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Game On! 2021 NBA Annual
Convention Reconfirmed

The 86th Annual NBA Convention will take place at the
Embassy Suites in La Vista on August 10th and 11th as
originally planned. Watch the NBA website for more details
coming soon. Registration will open in June. We are excited
to get together again!

2021 Pinnacle Awards
Categories, Rules & Dates

Who will be honored as the best
of the best in Nebraska
broadcasting in 2021? Your first
step on the road to victory is
entering the competition
between April 15 and May 4.

New categories in 2021: “Best Spot Weather” for Radio and
TV, and “Best Weathercast” for TV.

Complete details here.

100% of all entry fees fund student scholarships through the
NBA Foundation. The NBA thanks Pinnacle Bank and
Nebraska Public Power District for their continued
sponsorship of this awards program.

NBA Offers Virtual Job Fair April 19 - 23

https://ne-ba.org/headlines/2021-pinnacle-awards-categories-rules-dates/


Hiring? Join the NBA’s first Virtual Job Fair from April 19-23. Member stations can post
jobs, interact with candidates and expand your outreach program. 

Registration deadline is April 8th.

Complete details here:

Contact Linda Meuret at linda@ne-ba.org with any questions.

NBA Names Student Education
Debt Assistance Recipients

The NBA Foundation’s first-ever recipients of our $1,000 Student Education Debt
Assistance grants have been selected. The NBA received 19 applications and our judges
would tell you that all 19 were deserving, making it a very challenging
review. Congratulations to these dedicated employees and NBA members!   

Robyn Burnison
Sales & Promotions Assistant

NRG Media – Lincoln

Kirsten Grindel
Traffic Director

Summit Media – Omaha

https://ne-ba.org/uncategorized/virtual-job-fair-registration/
mailto:linda@ne-ba.org


Steffani Nolte
Chief Photographer

KMTV – Omaha

Clay Patton
Farm Broadcaster
KRVN – Lexington

Jennie Tachovsky
Sales Coordinator

KBIE/KNCY – Nebraska City

Legislative Update



State Legislative Update
Today marks Day 53 of our state
legislative session. Priority bills have
been designated and action on the
floor is heating up. The NBA and our
lobbying partners at Radcliffe
Gilbertson Brady will continue
watching for possible amendments
and bills of concern to our member
stations. We remain on alert for
Winner Take All (LB 76) and any
potential tax on advertising. A
proposed modernization of our state’s
Open Meetings Act (LB 83) appears
to be moving in the right
direction. The NBA thanks Senator
Mike Flood for his extended efforts
on the language and ensuing floor
debate of LB 83.     

Federal Legislative Update
Even with pandemic recovery and
stimulus relief still dominating the
federal headlines, the NAB is starting
to identify potential issues of concern
to broadcasters under the new
administration. Continued opposition
to a proposed “performance tax” on
radio stations, maintaining the
deductibility of advertising as a
business expense and the
preservation of local journalism are
likely to be focal points. Our executive
committee members will have virtual
meetings with our federal delegates
in May and we’ll let you know if we
need NBA members to take any
action as the year unfolds.       

To learn more about any of these issues, contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org or 402-933-5995.

Chairman's Column

Mark Jensen
MWB Broadcasting II

Mid Nebraska Broadcasting

Fellow broadcasters,

As Jim Timm, our President/Executive
Director, asked me to prepare a column for
The Modulator I found myself thinking
about our members and wondering how
business is going so far this year. I can
only hope that you are seeing the makings
of a better 2nd quarter in which many
broadcasters took a hit last year as
businesses started to shut down and
agencies started pulling buys. The good
news this year is that we are seeing a
greater number of people getting their
vaccine across the state and those
numbers continue to climb which should
put us in good shape by May. Hopefully
this summer we can get back to doing
remotes and outdoor events and get back
out in the public where our industry shines. 



Ord/Broken Bow

May is also a very busy month for the NBA as the Executive Committee will take part in
the very first virtual NAB State Leadership Conference. On Tuesday May 11th at 11 a.m.
we will be in a Zoom meeting for four hours to go over what the NAB feels are concerns
for our industry on Capitol Hill that we need to address to support our members. Then on
Wednesday May 12th we will have our virtual Hill visits which will eliminate a lot of
walking, security check points and unfortunately, we will miss the Nebraska Breakfast
meeting that I personally enjoy with all of our Senators and Congressmen. Normally at this
time the Chairman’s column would be talking about our visits in DC having already been
there in February, but this year it was moved to May to handle all of the changes needed
to keep everyone safe.

Also in May, the NBA Board of Directors will meet for our Spring board meeting in Grand
Island to go over a number of topics including our Annual Convention in August. I am
pleased to report that we will indeed have our NBA convention this year.  I want to
thank the many members who responded to last week’s survey about potential convention
attendance. I can’t tell you how much I missed not having our convention last year. It’s
always good to get together with fellow broadcast friends across the state and learn about
new products, get pumped up for our industry with motivational speakers, present awards
to the best of the best and swap stories in the hospitality suite. I cherish my broadcast
friendships here in the state and look forward to getting together again in August. I will
finish up this report by saying, stay safe my friends!

Mark Jensen

Chairman of the Board
Nebraska Broadcasters Association

NBA Members Select
EEO Scholarship Recipients

Congratulations to Wynn Cannon and Kylee Sodomka, recipients of the NBA
Foundations 2021 EEO Scholarships! Each will receive $2,000.00 to help fund their
education and will be recognized at the NBA Annual Convention in August.

Cannon is pursuing her degree in Organizational and Relational Communication at UNK
and is on track to graduate in May of 2023. Sodomka is majoring in Sports Media and
Communication/Broadcasting at UNL and is also on track to graduate in May of 2023.

The NBA thanks the hard-working people at our 40+ participating SEUs who took the time
to review each student’s application materials.  



Wynn Cannon Kylee Sodomka

NBA Foundation Awards Four
High School Senior Scholarships

The NBA Foundation (NBAF) is awarding $1,000.00 scholarships to four Nebraska high
school seniors with plans to earn a broadcasting-related degree and aspirations to work in
broadcasting. Applications were reviewed by a panel of NBA board members, resulting in
the following students earning a scholarship:  

Corie McCowin, Omaha North High
School. Corie will attend the University of
Nebraska – Lincoln to pursue a degree in
Journalism/Mass Communications.

Jenna Reynolds, Millard West High
School. Jenna will attend the University of
Nebraska - Lincoln to pursue a degree in
Broadcast Journalism/Marketing.



Camden Rine, Waverly High School.
Camden will attend the University of
Nebraska - Lincoln to pursue a degree in
Sports Media and Communication.

Jonathan Willis, Millard West High
School. Jonathan will attend the University
of Nebraska - Kearney to pursue a degree
in Sports Communication.

NBA Board Chairman Mark Jensen said: “The NBA Board of Directors has emphasized
supporting students interested in broadcasting from an early age. Beyond the scholarships
we provide to college students, we see a need to assist graduating high school seniors as
they begin college and their journey to joining the broadcast industry. We are proud to
support these outstanding students who we hope will become a part of the next
generation of outstanding Nebraska broadcasters.”

Congratulations Corie, Jenna, Camden and Jonathan!

Who will be honored as the best of the best in Nebraska broadcasting in 2021? Your first
step on the road to victory is entering the competition between April 15 and May 4.

New categories in 2021: “Best Spot Weather” for Radio and TV, and “Best Weathercast”
for TV.

Complete details here.

100% of all entry fees fund student scholarships through the NBA Foundation. The NBA
thanks Pinnacle Bank and Nebraska Public Power District for their continued sponsorship
of this awards program.

Happy 98th Birthday to Dick Chapin
Legendary Nebraska broadcaster Dick Chapin celebrated his 98th birthday on March
20th. Dick received an abundance of well wishes via phone calls, cards, emails, flowers,
and three birthday cakes. NBA Chairman of the Board Mark Jensen visited Dick on his
big day to present an NBA cake with best wishes from our Board of Directors. 

https://ne-ba.org/headlines/2021-pinnacle-awards-categories-rules-dates/


Dick Chapin with Mark Jensen Chapin with one of three cakes

Members in the Spotlight

KFOR/KLMS (Alpha Media – Lincoln)
sports director Jeff Motz

was named the National Sports
Media Association's 2020

Nebraska Sportscaster of the Year.

KOPW (NRG Media – Omaha)
now airs syndicated morning show

“The Breakfast Club,”
featuring DJ Envy, Angela Yee
 and Charlamagne tha God.  

Kerry Semrad, general manager
of KZUM (Sunrise Communications –

Lincoln) has been appointed to the
board of directors and named

The Academy of Country Music
named Steve Lundy and Gina

Melton, co-hosts of “Steve & Gina in



treasurer of the National Federation
of Community Broadcasters.

the Morning” on KXKT (iHeart Media
– Omaha), as nominees for the 56th

ACM Awards in the “On Air
Personality of the Year – Medium

Market” category. The ACM Awards
will be announced on April 18.

Board Briefs
A summary of the NBA Board of Directors winter meeting

held virtually on February 2, 2021
  

Chairman Mark Jensen called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. Minutes from the
November 5, 2020 meeting were approved. 
 
Financial: Secretary-Treasurer Shannon Booth presented financial reports October,
November and December, which were approved.   
 
Legislative/FOI: Jensen and President/Executive Director Jim Timm provided an update
on federal and state legislative matters, including bills of interest to Media of Nebraska.
 
Member Services: Timm provided updates on various member services and benefits. A
motion was approved to begin offering Virtual Job Fairs to NBA members. 
 
Convention: It was noted that a member survey will be sent in late March regarding August
convention participation, with the executive committee to make the final decision on our
2021 convention thereafter. It was agreed to add two new weather categories to the
Pinnacle Awards for 2021.   
       
Future Talent: Chairperson Elect Ami Graham and Timm reported on a pending transition
for the “Introduction to Broadcast Advertising Sales” course provided by P1 Learning at
NCC, UNL and UNO.     
 
Jensen thanked everyone for their participation and the meeting adjourned at 11:47
a.m.              

Rewind

REWIND

The NBA thanks President
Emeritus Marty
Riemenschneider
for compiling items from the NBA
archives.

1966: 55 Years Ago

Will Huett, program director of KSCR, Chadron points out that radio station and battery-
powered transistor radios are an unbeatable combination in a blizzard. When a three-day
blizzard smothered Nebraska last month, KCSR's staff "worked a couple of hundred extra
man hours getting information to rural people who were without power and telephones
while 60-70 mph winds howled and blew snow into 8 to 15-foot drifts." 



1971: 50 Years Ago

The FCC has approved a transfer of license for KRNY, 1460 AM in Kearney, from Radio
Kearney, Inc., to Semeco Broadcasting of McCook, headed by W.O. “Bill” Corrick as
president. Semeco is also the licensee of KCIX, McCook. 

1981: 40 Years Ago

KTNC, 1230 AM, Falls City, has been sold by Towle Interests to CR Communications for
$270,000 which included a CP for an FM yet to be built. Buyer is owned by Charles A.
Radatz and 3 others. Radatz is Sales Manager at WKTS (AM) in Sheboygan, WI.

Mid-Plains Broadcasting has filed for 103.5 mhz in North Platte, a Class C FM. Joe
DiNatale, long time broadcaster is a partner in the filing. Joe is a longtime NBA member,
having been President, Director and member for over 30 years. Others in the corporation
are Neil Nelkin, Seymour Nelkin, Charles Schwartz and Eugene Brase. 

1991: 30 Years Ago

Don Felton, former GM for KLDZ, Lincoln, joins the sales staff of WOWT, Omaha. John
Clark, WOWT News Director announced installation of computerized equipment making
possible closed captioning for hearing-impaired on all local newscasts. 

Appointments of honor: Larry Rice, KBRB, Ainsworth has been appointed to the
Governor’s Rural Development Committee, and Eric Brown, KRVN, Lexington has been
appointed to UNL’s Chancellor Search Committee. Congrats to both.

2001: 20 Years Ago

The NBA Awards of Excellence for 2001 will feature a new category: Broadcast Sports
Awards of Excellence, which will include best play-by-play, best in-depth stories and best
sportscast. In addition, the Honorable Mention award will become Bronze. NBA President
Scott Poese says, “the 2001 Convention will be a must-attend event.” The annual
meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn Convention Center in Kearney. 

2011: 10 Years Ago

Dennis and Kathi Brown of Chadrad Communications, owners of KCSR, Chadron, have
signed on their new FM, KBPY, 107.7 FM, licensed to Hays Springs.

The Local Radio Freedom Act (SR 7), seen as the antidote to the Performance Rights Act,
has been introduced in the Senate by Sen. Ben Nelson (D-NE) along with John Barasso
(R-WY). Nelson said that Congress should not impose taxes on small businesses in
Nebraska which would threaten their financial viability. “Across rural Nebraska, local radio
stations provide a unique link to local news, weather and entertainment, which should not
be jeopardized by new taxes from Washington.”



NBA Delegation at the NBA Leadership Conference with Senator Ben Nelson
L-R: Roger Moody, KLKN TV; NBA Chairman Mark Jensen, KAWL/KTMX; Eric Brown, KRVN;

Senator Nelson; Sarah Smith, KETV; Marty Riemenschneider, NBA President

Sync with the NBA Calendar

EVENTS, MEETINGS & DEADLINES

Pinnacle Awards Practice Window Open: April 1-7, 2021

Virtual Job Fair Station Registration Deadline:  April 8, 2021

Over-The-Top: What Every Local TV and Radio Seller Must Know As You're Selling
For, or Competing Against, OTT Webinar: April 13, 2021

Pinnacle Awards Entry Window Open:  April 15 through 5:00 PM CST, May 4, 2021

Virtual Job Fair : April 19-23, 2021

Broadcast RF Thermal Imaging Webinar: April 20, 2021 10 AM CST

2021 NBA Annual Convention (La Vista): August 10-11, 2021

2022 NBA Annual Convention (Lincoln): August 9-10, 2022

2021 GOVERNOR RICKETTS CALL-IN SHOW SCHEDULE
All shows air at 2:00pm C / 1:00pm M

Governor Pete Ricketts

More than 30 member stations across Nebraska carry the
NBA Governor’s Monthly Call In Show, which originates
from KFOR in Lincoln with distribution support from
Husker IMG Sports. Call volume is strong and listener
passion evident on the variety of issues raised during
each program. The NBA and Governor Ricketts thank our
many affiliates and remind you to promote each month’s
program on the air, online and through social media.
2020 Governor Ricketts Call-In Show Dates:

April 5, 2021
May 17, 2021 
June 14, 2021 

       (future dates pending)

In Remembrance



Robert "Bob" DeanRobert "Bob" Dean
Robert "Bob" Dean passed away on March
25, 2021. His Omaha radio career included
time as a DJ on KOIL, as GM of KESY and
putting KXKT on the air with his business
partners.

Scott HowittScott Howitt
Scott Howitt passed away on March 14,
2021. His on-air, programming and
consulting career included Omaha, Lincoln,
Mobile, AL and Phoenix, AZ.

Visit our Website

https://www.ne-ba.org/

