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ROUND 1
Lamarsh nr. Bures
2nd October 2016

Organised by the Eastern Counties Motor Club

Delicious autumn! My very soul is wedded to it, and if I were a bird I would fly about
the earth seeking the successive autumns." .. So wrote George Eliot on the first day of
October 1841 and one hundred and seventy five years and one day later the same
sentiment surely remains true!

Following the expected wet Saturday the Sunday lived up to its  promise.  A light
drizzle  had  passed  over  before  most  competitors  had  arrived  at  Lamarsh  for  the
opening round of the Anglia Motor Sports Club 2016/17 Trials Challenge. Whilst
signing on, unloading and being scrutinised there was a damp chill  riding on the
breeze.  However;  the sun shining on the fields  of  golden stubble in  the distance
foretold of the warm day to come, our expectations were first met and then surpassed
as the rising temperature dried out the surface.

Unfortunately numbers were down for  the event,  some of the regular participants
were returning from the MCC Edinburgh Trial whilst others were otherwise engaged
with circuit racing.  For my money the car to beat was “Mellow Yellow”, a very tidy
Hillman Imp expertly guided by Cliff Morrell & Adrian Gibson. Also there were a
couple of young faces taking part for the first time which is always heartening to see.

















As it more important to take part than to win I will not trouble anyone with the results
except to say well done to Paul Cooledge who went home with the Newcomers 
trophy!

Results can be found at www.ecmc.co.uk and more photos from the event can be 
viewed on https://www.facebook.com/easterncountiesmc  

http://www.ecmc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/easterncountiesmc


The  following  article  appeared  in  the  magazine  of  the  Mazda  MX5
Owners Club:

Let’s Try Something Different…Auto Solo! 

Eastern News, Motorsport News

Autosolo was suggested by a new member to our  Cambridgeshire group,
Clive who is also an active member of the Cambridgeshire Car club which
runs motor sport events in the region. Auto Solo is driving a car around a
predetermined course marked out  by cones,  against  the clock.  There are
various classes in Autosolo and I entered Class B which is for production 2
seater sports cars and all of the cars in this class were MX5’s.

The cost of entry was £31 plus also you have to join a local motor club which
was £14 for the year. You do of course also suffer a slight amount of tyre
wear. Well here we are. A cold but fine Sunday morning travelling up the A11
from Cambridgeshire to North Norfolk to try my hand at an event being run by
the Sporting Car Club of Norfolk. I am nervous, as although I have done a few
track days before, I have never tried anything competitive like this. How many
cones will I hit? Will I go the wrong way round the course? How slow will I be?
As they say, you have got try everything at least once and is this not what
these cars are for – to have fun in? I arrive in good time and latch onto some
guys in MX5’s who seem to know what they are doing. I follow them into
scrutineering where the car  is  safety checked including battery fixing and
steering. It’s then into registration. As part of our instructions we are given
course maps so we proceed to walk each test to see how they are laid out.
Test  1  seems  very  complicated  but  the  other  two  appear  more

http://the.mx5oc.co.uk/category/all-news/motorsport-news/
http://the.mx5oc.co.uk/category/all-news/e-news/


straightforward. We then all attend a driver briefing with a short extra briefing
for us newbies. It’s now time to start. Our group starts on test 2 followed by
test 3 and then back to do test 1. I am sitting in the queue for my first test,
starting off slowly and cautiously I clear test 2 and then 3. Not too bad this
auto solo business.

But then onto test 1 – oh dear – I missed cone 10 altogether so max time
score. There is a good friendly banter as you wait in line for each test and it
helps to gain advice from other competitors. Normally there are three runs in
the morning for each test and then three runs in the afternoon at the same
tests but run the reverse way round. Due to the high entry and the amount of
newbies present we get two runs in the morning and two runs in the afternoon
but  all  in  the  same direction.  With  each  run  you  gain  in  confidence  and
therefore speed, but I must confess on my final run of test 2 the red mist
descended and I miss a cone and gain another maximum time penalty. By the
time I did my final run on the dreaded test 1 I was thoroughly enjoying myself
throwing the car around. In the end I finished 30th out of 38 overall and 8th
out of 11 in the class.

Thanks go to the volunteer marshals standing out in all weathers, who without
them we would not have our fun. Will I do it again? Although it may not be for
everyone in my opinion the cars come alive in these types of  events and
given the chance, I will enter some more events and ‘Have more fun’

-
The Mazda MX 5 has supplanted the “Spridget” or Triumph Spitfire as the
cheap sports car to have a bit  of fun with.  All MX 5 owners are most
welcome to try their hand at the AMSC challenges in East Anglia.



MAZDA  MX5
Servicing
Tuning

Track Day & Race Preparation
Accident Damage Repaired

Four Wheel Alignment
Rust Proofing

Sponsor of the: 
Michael Cleverley 

AMSC 2016 AutoSOLO Challenge 
Mazda MX5 Trophy.

Valley Farm Business Unit
New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

http://www.mx5expert.com/


PHEW!
That was a busy couple of weeks.

  It’s not usual for ECMC to run two AMSC Challenge rounds in two weeks and
it’s  something which I  hope doesn’t happen again, at least for a while! For
various reasons including the need to change venue dates and clashes with
other events we were forced in to having, back-to-back, a Solo and a Trial.
However, if nothing else, we’ve proved we are up to it.

Wethersfield A/S A/T PCA, run on the best site available for such events at the
moment, seemed to be well received. Ian used his knowledge and experience
of  how to  design  tests  which  don’t  cause  masses  of  ‘Incorrects’  and were
logical and flowing to drive. Also, very cleverly, he was able to judge the time
taken on each one to be similar, which prevented the log-jam which happens if
a single ultra-long test is scheduled in the day.

We had the biggest entry ever, I believe, for any AMSC ‘Solo’ event since we
started them and 5 runs of 4 tests with nearly 50 cars presented Dan with
nearly 1000 result times to compute. Thankfully he had the assistance of a very
computer literate 12 year old Jess Crawley, daughter of one of the competitors,
who probably took over the management of the exercise! Thank you Jess.

There were many complements about the day but one from someone who I
suggest is not gushing with them was ‘ You’ve [ECMC] raised the bar again’, and
he wasn’t talking in ‘pub’ terms.

The Lamarsh Trial was the following weekend. As usual the site looked benign
enough, with a little dampness from overnight rain and some drizzle early on.
Dan  (  who  had  hardly  got  his  breath  back  from  the  previous  weekend  )
somehow persuaded uncle, Richard Pearson, to Clerk it.  It  was great to see
Richard out again, and as with Ian at Wethersfield, his years of competition and
understanding of trials resulted in tests which weren’t threatening to Class A
cars but were still  a challenge to Trials  Specials.  It’s  a great skill  to present
something which allows everyone, no matter what in, to get part way up a hill
but will be a test for even the most experienced right at the top. All in just a
few yards.



The entry wasn’t huge but there was an unavoidable date clash with the MCC
Edinburgh Trial, to which we lost a few hardcore triallists. I suspect some were
still preparing cars for the season ( which means knocking out the mud which
had hardened over the summer ) but we had quality. We also had a couple of
very welcome newcomers and the Newcomers award went to Paul Cooledge as
you will have seen earlier. Father John is a Driving Instructor so knows how to
guide a new driver,  but this event was only the second time Paul had ever
driven, the first being on a flat field.

Now the pleas!

The struggle to find marshals is  the most difficult  problem we have. If  you
compete in one form of motor sport, can you consider putting something back
to the sport by coming to help when your season ends or when you have a
quiet  weekend?  Nobody  can  have  events  to  compete  in  if  there  aren’t
organisers  and  marshals  available  to  let  them  and  that  applies  across  all
events. We hope to build a register of those who might be willing to help out
occasionally ( not at every event, just a couple a year ) and this would help
enormously with the management of what we do.

Secondly, we now have a really efficient on-line entry system which means you
can enter and pay online and right up to the last minute.  This is  great but
doesn’t help us much when we are trying to run an event.  The problem it
causes is administrative. We can’t do pre-event paperwork or organise detail if
we don’t know how many are likely to turn up

If you know that you are entering  please enter early. You don’t have to pay
weeks beforehand; you can come back to the entry form and pay in the last
few days. We have a policy of not banking cheques until after an event anyway
because it’s easier for us not to bank than to make a refund if you are a non-
starter on the day. It’s less inconvenient to us to have you withdraw a week
before than to put an entry in on the closing date. With somewhere like the
MoD bases where we have to pre-notify the gate who will  be coming,  last
minute entries are a hastle.

It would ease our job a lot if you could put your name down early and pay once
you are certain by going back to the entry form bank details and paying during



the week preceding the event, once you are definite.

As for the rest of the year, there’s a lot going on. Nick has sent details of what
and when but  the two Targas,  the Solo Final  and awards,  three Trials,  the
Preston, several 12-cars and a 20-20 Road Rally all happen in the next dozen
weeks.

I hope we see you at some of them.

                                                            Tony Burchnall (ECMC Competition Secretary)

-

Eastern Counties Motor Club - your club has just run 2 very successful events, in the past 
2 weeks -these events were successful because we were supported by a number of 
friends from other local clubs.

It would be wonderful if we could return their efforts by supporting their events with 
marshals

Here are the details of forthcoming events where our support would be welcomed

Nick Skuse (Membership Secretary)

p.s. As a fellow competitor - I will be supporting a number of them as a marshal as I could 
not compete in my events without their help

Forthcoming events requiring marshals!

Sunday 16th October - Falcon Motor Club 

The David Maitland Memorial Car Trial 

Details on the Falcon Motor Club web site - www.falconmotorclub.com

(Entries and Marshalls required)

Sunday 23rd October - West Suffolk Motor Club

DEBDEN AUTOSOLODebden Airfield Nr Saffron Waldon

(Marshalls required)

Chief Marshal for the day Keith Walladge 07775 992811

kwalladge48@btinternet.com 

http://www.falconmotorclub.com/


Saturday 2th October – Chelmsford Motor Club

20/20 Navigation Rally

(Marshalls required)

Details on CMC Web site www.chelmsfordmc.co.uk

Sunday 6th November – Falkon Motor Club

Guy Fawkes Car Trial 

Details on the Falcon Motor Club web site - www.falconmotorclub.com

(Entries and Marshalls required)

Sunday 13th November – Sporting Car Club of Norfolk

Lyng Trial

Details on the SCCoN web site - www.sccon.co.uk

(Entries and Marshalls required)

Saturday 19th Nov West Suffolk/Wickford Motor Clubs

Targa Rally Debden

(Marshalls required)

Saturday 3rd -4 December – Chelmsford Motor Club

Preston Rally

(Marshalls required) 

Details on CMC Web site

Sunday 1st January 2017 – ECMC

New Years Day Trial – Seckford Hall, Woodbridge

Details on ECMC Web site

(Entries and Marshalls required)

Saturday 4th February 2017 

Marshalls training Day – Cambridge 

Cambridge Regional College

Contact chair@cambridgecarclub.co.u  k

Remember: No Marshals No Event!
Simple As That!!

mailto:chair@cambridgecarclub.co.uk
mailto:chair@cambridgecarclub.co.uk
http://www.falconmotorclub.com/


Snetterton 

24th April

Lloyd Chaffer of Diss had a very successful day at September qualifying
third and fourth on the grid for both of the “allcomers” races. The only cars
in front of him were bike engine radicals and other variants. Lloyd finished
1st in class and 4th overall in the first race and then 1st in class and 3rd
overall in the second beating and holding off one of the bike engine cars.
So all in all a very successful end to his season ending on a good high. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                ©Richard Styles



                                                                                                                                                                                      ©Richard Styles

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                         ©Richard Styles

Many thanks to Richard Styles for the use of his photographs.



Classified Adverts.

-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940

-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control,
self analysis and the ability to relax and break those

bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield,
our personal support and encouragement can make the

difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

http://www.dissigns.co.uk/
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com


PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/


Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk
-

http://motorsport-news.co.uk/

http://motorsport-news.co.uk/
http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

All contents written in good faith. The permission of copyright holders has been obtained where known.
The copyright of the authors has been reserved

Errors and Omissions Excepted.
-

 Published by E.C.M.C Limited.

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk
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