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Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language.  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 
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Passage  Skills Assessed 
Kenneth the Coin 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text-dependent questions 
• Citing details from a text 
• Understanding a text 

The Story of King Midas 
Passage adapted by: Kristine Nannini 

• Fable, folktale, and myth 
• Theme, message, and morals 
• Key details 

The Boy Who Cried Wolf 
Passage adapted by: Kristine Nannini 

• Fable, folktale, and myth 
• Theme, message, and morals 
• Key details 

Barnaby the Bird Fish 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Describing characters 
• Character's motivations/feelings 
• Describing events 
• Comparing and contrasting 

The New King 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Context clues 
• Vocabulary words 
• Literal vs. nonliteral language 

Cameron's First Flight 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text structure 
• Text organization 
• Comparing and contrasting 
• Poetry 

Kiley in the Sky 
Poem written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text structure 
• Text organization 
• Comparing and contrasting 
• Poetry 

Terrible Twins 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Reader's point of view 
• Narrator's point of view 
• Comparing and contrasting 

Big Oak the Bully 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Illustrations 
• Mood 
• Inferring character traits using 
illustrations 

Big Sister Sarah 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Theme 
• Setting 
• Plot 

Reading Literature 
Assessments 

12 reading passages/poems to assess the 
Reading Literature Standards. 

continued on the next page... 
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Passage  Skills Assessed 
Mom's New Job 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Theme 
• Setting 
• Plot 

I Want That! 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Context clues 
• Vocabulary 
• Moral/lesson 
• Inferring 
• Describing characters 
• Citing details from a text  
• Understanding a text 

Reading Literature 
Assessments 

12 reading passages/poems to assess the 
Reading Literature Standards. 

continued on the next page... 



Standards Based Assessment 

  Barnaby swam close to the surface of the pond. He loved to be close 
to the air so he could look up and see things that lived above the water.  
Barnaby also liked to swim by himself most of the time. Other goldfish in the 
pond teased him because he was different than they were. Barnaby was 
bright red and had very large white fins. The other fish were gold-colored 
and had fins that were much smaller than Barnaby's. Some of the other fish 
in his school called him a bird because his fins were so big. 

 One day, as he was swimming close to the surface, he heard one of 
the goldfish yell, “Look at Barnaby Bird! He’s got wings for fins!” 

  Barnaby wished he was a bird, so he could fly right out of the pond. He 
thought it would be nice to live in the sky with butterflies and bumblebees. 
They didn’t look mean at all. Barnaby was so caught up in his daydream 
that he didn’t notice that more and more of the mean fish from his school 
were coming toward him. They all began to tease him about his big fins, 
too. 

 “You guys won’t be so mean when I really can fly!” Barnaby snapped 
back.  

 Just below the school of fish swam a large turtle. None of the fish 
noticed him because his shell was brown like the bottom of the pond, and it 
blended in very well. The turtle had heard everything that the mean fish had 
said. He also heard Barnaby say that he would fly. “If that fish did really fly, 
those other fish would leave him alone,” thought the turtle. 

 So the turtle stayed very still at the bottom of the pond. He knew that 
the fish didn’t see him. When Barnaby swam over his shell, the turtle sprang 
his legs out of his shell and bounced his whole body up in the water. He 
bounced right into Barnaby, who went flying out of the water. The other fish 
never saw the turtle. All they saw was Barnaby shoot out of the pond and 
spread his big fins as he glided through the air. He splashed back into the 
pond about a foot away from where the turtle had bounced him out of the 
water. 

Barnaby the Bird Fish 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

3.RL.3 

continued on the next page... 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 “Did you see that?” one fish asked. 

 “Barnaby just flew,” another fish added. 

 “He really does have wings,” said another. 

 After that, none of the fish teased or bothered Barnaby again. The 
next day, Barnaby met the kind turtle. The turtle explained how he heard 
the way the other fish had treated Barnaby, so he wanted to help.  

 The turtle also said that he knew Barnaby would be safe when he 
splashed back into the water. They agreed to keep the whole thing a 
secret, though. None of the other fish in the pond ever found out that 
Barnaby couldn’t really fly. 

Barnaby the Bird Fish 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

3.RL.3 
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 3.RL.3 
Score 

Instructions: Read the passage titled Barnaby the Bird Fish and answer the 
questions below. 

1.) How was the turtle different from most of the fish in the story?  
 a.) The turtle teased Barnaby instead of helping him. 

 b.) The turtle helped Barnaby instead of teasing him. 

 c.) The turtle wished he could fly. 

 d.) The turtle was meaner than the fish were. 

2.) How might the story have been different if the turtle hadn’t heard the fish 
teasing Barnaby? Support your answer with details from the text. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 3.RL.3 
Score 

3.) Which of the following is true? 
 a.)  The turtle is the main character in the story because the story revolves around him. 

      b.) The mean fish are the main characters in the story because they feel differently about 
Barnaby at the end of the story. 

      c.) The turtle is the main character in the story because he is the only one that can make 
Barnaby fly.  

 d.)  Barnaby is the main character in the story because the story revolves around him. 

4.) Which trait helped the turtle from being seen by the school of fish? 

 a.) Personality trait – He was a very quiet turtle.  

 b.) Physical trait – His shell was brown, which helped him blend into his surroundings.  

 c.) Personality trait – He liked to stay near the bottom of the pond.  

 d.) Physical trait – He was a good listener.   

5.) How did Barnaby’s reaction to the mean fish make the turtle decide to help 
him? Use details from the text to support your answer.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Standards Based Assessment 3.RL.3 

Instructions: Read the passage titled Barnaby the Bird Fish and answer the 
questions below. 

1.) How was the turtle different from most of the fish in the story?  
 a.) The turtle teased Barnaby instead of helping him. 

 b.) The turtle helped Barnaby instead of teasing him. 

 c.) The turtle wished he could fly. 

 d.) The turtle was meaner than the fish were. 

2.) How might the story have been different if the turtle hadn’t heard the fish 
teasing Barnaby? Support your answer with details from the text. 

*Answers may vary. Example: 

 By the end of the story, the other fish had stopped teasing Barnaby. But if the 
turtle hadn’t heard the fish being mean to Barnaby, he probably wouldn’t have 
helped Barnaby, and then the other fish would have continued to be mean to 
Barnaby. This seems likely because the mean fish only stopped teasing Barnaby 
after the turtle bounced him out of the water, making the other fish think that 
Barnaby could fly.  

13 ©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 



Standards Based Assessment 3.RL.3 

3.) Which of the following is true? 
 a.)  The turtle is the main character in the story because the story revolves around him. 

      b.) The mean fish are the main characters in the story because they feel differently about 
Barnaby at the end of the story. 

      c.) The turtle is the main character in the story because he is the only one that can make 
Barnaby fly.  

 d.)  Barnaby is the main character in the story because the story revolves around him. 

4.) Which trait helped the turtle from being seen by the school of fish? 

 a.) Personality trait – He was a very quiet turtle.  

 b.) Physical trait – His shell was brown, which helped him blend into his surroundings.  

 c.) Personality trait – He liked to stay near the bottom of the pond.  

 d.) Physical trait – He was a good listener.   

5.) How did Barnaby’s reaction to the mean fish make the turtle decide to help 
him? Use details from the text to support your answer.  

*Answers may vary. Example:  

 Barnaby reacted to the mean fish that called him a bird by saying that one 
day he really would fly. This gave the turtle the idea to help Barnaby by making it 
look like he could fly.  
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Reading Literature 
Assessments Multiple Choice 

and Written 
Response 
Questions  

Assessments include 
multiple choice and 
higher-order thinking 
questions to meet the 
rigor of the standards. Answer Keys 

Detailed answer keys are 
included for every assessment 

question. 

Illustrations 
Students use illustrations to determine mood and 

character traits that are not explicitly told in a story. 
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Passage  Skills Assessed 
Castles 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text-dependent questions 
• Citing details from a text 
• Understanding a text 

Collecting Coins 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Main idea 
• Key details 

The Great Seattle Fire 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Historical events 
• Sequencing 
• Cause and effect 

The Life Cycle of a Plant 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Context clues 
• Domain-specific vocabulary words 

The World's Fastest Animals 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text features (photograph, headings, 
charts, and sidebar) 
• Use text features to locate information 
in a text 

Deer Hunting Season 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Author's point of view 
• Reader's point of view 
• Comparing and contrasting 

Railroad Across the Country 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Illustrations (map and photograph) 
• Integrating illustrations with a text to 
gain understanding 

Animals in Space 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text organization 
• Relationships between sentences and 
paragraphs 
• Comparing and contrasting 

Gum in Schools is a Big Mess 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting paired 
passages 
• Important points 
• Key details 

Let Them Chew Gum 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Integrating information 
• Writing knowledgeably about a topic 
• Using information from multiple sources 

Maps: Then and Now 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Context clues 
• Domain-specific vocabulary 
• Text organization 
• Text-dependent questions 
• Scientific ideas or concepts 

Reading Informational 
Assessments 

11 cross-curricular reading passages to 
assess the Reading Informational Standards.  



Standards Based Assessment 

Going Fast 

The fastest animals in the world are much faster than any human. A human 
can run almost 28 miles per hour. However, the fastest bird is much faster. It 
can fly hundreds of miles per hour. The fastest land animal can sprint 70 miles 
per hour. There are even fish that can swim 60 miles per hour. Not all animals 
are this fast, but the ones that are can really move! 

In the Sky 

The peregrine falcon is the fastest animal on  
Earth. It can fly faster than 200 miles per hour! It  
needs a little help to go this fast, though. It flies  
very high, and then it turns downward into a  
dive. Gravity pulls the bird down faster and  
faster. The peregrine falcon doesn’t fly this way 
all the time. It only uses its super-fast dive to hunt 
other birds. 

On Land 

The fastest land animal also uses its speed for  
hunting. The cheetah can run at about 70 miles  
per hour. It only takes a cheetah three seconds  
to reach 60 miles per hour. Even with its great  
speed, the cheetah doesn’t always catch its  
prey. The cheetah can only sprint at top speed  
for a short time before it has to rest. Animals that 
don’t tire as quickly can sometimes get away.  
Many land animals are faster than humans. But  
none are faster than the cheetah.   

The World's Fastest Animals 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

3.RI.5 

The Other Fastest Bird 

The peregrine falcon is 
called the fastest bird 
in the world, but some 
people disagree. The 
peregrine falcon can 
only reach its top 
speed in a steep dive. 
It flies high in the air 
and then dives toward 
Earth while being 
pulled by gravity. The 
spine-tailed swift is also 
a fast bird. It can’t dive 
at 200 miles per hour, 
but it can fly straight 
and level at 100 miles 
per hour. No other bird 
can match that speed 
without diving, not 
even the peregrine 
falcon. 

Sidebar 

continued on the next page... 
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Standards Based Assessment 

Under Water 

The sailfish gets its name from the large fin on its back. It is known to sail 
through the air when it leaps out of the water. A sailfish can reach speeds as 
fast as a sprinting cheetah. It’s not quite as fast in the water, but it can swim 
at about 60 miles per hour. A sailfish can be very big. Imagine a 200-pound 
fish moving as fast as a car on a highway! 

The World's Fastest Animals 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

3.RI.5 
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Standards Based Assessment 

Made for Speed 

Without using machines, people will never travel as fast as these animals. We 
need outside power to do what these animals’ bodies can do naturally. The 
animals that are made for speed have specialized bodies. Lighter bones, 
bigger lungs, and longer tails are all things that help some animals move fast. 
People just aren’t designed to go as fast, but we can admire the animals 
that are. 

The World's Fastest Animals 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

3.RI.5 

TThomson Safari 2012 

Diagram 

21 ©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 



Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 3.RI.5 
Score 

Instructions: Read the passage titled The World's Fastest Animals and answer 
the questions below. 

1.) Which text feature helps the reader understand why some animals are faster 
than others? 

 a.) Sidebar  

 b.) Chart B  

 c.) Chart A  

 d.) Diagram  

2.) Chart B helps support a reader’s understanding of which section of the text? 

 a.) Under Water  

 b.) On Land  

 c.) In the Sky  

 d.) Made for Speed  

3.) Explain how the headings in the text help a reader understand and locate 
information in the text. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 
Score 

4.) Which text feature would you use to compare the speeds of all animals in the 
passage? Write to explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

5.) Some experts have different opinions about which animal is the fastest. Which 
text feature from the passage highlights these different opinions? Explain why 
some experts disagree. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3.RI.5 
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Standards Based Assessment 3.RI.5 

Instructions: Read the passage titled The World's Fastest Animals and answer 
the questions below. 

1.) Which text feature helps the reader understand why some animals are faster 
than others? 

 a.) Sidebar  

 b.) Chart B  

 c.) Chart A  

 d.) Diagram  

2.) Chart B helps support a reader’s understanding of which section of the text? 

 a.) Under Water  

 b.) On Land  

 c.) In the Sky  

 d.) Made for Speed  

3.) Explain how the headings in the text help a reader understand and locate 
information in the text. 

*Answers may vary. Example: 

 The headings tell the reader what the section of the text is about. Also, the 
headings help the reader quickly locate the information that they want. For 
example, if a reader wants to learn about the fastest birds, they could skip right to 
that section and pass over sections that discuss animals on land and in water. 

©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.blogspot.com 24 



Standards Based Assessment 

4.) Which text feature would you use to compare the speeds of all animals in the 
passage? Write to explain your thinking. 

*Answers may vary. Example: 

 You would use Chart A because it compares the speeds of all the animals in 
the passage. Chart B only talks about land animals, so it is not helpful for 
comparing all the different animals from the passage. The diagram only explains 
why a cheetah is fast and doesn’t compare all the other animals in the text. 
Lastly, the sidebar only explains why some experts disagree about which animal is 
fastest and never compares the speeds of other animals.   

5.) Some experts have different opinions about which animal is the fastest. Which 
text feature from the passage highlights these different opinions? Explain why 
some experts disagree. 

*Answers may vary. Example: 

 The different opinions are discussed in the sidebar feature. Some experts 
disagree that the peregrine falcon is the fastest animal because even though the 
peregrine falcon flies faster than any other bird, it has to dive to reach its top 
speed. Some experts believe that the spine-tailed swift is the fastest bird because 
when flying straight and level, no other animal is faster.   

3.RI.5 

©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.blogspot.com 25 
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Writing 
Standards 

Main Standards and 
Substandards 

3rd Grade 



Dear Teachers,  

Due to the complexity of standards 3.W.1, 3.W.2, and 3.W.3,  I have provided you with two 
different versions of assessments for these standards. You can assess your students on the main 
standards (3.W.1, 3.W.2, 3.W.3), and you can also assess your students on the substandards 
(3.W.1a, 3.W.1b, 3.W.1c, etc.). See below for more detail on standards 1 through 3.  

Main Writing Standards: 
Include: 3.W.1, 3.W.2, 3.W.3 

To assess on the main standard as a whole, I have provided a Continuum Answer Key for 
each writing prompt. The Continuum Answer Keys range from level 4 through level 1. You are 
to compare your students' work to these papers and assign a grade/level. In order to use 
these assessments with the Student Data Tracking Binder, grade your students' completed 
work with a level 4, 3, 2, or 1 and have them graph these results (I have added these graphs 
to the Student Data Tracking Binder). Or grade your students' completed work with a level 4, 3, 
2, or 1 and assign a percentage to each level: 

 Percentages: 
   Level 4: 100% - 90% 

             Level 3: 89% - 80% 
             Level 2: 79% - 70% 
             Level 1: 69% or lower 

Lastly, if you would like to accurately figure a percent and not use the above levels, you can 
use the rubrics provided to figure out a percentage. See each individual assessment for 
directions on how to figure a percent.  

Writing Substandards: 
Include: 3.W.1a, 3.W.1b, 3.W.1c, 3.W.1d, 3.W.2a, 3.W.2b, 3.W.2c, 3.W.2d, 3.W.3a, 3.W.3b,  
3.W.3c, and 3.W.3d 
To assess the substandards, I have provided incomplete writing passages that students must 
complete to show their understanding of that substandard. I have provided one answer key 
page with each of the substandard assessments to compare to your students' work. 

Standards 5 through 10: 
Please note that there is not an assessment for standard 3.W.4. This is because a student must 
be at standard (level 3) in standards 3.W.1, 3.W.2, and 3.W.3 in order to be at standard in 4.W.
4. 3.W.4 measures a student’s ability to write for various purposes and for different audiences. 
A student who can do this in the three grade-level-appropriate writing types (argumentative, 
informational/explanatory, and narrative) is at standard for 3.W.4. 

See the assessment for 3.W.5 for further instructions. 

Lastly, due to the complexity of assessing students on standards 3.W.6, 3.W.7, 3.W.8, and 3.W.
10, I have combined these standards into one assessment as a Research Project Task. 
Students will pick a suitable research topic then follow a process of researching, prewriting, 
writing, editing, and revising to create a complete research paper that explains a topic.   

       Thank you, 
       -Kristine Nannini- 
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Writing Main Standards 
Assessments 

Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 



Each Writing Main Standard 
Assessment includes:  

Planning 
Pages  

Help 
students 
organize 

their writing.  

Student 
Writing 

Booklets 
Helpful hints, 

checklists, and 
lined paper help 
guide students' 

writing. 



Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Teacher 
Scripts 

Scripts tell you 
exactly what to say 

to your students 
when implementing 
these assessments. 
The work has been 

done for you. 

Writing Main Standards 
Assessments 



Standards Based Assessment 3.W.3 

Teacher Planning Instructions 

You will need: 
-The Narrative Writing Planning Sheet (1 copy for each student). 

-The Student Writing Booklet (1 copy  for each student stapled together with the prompt 
on top).  

Note: You may copy these pages double-sided and staple them together in a booklet for your students or 
use lined paper instead of the booklet. 

-The Continuum Answer Keys and the Narrative Writing Rubric to assess each student's 
writing. 

Teacher Notes: 
-Read the verbal directions on the following page to your students.   

-Allow students 5 minutes to brainstorm using the suggested Narrative Writing Planning 
Sheet, or lined paper. 

-Allow students to write for 50-60 minutes in their Student Writing Booklet or on lined 
paper. (Note: You may alter the time depending on your class, the time of the year, 
and your students' writing stamina. You should not allow some students more time in 
order to accurately assess their level of understanding. You are welcome to monitor the 
room while your students write, but do not provide them with additional information. For 
students who are struggling to get started, it is up to the teacher to decide if this is 
because of a lack of understanding of the content or avoidance. Depending on the 
student and the situation, you may provide your student with encouraging words to get 
them started).  

-Give your students a signal that they have 5 minutes left in order to tie up any loose 
ends.   

-Collect, read, and assess the students' writing using the Continuum Answer Keys and the 
Narrative Writing Rubric. 

*You can use the Continuum Answer Keys to grade your students a level 4, 3, 2, or 1, 
(these graphs have been added to the Student Data Tracking Binders) or see below to 
figure a percentage. 

*Finding a percentage for Student Data Tracking Binders:  
Total points possible= 24 points 

________ / 24 x 100 = _______ % 
              score   
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Instructions – Step 1:  
-Pass out copies of the Narrative Writing Planning Sheet to every student. 

Note: At this point, you may guide students to brainstorm as much as you would like. This part is dependent 
upon the teacher, and what the teacher has taught his/her students with regard to brainstorming/pre-
writing. Once again, do not use this time to provide students with any additional information regarding the 
subject matter or prompt. 

Instructions – Step 2: 
-Pass out copies of the Student Writing Booklet (or lined paper) to every student.   
(Note:  Do not allow students to start writing to the prompt until they have had time to brainstorm). 

Instructions – Step 3: 

(Note: You may alter the time depending on your class, the time of the year, and your students' writing 
stamina. You should not allow some students more time in order to accurately assess their level of 
understanding. You are welcome to monitor the room while your students write, but do not provide them 
with additional information. For students who are struggling to get started, it is up to the teacher to decide 
if this is because of a lack of understanding of the content or avoidance. Depending on the student and 
the situation, you may provide your student with encouraging words to get them started.) 

Writers, in a few minutes you will have a chance to do some narrative writing by 
responding to a prompt. I will provide you with the prompt and you will use 
everything you know and everything you've learned to write a proper narrative. Use 
the first 5 minutes to plan what you will write and put the ideas down on the 
Narrative Writing Planning Sheet that has been handed out to you.  

At this time, I will pass out your Student Writing Booklets with the narrative prompts 
attached. This is where you will do all of your writing. When you get your booklet, 
write your name and date at the top and wait for further instructions.  

OR 
At this time, I will pass out lined paper. This is where you will do all of your writing. 
When you get your lined paper, write your name, date, and the title Narrative Writing 
at the top and wait for further instructions.  

1

2

Writers, now is the time to write a narrative piece. Think about everything you know 
about the prompt to make this your best piece of writing. I will read the prompt 
aloud, but I cannot provide you with any more information.  

(READ THE PROMPT ALOUD and answer any questions students may have.) 
If there are no more questions, you may use your planning sheet to guide you and 
begin your writing! 

3

Standards Based Assessment 3.W.3 

Assessment Day Instructions 
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Narrative Writing Planning Sheet 
Use this sheet to plan what you will write 

Prompt 

It was Riley’s first day at a new school. All day, nothing seemed to go 
right. But at the end of the day, Riley found out that his good friend 
was also at the same new school. Write a short story that explains 

what happened during this day. 

Name: __________________                   Date: __________________ 
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 
Score 

Prompt 

It was Riley’s first day at a new school. All day, nothing seemed to 
go right. But at the end of the day, Riley found out that his good 
friend was also at the same new school. Write a short story that 

explains what happened during this day. 

Use the attached lined paper to complete your writing. 

3.W.3 

Student Writing Booklet: Writing to a Prompt 

Helpful Hints 

  Do I have a clear main idea that connects to the prompt?  

  Do I stay focused on the theme?  

  Do I support my main idea with important details/examples?  

  Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my 
central ideas? 

  Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?  

  Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help 
readers understand?  
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 
Score 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3.W.3 

Student Writing Booklet: Writing to a Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 Riley was not a shy kid. He was a little nervous about his first day at a new school, but 
he knew he would have tons of friends at the end of the day. He always did. Riley was 
happy that it was easy for him to make friends. Moving so often when his father got 
transferred to different offices would be hard if Riley wasn’t good at making new friends. He 
was sure his first day at Brookville Elementary would be a good one.  

 Riley’s dad dropped him off at school on the first day. Riley knew he would usually 
catch the bus, but his dad always gave him a ride on the first day at a new school. But 
Riley’s dad was in such a hurry, he didn’t notice that nobody else seemed to be at the 
school. He just dropped Riley off, and then he sped away to work. Riley went to the main 
door and pulled at it, but it was locked.  

 “Oh no,” Riley said as he looked at his watch. His dad had dropped him off an hour 
early. Riley didn’t think it was a big deal, he just decided to sit and wait. 

 As soon as Riley sat down at the curb, he sprang back into the air. “Oh, yuck!” he 
yelled as he looked down at the mud puddle that he had just sat in. 

  Riley had gotten to school very early, and then he sat in the mud. Now he realized 
that he’d be waiting very long for school to open, in cold, wet, pants.  

 Riley didn’t let his soggy bottom and his long wait at the curb get him down. He smiled 
when the school doors opened. 

 “Hi, Mr. Spainer,” he said as he shook his teacher’s hand. “It’s so very nice to be at 
Brookville,” Riley added.  

 Mr. Spainer smiled and politely greeted Riley, too, but not everyone did. 

 “Hi, I’m Riley,” he offered to the student at his right.  

 “I think I’ll just call you toothpaste face,” the boy replied.  

 Riley was shocked. 

 “Excuse me, what?” Riley said as he rubbed his face to find a wide splotch of dried 
toothpaste on his cheek. “Just great!” he mumbled to himself. 

 Riley was starting to get upset. This had been his worst first day ever. He didn’t expect 
to make any new friends at recess. Riley just went over and sat on the tire swing. He wasn’t 
paying much attention, so he was very surprised when someone gave him a light push. Riley 
yelled, “Whoa!” Then he turned around and saw his old friend, Sam. Sam had gone to Riley’s 
last school in a different city.  

 “Boy, am I glad to see you,” Sam said.  

 “Me too,” Riley replied. “Finally, I have a friend here.” 

3.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 4 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 It was Riley’s first day at Brookville Elementary. He had been to a lot of 
different schools since his dad moved a lot for work. So he was used to being the 
new kid. It only made him a little nervous. He had always made friends at his new 
schools, and he knew he would make friends at Brookville too. 

 Riley’s dad dropped him off on the first day, even though Riley would usually 
catch the bus. Riley waved to his dad as he stepped away from the car, then he 
walked to the main office and pulled at the door, but it did not open. Riley looked 
at his watch and saw that he was an hour early for school. He turned back to the 
street, but his dad had already pulled away.  

 Riley walked back to the curb and sat down. But he accidentally sat in a big 
mud puddle. Riley sprang back up and tried to wipe the back of his pants. He 
had still been smiling when he tried to open the office door, but now his face was 
a slight frown.  

 “It’s okay,” Riley said to himself. “The day can only get better from here.” 

 Riley waited with his wet pants until school started. He greeted his teacher 
with a smile and began to get excited about his first day until a student called him 
“toothpaste face” when Riley had just sat down.  

 “What do you mean?” Riley asked, as he wiped his hand against his cheek 
and felt a splotch of dry toothpaste. He was starting to really hate his day. 

 Riley always had fun at recess, even on the first days of school. But he didn’t 
think this would be a fun day, so he sat alone on the tire swing. He sat with his 
head down for a while, but then he felt a light push on his back. He looked up to 
see a friend from his last school. 

 “Sam!” Riley yelled. “I didn’t know you were going to school here.” 

 “It’s my first day.” Sam replied. That made Riley’s day a lot better. 

3.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 3 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 Riley was new to Brookville Elementary. He had been to other new schools, 
and he always made friends. Riley was sure he would make friends at Brookville, 
too. 

 His dad had dropped him off an hour early for school. Then Riley sat in mud, 
so he waited on the curb in wet, muddy pants. But he still smiled when school 
started, and he met his teacher. In class, he found out that he had spent the day 
with a face full of dry toothpaste.  

 Riley wasn’t very happy at recess. He didn’t think his recess would be any 
better than the rest of his day. He sat alone on the tire swing. But he saw his friend, 
Sam, and he started to smile and get very excited. He didn’t know that Sam 
would be going to Brookville, and Sam was surprised to see Riley. 

3.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 2 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 It was not a good first day of school, even though his good friend went to 
the same school. Riley spent all day with toothpaste on his face. No one told him 
about the toothpaste. He didn’t know his friend, Sam, would be at Brookville with 
him. Other things made the day bad. Riley had been to new schools before. He 
even had mud on the back of his pants before school started. 

3.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 1 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 3.W.3 

3rd GRADE COMMON CORE  
NARRATIVE WRITING RUBRIC  

3.W.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Above  
Standard: 

 Level 4 

At  
Standard:  

Level 3 

Approaching 
Standard:  

Level 2 

Below 
 Standard: 

 Level 1 

Introduction or back 
story establishes an 
interesting and easily 
understandable 
situation.  

Introduces a narrator 
or characters.  

Introduction or back 
story establishes an 
easily understandable 
situation. 

Introduces a narrator 
or characters.  

Attempts to establish 
an introduction or 
back story.  

Attempts to introduce 
a narrator or 
characters.  

No introduction or 
back story to establish 
a situation. 

No introduction of 
characters or narrator.  

Entire plot is organized 
into a natural 
sequence of events.  

Most of the plot is 
organized into a 
natural sequence of 
events.  

Some of the plot is 
organized into a 
natural sequence of 
events.  

Plot is unorganized or 
confusing.  

Believable dialogue 
and description of 
character thoughts 
and actions show how 
characters behave.  

Dialogue and 
description of 
character thoughts 
and actions show how 
characters behave.  

Dialogue or description 
of character thoughts 
and actions show how 
characters behave.  

Little to no dialogue or 
description of 
character thoughts 
and actions.  

Various temporal words 
and phrases 
throughout the text 
show the order of 
events.  

Temporal words and 
phrases throughout the 
text show the order of 
events.  

Some temporal words 
and phrases show the 
order of events.  

Few or no temporal 
words and phrases to 
show the order of 
events.  

Conclusion logically 
ends the story.  

Sense of closure.  Partial sense of closure.  No sense of closure.  

Correctly uses grade- 
level appropriate 
conventions and 
grammar with almost 
no errors.  

Correctly uses grade-
level appropriate 
conventions and 
grammar with few 
errors. 

Correctly uses grade-
level appropriate 
conventions and 
grammar throughout 
some of the text.  

Improper conventions 
and grammar appear 
throughout the text.  
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Each Writing Substandard Assessment includes a "partially 
completed" writing passage that students must finish to show 

mastery of the substandard.  

Writing Substandards 
Assessments 

Writing Partial Completes 
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Language/
Grammar 
Standards 

3rd Grade 



Language Assessments 

Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 



Higher-level write-to-explain questions, multiple choice questions, editing 
paragraphs, etc. address each Language Standard and Substandard. 

Answer keys are included. 

Language Assessments 

Language Assessments 
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Fluency 
Standards 

Reading Foundational Skills 

3rd Grade 



Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 



Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 

Example 
Assessment 

A completed 
example 

assessment shows 
you exactly how 
to complete this 
assessment with 
your students. 



Phonics and Word Recognition 
Assessments 

Assess your students' ability to decode and define 
words at the beginning, middle, and end of the year. 

Student and teacher copies included. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 



Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 

Scoring 
Sheets 

Easily calculate 
students' 

fluency scores 
using grade-
appropriate 
benchmarks. 



Fluency Assessments 

Assess your students' reading fluency at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the year. Student and teacher 

copies included. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 
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Speaking 
and Listening 

Standards 

3rd Grade 



Dear Teachers,  

The Speaking and Listening Standards and Substandards are a very 
complex set of standards. I have studied each of these standards and 
have broken them down into easy-to-understand rubrics.  

The rubrics I have created are classroom-tested and are to be used to 
assess your students' speaking and listening skills throughout the year.  I 
believe that the rubrics I have created will help you gain a better 
understanding of the standards as well as how to track your students' 
development with regards to speaking and listening.  

These rubrics allow for natural observations of your students. I designed 
them so that teachers can assess their students with ease and allow 
students to transfer the assessment data easily into their Student Data 
Tracking Binders. 

Please see the pages titled Teacher Directions for a step-by-step 
implementation guide of the Speaking and Listening Standards 
assessments.  

        Thank you, 

        Kristine Nannini 
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Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 

Speaking and Listening 
Assessments 



Speaking and Listening 
Assessments 

Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Example 
Assessment 

A completed 
example 

assessment shows 
you exactly how 
to complete this 
assessment with 
your students. 



Scoring Rubrics  

Scoring rubrics allow 
for natural observation 

of your students' 
speaking and listening 

skills and help you 
determine what each 

level looks like. 

Speaking and Listening 
Assessments 

Scoring Sheets 

Scoring sheets help 
you easily keep track 

of students' 
assessment scores 
and allow you to 
keep anecdotal 

notes as you observe 
them in the 
classroom. 


