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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 

 

Grade 6 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.RL.6.1 Determine what a 

text says explicitly as well as 

what simple inferences must 

be drawn. 

Make a list of common things that adults say to 

the students (e.g., "It is too loud.") and ask 

students to tell what the adult really means (e.g., 

be quiet) when they say these things. Provide 

several examples, and ask students to match if 

needed.  

Read to determine what the 

text says and what it really 

means.  

Make a list of details that do 

and do not come from the story. 

Ask students to identify the 

details from the story. Then ask 

students to identify inference 

statements that tell what the text 

really means.  

     

6 

EE.RL.6.2 Identify details in 

a text that are related to the 

theme or central idea. 

Provide students with a familiar theme (e.g., 

friendship, fairness, anger) and a list of details 

that do and do not relate to it. Ask students to 

identify the details that are related to the theme.  

Read to determine the details 

in the text that are related to 

<state the theme>.  

Provide students with the theme 

and a list of details from the 

text. Ask them to identify the 

details from the text that relate 

to the theme. 

     

6 

EE.RL.6.3 Identify how a 

character responds to a 

challenge in story. 

Make a list of problems that students have 

experienced at school (e.g., lost book, missed 

bus, dropped lunch tray) and a list of the ways 

they responded to each (e.g., called mom, got 

mad, searched everywhere). Ask students to 

identify the problem that matches each response.  

Read to identify what <insert 

character's name> does 

when <insert description of 

the challenge>.  

Ask students to identify what 

the character did in response to 

the problem stated in the 

purpose.   
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.RL.6.4 Determine how 

word choice changes the 

meaning in a text. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style text 

(http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). Work 

together to complete the same Mad Libs-type 

text two times. Determine how the passage 

changed when different words were used.  

Read to determine how the 

meaning of the text would be 

different if the author used 

<list alternate words> 

instead of <list target words 

from the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the 

text given the words the author 

used. Then consider how it 

would be different with the 

alternate words. 

     

6 

EE.RL.6.5 Determine the 

structure of a text (e.g., story, 

poem, or drama). 

Present a story, a poem, and a drama. Read parts 

of each and describe how they are different from 

each other.  

Read the text to determine if 

<insert title> is a story, 

poem, or drama.  

Ask students to decide if the 

text is a story, poem, or drama 

and to identify how they know.  
     

6 

EE.RL.6.6 Identify words or 

phrases in the text that 

describe or show what the 

narrator or speaker is 

thinking or feeling. 

Provide an example of a time when a student 

shared something that was clearly emotional 

(e.g., winning a game, losing something) or 

thoughtful (e.g., helping someone). Ask students 

to identify words that tell how the students were 

thinking or feeling.  

Read to identify the words 

that tell how the narrator or 

speaker feels (or thinks).  

Provide students with a list of 

words and ask them to select 

the words that tell how the 

narrator or speaker feels (or 

thinks).  

     

6 

EE.RI.6.1 Analyze a text to 

determine what it says 

explicitly as well as what 

inferences should be drawn. 

Make a list of common things that adults say to 

the students (e.g., "It is too loud.") and ask 

students to tell what the adult really means (e.g., 

be quiet) when they say these things. Provide 

several and ask students to match if needed.  

Read to determine what the 

text says and what it really 

means.  

Make a list of details that do 

and do not come from the story. 

Ask students to identify the 

details from the story. Then ask 

students to identify inference 

statements that tell what the text 

really means.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.RI.6.2 Determine the 

main idea of a passage and 

details or facts related to it. 

Ask students to name a favorite movie. Choose 

one that is familiar to the group, and work with 

students to describe what the movie is about in 

ten words or fewer. Draw ten blanks on the 

board and write the words as students provide 

them until the ten are full. Erase and replace as 

needed until everyone is satisfied that the ten 

words that describe what the movie is about. 

Then list three details or facts related to the main 

idea.  

Read to describe what the 

story is about in ten words or 

fewer. Then identify two or 

three facts related to the 

main idea.  

Using the same process that you 

used during the anchor activity, 

draw ten blanks on the board 

and ask students to start telling 

you what the story is about. 

Erase and replace as needed 

until everyone is satisfied that 

the ten words describe what the 

story is about. Then ask 

students to identify details or 

facts related to the main idea. 

     

6 

EE.RI.6.4 Determine how 

word choice changes the 

meaning of a text. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style text 

(http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). Work 

together to complete the same Mad Libs-style 

text two times. Determine how the passage 

changed when different words were used.  

Read to determine how the 

meaning of the text would be 

different if the author used 

<list alternate words> 

instead of <list target words 

from the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the 

text given the words the author 

used. Then consider how it 

would be different with the 

alternate words. 

     

6 

EE.RI.6.5 Determine how 

the title fits the structure of 

the text. 

Read a simple picture book with a clear text 

structure (e.g., cause and effect; compare and 

contrast; sequence; listing; problem and solution; 

description) and title that matches the structure. 

Help students understand how the title fits the 

structure. For example, (a) If You Give a Mouse 
a Cookie is a cause and effect text with a title 

that hints at if-then; (b) Fun Dog, Sun Dog is a 

descriptive book that includes two descriptive 

words in the title; (c) 

https://tarheelreader.org/2012/09/23/grocery-list/ 

is a listing text with a title that gives it away. 

Read to decide the structure 

of the text and then tell how 

the title fits the structure.  

Begin by asking students to 

determine the structure of the 

text you read (e.g., cause and 

effect; compare and contrast; 

sequence; listing; problem and 

solution; description). Then tell 

how the title fits the structure. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.RI.6.5 Determine how 

the title fits the structure of 

the text. 

Read a simple picture book with a clear text 

structure (e.g., cause and effect; compare and 

contrast; sequence; listing; problem and solution; 

description) and title that matches the structure. 

Help students understand how the title fits the 

structure. For example, (a) If You Give a Mouse 
a Cookie is a cause and effect text with a title 

that hints at if-then; (b) Fun Dog, Sun Dog is a 

descriptive book that includes two descriptive 

words in the title; (c) 

https://tarheelreader.org/2012/09/23/grocery-list/ 

is a listing text with a title that gives it away. 

Read to decide the structure 

of the text and then tell how 

the title fits the structure.  

Begin by asking students to 

determine the structure of the 

text you read (e.g., cause and 

effect; compare and contrast; 

sequence; listing; problem and 

solution; description). Then tell 

how the title fits the structure. 

     

6 

EE.RI.6.6 Identify words or 

phrases in the text that 

describe or show the author's 

point of view. 

Provide an example of a time when a student or 

adult in the class expressed an opinion or belief 

(e.g., liking or disliking a lunch choice; a 

favorite team will win). Ask students to identify 

words from a list that tell or show the person's 

opinion or belief.  

Read to identify the words 

that tell the author's opinion 

or point of view. 

Provide students with a list of 

words, and ask them to select 

the words that tell the author's 

opinion or belief.  

     

6 
EE.RI.6.8 Distinguish claims 

in a text supported by reason. 

Present a statement that reflects an opinion or 

belief about something familiar to all of the 

students (e.g., the school dance was fun). Then 

ask students to provide (or select from a list) 

reasons that support the opinion or belief (we got 

to: dance, hang out with friends, decorate the 

gym, stay up late, listen to music).  

Read <title of text> to 

determine which of the 

following opinions or beliefs 

<provide examples of claims 

from the text> are supported 

by facts or other reasons.  

Review the opinions or beliefs 

(claims) provided. Then ask 

students to decide if the author 

provides reasons to support it.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.L.6.5.a Identify the 

meaning of simple similes 

(e.g., the man was as big as a 

tree.)  

Present a simile that students are likely to have 

heard before (think of adults in the environment 

and similes they use regularly: "cute as a kitten," 

"happy as a clam," "cold as ice," "sweet as 

sugar"). Note: You can wait to teach the word 

simile until after students can understand similes. 

Read to determine what the 

author means when they 

write, "<insert simile>". 

Review the simile you 

presented. Ask students to tell 

what it means or to select the 

meaning from a list you 

provide.  

     

6 

EE.L.6.5.b Demonstrate 

understanding of words by 

identifying other words with 

similar and different 

meanings. 

Discuss a target word (tiny) and work with 

students to determine other words that have a 

similar meaning (little, small) and a different 

meaning (big, large).  

Read to decide which of 

these words <provide a list> 

have meanings that are 

similar and different from 

these words in the text 

<provide list>.  

Ask students to identify the 

words from the list that have 

similar and different words 

from the target words. 

     

6 

EE.RI.6.3 Identify a detail 

that elaborates upon 

individuals, events, or ideas 

introduced in a text. 

Ask students to choose a person, event, or idea 

from a list you provide. Then ask them to tell (or 

select from a list) two or more details about their 

choice.  

Read to identify two details 

that tell about <individual, 

event, idea>.  

Identify two or more details that 

tell about <individual, event, 

idea>.  

     

6 

EE.RI.6.9 Compare and 

contrast how two texts 

describe the same event.  

Prior to the lesson, ask two students to tell about 

a common event (e.g., what happened in PE). 

Write their descriptions. Read them to the group, 

and work with students to identify the ways that 

the descriptions are the same and different.  

Read to identify how the 

description of <event> in 

<text title 1> is the same and 

different from the 

description in <text title 2>.  

Display side-by-side the 

descriptions of the event 

provided in the two texts. Ask 

students to identify the parts 

that are the same. Then identify 

the parts that are different.  

 

 


