
Sermon 28: Revelation 7: Interlude

OUTLINE

The 144 000
The Great Multitude

INTRODUCTION

‘Who can stand?’  This is the question that the last chapter has ended with.  We saw a 
picture of the four horsemen devastating the earth, we had intimations of the church being 
ravaged in martyrdom and the whole earth being judged by God in a terrifying and 
irresistible judgement.  The question on everyone’s mind in the churches receiving this letter
would be, what about the church?  Chapter 7 is the answer to that question.  This chapter is
called an interlude by many.  In the midst of the storm of judgements between the 6th and 
7th seal there is a peaceful eye in the storm where God magnifies His dealings with the 
apple of His eye.  He paints in beautiful pictures the fulfilment of the many promises of 
protection, keeping and reward for the overcomers.  

This chapter is a storm of contention among the different schools of interpretation.  The 
Historicist school sees this chapter as describing God holding back the four winds of the 
Barbarian horde that would ravage the Roman Empire, as well as the false teaching of Arius 
and Pelagius after Constantine while He seals and protects the church symbolised by the 
144 000 for protection.  The Preterist school sees the 144 000 as the Jewish believers who 
heeded Christ’s warning to flee Judea when the abomination that causes desolation was 
surrounding Jerusalem.  The Great multitude is seen as the many more Gentiles that would 
be saved than Jews in fulfilment of Is. 54:1.  The Futurist school believes that the church is 
removed from the earth before the Rapture and that the 144 000 are literal Jews in 
fulfilment of Romans 11:26-32 who then evangelise the world resulting in the great 
multitude of Gentiles getting saved.  According to some Dispensationalists those Gentiles 
because they missed the rapture will worship before an earthly throne not a heavenly one 
after their resurrection as second class saints.  

Our approach is different and it is a simple one.  The book of Revelation has a particular 
device that is repeated where the Seer hears one thing but when it is unveiled it has a form 
different to what He heard.  In 5:5 one of the elders speaks about the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah but when Christ is revealed He appears as a slain lamb 5:6.  In Revelation 21:9 John 
is told he will be shown the bride of Christ but in v10 he is shown the New Jerusalem.  
Likewise we hear 144 000 being sealed 7:4 but then we see a Great multitude 7:9.  In every
case we have complimentary descriptions of the same reality.  
Secondly, we understand that this is the same group in two different position.  One the one 
hand we have the church on earth, the church militant who is engaged in war and is 
numbered like an army and sealed as God’s possession as a guarantee of being claimed by 
Him on the day of Redemption Eph. 4:30.  Then we have a picture of the same church who 



has suffered and entered into their victory and rest, the church triumphant as a numberless 
multitude before God’s throne.  

The 144 000

Who then are the 144 000 thousand?  They are not the post-Rapture Jewish evangelists of 
the Great Tribulation.  Revelation is a symbolic book where OT pictures are brought to bear 
upon God’s work in the NT.  This picture of Jewishness is just a symbol for the NT people of 
God made up of both Jews and Gentiles.  This is firstly confirmed by the details of the text.  
The list has several features which show us that it is symbolic and not like the usual ones 
found in the OT.
Firstly, we see the inclusion of Manasseh who was one of Jacob’s grandsons not one of his 
sons.
Secondly, Dan one of the 12 traditional tribes is excluded.  This is likely for theological 
reasons for Dan was associated with the antichrist in the intertestamental period and 
famous for idolatry.
Thirdly, Joseph is included but not Ephraim.
Fourthly, Levi appears who has no inheritance or claim to land.
Fifthly, in 3:12 the promise of a seal is given to Gentile believers and not Jews to the 
exclusion of Gentiles.
Sixthly, we have mentioned the device of seeing and hearing of the same reality in 
complimentary pictures.
Seventhly, this same group is symbolised as male priests who are ritually pure of having 
relations with women 14:4, the idea that there are no women is clearly an indication of the 
symbolism of priesthood.
Eighthly, symbolic changes like moving Judah from 4th to 1st on account of it being the tribe 
of the Messiah; and the children of a concubine, the outcasts and downtrodden being given 
a more prominent position  moving from last to 3rd-6th.  
Ninthly, the 10 northern tribes were lost to exile and only 3 full tribes existed at the time of 
Christ.

Secondly the rest of the NT confirms that the church made up of believing Jews and 
Gentiles are the Israel of God to whom the promises apply.
Gal. 6:16, ‘And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon 
the Israel of God.’
1 Pet. 2:9-10, ‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.’
Ephesians 2:11-22, ‘Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called 
"the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands--- 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 



one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law 
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in
place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in 
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 
In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.’  
The single olive tree of Rom. 11:17-24.

The notion of sealing is familiar in the NT as we have been told about the Holy Spirit who is 
God’s seal of ownership upon us and a guarantee that we will be resurrected when Jesus 
comes again, Eph. 1:13-14, 4:30.  The idea is also found in Ezekiel 9 where before the final 
destruction of Jerusalem Ezekiel is shown a scribe who marks the faithful people of God who
are to be preserved from God’s wrath being poured out on Jerusalem.  The seal we are told 
in 14:1 is the name of God, ‘Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and 
with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads.’  Like 
in Ezekiel 9 we understand this to be an invisible mark.  The mark of the beast is a 
counterfeit of God’s original.  This also helps us to see what the nature of the mark of the 
beast is, that it is not a literal number but used to indicate ownership. 

This chapter is chronologically prior to the four horsemen.  The four winds being held in 
check until the saints are sealed are likely figurative of the four horsemen.  This is confirmed
by the fact that the four horsemen are connected to the four winds, Zech. 6:5.  God is seen 
to count those who are His like a shepherd counts His sheep insuring that not one is lost.  
They are then marked as His possession and as a guarantee of their final salvation.  Who 
are those who will stand, it is God’s sealed ones.  

The Great Multitude

The second half of the vision is as important as the first to encourage the persecuted 
Christians.  The number of 12 times 12 times 1000 = a great multitude that no one could 
number.  The people of God may appear to be the underdogs and outnumbered but the 
eschatological people of God are not a meagre few but a horde.  This second vision moves 
from the church militant to the church triumphant.  They are portrayed as before God’s 
throne in white garments, the promised reward of those in Sardis 3:5.  They are shown to 
be participating in the heavenly scene of Christ’s exaltation and authority.  They are exaltant
in worship and there is no doubt in their statements, ‘and crying out with a loud voice, 
"Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, "Amen! 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our 
God forever and ever! Amen."’ 7:10-12.



These are the souls of the saints under the altar.  This is made clear in 13-14 where we are 
told that they are the faithful saints who endured in the great tribulation, ‘Then one of the 
elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have 
they come?" 14 I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones 
coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.’

The point of this vision is to portray the beauty of their rest and the great victory they are 
enjoying.  Some have thought that the closing verses are descriptive of the New Creation, 
and the descriptions do seem fitting.  I however am convinced that the vision is describing 
the perfected spirits of the martyrs and the victory and paradise of the intermediate state.  
The main reason for this is that there is still a heavenly temple mentioned in v15 where in 
the New Creation there is no temple 21:22.  Psalm 23 and the notion of God and Christ as 
our Shepherd is woven strongly into this section.  We see that we are in His house and 
presence forevermore; we have the privilege of serving Him the best life day and night; we 
have the shelter of His presence being kept from all harm and pain; no hunger or thirst but 
we have pasture and water; the elements do not harm us; we will be satisfied with living 
water and every tear will be dried.  This is comfort of the saints and what it means to die.  
We may fear the process of dying but we do not need to fear the destination.  This is what 
Paul meant when he said it was gain to die.  It may not be the further clothing of our 
glorified bodies, but if this is what naked in God’s presence is like glorification will be more 
amazing still.  

So what is the message of this chapter?  Christ is the Good Shepherd, He knows His sheep 
and they know Him, He has numbered them all and none shall be snatched from His hand 
and He will raise them up at the last day.  We are marked for God with a seal of ownership 
and guarantee.  We will be kept by Him and for Him.  Though we will suffer persecution 
there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  Who will stand 
on judgement day when God pours out His wrath upon sin?  Those who are the Lord’s.        
      
  


