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Lesson Number: 24B 

 

Subject: Grade 10 Social Science 

Term: 1    

Week: 9    Lesson Number: 24B 

Date: ___/___/2021 

UNIT 9.4: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP 

Topic: COMPARATIVE CASE STUDY: SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT 

Learning outcomes:  

1. Show an understanding of Law and Order in China 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Introduction 
This lesson covers the Week 9 content: 
 LESSON 24: LAW AND ORDER 
 
Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible. (I will 

check your Exercise Book when you return to School) 
 

Resource 6: Law and Order  
Read your Resource 6: Law and Order and complete the Practice Exercise below in your 
exercise book 

Law and order in China 
The stability and the enforcement of law and order in China are totally different 
from that of the other government systems. It is important that you know the 
difference.  
The 1982 Chinese constitution vested supreme command of the armed forces in 
the Central Military Commission. The country’s military force is the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) which includes the national army, navy and the air force. 
PLA is one of the world’s largest military forces.  
The reforms in China had brought some changes where the government had 
enacted hundreds of laws which deal with businesses, management of prisons 
and the activities of judges and lawyers. 
  
The laws used in China  
China had a history of successive changes in the government system with 
amendments to the constitution in 2004. Wide range of laws were enacted to align 
with the communist regime and the power vested in the hands of the ruling party.  
There were laws enacted by the ruling party that forms the basis of China’s 
constitution. You should know that the laws that were continuously changed 
through amendments did not in the best interest of the citizens.  
 
The aim of the law was to safeguard the citizens of the country. However, it was 
also serving the interests of the Communist party. So when the communist party 
came into power in 1949, China experienced a lot of human rights abuse.  
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The laws then where used to bring the intentions of the party to the citizens to 
suppress their rights and control any unrest. 
 
Law enforcement agencies in China  
There were several law enforcement agencies that were given the task by the 
ruling party to enforce the laws.  
1. The procurators are officers who supervise the execution (carrying out) of the 
laws in the provinces, ensure justice, and prevent abuses. Their function was now 
on judicial matters, such as acting as public prosecutor in all criminal cases and 
conducting them on behalf of the government and the law  
 
2. The courts were functioning in close coordination with the police and other 
administrative agencies. The main matters reaching the courts were economic 
matters and other disputes.  
 
3. The Chinese Communist Party often acts as an informal mediator between 
aggrieved parties. The party was successful in bringing resolution to 
neighbourhood disputes, divorces, family arguments, and minor thefts. The 
penalties imposed were lighter sentences.  
 
4. The police had a vital role to play in maintaining law and order. The Chinese 
law also permits the police and other administrative authorities to impose up to 
three years of detention without trial.  

 
The Chinese Communist Party is concerned with maintaining political stability 
through a combination of patriotic indoctrination, which is about promoting 
nationalism for being a Chinese, and using police control. 

 
Practice Exercise 1 
Copy the Question and then answer in your exercise book. 

1. What does PLA stand for? 

2.  How does the Communist party use the laws? 

3. List down the agencies responsible for enforcing laws in China. 

 

 
This is the end of your Week 8 Lessons. You should already go through: 

 Lesson 22:Type of Government and Characteristics - China 
 Lesson 23:Rights of Citizens -  China 
 Lesson 24: Law and Order -  China 

Next week’s lessons will be covering Week 10 work. These are: 
 Lesson 25:Type of Government and Characteristics - PNG 
 Lesson 26:Rights of Citizens -  PNG 
 Lesson 27: Law and Order -  PNG 

 
 


