
What we talk about when we talk about art. 

- Chuck Gallery, Manchester on a quiet day.
by Vân Bùi



“The celebration of African people and culture is self-evident [in the paintings]. 



I don’t need to talk about it.” – Mr. Chukwudi Onwudiwe, founder of Chuck Gallery.



Chuck Gallery, Whitworth Art Gallery and the University of Manchester form a triangle whom each side takes appropriately fifteen
minutes to travel on foot. Mr. Onwudiwe proudly said that his gallery continued the tradition of cultural vitality in the area.

Last week, Chuck Gallery organised Art Bazaar to celebrate the gallery’s three-year anniversary. It was the only time of the year that
the artworks were put on sale. I was shown photos and videos of art enthusiasts crowding around the paintings or joyfully talking
with each other. Chuck Gallery also hosts Artists in Conversation events and art tours for local primary students throughout the
months.

The day that I visited, however, was a calmer day after the busy week. Mr.Onwudiwe and a few staff were discussing and planning
future activities in the gallery.



Mr. Chukwudi Onwudiwe is an art dealer and collector from Lagos, Nigeria. He founded Chuck Gallery after finishing a Master’s
degree in Arts Management, Policy and Practice from the University of Manchester. Mr. Onwudiwe said that Manchester is a city that
has been built ‘on the creative ability of people of colour’ since the time of industrialisation. He wants a place in the city that does
not only show people’s socio-economic life but also their creativity and talent. He made it a commitment to seek out and provide
opportunities for the young artists both in the African diaspora and in Africa that ‘are hungry to demonstrate their power and their
ability, to tell the world that they are intelligent and humorous artists’.

Mr. Onwudiwe was not the biggest fan of posing for pictures. In front of the paintings, he got excited and felt compelled to look at or
talk about them instead of standing still facing the camera. He preferred it when I took pictures of him in the middle of doing
something.



There has been a trend of young
artists using found materials such as
waste to create new textures on the
traditional canvas, as seen in the
painting to the right.

Mr. Onwudiwe said the great thing
about art is that it creates a
conversation between the artists and
the viewers. From the colours, the
posture and facial expression of the
woman figure on ‘Hope Rising’, the
message he got is that ‘if one remains
steadfast and hopeful, all the
struggles will pass.’



‘When you look at an artwork, you want
to know more.’

According to Mr. Onwudiwe, the role of
an art curator is ‘to discover the artist’s
skills and influences’, to ‘investigate and
generate information’ and to create a
context that help the viewers further
enjoy a piece of art.

After identifying a talent, Mr. Onwediwe
is always interested to work with other
experts to see their views and opinions
on the artworks.



Kukoyi Seun takes charge of the Artist and Business Development in Chuck Gallery. His job includes supervising the gallery’s
relationships to artists, connecting with new customers and art collectors as well as strengthening the gallery’s presence on
social media. He is also involved in other projects related to African art and African food both in Nigeria and England.

Seun is comfortable and confident with posing for pictures. He helped me with his experience of how good pictures can be
taken in the gallery. In fact, he directed me to take his picture on the right, in which his outfit matches the colour of the
painting and the wooden chair.



Xiran Chen is undertaking a placement in Chuck Gallery as part of her Master’s degree in Arts Management, Policy and Practice 
in the University of Manchester – the same degree that Mr. Onwudiwe did. Her role is to help planning and organising events in 
the gallery. In the picture to the right, she is pointing at the pictures that she took from the Art Bazaar happening last week. 
Xiran hopes that one day she will own her own gallery. 

Xiran was happy to help me with my homework as a participant and also provided technical help with the camera from her own 
experience. As I requested, she pointed at the phone in at least three different postures for me to take her picture. 


