
The End of the World
A Study in the Book of Revelation

The Church Age (Chapter 3)

• Highlights of Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 (The Church Age)
John wrote to the churches at a time when the entire church, the body of Christ was growing very 
quickly. Along with that growth came much persecution from governments and individuals. In the midst 
of persecution, believers remembered the words spoken in 
Acts 1:11(KJV)Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 
There was a desire to know more about Jesus’ return. Paul addressed this desire in 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14(KJV)13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  14For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

• Jesus believed it necessary to inform believers about His return, and He does so in Revelation.
• He dictated to John seven letters to the churches to prepare them, and us for the end times.
• Chapters 2-3 Contain Seven letters to the churches in the Roman province of Asia. (Turkey)
• We’ve looked at Jesus’ words to the churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, and Thyatira. Let’s 

begin our study of chapter 3 with the church in Sardis.

Revelation 3:1-22(KJV) 1And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that 
hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 
livest, and art dead.  

• Jesus said that the church in Sardis was dead, but had the reputation of being alive (NLT). Dead 
Gk – nekros – literally or figuratively dead. The believers in Sardis were not physically dead, so 
Jesus refers to their spiritual condition. They have no real life or power in the spirit.

• This church had no life to give to the community, no power for change

• 2 Timothy 3:5(KJV) 5Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away. 

• 1 John 1:1(NLT) 1We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning,£ whom we have 
heard and seen. We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the 
Word of life.

• Jesus is the Word and the only source of eternal life.  
• The church at Sardis looked good from the outside, but had turned from the Word

2Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 
works perfect before God.  

• There are still some living, but they are on life support
• Good works are not the source of faith: faith is the source of good works. 
• Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17)

3Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou 
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.  

• 1 Thessalonians 5:2(KJV) 2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night. 

• Not talking about the rapture. Speaking of the fact that the church in Sardis would not be 
expecting the return of Jesus, as many do not today. 

4Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with 
me in white: for they are worthy.  ( a few faithful remain)



5He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.  
6He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
Matthew 10:32 (KJV) Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 
Father which is in heaven.

• Philadelphia vs 7-13
7And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he 
that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;  

• Key of David 

• Luke 1:32-33(KJV) 32He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 

God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33And he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

• Key to the city of David – the New Jerusalem –Jesus is the only way in
8I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.  

• Kept my word – these are word people – faith people – only said about Philadelphia
9Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; 
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.  

• The Worship – proskuneo To bow down or prostrate
• The world will come to people who live by faith for answers

10Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

• John 17:14-15(KJV) 14I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they 

are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15I pray not that thou shouldest take them out 
of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 

11Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.  
12Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I 
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.  

• Writing a new name seems to have great significance to Jesus. Even as God changed Abram’s 
name to Abraham to connect Abraham with Him, so the one that overcomes will get a new name 
that connects him or her with Jesus.

13He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
• Laodicaea vs 14-22

14And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and 

true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  

• Stop straddling the fence: be one way or another
16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  
17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  

• 1 Timothy 6:5(NLT) 5These people always cause trouble. Their minds are corrupt, and they have 
turned their backs on the truth. To them, a show of godliness is just a way to become wealthy. 



18I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 
eyesalve, that thou mayest see.  

• 1 Corinthians 3:11-15(NLT) 11For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already 

have—Jesus Christ. 12Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—

gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of 

work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. 14If the work 

survives, that builder will receive a reward.15But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer 
great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames. 

19As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.  
• What was Jesus process of rebuke and chastening/ - the Word!

Ephesians 5:25-27 (KJV) Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,27 That he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish.
0Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 

him, and will sup with him, and he with me.21To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  
22He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.


