
This lesson takes students through the background of the development of the 14 Points, and the issues 
surrounding their passage. Students read a two page background, visit stations with each of the 14 points 
(some are combined), and generate a list of ideals that represent the 14 Points. As an exit ticket, students create 
WORD ART to represent the ideas that Wilson strove to represent with the 14 points. 

Before Class...
❏ READ THROUGH the historical background and the stations. The students will be generating words 

that they think represent the ideals of the 14 points. Therefore, you should think about each of the 
major sections and generate a list of possibilities. This way, when students start to brainstorm their 
own words, you’ll have a list to help them if they’re stuck.

❏ PRINT STATIONS - Each station only needs to be printed once. When placing stations around the 
classroom, you need also include a location for students to brainstorm terms. This can be done by 
adding a station to a classroom chalkboard, a larger piece of butcher paper, or on a whiteboard. 
Basically, students need to be able to annotate the points with adjectives. (Also note that there is a 
digital Jamboard version for students to utilize.)

❏ COPY HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - make a copy for each student.

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8 - 11!!

Supporting Question ● How did the 14 points represent Progressive ideals? 

Formative 
Performance Task

Students will read a historical background and complete questions relating to a 
historical background reading discussing the Woodrow Wilson and the 14 Points. 
Then, they will analyze the 14 points to determine how they should best be 
described.  

Conceptual 
Understanding (NY 
State)

8.4d Following extensive political debate, the United States refused to ratify the 
Treaty of Versailles. The United States then sought to return to pre-war policies by 
focusing on domestic rather than international matters. 

Content 
Specifications (NY 
State)

8.4d.1 - Students will examine Wilson’s Fourteen Points and investigate reasons 
why the United States Senate refused to support the Treaty of Versailles, focusing 
on opposition to the League of Nations.

Sources: Student Resources:
● Each student should receive a copy of the historical background. As for the 

exit ticket, teachers need to determine whether they wish students to create 
a digital version of the Word Art, or if the would prefer students to create a 
paper version, If teachers are having students create a paper version, 
students will need a copy of the exit ticket also. 

Teacher Resources:

● Google Slides Version of the Historical Background discussing the Wilson 
and the 14 Points

● Google Slides Version of the Stations
● Jamboard version of stations 
● Digital version of Historical Background 



❏ DISTRIBUTE the historical background and have students read and answer the questions. This 
can be assigned as homework the day before, or completed in class with students. 

❏ DISCUSS THE STATIONS ACTIVITY When students visit each station, they will be reading the 
text and then generating adjectives that represent the ideas created with the “point.” I’d suggest 
modeling the first station, and having students complete that one as a class. Therefore, they’ll 
understand what they need to do to on the remaining stations. Give students two to three minutes 
at each station. Each group might generate only one or two words at each station, however, 
collectively, the class should come up with a good list of words. 

Students should then make sure all of the words they like are copied into a list on their exit ticket. 

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8 - 11!!

Classroom Procedure...

❏ COMPLETE STATIONS Give students two to three minutes at each station. Each group might 
generate only one or two words at each station, however, collectively, the class should come up with 
a good list of words. If necessary, teaches might write a collective list of words on the board that 
students can pick from for their word art. 

DRAW A WORD ART IMAGE The template of 
a peace dove has been provided for students to 
create an exit ticket. Students can use the word 
list then generated to fill the exit ticket 
template with repeated words. Teachers can 
use the example provided to show students 
what they will create.  

For the Exit Ticket...

CREATE A DIGITAL WORD ART Students 
can also use the website wordart.com. This 
website is very easy and student friendly. 
Students insert the words they wish to include, 
and then they can pick the shape, the fonts, the 
layout, and the style. They can even download 
the image as a simple jpg or png. Students can 
either print the image they create, or upload 
the image to Google Classroom. 

Teachers can choose from two options to have students synthesize their learning.

Digital Procedure...

❏ This procedure will be similar to the in class procedure. There is a digital slides version of the text, 
and a Jamboard for students to click through to generate their terms. Students can create their exit 
ticket through wordart.com and submit through Google Classroom. 

https://wordart.com/

