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I was first confronted with 
the issue of invasive pythons in 
the southeastern United States, 
when Skip Snow (Wildlife Bi-
ologist in the Everglades) ap-
proached me in the late 1990s to 
ask about the construction and 
mechanism of python traps that I 
had built to capture wild Reticu-
lated Pythons in western Borneo 
in 1996 (Auliya 2002). Clearly, this 
trap model did not get rid of the 
problem, and news of conflicts 
between the invasive Burmese 
Python and the native wildlife 
of Florida regularly makes the 

rounds in the international herpetological community. 
The first time that I flicked through the pages of this book, I 

was impressed by the wealth of excellent photographs; the book 
includes approximately 180 color photos as well as color maps 
and graphs. I next realized that I was being introduced to numer-
ous people dealing with this man-made problem, the majority of 
whom (even the authors!) were new to me, as my area of exper-
tise is conservation herpetology in Southeast Asia. Thus I come 
to this book with a knowledge of the animals of concern in their 
native range, but totally impartial and objective with respect to 
this coverage of their role as invasives in America.
 After identifying the pet trade as the reason behind the oc-
currence of Burmese Pythons in Florida the authors elaborate 
some disturbing facts: 1) maximum current numbers are esti-
mated at hundreds of thousands (a more precise figure would 
have been desirable here); 2) the spread of these “invasives” into 
temperature regions is postulated; 3) potential threats to the 
native wildlife caused by these predators is indicated, however 
not yet clearly understood; and 4) these constrictors at a certain 
length pose a risk to humans. Interestingly, this first page also in-
forms the reader that over the last 10 years alone 1600 specimens 

have been captured. If the maximum densities estimated are 
considered the scale of the threat can really be appreciated. Else-
where in the introduction the authors emphasize the collection 
of accurate data on the Burmese Python in order to meaningfully 
evaluate its potential impact. The book is therefore intended to 
clear up any sensationalized information that has been previ-
ously published and to inform scientists and the general pub-
lic about the reality of invasive pythons. Readers learn about 
the detrimental impacts that other invasive species (including 
plants) have on native environments in the southeastern United 
States before a final subsection “Why invasive pythons are im-
portant” outlines why these snakes are a threat. 
 The first chapter following the Introduction, “About Pythons,” 
describes specific morphological and biological traits as well 
as behavioral ecology in just over 14 pages. As this book is also 
meant for the general public, some basic data on snakes in gen-
eral and their similarities to lizards are also included. In this con-
text five color photographs illustrate different snake and lizard 
species. A photograph illustrating the recurved teeth of pythons 
(p. 12) might have better been replaced by a photo showing the 
skull of a python to highlight its morphological distinctiveness. 
On page 13 the authors state, “some scientists believe that boas 
and pythons are closely related enough to be in the same family.” 
Both groups were long been included in the Boidae (with some 
rare exceptions, see Hubrecht 1879), however, the definitive sepa-
ration of Old World pythons from the Boidae into the Pythonidae 
follows Vidal and Hedges (2002), whose genetic research strongly 
supported the monophyly of pythons. Earlier approaches based 
on external morphological and osteological features distinguish-
ing boas from pythons were initiated by Underwood (1976) and 
followed by Underwood and Stimson (1990) and Kluge (1991). 
 Additional information on python biology, also introducing 
other species (with excellent photographs) is provided, as is a 
short section on “Pythons as Pets.” Here the authors briefly out-
line the python species most commonly kept as pets in the con-
text of the owner’s responsibilities and the problems that might 
arise should they escape. In a section entitled “Pythons as poten-
tially invasive species,” readers learn about specific natural his-
tory traits, e.g., reproduction and opportunistic feeding behav-
ior, to understand why Burmese Pythons were able to become 
established and increase its population in southern Florida. 
 Part of the problem, as indicated by the authors, is the high 
density of reptile traders in this region. The question remains as 
to whether there is a regular intentional release of Burmese Py-
thons into southern Florida. I can very well imagine that some 
herpetoculturists do not see the invasiveness of Burmese Py-
thons as a true problem and have, at least in the past, restocked 
this introduced population (see pp. 66, 116). Man-made canals 
in South Florida have helped to support the dispersal and spread 
of these constrictors, even if they are not typically aquatic in the 
strict sense. Adults of some python species (e.g., bivittatus, sebae, 
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reticulatus) either move along water courses or wait to ambush 
prey that are attracted to water. 
  “Natural history of Indian and Burmese Pythons” gives infor-
mation on taxonomy and native distribution, and explains how to 
distinguish between the two species. On p. 23, the authors state 
that Burmese Pythons occur on Borneo (which is incorrect), how-
ever the map on p. 25 and a statement on p. 27 correct this error. 
Distributional data on both species basically follows information 
provided by Reed and Rodda (2009), which, as the authors ac-
knowledge, is an excellent and comprehensive source. A concise 
section on “Size” provides insights into the very large species and 
some size records, while the section “Habitats” is critical in order to 
understand and compare native habitats to those they are invad-
ing in South Florida. Other topics include: “Behavior and Physiol-
ogy,” “Food and Feeding,” “Reproduction,” “Predators and Para-
sites,” and “Risk To Humans,” all of which are very well illustrated. 
  “Scientific Research on Pythons” is one of the most important 
chapters. The authors correctly stress that without sound sci-
ence it is not possible to make any concrete decisions about risk 
assessment and management strategies. This chapter introduces 
python researchers in the United States and the methodologies 
that they have applied. I was very impressed with this chapter, as 
it provides information otherwise not made transparent in any 
form of printed media, especially this comprehensively. Read-
ers learn about how and why specific techniques are applied 
and gain an appreciation for the huge team of people including 
technicians and volunteers involved in the numerous aspects of 
python research. 
 The fourth chapter, “Burmese Pythons in the United States,” 
may be the most important to readers in the US. Here the authors 
provide information about climate regimes and ecosystems used 
by Burmese Pythons in South Florida. An accompanying map il-
lustrates the currently known distribution and spread of pythons 
in this region over the last 15 years. “How did pythons become 
established in Florida” includes a discussion of the hypothesis 
that Hurricane Andrew was one of the crucial reasons for the 
unintentional release of pythons, due to a destruction of reptile 
holding/breeding facilities in the vicinity. The authors detail and 
illustrate various model scenarios to explain and understand the 
potential range extensions of Burmese pythons, and rightly con-
clude that the “true potential for the spread of Burmese Pythons 
is likely to remain uncertain for many years.” The book goes on 
to provide details on the morphometrics and biological and eco-
logical traits of pythons established in South Florida “Impacts 
on native wildlife” is particularly depressing as it indicates that 
threatened native (e.g., the Florida Panther) may potentially be 
affected by pythons. 
 Chapter Five “Control measures for Burmese Pythons” pro-
vides information on capture techniques (traps, dogs), and elab-
orates on “Biological Controls” and “Regulations and Enforce-
ment.” I was shocked to read that even in 2010, most U.S. states 
“still had no laws preventing the release of exotic animals into 
natural environments,” and that even though the state of Florida 
had adopted legislation in June 2010 to prohibit the possession 
of large constrictors, the capacity and financial resources to en-
force this law were still lacking. Here the authors explain the con-
flicts of interest between the government and various stakehold-
ers, demonstrating the complexity of this issue. On a related note 
I cannot help but note that in the period 2009–2010, the United 
States imported > 4200 live Burmese Pythons, with the majority 
originating from Vietnam, mainly sourced from “captive-bred” 
individuals (CITES Trade database – www.cites.org). 

 An important tool for readers is the short section “What if you 
see a python?” shedding light upon where and which authorities 
are in charge, if a python (as opposed to other snakes) has been 
encountered. 
  “Pythons in the Pet and Skin Trades” constitutes another es-
sential component of this book, elaborating on the uses to which 
pythons have been put chiefly in the wealthier societies (i.e., the 
United States, Germany, Japan, among others). Readers are here 
made aware of the extent of the international commercial trade 
in reptiles (and of pythons in particular) and just how lucrative 
this is. The impact that the skin trade has on the Reticulated Py-
thon (in particular) is outlined (see also Auliya 2006). Besides le-
gal imports of Burmese Pythons, the authors also mention the 
illegal trade from fraudulent labelling on behalf of exporting 
countries, as well as business relationships among American pet 
dealers (also see Smith 2011). Consequently, Dorcas and Willson 
have added the section “Responsible Pet Ownership” advising 
interested parties on how to correctly care for a python in captiv-
ity. The book closes with the rather pessimistic chapter “Other 
Species at Risk of Becoming Established in the United States,” 
introducing African rock pythons, anacondas, boa constrictors, 
reticulated pythons and ball pythons. The final literature section 
provides a good selection of around 45 sources for additional 
reading on the topic and a six-page index makes the book even 
user-friendlier. 
 Michael E. Dorcas and John D. Willson superbly meet their 
objectives, maintaining objectivity throughout their presenta-
tion of this highly political topic. The book is not only highly 
informative but rather embarrassingly teaches us about where 
human behavior can lead. Indeed the book was necessitated 
by the largely uncontrolled and unregulated trade and keeping 
of exotic pets. On-going research will soon be able to tell how 
detrimental these “invasives” will be to native and threatened 
wildlife. All in all, this is a book that I highly recommend to all 
naturalists, especially those with a interest in herpetology and 
conservation. 
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The Philippines, a country of 
incredible biodiversity and high 
levels of vertebrate endemism, 
spans the area between the Sun-
daland-Eurasian and Philippine 
Sea plates (Brown and Diesmos 
2009). Beginning in the Meso-
zoic, various geological processes 
shaped the distribution of land, 
including the collision of sea 
plates, strike-slip fault formation, 
and volcanic activity (Dimalanta 
and Yumul 2004; Rangin 1990; 
Yumul et al. 2003, 2009). In addi-
tion to the geological processes 
that created the island arc system, 
Pleistocene sea level fluctuations 

have caused repeated and dramatic changes in the size and con-
nectivity of islands (Hall 1996, 1998; Heaney 1986; Karns et al. 
2000; Rohling et al. 1998; Siddal et al. 2003), creating an excellent 
model for a wide variety of systematic and evolutionary studies. 
Although processes of diversification in the archipelago are quite 
dynamic, biodiversity in general is partitioned across several ma-
jor faunal regions corresponding to historically connected island 
platforms recognized as Pleistocene Aggregate Island Complexes 
(PAICs: Brown and Diesmos 2002, 2009). Within the Visayan, or 
central Philippine, PAIC lies the island of Panay.
 As many of the seminal works describing Philippine am-
phibians and reptiles now are decades old (e.g., Brown and Al-
cala 1978, 1980; Inger 1954), new field guides integrating what we 
now know of the Philippine herpetofauna have the potential to 
become immediate reference tools. Maren Gaulke is among the 
most active researchers focused on understanding the diversity 
of amphibians and reptiles in the Philippines. With a long-term 
research program based on the northwest peninsula of Panay, 
Gaulke is ideally suited for such a review of the island’s herpeto-
fauna. An elegant preface by Wolfgang Böhme sets the stage for 
what will surely serve as a broadly used reference for students and 
researchers alike interested in Philippine biodiversity, particu-
larly amphibians and reptiles. The book has numerous strengths, 
from descriptive accounts, an identification key, and an incred-
ible number of photographs, to its physically manageable size as 
a working reference tool that can easily be carried into the field. 
Although the book falls short of being comprehensive in several 
respects, it still represents an excellent contribution to our under-
standing of the amphibians and reptiles of the western Visayas.
 Throughout nine introductory chapters, Gaulke provides 
brief, but suitable, summaries of Philippine geography, climate, 

geology, zoogeography and biodiversity, flora, fauna, conserva-
tion, and legislation as it pertains to the country’s biodiversity. As 
the focus of this work specifically deals with the herpetofauna of 
Panay Island in the central Philippines, the brevity of these first 
few chapters on these subjects will provide many readers with an 
appropriate first introduction to the material. Those looking for 
a definitive, thorough reference on any one of these topics will 
likely discover they must supplement the summary information 
with external sources. Two examples of this pertain to summa-
ries of Philippine geology and zoogeography and biodiversity. 
First, a number of recent studies on the geologic history of the 
Philippines unfortunately are missing from the book. Discussion 
of two studies in particular that summarize the geologic origins 
of Panay Island, as well as the unique origins of the northwest 
peninsula of Panay, or the Buruanga Peninsula, would have in-
creased greatly the breadth of the chapter on Philippine geology 
(Zamoros and Matsuoka 2004; Zamoros et al. 2008). Addition-
ally, the summary of Philippine zoogeography and biodiver-
sity may be viewed as an overly simplified introduction to the 
unique and dynamic patterns of faunal partitioning across the 
archipelago. Gaulke does summarize how faunal demarcations 
in the Philippines have traditionally been explained by the geog-
raphy of Pleistocene aggregate island complexes (PAICs: Brown 
and Diesmos 2002, 2009; Heaney 1985; Heaney et al. 1998, 2005), 
and highlights how recent studies have indicated diversifica-
tion in the Philippines likely is more complicated. However, over 
the last decade alone, the results of a large number of studies 
on diversification patterns in the Philippines have created fertile 
ground for a thorough review on this topic. Unfortunately, much 
of this literature is absent from the book. Regardless of these few 
shortcomings, the first nine summary chapters provide a sound 
introduction to major topics concerning the study and conser-
vation of Philippine biodiversity. 
 The book represents a substantial source of literature refer-
ences with 192 citations, compared with the 104 references cited 
in the previously published herpetofaunal study of Panay Island 
(Ferner et al. 2000). Although a more comprehensive approach 
to incorporating relevant literature may have been taken, with 
the inclusion of more in-depth comparisons to what is known 
of the amphibian and reptile diversity in other regions of the 
Philippines, the book provides an excellent, focused account 
of Panay’s herpetofauna. Furthermore, with 258 figures, Gaulke 
provides an incredible photographic account of the diversity of 
Panay’s amphibians and reptiles. A methodology chapter details 
the methods followed to develop taxonomic accounts and vari-
ous sections of the book. Species accounts are arranged by Lin-
naean rank and alphabetical order within families. Throughout 
the last sections of the book, Gaulke summarizes doubtful Panay 
records and useful information concerning snakebites and the 
few venomous species known from the island. Additionally, two 
tables provide a simplified summary of species habitat prefer-
ences and faunal comparisons to other sub-provinces.
 In general, the accounts provide an excellent overview of 
each representative species. Each account references the au-
thoritative publication for the focal species, and provides in-
formation on etymology, description, habitat, biology, and dis-
tribution. Additional taxonomic notes and specific literature 
references are provided for select accounts. Although minor 
errors in format, spelling, and grammar exist, Gaulke has done 
an excellent job of keeping these few in number. Missing in spe-
cies accounts are diagnosis sections, references to vouchered, 
museum specimens, and IUCN criteria-based conservation 
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assessments. Although Gaulke provides a general description of 
each referenced species, a brief paragraph providing a diagnos-
tic account would have greatly strengthened the practical ap-
plications of this book as a complete field guide and reference 
source. Additionally, Gaulke provides no reference to Panay 
Island collections housed in many large, reputable museums 
around the world. Significant collections from Panay Island ex-
ist at the University of Kansas Natural History Museum (KU), the 
Texas Natural History Collections (TNHC), California Academy 
of Sciences (CAS), Field Museum of Natural History (FMNH), 
National Museum of the Philippines (PNM), and the Cincin-
nati Museum of Natural History (CMNH). Finally, the impact 
of this work on conservation efforts in the Philippines would 
have been greatly improved if the author evaluated each spe-
cies against the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) criteria for classification. 
 A resurgence of research focused on the herpetofauna of the 
Philippines has taken place during the last decade, and the in-
corporation of genetic data into studies of biodiversity has re-
sulted in continual changes to accepted taxonomy within the re-
gion. Although many of these changes create greater taxonomic 
stability, it makes it difficult for any large-scale endeavor, such 
as this book, to present updated, recognized taxonomic nomen-
clature at the time of publication. Gaulke explains this issue in 
the book’s methodology. Several key taxonomic changes have 
taken place since the publication of the book. A portion of the 
genus Sphenomorphus has been systematically revised as a re-
sult of a recent phylogenetic study (Linkem et al. 2011) resulting 
in the following taxonomic changes to several Philippine spe-
cies: 1) Sphenomorphus abdictus, S. llanosi, S. coxi, and S. jagori 
are now recognized to be members of a newly described genus 
Pinoyscincus; 2) S. arborens is now recognized to be a member 
of the resurrected genus Insulasaurus Taylor, 1922; and 3) S. 
steerei is now recognized to be a member of the genus Parvos-
cincus Brown and Greer, 1997. As a result of other recent studies, 
species of the genus Zaocys are now recognized as members of 
the genus Ptyas (David and Das 2004), and species of the genus 
Parias are once again recognized as members of the genus Tri-
meresurus (David et al. 2011). Finally, a large-scale revision of 
Philippine Slender Skinks (genus Brachymeles) resulted in the 
elevation of Brachymeles boulengeri taylori to full species status 
(B. taylori Brown, 1956; Siler and Brown 2010). 
 With the availability of high resolution, topographic maps of 
the Philippines, it is disappointing that more detailed sampling 
and species distribution information is not available throughout 
the book. Although it is clear that Gaulke has been involved in 
biodiversity surveys across much of Panay Island and its sur-
rounding islets, the description of survey sites remains vague, 
and no specific reference is made to exact localities throughout 
the island. Unfortunately, this makes it difficult to: 1) draw com-
parisons between species accounts presented in this book and 
previous faunal inventories that documented species’ distribu-
tions across georeferenced sites (Ferner et al. 2000); and 2) evalu-
ate survey efforts across this geographically complex island, leav-
ing the research community in the dark as to where regional gaps 
remain in our understanding of the Panay herpetofauna. Addi-
tionally, with such a rich history of biodiversity research on Panay 
Island, it is surprising that the author chose not to provide dis-
tribution maps for each species. These visual details would have 
been useful to local government units, students, and researchers. 
 Gaulke provides several nice line drawings to assist readers 
in understanding key morphological characters discussed in the 

book. These include figures showing labeled head scales, body 
scales, and scale counts for snakes (figs. 15, 16), figures show-
ing an unlabeled dorsal view of the head of a skink and illustra-
tions of morphologically distinct gekkonid digits, respectively 
(figs. 17, 18), and a figure showing an unlabeled, lateral view of 
the head of Parvoscincus sisoni (fig. 137). However, the book does 
not provide any additional diagnostic figures that would assist 
readers in understanding the many different morphological fea-
tures used to diagnose species. This is surprising considering the 
number of illustrations that are present in the scientific literature 
for species of amphibians and reptiles in the Philippines. Basic 
diagnostic illustrations defining key characters for frogs, lizards 
and snakes would have added greatly to the educational value of 
the book; however, without these visual references, readers still 
will be forced to refer to external literature when needing to ex-
plore key diagnostic features of Panay’s amphibians and reptiles. 
 The book contains many wonderful photographs of verte-
brate species from Panay Island, from beautiful, full-page pho-
tographs of the frugivorous monitor lizard Varanus mabitang, 
to close-up views of the Rufous-headed Hornbill Aceros waldeni 
and the Philippine sailfin lizard Hydrosaurus pustulatus. Addi-
tionally, Gaulke provides a nice series of developmental pho-
tographs, including pictures of foam nests of the arboreal frog 
Polypedates leucomystax, tadpoles of two genera, Kaloula and 
Rhacophorus, hatchling and juvenile lizards of 16 genera, and 
lizard eggs of species of Gonocephalus, Gekko, and Eutropis. Al-
though a number of pictures provide a summary of the general 
habitat types found on the island, more detailed photographs of 
the many microhabitats preferred by focal species are missing 
from the book.
 In summary, the book provides a sound, thorough reference 
tool to tourists, wildlife units of the government, students, and re-
searchers. Unfortunately, in several respects, the work falls short 
of being truly comprehensive; however, this will not keep readers 
at all levels of interest from finding valuable data, photographs, 
and background information on the unique herpetofauna of 
Panay Island. I have no doubt that this book will immediately be-
come a widely used field guide, reference tool, and cited work. 
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Saving Sea turtles: extraordinary Stories from 
the battle Against extinction

by James r. spotila. 2011. The John hopkins university Press (www.
press.jhu.edu). hardcover. xi + 216 pp., 8 pp. pls. us $24.95. isBn 978-
0-8018-9907-2.

oĞuZ tÜrKoZAn
Adnan Menderes University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 
Department of Biology, 09010 Aydın, Turkey
e-mail: turkozan@adu.edu.tr

Many books have been written 
on marine turtle biology, but this 
book is an exceptional one with its 
catchy and narrative style. Interest-
ing stories make this book fun to 
read, even for those whose primary 
interests are not chelonian. Fur-
ther, the accessible language makes 
the book suitable both for non-
specialists and for those for whom 
English is a second language. The 
book comprises 15 sections which 
are accompanied by 12 color pho-
tos grouped near the middle of the 
volume. 

The book starts with some gen-
eral information about marine tur-
tle biology. In most of the remainder of the book, noted sea tur-
tle specialist Jim Spotila tells stories about his past experiences 
with marine turtles, especially leatherbacks. In doing so he also 
weaves in information about the pioneer researchers of marine 
turtle studies throughout the world. This information is especial-
ly useful for the younger generation of marine turtle biologists. 
The book summarizes global problems that threaten sea turtle 
survival and highlights some conservation actions that help to 
preserve their future generations. 
 Spotila’s stories include some based on work carried out with 
his former students and he even recounts some stories about 
non-marine turtles. A particularly engaging story describes the 
rescue of a European family during field work and another inter-
esting anecdote concerned meeting the sailor who was famously 
photographed for Life Magazine when he kissed a nurse in Times 
Square in August 1945. In addition to these there are also suc-
cess stories of long-term conservation actions such as the imple-
mentation of TEDs (Turtle Excluder Devices) in the USA, which 
took almost 30 years, and the ongoing struggles with the Costa 
Rican government over the management of a national park. The 
most intriguing part of the book is the innovative approach of 
the leatherback team to raise money for the turtle conservation; 
they used the satellite tagged turtles for a sponsored turtle race—
excellent idea!
 Although the book is thoroughly enjoyable, there are some 
minor issues I would like to mention. The author states that 
Archelon is responsible for the conservation of marine turtles 
in the Mediterranean. However, this entity is responsible for the 
conservation and monitoring of marine turtles only in Greece. 
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In the Mediterranean, each country has its own monitoring and 
conservation programs and the responsibility for marine tur-
tle conservation belongs to either universities or the ministry 
of environment of the relevant country. One omission of rel-
evance concerns the time between hatching and emergence of 
hatchlings (4–7 days; Godfrey and Mrosovsky 1997). I also feel 
that the sections on genetics should have included more infor-
mation, particularly because recent innovations in molecular 
techniques have contributed greatly to our understanding of 
marine turtle biology and ecology. These insights include trans-
Atlantic and trans-Pacific developmental migrations (Bolten et 
al. 1998; Bowen et al. 1995;), multiple paternity (Harry and Bris-
coe 1988; Kichler et al. 1999; Zbinden et al. 2007), and the use 
of DNA fingerprinting for genetic tagging (http://www.seaturtle.
org/tagging/genetic.shtml), to name a few. Finally, the author 
summarizes global warming and its negative effects on marine 
turtles and suggests some potential mitigation measures. One of 
his main recommendations is to engage with China and India, 
countries that are producing more CO

2 
than the USA according 

to him. However, Dr. Spotila seems to forget that the USA is the 
only country that has signed but not ratified the Kyoto protocol, 
and yet has one of the highest rates of greenhouse emissions. 
Perhaps a better recommendation would be to focus on reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions from the US. These issues aside, 
the book contains lots of interesting information and I strongly 
recommend it to everyone interested in marine turtle biology, 
regardless of their knowledge base or experience. 
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A field guide to the reptiles of South-east 
Asia: myanmar, thailand, laos, cambodia, 
vietnam, peninsular malaysia, Singapore, 
Sumatra, borneo, Java, bali

by indraneil das. 2010. new holland Publishers ltd. (www.
newhollandpublishers.com). hardcover. 376 pages. £35.00 (approx. 
us $57.00). isBn: 978-1-84773-347-4.

philipp WAgner
Zoologisches Forschungsmuseum Alexander Koenig,  
Sektion Herpetologie 
Adenauerallee 160, D-53113 Bonn, Germany
e-mail: philipp.wagner.zfmk@uni-bonn.de

South-East Asia is a biodiver-
sity hotspot for reptiles and now 
Indraneil Das, one of the best 
known herpetologists of this re-
gion, has contributed an impor-
tant work to our knowledge of 
reptiles in this geographic area 
(including Myanmar, Thailand, 
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Penin-
sular Malaysia, Singapore, Suma-
tra, Borneo, Java, Bali; excluding 
the Lesser Sunda Islands, Timor, 
Philippines, and New Guinea). 
The book is the first comprehen-
sive field guide in English covering 
species described up to 2008. For 
nearly every recognized species in 
the area (see comments below), a 
detailed account with characteristics, habitat, behavior, distri-
bution, and conservation status is provided. 
 Beside some smaller chapters, the book is separated in two 
main parts: the species plates and their legends (pp. 18–165, 74 
plates showing 489 taxa) and the species chapters (pp. 166–353). 
Instead of photographs the book uses well produced paintings 
by wildlife artists. As somebody who studied feathered reptiles 
before working with “true” reptiles, I am very satisfied with this 
kind of presentation. In bird field guides color paintings are the 
norm as they have the advantage that it is easy to compare dif-
ferent species on one plate. Moreover, all typical characters of 
a species can be shown in one specimen. Therefore, lay readers 
can easily use this book to identify reptiles they have seen on 
their holidays or it could be useful for e.g., customs officers as a 
guide to recognize CITES species. Even though the plates show 
nearly 500 taxa, only half of the 963 referenced species are im-
aged. A negative point is that there the plates precede the species 
chapters. The book would be more useful if at least families were 
described and imaged together. There are also some typographi-
cal errors, e.g., on the color plate showing pythons the names 
are mixed up. The same applies to the genus Leiolepis (plate 28). 
Here, the imaged L. reevesii is in fact L. rubritaeniata, whereas 
the imaged L. rubritaeniata is a true L. reevesii (easy to distin-
guish by the number of black lateral stripes). 
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 It is mentioned in the introduction that all species described 
by the end of 2008 were included, but some taxa are lacking, e.g., 
Bungarus niger Wall, 1908 is not mentioned but occurs in the re-
gion. There are also few distributional errors. Asthenodipsas ver-
tebralis is not endemic to the Malay Peninsula and Boiga gokool 
does not occur within the geographic region of the book. How-
ever, these are only minor mistakes for a few taxa in the context 
of the many species of reptiles in South-East Asia.
 More important are taxonomic actions made by the author 
without any comments, e.g., Ovophis convictus and Leiolepis 
ocellata were both elevated to full species rank, whereas the syn-
onymization of Pareas macularius was not accepted. 
 Unfortunately, there are several more critical remarks that 
must be made. Even in a field guide I would expect that the full 
scientific species names are provided, including genus and spe-
cies name, author(s) and the year of the description. Also in a 
field guide I would prefer a systematic arrangement of the large 
evolutionary units rather than an alphabetical. It is curious to 
recognize the “Leiolepidae” (I prefer the usage of the correct 
name “Leiolepididae,” but I think a family status for this group 

is overestimated) between Lanthanotidae and Scincidae, which 
does not reflect the relationships of these groups. More critical-
ly, unlike the field guides to feathered reptiles, no distribution 
maps are included; even simple shaded distribution maps would 
greatly increase the usage of the book. Finally, to make the book 
useful for professional herpetologists and other serious users, 
a species key should be added to the second edition, because 
many species are not imaged and the high number of described 
species precludes the enlargement of the species chapters to in-
clude more detailed descriptions. 
 Nevertheless, this book is an excellent summary of the rep-
tiles from this area, and given the ever-increasing descriptions 
of new species from South-East Asia a second edition should fol-
low. For now, the book is useful for professional herpetologists 
as it summarizes the reptile species of this biodiverse region in 
a single volume and includes a convenient 11-page (~400 refer-
ences) bibliography. The book is an ideal guide for tourists, cus-
toms officers, and others who need an easy to use guide that cov-
ers the whole of this immense area of tropical Asia.

leopard geckos: the next generations

by ron Tremper. 2012. Published by author (http://www.
leopardgecko.com/book), Boerne, Texas. viii + 199 pp. softcover. us 
$29.95. isBn 978-0-615-610-535.

The Leopard Gecko (Eublepha-
ris macularius) has become the 
most commonly kept pet lizard in 
the world. Although it is quite at-
tractive in its native form, breeders 
have identified numerous genetic 
markers and have developed an 
extraordinary array of “designer 
morph” geckos whose ranks seem 
to expand every year as new traits 
make their debut. These novelties 
range from albinos to brilliantly 
orange or purple-and-gold geckos, 
and even a giant morph that is 50% 
larger than the standard Leopard 
Gecko. All of this is nicely summa-
rized by Ron Tremper, the leading 
commercial breeder and innova-

tor of Leopard Gecko morphs, and is a follow-up to an earlier 
volume (2005) coauthored with Philippe de Vosjoli and Roger 
Klingenberg that focused mainly on captive husbandry. In this 
latest work, Tremper presents a detailed visual catalogue (130 
color images) of Leopard Gecko variation, and also offers a how-
to-do-it-yourself manual in obtaining breeding stock, develop-
ing a breeding plan, and creating new variants.

living with Snakes and other reptiles

by simon Watharow. 2011. Csiro Publishing (www.publish.csiro.au; 
available in the u.s. from stylus Publishing: www.styluspub.com). 
softcover. vi + 149 pp. us $29.95. isBn 9780643097216.  

Australia is home to a stagger-
ing number of reptiles, including 
a diversity of snakes that are po-
tentially dangerous to humans. 
Encounters between humans and 
snakes can end badly, with en-
venomation occurring, or more 
commonly, the snake being killed. 
This book provides information 
on how to avoid such encounters. 
The book briefly covers snakes 
in history and why humans fear 
snakes before providing and over-
view of snake diversity, biology, 
and natural history in Australia. A 
40 page chapter covers common 
representatives of both harm-
less and dangerous snakes likely to be encountered in different 
regions across Australia, with short species accounts and inset 
boxes listing commonly confused species. Like the rest of the 
book, this chapter is illustrated by color photos. A key chapter 
outlines way to make homes and properties less snake-friendly 
so as to avoid interactions. Suggestions focus on tidying land-
scapes to provide fewer retreats and reducing the prey base, par-
ticularly rodents, near the home. Shorter chapters cover “Living 
with Lizards” (with an emphasis on larger and more frequently 
encountered species), “Living with Crocodiles,” and “Living with 
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Cane Toads.” The last of these includes sections on euthanasia 
and disposal. Final chapters cover how to deal with snakes en-
countered in the home, the workplace, or outdoors and how 
to treat snakebite in humans and pets. An appendix lists com-
mon ‘nuisance’ snakes by Australian state and a glossary, list 
of contacts (government departments, snake catchers, etc.), 
two page bibliography, and index round out the book, which is 
also available electronically. This book is intended for people, 
especially those trying to avoid reptile encounters, living or 
paying extended visits to Australia, but it doubles as a porta-
ble guide to snakes, particularly those likely to be seen in and 
around the state capitols and other populated places. 

Anfíbios fazenda rio claro, lençóis paulista, 
Sp brasil

by fábio maffei, flávio Kulaif ubaid and Jorge Jim. 2011. Canal 6 
editora, Bauru-sP, Brazil (Contact the senior author: maffei.fabio@
gmail.com). hardcover. 128 pp. distributed to relevant schools and 
other institutions. isBn 978-85-7917-163-5.  

This Portuguese language 
guide covers the 40 species of an-
urans in seven families that may 
be found on the Fazenda (cof-
fee plantation) Rio Claro, in the 
county of Lençóis Paulista in the 
Brazilian state of São Paulo. The 
area can be characterized chiefly 
as Mata Atlantica (Atlantic Rain-
forest), but with some influence 
from Cerrado. The book is illus-
trated in color throughout, with 
photos (many full page) showing 
pairs in amplexus, calling males, 

eggs, and tadpoles, as well as portraits of each species. One of 
the most striking images is of a spider eating a Physalaemus 
marmoratus. Each species account includes the Latin name 
and author, Portuguese name, and a brief text on biology, in-
cluding vocalization. A standard graphic representation for 
each taxon combines information on the months of activity, a 
point locality map, an indication of whether the frog is a Mata 
Atlantica or Cerrado species, an indication of body size, and 
habitat (including types of water bodies used).  The book closes 
with a short bibliography of 18 references. The volume provides 
residents and visitors with a detailed but accessible look at the 
composition of a southern Brazilian frog community. The fine 
photos and standardized graphics make it possible to use the 
book even if you don’t read Portuguese.
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