
With this activity, students analyze the actions of Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall to 
determine if Tammany Hall was more focused on acting as a public servant towards new 
immigrants or on graft. Students will read a historical background discussing the major 
details, analyze specific actions taken by Tammany Hall (and Boss Tweed in particular), 
and then place those activities on a scale to visually weigh his actions. They will also 
analyze some of the cartoons relating to Tammany Hall. 

Great for grades 7 - 10!

Was Boss Tweed a public servant 
or a criminal? 

Students will analyze different 
activities of Boss Tweed and 
Tammany Hall to determine 
whether they represent the actions 
of a public servant or a criminal. 

8.2c Increased urbanization and 
industrialization contributed to 
increasing conflicts over 
immigration, influenced changes in 
labor conditions, and led to political 
corruption.

8.2c.3 - Students will explore the 
development of political machines, 
including Boss Tweed and 
Tammany Hall.

Student Sources:
● A copy of the handout (pages 1-5) or a copy of the digital activity (as assigned in Google 

Classroom.
● Glue sticks and scissors if completing the printed version of the scale activity. Students 

will need to draw in their own scales. 
Teacher Sources:
● Link the printed version of the resource in Google Slides
● Link to the digital version in Google Slides (text is locked in the background for 

students. Just click - slide - edit theme to edit any text.) 
● Link to Jamboard activity of the scale activity. 

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but are not limited to the 
following:

● http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/articles/643/the-political-returns-of-philanthropy-th
e-case-of-tammany-hall

● City of Dreams, by Tyler Anbinder 
● Machine Made: Tammany Hall and the Creation of Modern American Politics, Terry 

Golway
● https://www.npr.org/2014/03/05/286218423/the-case-for-tammany-hall-being-on-the-

right-side-of-history

Review the lesson. They are options for implementation with the digital and print 
versions. You might want to have students complete the full lesson on paper, or a 
combination with the digital lesson, or have students complete the full digital version 
instead. Make copies for students if necessary.

● Have students read the first page of information and the answer the questions. 
Depending on students’ ability level, teachers might have students work 
individually, with partners, or this could be a full class activity. (20 min.)

● Have students work to complete the scale activity. If all possible, this should be 
cooperative learning activity. Students can cut out and sort the different examples 
with a classmate. The Jamboard activity only has copies of the numbers, so 
students will still required the printed version of the examples of Tammany Hall 
activity. (20 minutes)

● One finished with the sorting activity, teachers should check student work in some 
form. If students work in groups, teachers can just check an example from the 
group. The last page of the activity might be completed for homework OR it can be 
an introductory activity the next day of class. 


