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1. F: I can’t wait to see your explanation for this foul  

  up, Herbert.

 M: Look, I was wrong. I admit it. Can’t we just leave it at that?

 F: No. I think you owe me an explanation.

  a. He wants to confess.

  b. He would rather not explain himself.

  c. She will forgive him.

2. M: From what I can tell, it looks like we will have a  

  problem with the authorities.

 F: I’m sure our legal staff can handle things. That’s what  

  they are paid to do.

  a. She believes in their innocence.

  b. She suggests they are not to blame.

  c. She has faith in her lawyers.

3.  F: If we wait until the afternoon, I’m sure there will be  

  less of a crowd.

 M: I doubt it. I’ve heard that people are coming from  

  all over to get tickets to this event. In fact, I’d be  

  surprised if they aren’t sold out once we get up to  

  the window.

  a. They are planning a trip.

  b. They are standing in a line at a box office.

  c. They are waiting for their order.

4.  M: It was my understanding that the order had already  

  been shipped out. If so, where is it?

 F: We have a record of it leaving our warehouse, but  

  we are not responsible for it once it’s in the hands of  

  the shipper.

  a. She refuses to take responsibility.

  b. She dislikes the man’s attitude.

  c. She believes it never left the warehouse.

5.  F: So, what did you think of the candidates’ debate last  

  night? I thought they came across as incompetent.

 M: I don’t know. I thought that Senator Robbins was  

  rather well spoken. I agree with you regarding the  

  other two, though.

  a. She thought he spoke well at the debate.

  b. He does not completely agree with the woman.

  c. She believes the man is incompetent.

6.  M: If you take a left at the next corner, you will see my car  

  double parked across the street. It’s a red Corvette.

 F: Boy, if it were my car, I wouldn’t leave it in the middle  

  of the street, like that.

 M: What can I do? It just died on me.

  a. His car was towed away.

  b. He can’t remember where he left his car.

  c. He claims his car has broken down.

7.  F: Why is Richard here? The last thing I heard, he was  

  on his way to Africa.

 M: Well, that was before we discovered his passport had  

  expired. So we had to send Katie instead.

 F: Oh, no wonder she’s not here at the meeting.

  a. There was a mix up with the flights.

  b. One of their colleagues is missing in action.

  c. There was a problem with their colleague’s travel  

   documents.

8.  M: (Blah!) This coffee is weak. I thought you bought that  

  new brand of coffee - you know the one marked  

  extra strong.

 F: I did. But I thought we’d use up the rest of the other  

  brand first.

  a. She deliberately tried to confuse the man.

  b. She didn’t use the new brand of coffee.

  c. She purchased the wrong coffee.

PRACTICE LISTENING TEST 1
      PART A
In this part, you will hear short conversations. From the three answer choices given, choose the answer 
which means about the same thing as what you hear, or that is true based upon what you hear.
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9.  F: Wow, can you believe we’ve been together for almost  

  ten years, honey?

 M: Where did the time go, darling? 

 F: I guess it’s true what they say about time flying when  

  you are having fun.

  a. They have weathered the years together happily.

  b. They enjoyed the evening out together.

  c. They haven’t flown for almost 10 years.

10.  M: Isn’t that our neighbor on the news?

 F: Yes. It seems he was arrested this morning on  

  drug charges!

 M: Would you believe it? This neighborhood is sure  

  going to pot.

  a. The man would like his pot returned.

  b. The man is concerned about his local environment.

  c. The man is not surprised about his neighbor’s arrest.

11. F: Albert, can you help me with this lawn mower? It  

  seems to be stuck on something.

 M: Wait, let me move some of these boxes to get at it... 

  Ah... There you go.

 F: Thanks.

  a. The man was able to extricate the device.

  b. The woman was unable to water the lawn.

  c. The man helped the woman box up the material.

12.  M: If we leave in the morning, we should make New York  

  by 6pm.

 F: Why don’t we just take the morning flight at 8.30 and  

  we’ll be there by 10am?

 M: Uh, I can’t afford the airfare.

  a. The woman would prefer the train.

  b. The man accuses the woman of being a spendthrift.

  c. The man would rather not fly.

13. F: Hey, Bill! Watch your feet! That’s a four thousand  

  dollar coffee table. 

 M: You’re kidding! What a rip off!

 F: Never mind! Get your feet off of there.

  a. She is bothered by his actions.

  b. She is concerned about the bill.

  c. She dislikes his appearance.

14. M: It says here that this economic crisis will only get worse.

 F: Well, I don’t personally feel like there is an economic  

  crisis on.

 M: Yes, but you earn a six digit income! I wish I could  

  say the same for mine.

  a. He wants to borrow some money from her.

  b. He is envious of her salary.

  c. She thinks he is a snob.

15. F: If only you had taken my route in the first place, we  

  would’ve been there already.

 M: Don’t worry. I’ll ask for directions at the next gas station.

  a. He will get gas soon.

  b. She wants to get out of the car.

  c. They are lost.

16.  F: So this is what it’s like to live in a trailer. It’s a lot  

  roomier than I thought.

 M: Well, that’s because this is double width - um, you  

  know a double sized one. We are certainly moving up  

  in the world!

  a. He believes his fortunes are improving.

  b. He would have preferred a larger trailer.

  c. His home is smaller than she had imagined.

17. F: There’s no point in trying to explain your way out of this  

  one. This is the second time you’ve been arrested this  

  month for fighting in public. And at a bar of all places!

 M: Look, all I know is that I did what I felt was right at the  

  time. The truth is that the other guy had a swing at me  

  first. I was defending myself.

  a. The man was involved in an altercation.

  b. The man lost the match.

  c. The man has a drinking problem.
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18. Why don’t you try this other brand?

 a. I’ve already had some lunch, thank you.

 b. I’ve tried it before, but was dissatisfied.

 c. Hold your horses – I’ve only got two hands!

19. How far is it to Nantucket?

 a. Six hours if you come in early.

 b. No. It was George who took it.

 c. It’s just around the next bend.

20. Can you believe we ate the whole thing?

 a. I don’t know about you, but I’m stuffed.

 b. It’s not the first time it’s finished.

 c. I’m not sure I like that at all.

21. You can see through this fog, can’t you?

 a. All the planes have been grounded.

 b. It’s over there next to that log.

 c. There’s enough visibility, yes.

22. Why don’t you try to get along with your sister?

 a. She refuses to see things my way.

 b. Because we just missed her.

 c. We are like two peas in a pod.

23. What do you recommend for a strong headache?

 a. The shelf at the bottom is collapsing.

 b. There’s a few pain relievers I can recommend.

 c. If I were you, I’d try the operator.

24. I’d prefer a home in the country, wouldn’t you?

 a. I’ve just purchased my home.

 b. I’d rather not as I’m not from this country.

 c. I’m more of a city person, myself.

25. Don’t you keep regular hours?

 a. I’ve always preferred the night life, to be honest.

 b. I can’t stand your complaining.

 c. I only work part-time here.

26. Can I leave my car here?

 a. Sorry, there’s no parking permitted in this zone.

 b. It’s not that far, so we might need to call a cab.

 c. You’ll have to leave it alone.

27. Must you make so much noise?

 a. We’ve been playing folk music for years now.

 b. We’re really sorry for the disturbance.

 c. It’s so loud that it’s ear splitting.

28. I really enjoyed that movie. How about you?

 a. Let’s not go and say we did.

 b. When you look at it that way.

 c. The best I’ve seen in years.

29. How feasible would it be to share expenses?

 a. We can do that if you’d prefer to.

 b. There’s no cover charge here at all.

 c. I’ll get it if you don’t have any objections.

30. What kind of rent do you pay for your office?

 a. More than I can afford.

 b. I have a view of downtown.

 c. It makes no sense to me.

31. I just can’t see the two of them together, can you?

 a. Their divorce has been finalized.

 b. I think they make a nice couple.

 c. It was a battle of wills, wasn’t it?

32. Wouldja like to meet me on Tuesday at 10?

 a. Thanks, I’ll see myself out.

 b. It’s already five days past due date.

 c. Ok, I’ll pencil that in so that I don’t forget.

33. This says “Simpson”, doesn’t it?

 a. That is my view on the matter.

 b. I can’t make out the handwriting.

 c. They want us to have them mailed immediately. 

34. You do want to get ahead here, don’t you?

 a. Yes, but I don’t think there’s enough leg room.

 b. Yes, that’s what my main aim is.

 c. Yes, I’m headed that way.

35. How wouldja like to be in his shoes for a day?

 a. That would be something, wouldn’t it?

 b. To be honest, I just can’t catch a break.

 c. I would, but they’re two sizes too small.

      PART B
In this part, you will hear a question. From the three answer choices given, choose the one which best 
answers the question.
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      PART C
In this part you will hear three short segments from a radio program. The program is called “Learning 
from the Experts.” You will hear what three different radio guests have to say about three different topics. 
Each talk lasts about 2 minutes. As you listen, you may want to take some notes to help you remember 
information given in the talk.

Segment I
36. What is the general topic of this article?
 a. How to detect salmonella contamination.
 b. Treating salmonellosis.
 c. A closer look at salmonella contamination.

37. According to the reporter, the number of cases  
 of Salmonellosis in the United States...
 a. may be far larger than reported.
 b. is 30 times greater than it was in the past.
 c. has grown to 40,000 cases internationally.

38. With regards to contracting salmonellosis,  
 which of the following is NOT true?
 a. Those with poor immune systems are at  
  high risk.
 b. Children are less prone than adults.
 c. Older adults are more susceptible.

39. According to the expert what is one way of  
 preventing the spread of salmonella bacteria?
 a. hand washing
 b. washing laboratory grown vegetables
 c. not eating food products in the bathroom

40. According to the expert, which of the following  
 is true?
 a. Eating food contaminated with salmonella  
  bacteria is fatal.
 b. Commercial fertilizers are the main source  
  of contamination.
 c. Contaminated food looks and smells normal.

F1: A quick glance at today’s headlines will reveal a growing number 
of health scares dominating the news. Consumers are growing 
nervous about whether some of the common food items they 
regularly purchase are safe for consumption. And, according to 
reports, they apparently have good reason to be concerned. For 
a look at the recent string of Salmonella contamination scares, 
our health and science reporter Brian Washington has filed the 
following report:

M: Salmonellosis is a type of food poisoning caused by the bacterium 
salmonella. In the United States alone, it has been estimated that 
there are approximately 40,000 cases of salmonellosis reported 
each year. However, because many milder cases are not 
diagnosed or reported, the actual number of infections could be 
30 or more times greater. Consumers should be concerned about 
these numbers, because they indicate an alarming trend, which 
suggests that health and safety protocols are not being adhered 
to in the food industry. 

 Dr. Larissa Mayhem is an independent consultant for the 
government’s Food and Drug Administration, or FDA for short. 
She discusses salmonella contamination:

F2: The truth is that there are many different kinds of these bacteria, 
but in the United States, the most common are Salmonella 
typhimurium and Salmonella enteritidis, both of which are equally 
harmful.  As most people know, salmonella contamination 
becomes a major concern when it affects our food products. 
Salmonellosis can affect all age ranges, but it is particularly 
serious when contracted by young children, older adults, and 
people with impaired immune systems. Statistically, children are 
more at risk of getting salmonellosis than other age groups. Um ... 
this is probably due to behavior patterns rather than physiological 
or immunological reasons. A salmonella outbreak can occur at 
any time during the year, but it is more common in the summer 
than winter. This is mainly because the bacteria thrive in warmer 
temperatures.

M: Dr. Mayhem suggests that although the FDA sets guidelines for 
how food items may be processed, handled and even shipped, 
salmonella contamination still occurs at food production and 
packaging plants. The condition of salmonellosis is generally 
acquired by eating food contaminated with salmonella bacteria. 
Dr Mayhem discusses how this may occur:

F2: Usually, researchers find that food is contaminated during 
food processing or food handling. It is often transmitted by the 
unwashed hands of an infected food handler. To prevent this, it 
is essential that food handlers maintain good hygiene practices, 
for example, by washing their hands with soap after using the 
bathroom. The number of salmonellosis cases that have been 
attributed to unwashed hands is quite staggering. 

 Now, in terms of what food items are most at risk for contamination, 
I’d have to say that beef, poultry, milk, and eggs are most often 
infected with salmonella. However, vegetables may also be 
contaminated. Again, this may occur because of unsanitary 
handling practices by farmers. And in some cases, fertilizers used 
on farms can cause salmonella contamination. 

M: The FDA publishes a list of products it suspects may be involved in 
outbreaks of salmonellosis online. Dr. Mayhem advises consumers 
to be vigilant of salmonellosis outbreaks in their communities, 
and to throw out any suspected food products immediately. She 
cautions that contaminated foods usually look and smell normal. 
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41. What is the main topic of this report?
 a. Exploring the habitats of alligators   
  and crocodiles.
 b. Why the American alligator has   
  become endangered.
 c. The difference between alligators   
  and crocodiles.

42. What is implied about the American   
 alligator?
 a. Alligators cannot exist in the   
  Atlantic Ocean.
 b. Alligators are not commonly found in  
  northern states of the US.
 c. Both crocodiles and alligators display  
  a clear preference for freshwater.

43. What is NOT true about the alligator?
 a. Its head is more U-shaped than   
  V-shaped.
 b. Its upper and lower jaws have the   
  same width.
 c. No teeth are visible when its mouth is  
  closed.

44. What might account for an alligator   
 being almost all black?
 a. its position on the food chain
 b. its relationship with local crocodiles
 c. the proximity of its habitat to trees

45. What is suggested about the alligator?
 a. It naturally considers humans as prey.
 b. It is more aggressive than the   
  crocodile.
 c. It is generally a shy creature.

F1: The American Alligator is one of the two living species of Alligator left 
in the world today. It is the larger counterpart of the Chinese Alligator... 
and it is commonly believed to be a distant cousin to the crocodile. This 
currently endangered species is only native to the Southeastern United 
States, where it inhabits wetlands that frequently overlap with human-
populated areas. For a look at this Native American species and its 
cousin, the crocodile, environmental reporter Polly Aniston reports:

F2: American alligators are found in the Southeastern United States. They 
are most commonly found in the states of Florida and Louisiana, where 
it is currently estimated that over a million alligators exist in each of 
these states. However, they have also been known to inhabit waters as 
far west as Eastern Texas, and as far north as North Carolina. These 
predators thrive in most freshwater environments, and while in most of 
these areas they are at the top of the food chain, in Southern Florida 
they are forced to co-exist with crocodiles, a cousin with which they are 
often confused.

 Dr. Sam Crocket is a marine biologist at Florida International University. 
He explains the differences between these two creatures:

M: The truth is that crocodiles and alligators do indeed share many 
characteristics, but there are also substantial differences between these 
two large reptiles. For example, the most obvious external differences 
are visible in their heads. Um... the alligator has a wider and shorter 
head, which is more U-shaped than the crocodile’s, whose snout is 
definitely more V-shaped. In addition, you will notice that an alligator’s 
upper jaw is wider than its lower jaw, and the teeth in the lower jaw 
actually fit into ... um ... small depressions in the upper jaw.  The upper 
and lower jaws of the crocodile, on the other hand, are the same width, 
and the teeth in the lower jaw fall along the edge or outside the upper 
jaw when the mouth is closed. So in other words, when you see a 
crocodile with its mouth closed, you will notice that it has a large tooth 
in the lower jaw extending outside the upper jaw.

F2: The natural habitat of these creatures also plays a role in discerning the 
differences between these reptiles. Dr. Crocket explains:

M: Alligators are known to be much more at home in fresh water, while 
crocodiles can better tolerate sea water. This is due to the fact that they 
possess specialized glands for filtering out salt. It’s no wonder then 
that many alligators that are found in northern waters have migrated 
through freshwater streams that flow into the Gulf of Mexico, rather 
than those bodies of water that run off into the Atlantic Ocean. Now, 
the truth is that both creatures can survive in either freshwater or 
seawater, but as I mentioned before, the Alligator just naturally prefers 
freshwater. We, that is ... marine biologists, believe that this disposition 
to freshwater may play a role in why alligators also tend to be darker in 
color than crocodiles. Um, one of the confounding variables we have 
had to deal with is that, in some cases, color may also be dependent 
on the quality of water. For example, it is thought that Algae-laden 
waters produce greener skin, while tannic acid from overhanging trees 
can often produce darker skin. You will notice that most alligators that 
reside in the Florida Everglades, along marshy banks lined with trees, 
are almost black in color.

 It’s also interesting to note that crocodiles, for the most part, are more 
aggressive than alligators, especially in their natural habitat.  During 
my research at the Metro Zoo in Miami, Florida, I observed how a zoo 
keeper could actually tread on an alligator without eliciting a hostile 
reaction from it. Some might even suggest that they are timid in 
nature.

F1: As Dr. Crocket suggested, alligators tend to walk or swim away if 
someone approaches. Unfortunately, this has led some people to the 
practice of approaching alligators and their nests in a way that may 
provoke the animals into attacking. In the state of Florida, it is illegal 
to feed wild alligators at any time. If fed, the alligators will eventually 
lose their fear of humans and will learn to associate humans with food, 
thereby becoming a greater danger to people.

Segment II
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46. According to the reporter, what is true   
 about computer viruses?
 a. They can be transmitted with or without  
  a computer user’s knowledge.
 b. A computer virus uses a variety of   
  methods to spread itself.
 c. Both the above answers.

47. According to the expert, what distinguishes  
 a “trojan” virus from other viruses?
 a. It is only spread through “spam” email.
 b. The damage it causes is incidental.
 c. It is intentionally designed to cause   
  harm.

48. One purpose of creating a “trojan”   
 includes...
 a. changing passwords.
 b. stealing confidential data.
 c. destroying computer hard drives.

49. How is “malware” different from a   
 “trojan” virus?
 a. Its aim is usually profit oriented.
 b. It is less annoying than a “trojan”   
  virus.
 c. It is designed by brand name   
  commercial interests.

50. According to the expert, “spyware”...
 a. spreads solicited advertising.
 b. always requires the aid of a    
  “zombie” computer.
 c. is not usually spread by e-mail.

F1: The age of technology has brought many advances to man that has 
made his life much more convenient. However, in some cases, some 
of these conveniences can become quite a nuisance. The internet 
is one such example. While it offers its users a wealth of information 
and opportunity - all conveniently transmitted to home or the office, 
it harbors a plethora of electronic threats. Technology reporter, 
Charlene Wertzer explains:

F2: Most computer users today know plenty about and are also wary of 
computer viruses. Of course, a virus is a computer program or script 
that attempts to spread from one file to another on a single computer 
and/or from one computer to another, using a variety of methods, 
without the knowledge and consent of the computer user. There are 
many types of viruses today - all of which have unique characteristics. 
Conrad Heath is a systems analyst for Hewlett Packard computers. 
He explains the difference between some computer viruses:

M: I guess you could say that many computer users define viruses simply 
as trick programs designed to delete or move hard drive data. From a 
technical viewpoint, what makes a virus a virus is that it spreads itself. 
The damage it does is often incidental; of course, damage is damage, 
even if it is incidental.

 Yet, one type of virus is called a “Trojan Horse”. Now, these can be 
a bigger problem than other types of viruses as they are specifically 
designed to be destructive or disruptive, as opposed to simple 
viruses which are not intentionally programmed to do any harm. In 
either case, these are certainly not things you want on your computer 
or network.

 Trojans typically do one of two things: they either destroy or modify 
data the moment they launch, for example, they erase a hard drive, or 
attempt to ferret out and steal passwords, credit card numbers, and 
other such confidential information.

F2: In most cases, Anti-Virus Software that is kept up to date  can prevent 
most PCs from being infected, and when the occasional virus or 
trojan virus does present itself, it can be eliminated once discovered. 
However, internet users are increasingly at risk of having their systems 
compromised by a new threat - what is called malware or spyware. 
Conrad Heath explains:

M: Originally, many early infectious programs were devised as 
experiments or even pranks, generally intended to be harmless or 
merely annoying rather than to actually cause serious damage to 
computers. Of course, once this changed and it became evident 
that programs could be designed to destroy files on a hard disk, a 
tremendous surge in the amount of research and development in this 
area took place... much of it not spearheaded by hackers, but rather 
by people with commercial interests.

 You see, there are a greater number of programs that we in the 
industry call “malware” which stands for malicious software - and they 
have come to be designed for a profit motive... um, some of it legal, 
and some of it not. These programs are designed to take control 
of users’ computers for black-market exploitation. These programs 
create what are called “zombie computers”, which are then used to 
send email, spam or even to engage in attacks that form a kind of 
extortion. Now of course these are illegal activities, but we also have 
“spyware”, which are programs that are designed to monitor users’ 
web browsing behaviors, um ... display unsolicited advertisements, 
or redirect affiliate marketing revenues to the spyware creator. Now 
usually, spyware programs do not spread like viruses; they are 
generally installed by exploiting security holes or are packaged with 
user-installed software, such as peer-to-peer applications.

F2: With the increase of malware and spyware floating around on the 
internet, many anti-virus programs have now begun to offer anti-
malware protection as well. Internet surfers are encouraged to keep 
their anti-virus software up to date.

Segment III


