
Hawkinge aerodrome was perched on a hilltop near Folkestone with a view out across the Channel, where on a clear day the coast of France is 
plainly visible. Until Dunkirk it was the home base of various squadrons, but it was so close to the enemy after they occupied the Pas-de-Calais that 
it was only used as a forward landing ground for various fighter squadrons to refuel and remain at readiness. It was heavily bombed at 17.30 hours 
on 12th August. The towering iron doors of No. 3 hangar came off their top-runners and crushed to death an airman and two civilian employees, 
Brisley and McCaister. Within the hangar Corporal McColl and three more airmen were killed and six seriously injured. Two Spitfires under repair 
were wrecked and others perforated by splinters. Throughout the night soldiers, airmen and civilians fought the fires and shovelled and scraped the 
chalk and russet-coloured soil back into bomb craters until the airfield was considered operational again, soon after dawn.

  The Bombing of HawkingeKENT  -  1 2 Th  AugusT  1940

         Battle of Britain Sketchbook82   



     83     Battle of Britain Sketchbook



RAF fighters were re-arming at teatime when new raids headed inland with a strong escort, they were turned back 
from reaching Biggin Hill, but West Malling was badly hit.

Then a force of 15 bomb-carrying Messerschmitt 110s and Messerschmitt 109s of Erpobungsgruppe 210 led by 
Hauptman Walter Rubensdörffer slipped through unopposed. Sirens had not sounded when the formation passed over 
Kenley and dived onto Croydon Airport, 
which was London’s main airfield 
and home base for two Hurricane 
squadrons.

The Hurricanes of 111 Squadron 
were up re-armed, and from Biggin Hill 
32 Squadron were on the way to defend 
Croydon. I watched the Croydon raid 
from the garden lawn of our home with 
my brother and parents. The sight and 
sound of the raiders as they emerged 
from a haze into the evening sunlight 
is still memorable, my brother shouted, 
“My God! Look at the bombs falling”. As 
the detonations rang out we all dashed 
for the steps of our bespoke air raid 
shelter, which had seats, lighting and 
four cages to take our household dogs 
- three Corgis and an Elkhound. I was 
told to stay in the shelter, whilst the 
others rushed back into the house to 
get the dogs. I came up to look; clouds 
of smoke were rising from Croydon and I distinctly saw a twin-engined aircraft head-on climbing over our garden. There 
was also a bang! bang! bang! sound, which at the time I assumed were Bofors AA guns, but I now know that two of the 
raiders had a 30 mm cannon under the fuselage and they made strafing attacks on the aerodrome. For several minutes 
a swirling air battle took place at low-altitude, then the sirens sounded.

The damage to Croydon Airport was severe, but it was at the civilian factories where the greatest loss of life was 
caused 63 killed with 45 seriously injured. There was a mass burial at Mitcham Road Cemetery. At Rollason’s Works 

The Croydon RaidsurrEy  -  1 5 Th  AugusT  1940

I clearly heard 
the ‘bang! bang! 
bang! sound 
as the 30mm 
cannon fired.
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there had been many damaged Hurricanes under repair and rebuild, some left from the fighting over France three 
months before, all reduced to scrap.

Seven of the raiders were shot down before they got back to the coast, amongst them their leader and most of his 
staff flight. Rubensdörffer was hit and radioed to Horst Marx, who was flying one of the Me109s, to say he was going to 
exit the battle and make a run for home. It didn’t last long and both Marx and Rubensdörffer’s aircraft were shot down 
near each other south of Tunbridge Wells.

Horst Fiedler, the Adjutant, crashed his burning aircraft on the southern side of Redhill Airfield and he died in hospital.
Earlier that day Erpobungsgruppe 210 had carried out other missions, but events were not properly recorded when 

the Adjutant didn’t return from the Croydon raid.
However, during the afternoon Erpobungsgruppe 210 had attacked Martlesham causing severe damage. There 

is reason to believe that Lt Erich Beudel then changed his aircraft for the next mission and took one of the rare 
experimental Me 110C-6 aircraft with the 30 mm cannon. The shells from these guns were scattered over Surrey from 
Leigh to Hooley. They had a self-destruct fuse and caused a small crater where they fell and ARP reports mention small 

Boys perched, 
rather precariously, 
on their bicycles to 
get a sight of the 
bombed buildings. 
I clearly remember 
being driven along 
this very road in 
a motor car at the 
same time that this 
photograph must 
have been taken.
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bombs. It would seem that Leutnant Beudel used his big cannon in combat with a pair of 
Hurricanes flown by Flight Lieutenant Connors and Sergeant Wallace who finally shot 
the German down at Broadbridge Farm, Smallfield.

Just before it crashed it flew low over the construction site of a big Canadian Army 
Hospital at Weather Hill. Beudel’s gunner jumped out and fell to his death amongst a 
line of small pine trees on the south side of Broadbridge Lane.

Turning over Horne the Me110 reefed around very low and Leutnant Beudel 
climbed out of his cockpit and reached back for a briefcase just before he jumped off 
the wing. He fell without time for his ’chute to open and was killed on the left-side 
of a path running between Saconnex Farm (now demolished) and Broadbridge Lane. 
The aircraft crashed a hundred yards further on and broke up without catching fire, 
allowing intelligence officers to recover the big cannon gun.

John and Glen Cooper, the sons of the owner of Saconnex Farm, 
arrived quickly at the scene and collected souvenirs from the body 
- a brown flying boot and a flying helmet. They were tempted by a 

pistol but a local man, Mr G.Fisher, dissuaded them.

The remains of Horst Fiedler’s Messerscmitt on Redhill 
Aerodrome, a few miles south of Croydon.
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There was utter confusion for a time and 
even soldiers as well as civilians were collecting 
souvenirs. Two Hurricanes zoomed over the site 
several times.

Later Police Constable Weller and RAF officers 
cross-questioned a number of local people and 
recovered a briefcase with maps, diaries and even 
a radio.

In December 1959 the flying boot was still in 
the cow shed at Saconnex and a piece of skull with 
a hole drilled through it was hanging from a nail 
on the wall. I have noticed that in farming areas 

Leutnant Beudel’s Messerschmitt, equipped with the 
experimental 30mm cannon, fell at Smallfield.
For some inexplicable reason the wreck did not catch 
fire, thus affording RAF Intelligence Officers a chance 
to examine the new weapon.
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people are less squeamish in dealing with matters of life 
and death and have a more robust attitude. Indeed, they 
had shotguns and pitchforks at hand to repel invaders or 
take prisoners.

Leutnant Beudel and Obergefreiter Jordan, together 
with Oberleutnant Fiedler from the Redhill aircraft, 
were buried in the annex to the little cemetery in nearby 
Burstow churchyard. 

The two Hurricane pilots: Flight Lieutenant Stanley 
Connors DFC, who had eleven victories, had already 
shot down a Ju88 near Chichester earlier on this day. 
Three days later he would be killed chasing a Dornier 
to destruction over Farleigh. The other, Sergeant Tom 
Wallace, was born in South Africa and volunteered for 
the RAF. After training he was commissioned as a Pilot 
Officer in 1939. However, he was court-martialed for 
being AWOL for two days in 1940. Demoted to Sergeant 
Pilot he was posted to 111 Squadron at Croydon in July 
1940. On this day, 15th August, in his first combat, he 
claimed a hand in the destruction of two aircraft and 
damage to two others. During the Battle of Britain he 
destroyed seven aircraft and damaged four more. He was 
restored to officer rank in March 1943 and later given 
command of 609 Squadron Typhoons, but was shot down 
by AA and killed near Dunkirk on 17th September 1944.

28 year old Flight Lieutenant Stanley Connors was a very 
successful fighter pilot during the Battle of France and in the 
Battle of Britain.
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During this warm Sunday morning I was with my parents walking our dogs on Walton Heath on 
the North Downs. I saw lots of British formations fly over on patrol and go south. Soon after one 
o’clock there was a lull and then a tremendous sound of AA guns and bombs from the south east. 
It went on for about half an hour as several waves of aircraft came and left. Smoke could be seen 
and it seemed Croydon, Kenley and Reigate had been bombed, we drove back over Chipstead and 
when at the White Hart Inn my father recognised an employee who had come up from the valley 
to get a better view and a safer vantage point. We learnt that Kenley, Croydon and Coulsdon had 
been bombed.

Many of the explosions in the valley were bombs, but a lot of wrongly fused anti-aircraft shells 
came whistling down on houses and shops. We hurried home and found our front door blasted in 
with splintered woodwork and several windows shattered by a bomb in a nearby garden.

My brother had gone down to the shops wearing his LDV armband as he had just joined the 
embryo Home Guard. A bomb or shell had detonated in the high street near Woolworth’s Store and 
killed a man on the pavement. The Red Lion Pub (now demolished) had contained a lot of soldiers 
and many had been injured by flying glass. By lunchtime I had acquired many pieces of shrapnel.

Smoke billowed from fires at Kenley and its resident 
squadrons that had suffered losses landed at Croydon and 
Redhill, and stayed until the fires were extinguished and the 
craters filled in.

The Kenley Raid
surrEy  -  1 8 Th  AugusT  1940

One of 615 Squadron’s Hurricanes caught by the blast 
of the Dorniers’ bombs. Its canvas fuselage covering 
is ripped and the wooden stingers smashed to reveal 
the steel structure beneath.
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I decided to try to capture the key events of the bombing on a single page. 
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