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Big Idea —  Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of Heaven. To 
enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and flow out of an available 
vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and how anyone who desires it can be 
a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

• Week 1 — Thy Kingdom Come 
Our human nature does not naturally fit into the kingdom of Heaven; we must be transformed to 
live in His realm.

• Week 2 — Yesterday 
God poured out the Holy Ghost in a significant and powerful way on the Day of Pentecost (the 
initial outpouring) and in the early years of the twentieth century. This lesson highlights the 
characteristics of those groups of people and how they prayed and believed for God’s kingdom 
to come in their lives.  

• Week 3 — Today
If we have His Spirit flowing through us in prayer, His words being planted in us through Bible 
study, and His will replacing our will through fasting, others will see Him and His kingdom 
established wherever we are.

• Week 4 — Forever 
Aligning with the kingdom of God gives us an understanding of eternity and births a burden 
for the gospel. Through this understanding we can not only know God and experience Him for 
ourselves, but we can turn around act as God’s ambassadors to a lost world.

www.link247.org

Editor in Chief
Robin Johnston

Associate Editors
P. Daniel Buford 
Lee Ann Alexander

Field Editor
Evan Zenobia

Writer
Matt Johnson

Designer
Ansley Creative

—YOUTH



©2019 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 2www.link247.org

LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students with 
biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are teaching. 
Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to apply 
the truth in their daily lives.

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect with 
the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the Bible 
with the students.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or more of 
the Arrive options.
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Week 2 — Yesterday 
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Series Big Idea
Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of Heaven. 
To enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and flow out of an 
available vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and how anyone who 
desires it can be a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Acts 1; 2

BOTTOM LINE
God poured out the Holy Ghost in a 
significant and powerful way on the Day 
of Pentecost (the initial outpouring) and 
in the early years of the twentieth century. 
This lesson highlights the characteristics 
of those groups of people and how they 
prayed and believed for God’s kingdom to 
come in their lives. 
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Discussion 
Option 2 — Historical Presentations
Option 3 — The First Still Falls

A. The First-Century Church 
B. The Twentieth-Century Church

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. The Twenty-First Century Church 
B. Is He First?
C. Inviting His Kingdom In

Option 1 — Prayer 
Option 2 — A Great Cloud of Witnesses 

4. ARRIVE

—YOUTH
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LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Discussion 
A. How has God’s kingdom come in the world in the past?
B. How has God’s kingdom come in your life in the past?
C. What are some things that attract God and bring His kingdom to earth?

Option 2 — Historical Presentations
A. For this option, in advance of class order Their Story: Twentieth-Century Pentecostals by Fred 

Foster (available at www.pentecostalpublishing.com). 
B. Divide students into two groups: those who study the day of Pentecost and those who will study 

twentieth-century Pentecostal revival. Instruct those studying the day of Pentecost to review 
Acts 2 and those studying early revival to review Their Sory: Twentieth-Century Pentecostals.

C. Give each group time to create a summary of information about their topic and than ask for 
group presentations.

D. Fill in any blanks after student presentations with the information below:
E. The Day of Pentecost

1. Pentecost means fifty days after Passover. Just a short time after Jesus had been crucified, 
120 people gathered in the upper room. They were waiting for a manifestation of His 
Spirit that He had promised. 

2. After praying and being in unity, everyone in the house was filled when the Holy Ghost 
fell in a mighty way. 

3. This was the beginning of the church. No longer was the presence of God only for 
people of Jewish descent; it was now open to anyone who desired His presence 
(Revelation 22:17). Thus, the first-century church began. 

F. The Azusa Street Revival
1. At the turn of the twentieth century, a group of people had received the revelation that 

speaking in tongues was the outward manifestation of receiving the Holy Ghost. 
2. After having small meetings here and there, they secured a location on Azusa Street in 

Los Angeles, California. A multicultural and multi-denominational revival sparked, and 
many began receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost by the evidence of speaking in tongues. 

3. This began a spiritual awakening across the United States and was the birth of the 
modern Pentecostal movement. 

4. Sometime later, certain individuals received the revelation of the oneness of God and 
baptism in the name of Jesus. This was the birth of the United Pentecostal Church 
International, the largest oneness Pentecostal organization. 
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G. These two major outpourings of the Holy Ghost are key moments in the history of the church 
and give insight into what it means for God’s kingdom to come in us on earth today.

 Option 3 — The First Still Falls
A. At the Azusa Centennial Celebration, a special production was put on to demonstrate what 

happened at Azusa and what lead up to it. Several scenes illustrate what those early meetings 
looked like. To help students visualize, show some clips of the drama. 

B. Access the drama by searching “The Fire Still Falls Azusa Drama” currently hosted at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyc65wmBawo.
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. The First-Century Church
1. The people in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost were acting in obedience, out of faith, 

on the words of Jesus, without a prior manifestation of anything like this before. 
a. Jesus told them the Holy Ghost and fire would come and baptize them (Acts 1:5). He did 

not say when; He just told them to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of this moment (Acts 
1:4). They obeyed His words (Acts 1:12–13).

b. They were in unity, together in prayer, while they waited for the Kingdom to be 
manifested in them (Acts 1:14). 

c. After being filled with Holy Ghost, Peter stood up and became a witness to all who would 
listen (Acts 2:14–40). This was obedience to Jesus telling them they would be witnesses 
after the outpouring of the Holy Ghost (Acts 1:8). 

d. They all became witnesses, and thus began the first greatest manifestation of the kingdom 
of God (Acts 2:42–47). 

2. The apostles knew the power did not come from them, but was from God alone. He was the 
only one who received the glory. 
a. Peter told the lame man he had nothing of worldly value, but what he had was the power 

and authority of the name of Jesus (Acts 3:6). The lame man walked again, and God got 
the credit (Acts 3:12–16; 4:10–12). 

b. Saul (also called Paul) persecuted the church, and they were afraid of him. Yet even 
though Saul was intimidating, Ananias’ faith and trust in God’s ability made way for Saul’s 
conversion into an apostle (Acts 9:12–18). 

3. The early church committed to giving their lives for the gospel and to see the kingdom of God 
manifested on earth. 
a. Stephen had so much faith in God’s kingdom and in the gospel of the kingdom (Acts 6:8), he 

had the courage to preach to the synagogue that had stirred up and believed false witnesses 
against him (6:9–15; 7:1–53). Even in the face of death, he honored God (Acts 7:55–60). 

b. Paul left tradition, position, and power to be an apostle of God. He went through many 
trials, but he still said none of it mattered if he “may win Christ” (Philippians 3:8). 

B. The Twentieth-Century Church
1. Like the early church, those who were a part of the Azusa Street revival in 1906 had been 

hearing the Word of God as they read and preached the events of the Book of Acts. They 
began to seek God’s presence and pray for an outpouring like that in the New Testament. 
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2. Their obedience to the Word of God led to the birth of the modern Pentecostal movement. 
What followed was a mirror of the Book of Acts: miracles, signs, wonders, and preaching that 
proclaimed Jesus and His gift of the Holy Ghost as essential to salvation. 

3. These people were not rich and did not put on shows. They simply prayed and worshiped 
God, inviting His presence and glory into their lives. Many sacrificed much so the gospel 
could be spread.

4. God’s kingdom came in their lives because they placed Him, His Word, and His presence 
above all else. 
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. The Twenty-First Century Church
1. According to the prophetic facts of the Bible, we are living in the times of the second 

coming of Jesus. The Bible prophesies in Joel 2:28 and again in Acts 2:17 that in the last 
days, God will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. 

2. It has been preached for decades that there will be an outpouring greater than that of both 
the first-century church and the twentieth-century church. This is based on the concept that 
the latter rain of the church will be greater than the former rain (Haggai 2:9). 

3. We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
a. Not only is it possible for greater days to come to the church, but it is worth every 

sacrifice (Hebrews 12:1). 
b. A. W. Tozer said, “Anything God has ever done, He can do now. Anything God has 

ever done anywhere, He can do here. Anything God has ever done for anyone, He can 
do for you.” 

B. Is He First?
1. An important characteristic found in both groups from the past is: God was first. His Word, 

His ways, and His presence were more important to early believers than anything else. 
a. More important than money and fame
b. More important than family and tradition
c. More important that comfort and ease
d. More important than their own time

2. Another vital characteristic that resounds throughout each story from these two eras is: 
obedience. When God spoke, early believers obeyed. When God called, they responded. 
a. They obeyed even when those around them criticized. 
b. They obeyed even though they were persecuted. 
c. They obeyed even knowing it would cost them everything. 

3. Finally, their faith activated them into action and drew God’s presence to them (Hebrews 11:6). 
a. They believed that God would do what He said He would do through His power alone. 
b. They believed it would change them and their world.
c. They believed that nothing could stand in the way of God’s plan. 
d. They believed it would be worth every sacrifice.
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C. Inviting His Kingdom In
1. God’s prophetic Word will come to pass. He will use a group of people to be the conduits for 

His kingdom to come on earth. 
2. Whom He chooses will depend on us. 

a. Who will place God above everything else?
b. Who will obey, no matter what?
c. Who will believe that God alone holds the power?

3. When we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” we are saying, “I want You, God, above all else—Your 
ways above mine, Your thoughts above mine, Your plan above mine.”
a. This means saying no to less important things. 
b. This means submitting when we do not agree. 
c. This means believing when impossibility is all we can see. 

4. God is looking for someone to create a place for Him and His presence. He wants to pour 
out His Spirit like never before (and He is doing that in many places around the world). He is 
searching for a vessel that is asking for His kingdom to come in. Will it be you?



©2019 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 22www.link247.org

—YOUTH

4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer 
A. Lead students in prayer, asking God to help them invite His kingdom into their lives, putting Him 

first, obeying His Word, and believing in what He can do in their lives. 
B. Give students time to talk to God and examine their lives to get rid of anything that is hindering 

His kingdom from coming in them.

Option 2 — A Great Cloud of Witnesses 
A. Have one or two elders in the church come and share the moment they received the Holy Ghost 

and what it was like for them. 
B. Have them share what it changed in their lives and how it affected those around them.


