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  11 September 1940 Bf109E-4      Wn.1641              Black 6+ 2/JG51

Houndean Bottom, Lewes, East Sussex. 16.00 hrs.

Crashed in flames after being attacked by three Spitfires and burnt out.
Markings: engine cowling painted yellow. Black 6 outlined in white.
ID: 65152, AW: -, FP: -.
Ff: Hptm Ernst Wiggers B 65752/17 +. CC 4/106. Staffelkäpitan.

The unit was identified by the ID disc and confirmed by prisoners who stated that two aircraft were lost 
on this date from Gruppe I, the other pilot being Feldwebel Heilmann.

A contemporary eye witness account recalled that the Messerschmitt flew across the town of Lewis at 
very low level while being chased by RAF fighters, passing under telephone wires prior to crashing 
into rising ground.

  10 September 1940     Do17Z-3        Wn.2778            F1+ET 9/KG76

Lower Sheriff Cottage, West Hoathly, West Sussex. 18.10 hrs.

Maps indicated a start from six miles north-west of Pontoise, direct to Central London. Mission was 
an armed reconnaissance as a single aircraft. Before any target could be located, they were chased by 
a Spitfire and driven towards Gatwick aerodrome at 1,500 ft; the Spitfire broke away and the aircraft 
was then damaged by AA fire from the aerodrome. Afterwards 
the Spitfire attacked again and finished them off. The bomb 
load was jettisoned during combat and the aircraft crashed, the 
wreckage showing about one-thousand .303 strikes all over 
aircraft which apparently had been hit in previous actions, the 
strikes being patched over with fabric.
Markings: E in yellow. Aircraft constructed by Dornier FW, 
Friedrichshafen, werke nr. 2778 in 1939.
Armament: MG15 top rear, MG15 lower rear, MG15 in line 
with pilot’s head firing forward and a 20 mm cannon probably 
the lower nose gun. Bomb installation standard. Bomb gear 
constructed by Feinhand, Gottingen. One 250 kg, five 50 kg 
bombs and five incendiary bombs carried.
DF loop streamlined with semi-transparent celluloid dome.
ID: 51921, AW: yellow, Jesau, 21/2/41 & 27/2/41, signed 
Moltz, FP: 23787.
Ff: Obltn Walter Domenig 51921/3 +. CC 1/102. 
Bo: Uffz Ernst Nürenberg badly wounded. 
Bf: Uffz Hans Strahlendorf 51922/42 +. CC 1/101.
Bm: Gefr Albert Greza.

The gunner was only nineteen and had already completed 
fifteen months service.

Cloudy conditions continued and enemy activity was confined to reconnaissance above cloud 
and isolated bombing attacks from cloud cover or through the clouds bombs mostly in the 
coastal regions of the south-east of England. Several enemy aircraft passed over London at 
different times during the day but no bombs were dropped. Tangmere aerodrome is reported 
to have been machine gunned and bombs were dropped at West Malling. Between nightfall and 
daybreak London was subjected to a succession of attacks by large numbers of aircraft but 
the damage inflicted on the capital was considerably less than on previous nights. In the rest of 
the country the targets were Liverpool, Sheffield and Cardiff. A number of bombs fell on the 
South-East with some damage being done to Whitstable. There were five lines of approach for 
the bombers; between Bournemouth and Selsey, between Selsey and Beachy Head, between 
Dungeness and Dover, between Yarmouth and Orfordness and over the Thames Estuary.

Contemporary RAF Intelligence Summary
Prisoners of war, although they say little, seem to confirm 
the closing up of part of the fighter escort onto the bombers. 
The normal bomber formation when a whole gruppe is operating 
is ‘Gruppenkeil’, or wedge formation, the equivalent of three 
squadrons in squadron formation.
(each V = one kette, 3 aircraft in vic).   
      
                     V     V     V     V
                       V            V
                          V     V
                             V

Escorts appear to have been instructed to operate above, at the 
sides and below the bombers.

10th SEPTEMBER 1940
Enemy activity during the morning and early afternoon was confined to reconnaissance 
work by single aircraft which visited the scenes of the previous night’s bombing attacks. 
At 15.10 hrs a force of about fifty enemy aircraft crossed the coast of Kent in the form 
of a feint and scattered bombs across North Kent, then the main force of 200 to 250 
aircraft, which appeared to consist of about 100 to 150 bombers with an equal escort 
of fighters. Four bomber gruppen in line astern each with an escort of twenty to thirty 
Messerschmitt Bf109 and Bf110s. The first unit appeared to have turned back early and 
the other three went on over Tunbridge Wells, probably turning north for their objectives 
at various points between there and Redhill. All were intercepted and suffered casualties, 
two apparently turning back before reaching their target and jettisoning their bombs in 
Orpington, Bromley and Bexley areas. The fourth formation succeeded in bombing the 
Woolwich, Deptford, Lewisham area (Surrey Commercial Docks). On turning south it was 
intercepted again and suffered further losses.
Meanwhile there was a subsidiary attack on Southampton, twenty to thirty Dornier Do17s 
(one gruppe) escorted by twenty to thirty Messerschmitt Bf110s from Cherbourg appearing 
to have a rendezvous with a similar number of Messerschmitt Bf109s off Selsey. They were 
intercepted as they were joining up, but in the ensuing dog fight the bombers were able to go 
on and attacked objectives at Eastleigh.
At 17.00 hrs a small group of five enemy aircraft again succeeded in crossing the London circle, 
with communications being amongst the targets. In other parts of the country, Southampton 
and places in Kent were attacked, with Dover being bombed and shelled shortly after 16.00 
hrs. In the evening, the attacks on London continued for nine hours but although widespread 
were considerably less effective than on previous nights. The heavy barrage put up by the 
anti-aircraft batteries probably contributed to this result. The only recognisable targets were 
the Southern Railway, the Surrey Commercial Dock and the Central Telegraph Exchange. 
A noticeable feature of the attack was that the attack on the Southern Railway diverted 
attention away from other targets in the centre of London. In the rest of the country there 
was widespread minor bombing.

11th SEPTEMBER 1940

MAP ID 1  (page 388)

MAP ID 2  (page 388)

Below: The two crew 
members who died were 
originally buried in the far 
corner of West Hoathly  
churchyard, outsiders in 
every sense of the word.
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Above: Hptm Ernst Wiggers’ grave in a quiet English 
churchyard after he was killed in action on 11 
September 1940.
Left: Hptm Ernst Wiggers (right) in conversation with 
legendary ace Werner Mölders.
Below: The Bf109 in which he met his death, Wk Nr 
1641, already displaying 12 victories.
Opposite page top: Another view of 1641 ‘Black 6’, the 
strange mark between the 6 and the fuselage cross is a 
fuel streak from the filler cap.
Opposite page background: The same aircraft in flames 
at Houndean Bottom on 11 September.
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  11 September 1940 Bf109E-1               Wn.6293               9+I 8/JG51

Foxhole Farm, Wadhurst, East Sussex. 16.30 hrs.

Aircraft crashed following fighter action and the wreckage was completely burnt out.
Markings: 9, rudder and engine cowling in yellow. Spinner had a red band round it.
Engine: Daimler Benz DB 601 No. 21078.
Armament: four MG17.
ID: 53529, AW: -, FP: -.
Ff: Fw Hermann Siemer 53529/15/0 +. CC 1/2.
Hermann Siemer was initially buried in the churchyard of St.Peter & Paul, Wadhurst.

  11 September 1940 He111H-3     Wn.5606               V4+FA                   Stab KG1

Broomhill Farm, Camber, East Sussex. 16.35 hrs.

Started with about thirty other bombers to bomb the Commercial Dock, London. The formation was 
flying at 21,000 ft and encountered no opposition until over London. In the target area the AA was very 
good and one engine was hit. The pilot turned for home but was surprised by several Spitfires near the 
coast, which stopped the second engine. The pilot made a forced landing and the crew set fire to the 
aircraft which was burnt out. Although they were definitely trying to bomb the Commercial Docks, 
they also carried a camera in the aircraft for photographing the damage and according to the crew this 
accounted for the small bomb load but the crew destroyed the film on landing.
Markings: all in black.
Engines Jumo 211.
Bomb load: three 250 kg
ID: 53541 & 57005, AW: white paper, Köln & E8/I, 23/5/40 & 22/8/40, FP: 05800.
Ff: Fw Johannes Sommer.     Bo: Ltn Otto Behn.     Bf: Uffz Paul Moeck wounded. 
Bm: Uffz G Arndt wounded.     Bs: Gefr Martin Männich wounded.

JAgdgEScHWAdEr 51.

Major Molders, Geschwaderkommodore, age 27, took part in the fighting in Spain 
where he claimed fourteen victories. He was formerly the Gruppenkommandeur of 
JG53, Pik-As Geschwader and to date is credited with thirty-four victories. Molders 
usually flew on the left of the Schwarm, flying in line abreast, with intervals of 200 
yards between aircraft. A Rotte flew behind and above the Schwarm at about 500 yards 
to act as a bodyguard. Major Trautloft, was formerly the Kommandeur of III Gruppe, 
with Hauptmann Oesau (about a month previously accredited with twenty victories and 
awarded the Ritterkreuz), formerly Staffelkapitän of 7/JG51 now taking over.

Gruppe I called itself Gemsbock Gruppe after the shield on their aircraft depicting a 
Mountain Goat on an Alpine Peak.

MAP ID 3  (page 388)

MAP ID 4  (page 388)

WEST SuSSEx cONSTABuLAry rEpOrT
This plane crashed 10 yards away from the farm buildings and a mile away from the main 
Wadhurst-Ticehurst road. The machine burst into flames upon crashing  and was completely 
burnt out except for the parts that broke away when it crashed and the pieces that could be 
pulled away. At 16.35 hrs I visited this Messerschmitt 109 which bore the swastika on the 
body and tail, it also bore a large figure 9 on each side of the body. On the tail were the 
following letters and figures: W.N.R.6293.F. At this time, it was a white hot mass and burning 
ammunition flying about. Pilot was burned to death in his machine.

Below: Heinkel 111 V4+FA 
burns furiously after 
being set alight by its 
crew at Broomhill Farm.
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  11 September 1940 He111H-3         Wn.3233                 V4+KL             3/KG1

Stocks Green, Hildenborough, Kent. 16.33 hrs.

Maps and papers confirmed the route as Clairmont - Mouth of the Somme; where the fighter escort 
was picked up, Boulogne - London. The whole of KG 1 took part in this raid, this aircraft being in the 
leading Kette. They reached the target at 19,000 ft and obtained direct hits with their bombs but soon 
after they were hit by AA fire which caused the starboard engine to cut out due to loss of oil. Losing 
speed and falling behind the formation they were attacked by a Spitfire that ‘shot up everything that 
there was to shoot up’. The pilot belly landed due to wounded being on board, rather than bale out. The 
crew tried to set fire to the aircraft with an incendiary bomb but soldiers pulled it out and the aircraft 
was saved.
Markings: V4+KL, almost illegible; deliberately done. 
Engines: Jumo 211 with VDM propellers.
Armament: one MG15 in nose, one MG15 top rear, one MG15 lower rear, starboard side MG15 was 
sixty-two inches aft from bomb compartment bulkhead while port side MG15 was ninety-six inches 
from the same bulkhead. Armour: pilot’s seat standard, lower rear gunner with standard sloping armour 
shield. Semi circular armour bulkhead was moved forward to a position between the two side gunners, 
that was forty-six inches from the top rear gunner or seventy-two inches from the bomb compartment 
bulkhead. The movement forward of this bulkhead from the previous standard position meant that the 
port side gunner was unprotected  as well as the rubber dinghy. A rear flap to the oil radiators on top of 
the engine nacelles had an armour plate. No penetration of armour plate.
ID: 53549, AW: white, Nordhausen, 22/2/40 & 29/2/40, FP: L02110.
Ff: Uffz Herbert Steinecke.
Bo: Uffz Walter Hirsch.
Bf: Uffz Erwin Krammer wounded.
Bm: Gefr Willi Pfeiffer wounded. 
Bs: Gefr Heinz Pümpel wounded.

Several members of the crew was shot down in France on the day prior to the Armistice and were 
released five days later. Since then they had been on leave or in hospital and had only just returned to 
their unit.

MAP ID 5  (page 388)

This page and opposite: 
Various views of Heinkel 
111 V4+KL as it provided 
great entertainment for 
the local villagers! 
The markings appear to 
have been blackened for 
night operations albeit 
with a very soluble paint.

right and below: The 3/Kg1 emblem of an eagle 
attacking a ‘British’  lion had only recently been 
introduced.
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  11 September 1940     He111H-2           Wn.5364             V4+RW 6/KG1

Broomhill Farm, Camber, East Sussex. 16.40 hrs.

Started from a small field aerodrome twenty miles south-east of Amiens at 13.30 hrs to bomb ships in 
the London Docks. About twenty-five to thirty bombers took part in the operation flying in Ketten Vic 
astern. This aircraft was the last of the formation. Map tracks gave St. Pol - Cap Griz Nez - London, 
escort being picked up over Cap Griz Nez. Before sighting London they were attacked by Spitfires 
which shot into and stopped both engines; the bombs were jettisoned and the pilot turned and glided 
down, making a forced landing in a field. Set on fire by the crew the aircraft was totally burnt out. 
Markings: all in black. On the rudder a red square with yellow cross.
Bomb load: five 250 kg
ID: 53549 & 53548, AW: grey, Nordhausen, 1/4/40, 5/4/40 & 8/5/40, FP: 19828.
Ff: Uffz Bernhard Hanzen EKII. 
Bo: Uffz Karl Markert EKII. 
Bf: Uffz H Wildehopf EKII, wounded.
Bm: Uffz Johannes Krall EKII. 
Bs: Gefr Günther Wilhelm EKII.

The crew had made six previous war flights, including one to London and one to Eastchurch.
The observer had formerly been with the 8th Staffel and the pilot and flight engineer with the 9th Staffel, 
all being transferred to the 6th Staffel in July 1940.

MAP ID 6 (page 388)

Below: At first glance it would appear that this is the same Heinkel that appears on page 394.  
However, and luckily for our photo researchers, this Heinkel V4+rW had an unusually large 
fuselage cross to set it apart!
Having said that, the two Heinkels came down within a mile of each other and were both set 
alight by their crews.  The photo on the opposite page shows just how close the two crash 
landings were.
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  11 September 1940   He111H-4      Wn.6981             1H+KH                   1/KG26

Between Mayfield and Crowborough, East Sussex. 16.10 hrs.

At 19,000 ft this aircraft was attacked by fifteen Spitfires, the right engine being hit, so the crew fired 
a red Very signal to show they were hit. They were attacked a second time by three Spitfires and with 
the control column being hit the pilot baled out at 6,000 ft. The bombs were dropped blind before the 
target was reached. Only the pilot was captured at Uckfield. A complete uniform, including a greatcoat 
bearing an Iron Cross and other decorations, a ceremonial dagger on a clothes hangar, a set of shaving 
tackle and a large flat iron floated down from the heavens in the Tonbridge area. These bore the name 
of Uffz Gerhard Schilling, who was a member of this crew.
Neither Schilling, the rest of the crew or the aircraft were located.
Markings: K in white.
ID: 62712, AW: grey, Delmenhorst, 15/3/40, FP: -.
Ff: Fw Wilhelm Jabusch 62712/56 wounded.
Bo: Ltn Franz Zimmermann. 
Bf: Fw Gerhard Schilling.
Bm: Ofw Wolfgang Hasebrink.

It later transpired that the rest of the crew, who were unwounded jettisoned everything moveable, 
including their parachutes and Leutnant Franz Zimmermann took over the controls and flew the aircraft 
back to France where he made a good belly landing, near Dieppe.

  11 September 1940 He111H-3      Wn.5680           1H+CB Stab I/KG26

Burmarsh, Kent. 16.00 hrs.

Started from Courtrai at 14.40 hrs. The formation was met by their escort at Dover and some time later 
when near London this aircraft was hit by AA fire, which was followed by an attack by fighters. The 
bombs were jettisoned near Sevenoaks and the aircraft made a forced landing. The aircraft was set on 
fire by the crew and completely destroyed.
Markings: C in white. Port wing tip and rudder had two white stripes.
Bomb load: six 250 kg bombs.
ID: 53558, 62712 & 62713, AW: grey, Delmenhorst, 15/3/40 & 1/4/40, FP: 26700 Hamburg.
Ff: Fw Heinz Friedrich.
Bo: Fw Heinz George wounded. 
Bf: Uffz Kurt Hofmann. 
Bm: Uffz August Breyer. 
Bs: Uffz Heinz Stirniman.

It was found that the aircraft of KG26 were equipped with additional First Aid canvas satchel, with a 
zip fastening. Apparently the Geschwader Medical Officer having seen so many of his crews returning 
wounded, realised that one First Aid kit was insufficient and insisted that at least three of the new 
satchels be carried in every aircraft. He had obviously given First Aid lectures to all the crews and in 
one aircraft was discovered a report made by a crew on their return from a War Flight on 24th July 
1940 in which they were attacked by three Spitfires over Aberdeen at 07.00 hrs. The aircraft returned 
on one engine after flying for two and a half hours with a severely wounded flight engineer and the 
observer and wireless operator being slightly wounded.

EAST SuSSEx cONSTABuLAry rEpOrT 
A large German bomber flew over SE Crowborough, having been attacked by British 
fighter aircraft A member of the crew baled out and he landed at Ketches Farm, Jarvis 
Brook. He was Feldwebel Wilhelm Jabusch, aged 22, of Berlin; identity disc No. 
62712/56. He was uninjured except for a bruised left leg and a grazed left shoulder. 
I took him into custody and conveyed him to Crowborough Police Station where I 
informed Biggin Hill. At 18.30 he was handed to Sergt.Bryant of 69 A/T Regiment, RA 
Mayfield and taken to 45th Division HQ at Hawkhurst. His property was also handed 
over to the military.

MAP ID 7  (page 388)

MAP ID 8  (page 388)

Opposite page:  Another 
Heinkel that was set 

alight by its crew was 
1H+cB that came down at 
Burmarsh in Kent half an 
hour before the previous 

pair.  The pilot Hans 
Friedrich, sitting in the 
photo top right, seems 

quite relaxed about the 
whole situation!

A passing Spitfire in the 
bottom photo takes a 

closer look at the events 
unfolding below.  It is 

often captioned as the 
aircraft that shot the 

Heinkel down but with 
the aircraft already well 

alight, the victorious 
Spitfires were probably 
heading back to base at 

this point.
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