
Sermon 31: Revelation 9: The 5th and 6th Trumpets (Part 1)

Overview of the views

INTRODUCTION

One of Aesop’s fables speaks about the scorpion and the fox.  The scorpion wants to get 
across the river but can’t swim, so the fox offers to swim him over if he doesn’t sting him.  
The scorpion stings the fox and they both drown.  That story which illustrates well the 
irrational and self-destructive nature of our sins, and helps us prepare for the insanity 
portrayed in the chapter before us.  We will see idolaters abused by the demons they 
worship which not give up their worship.  We will witness God sending the worst of 
conditions to judge sinners, an immeasurable invading army, but they will not repent. 

 We are in the middle of the 7 trumpets.  We have seen that the trumpets are God’s 
judgements poured out in response to the prayers of the saints.  The judgements are not 
literal and chronological events but a clear indication using Jericho and the 10 plagues 
against Egypt as a backdrop, that God is acting in judgement, He does hear prayer, but 
scarily He is acting to harden the sinner.  We have looked at the first 4 trumpets which show
graphic acts of God against man’s environment, and those things used to create idols.  
However, there is an intensification which kicks in in 8:13, ‘Then I looked, and I heard an 
eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, "Woe, woe, woe to those who 
dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to 
blow!"’  We move now into the 5th and 6th trumpets which portray plagues against man 
specifically.  

Along with the background of a Jericho type siege, and the 10 plagues against Egypt, the 
prophesy of Joel 2 which links locusts with judgement as well as Jeremiah 46 which talks 
about the downfall of Egypt are the borrowed OT capital that these next visions are made 
up of.  Let us begin by considering some of the other ways people have sought to interpret 
this section.

 Overview of the views

Firstly, the historicist view.  The broad consensus amongst Historicist interpreters is to see 
the locusts of 9:1-11 as the first wave of Islam and Muhammad is Apollyon from the period 
612-763.  Muhammad is thought to be from a family that was kicked out of a place of 
position so he is the falling star of v1.  The word locust in Hebrew is ‘arbeh’ which sounds 
like the Hebrew word for Arab, ‘Arbi’.  The idea that the locusts were not to harm the 
vegetation is said to agree with Muhammad’s instructions to Muslims not to damage 
vegetation.  The harming without killing is thought to be the way that Islam harassed but 
did not overcome Papal Rome being a judgement upon her for her idolatry.  The five months
is worked out to be 5 times 30 years which is 150 years.  This is thought to represent the 
time from Muhammad’s choice to use the sword to the defeat by Martel in 762 150 years 
later restricting Islam’s activity to the other side of the Euphrates.  The locust’s crowns are 



thought to be the Muslim’s turban, the women’s hair represents the long hair and beards, 
the iron breastplates the chainmail that Muslims wore.
The second woe of the 6th trumpet is thought to be the second wave of Islam that came 
later leading to the fall of Constantinople the capital of the Old Roman Empire.  The third of 
mankind that are killed are the eastern third of the Empire.  ‘Shortly before the year 1000, a
fierce and numerous people known as the Tartars moved from the area of the Caspian Sea 
to new settlements on the eastern banks of the Euphrates. Under the leadership of Togrul, 
the Turkomans or Turkmans, as they came to be called, established a formidable empire in 
western Asia. The Turkmans conquered Baghdad, the capital of the Saracen empire, in 
1055, and converted to the Islamic religion. Persia and India being subjugated, it would 
have seemed natural for the Turks to expand west across the Euphrates. “Yet for a long time
they had now been inactive, and it would seem they had been bound or restrained by some 
mighty power from moving in their conquests to the West” (Barnes). 
Under Togrul’s son Alp Arslan and his successor Malek Shah, the Turks crossed the 
Euphrates and made assaults upon the Byzantine Empire. The Turkish empire in those days 
was divided into four principalities under Shah’s four sons. Almost four hundred years later, 
in 1453, the Turks—by this time known as the Ottoman Empire—conquered Constantinople, 
bringing to an end the last vestige of the Roman Empire in the east.
The Turkish hordes are the horsemen (v. 16) depicted in this vision. The increments of time:
an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year (v. 15) are to be added together. 
Calculating by the year-for-a-day method, an hour is either one twelfth or one twenty-
fourth of a year; a day is a year; a month is 30 years; and a year is either 360 or 365 
years, depending upon whose calendar (Jewish or Roman) is followed. Thus the aggregate 
period totals either 391 years and 15 days, or else 396 years and 106 days.
Elliott and Barnes favor the use of the Julian calendar of 365 days, extending the period of 
this calamity to 396 years and 106 days. Beginning the reckoning at about 1055, in which 
the Turks took Baghdad and overturned the empire of the caliphs (Arab rulers), it is thus 
possible to calculate the end of the period as the year 1453, when Constantinople and the 
Byzantine Empire fell.’1  The red, blue and yellow breastplates were the same colours worn 
by the Turks.  The fire, smoke and brimstone is thought to be the 67 canons brought against
Constantinople.  But the Roman Catholic Church did not repent of its idolatry of angels, 
saints and Mary; the murders of the martyrs such as the Waldensians and the Albigensians; 
the sexual immorality of the clergy, and the theft of indulgences.

The Preterist view you will remember thinks primarily in terms of the fall of Jerusalem.  The 
falling star to them is not certain, they think it could be the highpriest or some other 
influential person who led the downfall to the fall of Jerusalem.  The locusts are thoughts to 
be the demons that obviously influenced the terrible behavior that went on in the city of 
Jerusalem as the city fought with itself and underwent siege conditions while Rome was 
camped outside.  David Chilton writes about the demon cast out returning 7 times worse, 
‘The entire generation became increasingly demon-possessed; their progressive national 
insanity is apparent as one reads through the New Testament, and its horrifying final stages 

1 Gregg, S. (1997). Revelation, four views: a parallel commentary (Re 9:13–15). Nashville, TN: T. 
Nelson Publishers.



in the pages of Josephus’ The Jewish War: the loss of all ability to reason, the frenzied mobs
attacking one another, the deluded multitudes following the most transparently false 
prophets, the crazed and desperate chase after food, the mass murders, executions and 
suicides, the fathers slaughtering their own families and the mothers eating their own 
children. Satan and the host of hell simply swarmed through the land of Israel and 
consumed the apostates.’2  The five month period is thought to be a particularly intense part
of the siege.  And the desire of those who wished for death is thought to be those who were
trapped in the city who would rather have Rome enter the city than continue to endure such
terrible conditions.  

The description of the locusts is thought by some to be a reference to the immoral zealots in
Jerusalem at this time.  With regards to having women’s hair and being ferocious Josephus 
the Jewish historian is quoted, ‘With their insatiable hunger for loot, they ransacked the 
houses of the wealthy, murdered men and violated women for sport; they drank their spoils 
with blood, and from mere satiety and shamelessness gave themselves up to effeminate 
practices, plaiting their hair and putting on women’s clothes, drenched themselves with 
perfumes and painting their eyelids to make themselves attractive. They copied not merely 
the dress, but also the passions of women, devising in their excess of licentiousness 
unlawful pleasures in which they wallowed as in a brothel. Thus they entirely polluted the 
city with their foul practices. Yet though they wore women’s faces, their hands were 
murderous. They would approach with mincing steps, then suddenly become fighting men, 
and, whipping out their swords from under their dyed cloaks, they would run through every 
passerby. (Wars, IV:9:10)’3

The 6th trumpet is thought to be the Roman army and its final siege against Jerusalem under
Titus.  Apparently the first attempt by the Roman armies to besiege Jerusalem was repelled 
but then Rome came in force and conquered.  V15 is usually singled out for special mention 
as indicating that Daniel’s seventy weeks is fulfilled here, ‘So the four angels, who had been 
prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a third of 
mankind.’  Dan. 9:24-27, ‘"Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, 
to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. 
25 Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore and build 
Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for 
sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled time. 26 And
after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing. And the 
people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall 
come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. 27 And he 
shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put 

2 Gregg, S. (1997). Revelation, four views: a parallel commentary (Re 9:1–6). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson 
Publishers.

3 Gregg, S. (1997). Revelation, four views: a parallel commentary (Re 9:7–12). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson
Publishers.



an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who 
makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator."’  The desolator of 
Jerusalem is being made desolate by Rome.  The Jews are those who are judged as the 
unsealed because God has handed them over yet they do not repent of their sins.

The Futurist view has a few variations.  There are those who believe that the fallen star is a 
future false Pope who will be given the key to loose false teaching which will result in the 
many locusts of the various cults.  Others see these trumpets as describing a time in the 
Great Tribulation after the rapture where satan is cast down, he opens the bottomless pit 
which is thought to be the place of imprisoned demons and the demons afflict those who do
not repent.  Some have argued for a more military type fulfilment, some have thought that 
the locusts are helicopters with nerve gas coming out the tail.  Some have gone very far in 
their literalism and implied that some will try and commit suicide but bullets, knifes, 
drowning, pills and all the attempts to commit suicide will supernaturally not work.
The locusts could be false teachers or demons.  Their human faces indicate intelligence, 
their hair, seduction and the iron breastplates the hardness of heart they bring about.     

After the locusts the Futurists anticipate an army which along with the 4th seal wipes out half
the human race.  Some see these as literal men others as demons wielding hellish powers. 
The significance of the Euphrates is thought to be in that it exists as the border between 
east and west and indicates a great oriental army that will attack Israel and the rest of the 
west.  With regards to an army of 200 million, ‘Ray Stedman takes the view that it “would 
be virtually impossible for any one nation—or even a coalition of nations such as NATO—to 
field such a vast army.” Using the Gulf War of 1991 for a comparison, he points out that the 
combined troops of the thirty-nation United Nations coalition only amounted to about one 
million persons in uniform. The former Soviet Union had the largest army in the world, 
numbering about three million men, followed by China with 2.3 million and India with 1.1 
million. Stedman concludes that all the armies in the world must be involved in a battle that 
employs two hundred million troops. More than one writer has found in the imagery 
indications of modern weaponry. Stedman writes: “It seems clear that what John envisions 
for us is the machinery of modern (or future) military destruction translated into the military 
terminology of his own day.” He then suggests the identification of the individual features of 
the vision with such apparatus as tanks, troop carriers, missile launchers, rocket batteries, 
helicopter gunships, etc.’4

Hal Lindsey says about the fire, smoke and brimstone, ‘All of these things are a part of a 
thermonuclear war: smoke represents the immense clouds of radioactive fallout and debris, 
while brimstone is simply melted earth and building materials.’5      

4 Gregg, S. (1997). Revelation, four views: a parallel commentary (Re 9:16–19). Nashville, TN: T. 
Nelson Publishers.

5 Gregg, S. (1997). Revelation, four views: a parallel commentary (Re 9:16–19). Nashville, TN: T. 
Nelson Publishers.



    Yet in spite of these most terrible judgements, idolatry will continue in New Age, murder 
in abortion, sorcery in drugs, sexual immorality in homosexuality and pornography and theft 
at a corporate level.

Next week we will look at the approach we will be taking.    


