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Subject: Geography 
Term 3 Week: 9  
Lesson Number: 112A  
Date: ___/____/2021 
Unit: Population Studies 
Topic: Papua New Guinea’s Population 
Subtopic: Migration within Papua New Guinea 
Learning outcome; 
1. Identify and explain the types of migration. 
2. Discuss the pattern of migration. 

 

Introduction 

This lesson looks at types of migration and the pattern of migration. 

Instruction 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and legible.  

Copy and complete the practice exercise.  

Practice Exercise 

1. Summarize the information in the resource. 

Resource 

What is migration? 

• Occurs when people or a person moves from his or her birth place and travels to another 

place to reside – it is a change of residence. 

• Movement can be individually, in groups or family. 

• It is the movement of people within or outside of the country either temporarily or 

permanently. 

Migration in PNG 

Migration is an important contributor to PNG’s population due to people’s movement between 

and outside of the country; 

• International migration in PNG is very low. 

• National migration in PNG is very high – which is a great influence on Papua New 

Guinea’s population – according to the PNG constitution, citizens have the 

freedom of movement. 

 

 

 

Two categories of migration; international and national migration either short-term or long-term.  
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Types of migration 

 

1. Formal migration 

Movement that is organised by governments, formal organizations and or individuals. 

Brief History - Examples 

• Between 1890 – WWII, colonial governments administered indentured labour – where 

labourers (men) from less developing areas to plantations and farms to work.  

• In 1946, Highlands Labour Scheme brought young Highlands men to the coasts. 

• Provinces to work in the north coast of West New Britain to produce oil palm and land 

settlement scheme. 

• In 1970, government sponsored the movement of families from East Sepik, East New 

Britain and Simbu 

• Land Settlement Schemes were established based rubber production at Gavien in East 

Sepik province and Cape Rodney in Central province on a short-term period when 

labourers remained on leasehold land. 

• Mining and Petroleum allowed many people to move to camp sites or oil well camps and 

gas-conditioning plants. Most people were provided accommodation and transport to and 

fro to avoid employers classed as migrants.  

2. Informal migration 

• A movement that without any support from the government or formal groups. 

• Mines and gas projects, attracted informal migrants seeking casual work and or to sell 

things to the employed workers.  

• Informal migrants reside with relatives or pay landowners for access to customary land to 

build shelter/houses and grow food. 

• Today, men move or migrate more than women 

3. Net migration 

• What is net migration? 

A measure of internal migration. It is the difference between the number of people 

moving out of a province and the number of people moving into the same province. 

For example if Eastern Highlands has the following data:  

In-migrants 26 - out-migrants 15 = Net migration 11 
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4. Internal migration in PNG takes four (4) broad forms; 

1) Rural-to-urban migration – movement from rural to urban areas. 

2) Rural-to-peri urban – from rural villages to the surrounding areas. 

3) Rural-to-rural – movement from rural villages to another. 

4) Rural-to-resource projects – moving from rural areas to project sites such as mining 

 

Migration Patterns 

• Destinations are; major towns, mining project sites, settlement scheme areas, productive 

land and easy access to services. 

• The movement of people is associated to services, ability to earn money and to find 

informal jobs. 

 

Source of migrants are mainly locations with; 

 Poor access to services 

 Low-quality land 

 Few employment opportunities 

 Customary land issues/disputes 

 Sorcery  

 Criminal activities 

 Lack or no education 


