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Subject:  Geography 

Term 1 

Week: 8   Lesson Number: 18 

Date: ___/___/2021  

Unit: 11.2 Air Pressure and Global Wind System 

Topic: Air Pressure  

Subtopic:  Global Air Pressure 

Learning Outcomes:  

1. Describe the global atmospheric pressure. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Introduction 

This lesson requires you to refer to your notes from lesson 14-16 and resources embedded in 

the lesson handout. 

 

Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible.  

 

Reading Resource 

Read the information below to revise what was covered in week 7 lesson 16 and 17 before 

answering the Practice questions. If you missed the lessons, I would encourage you to copy 

down the 8 points (bullet) under Global Winds. 

 

Global Winds 

 Heating of the planet is not uniform because of Earth’s shape. 

 The Earth receives more heat at the equator and less heat at the poles (angle of 
insolation) 

 This results in low pressure at the equator and high pressure at the poles 

 If winds blow from high pressure to low pressure you would expect the winds to blow in 
a straight line from the poles to the equator. 

 The winds do not blow in a straight line. 

 This is because of the rotation of the Earth.  Also called the Coriolis Effect. 

 The rotation causes the winds to shift and the convection cells to break up into 3 cells in 
each hemisphere  

 All of these factors combine to form our Global wind patterns.  
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Below is a diagram illustrating how the global wind system look horizontally. 

 

 

What it looks like on a global view. 

  

 

Practice Exercise 1 

Read the information above to answer the questions.  Copy the questions into your exercise 

book and then answer the questions in complete sentences. 

 

1. In the diagram ‘Effects of temperature on pressure’, explain why low pressure 
develops around the equator.  
 

2. Explain why there is high pressure developing along the equator in the diagram ‘Effects 
of rotation on pressure?’ 

 

 
 

 

 


