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Welcome to November!

Daily I am inspired by the people that 
work in our Bene team and the way they 
pitch together when times are tough to 
get the job done. Our staff have shown 
an unwavering level of dedication 
to both you, the resident, that has 
entrusted us with your care and also the 
commitment to their own team. 

Last month was another challenging 
month in relation to staffing. We have 
experienced unprecedented staff 
turnover this year and mandatory 
COVID-19 vaccinations have added to the 
situation with the loss of six loyal staff. 

Unfortunately, this mandate meant we 
had no option than to terminate staff 
members that refused to follow a public 
health directive.

There have been a lot of things outside 
of our control that have contributed 
to the situation, but I believe there are 
still lots of things we can improve on. 
We have formulated some strategies 
and these, along with the new Federal 
Government’s Aged Care Registered 
Nurses’ Loyalty Bonuses, seek to attract 
and retain good staff to our team.

What we are doing: 
• Aged Care Nurses (RN) – paid $3,700 

annually for the next two years if 
they remain with the same aged care 
provider. 

• Benevolent Living Recruitment 
Bonuses – engaging our own team 
to act as recruitment agents with 
either a $300 or $1,000 bonus paid to 
the team member that referred the 
new staff member. 

• Benevolent Living Relocation 
Bonus – any new staff member that 
qualifies will receive a Relocation 
cash bonus for either $300 or $1,000 
if they are accepted for a position 
and demonstrate they can meet the 
position requirements. 

• Staffing Shortages – the CEO will 
receive a monthly report of staff 
absenteeism and any staff members 
taking excessive leave or is a serial 
“shift thrower” will be performance 
managed which could lead to 
termination. 

• New Human Resource Manager 
– we have recruited a new HR 
manager to invest time and energy 
into improving staff attraction and 
retention. 

• Coaching, Mentoring and 
Supporting – every single staff 
member has to work hard to help 
train new staff and to ensure there is 
a culture where everybody is friendly 
and people enjoy their work. 

a note from
Alison Moss | CEO
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what’s happening
in November 2021

Men’s Club Cinema Outing
Join us at the BCC Cinema for a thrilling 
and action packed flick - James Bond: No 
Time to Die.

Friday 12th

Arm Chair Travel
Get ready to go on a marvelous journey 
across the seas - right from the comfort of 
your chair! Join us in Bill Power at 2:00pm, 
ready for take off!

Thursday 25th

Paint and Sip
Calling all creatives! We’re holding a 
Paint and Sip in Jean May. Come along 
to create some beautiful art whilst 
sipping on a cold beverage.

Friday’s 2pm

Melbourne Cup Afternoon Tea
It’s time to dress up in your nicest 
frock or suit and place your bets on 
the biggest race of the year! Join us 
in Jean May for afternoon tea and to 
watch the race.

Tuesday 2nd
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Hello everyone and welcome to 
November! How did we get here so fast? 
We have some exciting things happening 
this month but first, let’s recap all the fun 
we had October. 

October was Senior’s Month, and we 
had a few fun activities to celebrate. We 
hosted our first Paint and Sip, and it was 
a great success. Everyone who came 
along really enjoyed it. There’s nothing 
like a stiff drink to get the creative juices 
flowing. It was so much fun that we 
decided to do it again when the students 
from TCC came to visit. This time we left 
the alcohol in the cupboard and went 
with a non-alcoholic punch. The works 
of art were less abstract this time! The 
room was filled with fun conversation 
and smiles all round and we were all very 
impressed with our finished pieces. It 
was so good to see the students again.

We came together and enjoyed a 
morning of socialising at our Senior’s 
Month morning tea. Some of our 
residents also ventured out for a lovely 
morning tea at Riverston Tea Rooms 
to watch the senior superstar awards 
and support our own senior superstar 
nominee, volunteer Margaret. We took 
some scenic rides on our Bene Bikes 
along the riverbank to top the morning 
off. We really are loving these bikes. 

Another thing we love is a good concert! 
Greg Rea, Viv Jenkinson, and KARMA all 
made another appearance through out 

the month, performing all or our old 
favourites while everyone sung along. 

Not even travel restrictions can hold 
us back as we jetted off on another 
armchair travel. This time to Mexico! We 
snacked on corn chips and salsa and 
sipped on sangria while we went on a 
virtual tour from the comfort of our own 
living room. 

This month we have a few exciting 
activities. Good news for our gentleman 
who sometimes feel they are 
outnumbered by our lovely ladies! We 
are starting a men’s social club with 
monthly outings for our gentlemen to 
get together. The first outing will be to 
the cinema to watch the new James 
Bond movie. Plus, the ladies will be 
happy to know the Jasfer Mobile Fashion 
shop will be back this month too so get 
your purses ready to treat yourself. 

We can not forget the biggest race of the 
year, the Melbourne Cup! Dress in your 
best race outfit and don’t forget your 
lucky fascinator. We will be having a nice 
afternoon tea and watching the race. If 
you’re feeling lucky you can do some 
in house betting and take home the 
winnings. 

We have a couple of outings throughout 
November. We are going on a trip to 
Pilbeam Theatre for Morning Melodies 
later this month. It’s always a favourite of 
ours.

a note from
Jess & Tash | Lifestyle Team



With the weather really heating up, we 
will also be heading to the swimming 
pool for some hydrotherapy. If you are 
interested in coming along, please let us 
know. 

We cannot forget our friends from The 
Cathedral College will be back to visit us 
again this month. It is always a fantastic 
afternoon so make sure you come along 
and join in on the fun. 

Since Paint and Sip was such a hit, 
we have added a few sessions to the 
calendar. Come and have a cold drink 
and create a masterpiece. You don’t 
have to be an artist. It is a great social 
afternoon. 

We have two new volunteers who have 
joined us. You would have seen Janice 

around the facility on a Wednesday with 
her two furry friends, Floss the poodle 
and Charlotte the labradoodle. Janice 
is bringing Floss and Charlotte every 
week so we can have some big puppy 
visits. We also have the very lovely Carole 
on board. Carole will be helping with 
activities around the facility a few days 
a week. We are so excited to have both 
Janice and Carole onboard. We would 
like to thank all our volunteers, we would 
like to thank all our volunteers for all of 
their help. We really do appreciate it. 

As always, if you have any suggestions 
for any activities you would like to see on 
the calendar, please let us know!

Jess and Tash

Here we are in November and what a 
year it has been. I would like to firstly 
congratulate our volunteer, Margaret 
Hallinan, for her nomination for the 
Senior Superstar award for her voluntary 
work here at Benevolent Living. I would 
like to thank Margaret for her dedication 
to the community and our residents, 
as well as our lifestyle program and 
ensuring we acknowledge and respect 
our residents religious and spiritual 
needs. 

This month we also honour a very 
important day for our country and our 
allies. On the 11th November we pay 
tribute to our fallen soldiers in WW1 and 
the sacrifice they made for us.

I would like to acknowledge all residents 
who bravely fought for our country and 
partners of soldiers. Remembrance 
Day is an important day for us to come 
together to remember the sacrifice made 
not so long ago. 

During these trying times, we can 
look back and gain some perspective 
about how lucky we are today, even 
with COVID-19 we are still safe, healthy, 
happy, living, working and visiting here at 
Benevolent Living. 

I look forward to seeing residents around 
this month as we lead into December 
and the festive season. 

a note from
Kevin Hogan | Chairman
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redevelopment 
update

We have named Building A! The votes are in! We would like to introduce The 
Terraces, our new 3-storey residential care building that will open in May, 2022. 
Residents of The Terraces and Benevolent Living will have access to all community 
amenities and Lifestyle and Leisure program including:

we welcome + we farewell
This month we welcomed to the community John Berry, Barry Diplock, 

John Rogers, Marietta Scott and Shirley Suthers. Sadly we also farewelled 
Valerie Austin and Bernice Preston.

bene news.

• Café 1866
• Artistry of Hair (onsite hairdresser)
• Library
• Chapel
• Cinema
• Gymnasium

• Artist workshop and classes
• Art Gallery
• Community Hall
• Specially designed gardens
• BBQ area
• Bowling green

We have unfortunately experienced setbacks in the time frames for the refurbishments 
and completion of Building A. The reasons for these delays are due to COVID-19 related 
shipping delays. The lift is being shipped from China, which has been delayed. The floor 
tiles for the new reception and ground floor amenities are also coming from overseas; 
however, there is a backlog with the supplier and has caused further delays. 

We have also made the decision to not open the new reception until Building A is 
finished because of the lack of street parking in West Street.

We have referred to our Architects Deicke Richards team for an option of a green wall 
or mural to liven up the space for residents in Jack Fleming, as they have lost their view 
with the construction of Building A.
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A large concern for senior populations is 
the impact of increased loneliness and 
decreased food intake. These key issues 
are associated with the physiological, 
social, economic and psychological 
changes that occur as we grow older.

Eating is more than just nutrition; it 
encompasses a range of social and 
cultural aspects. Every culture in the 
world has elements of daily social eating 
which have been shown to strengthen 
family connections and create a sense 
of community. It is estimated that 17% of 
senior adults eat all meals alone. 

Studies have consistently shown senior 
adults who eat alone have an increased 
risk of malnutrition, isolation, loneliness 
and depression. Alternatively, those senior 
adults who regularly eat with others, have 
increased intake of food. 

This includes attending family meals, 
luncheons or other community events 
as well as communal eating in a dining 
room setting. Some studies have even 
shown benefits to technology based 
social eating such as video or phone calls. 

Shared mealtimes can add a sense of 
security, comradery and structure to one’s 
day. As senior adults have an increased 
risk of loneliness, the motivation to eat 
socially goes beyond nutrition. It aims 
for older adults to make or sustain 
meaningful relationships with people. 

Therefore, the continual encouragement 
of social eating at the place of 
residence and attendance of scheduled 
activities can help to reduce the risk of 
malnutrition and increase the quality of 
life of senior adults. 

Michaela Johnston 
Dietitian, APD (BHSc, MDiet)

health 
bites 

Michaela
Benefits of Social Eating

with Dietitian: 

November 2021.
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Lani has a little lamb,
Its fleece is made of flowers, 
When she went to visit her,
She stayed for hours and hours. 

They frolicked on the green,
Green grass,
With the birds and bees,
And all the other little, 
Lambs ,
Among the trees and flowers. 

Lani calls her Mary,
It was her grandma’s name. 
She thought it would be nice. 
To call her lamb the same. 

Shirley’s poetry corner

After a successful trial we have now made the decision to roll out heated trolleys to 
all houses to improve on the dining experience for all residents. The trolley for Level 1 
has been delivered, and we anticipate the other trolleys will arrive the week beginning 
25th of October.

Management have consulted with staff and residents and have made the decision to 
close the Jean May dining room. Level 1 dining room will now cater for all residents 
who wish to dine in the dining room. We hope this merge will enhance the dining 
experience for all residents. Tray service will remain and will be delivered by care staff. 

dining updates



Answers on 
page 15
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ACROSS
1.   Dared
6.   Short Skirt
10.  Sat for portrait
11.  Ill-uses
12.  Pale purple colour
14.  Unconcealed
16.  Demonic
18.  Staying power
20.  White powder narcotic
22.  Mocking whistle
23.  The Three Tenors fotre
25.  Brduge fee booth
28.  Habit-forming
29.  Flooded
31.  Secrete away
32.  Theatre attendants

DOWN
1.  Mugs
2.   Idiotr
3.   Serving soons
4.   Wandering (tribesman)
5.   Guarantees
7.   Reflection
8.   Unable to be satisfied
9.  High & mighty (attitude)
13.  Prank
15.  Violent maniac
17.  Pest
19.  Improper
21.  Competition applications
22. Trade school, technical ...
24.  Finalised
26.  Sugar-coatedp
27. ... & that
30.  Termite, white ...



Nov 2021
week 1 week 1 activities

mon 01

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Exercises Group – Mardy McKean
10:00 am – Cards with Lenny – Level 1 Dining Room
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1 & 2
2:00 pm – Music and Board Games – Fleming

tue 02
Melbourne Cup 

Day

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Fleming
9:30 am – Hydrotherapy – South-side Memorial Pool
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy 
10:00 am – Scrabble – Bill Power
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret & Mary – Fleming
1:00 pm – Melbourne Cup Race Day – Jean May

wed 03

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Dog visits with Janice – Facility
10:00 am – Bingo – Jean May
10:00 am – Jigsaws with Margaret – Mardy
2:00 pm – Social Happy Hour – Jean May

thu 04

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:15 am – Exercise Group with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Indoor Bowls – Jean May
10:00 am – Physical Games – Mardy McKean
2:00 pm – Afternoon tea and Reminiscing – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Cooking and Afternoon Tea – Fleming
3:00 pm – Beauty Trolley – Bill Power

fri 05
9:00 am – Communion Room Visit
9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:30 am – Bene Bikes Rides - Facility
9:30 am – Birthday Club - Jean May
2:00 pm – Paint and Sip – Jean May

sat 06 sun 07

what’s on
1 - 7 Nov 2021
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Nov 2021
week 2 week 2 activities

mon 08

9:15 am – Exercises with Margaret – Level 1 
9:30 am – Morning Melodies – Pilbeam Theatre
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Cards with Lenny – Level 1 Dining Room
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1 & 2
2:00 pm – Music and Afternoon Tea – Fleming

tue 09
9:00 am – Exercises with Margaret – Fleming
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Talking Circles – Jean May
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret & Mary – Fleming
3:30 pm – TCC Student Visit – Jean May

wed 10

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Fleming
9:30 am – Exercises Group – Mardy 
10:00 am – Dog visits with Janice – Facility
10:00 am – Bingo – Jean May
10:00 am – Jigsaw Puzzles with Margaret – Mardy
2:30 pm – Social Happy Hour – Jean May

thu 11
Remembrance 

Day

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:15 am – Exercise Group with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Remembrance Day Morning Tea – Jean May
2:00 pm – Afternoon Tea and Reminiscing – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Individual Vists – Level 1 & 2
3:00 pm – Beauty Trolley – Bill Power

fri 12
9:00 am – Communion Room Visit
9:00 am – Exercise Group - Jack Fleming
9:15 am – Men’s Social Club - BCC Cinema
2:00 pm – Individual Visits – Mardy

sat 13 sun 14

what’s on
8 - 14 Nov 2021



Nov 2021
week 3 week 3 activities

mon 15

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Jasfer Mobile Fashion – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Cards with Lenny – Level 1 & 2
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1 & 2
2:00 pm – Afternoon Tea and Music – Fleming

tue 16

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Fleming
9:30 am – Hydrotherapy – South-side Memorial Pool
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy 
10:00 am – Bene Bike Rides and Morning Tea
10:00 am – Scrabble – Bill Power
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret & Mary – Fleming
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Afternoon Tea and Games – Mardy
3:00 pm – Individual Visits – Fleming

wed 17

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Dog visits with Janice – Facility
10:00 am – Bingo – Jean May
10:00 am – Jigsaws with Margaret – Mardy
2:00 pm – Social Happy Hour – Jean May

thu 18

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:15 am – Exercise Group with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Indoor Bowls – Jean May
10:00 am – Physical Games – Mardy McKean
2:00 pm – Afternoon tea and Reminiscing – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Afternoon Craft – Fleming

fri 19
9:00 am – Communion Room Visit
9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
10:00 am – Viv Jenkinson Concert - Jean May
2:00 pm – Paint and Sip – Jean May

sat 20 sun 21

what’s on
15 - 21 Nov 2021



what’s on
22 - 28 Nov 2021

Nov 2021
week 4 week 4 activities

mon 22

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power 
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy McKean
10:00 am – Cards with Lenny – Level 1 Dining Room
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1 & 2
2:00 pm – Afternoon Tea and Music – Fleming

tue 23

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Fleming
9:30 am – Hydrotherapy – South-side Memorial Pool
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy 
10:00 am – Greg Rae Concert – Jean May
2:00 pm – Afternoon Craft – Jean May
2:00 pm – Afternoon Tea and Games – Mardy

wed 24

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Dog visits with Janice – Facility
10:00 am – Bingo – Jean May
10:00 am – Jigsaws with Margaret – Mardy
2:00 pm – Social Happy Hour – Jean May

thu 25

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Jack Fleming
9:15 am – Exercise Group with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Indoor Bowls – Jean May
10:00 am – Physical Games – Mardy McKean
2:00 pm – Arm Chair Travel – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Fleming

fri 26
9:00 am – Communion room visits
9:00 am – Exercise Group – Fleming
10:00 am – Karma Duo Concert – Fleming
2:00 pm – Shop Trolley – Facility

sat 27 sun 28
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Welcome our newest community members, 
Floss and Charlotte! These two beautiful 
poodle’s will be visiting residents every 
Wednesday morning.

Be sure to say hello and give them a pat if 
you see them!

Charlotte & 
Floss, our 
resident dogs

what’s on
29 - 30 Nov 2021

Nov 2021
week 5 week 5 activities

mon 29

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy
10:00 am – Cards with Lenny – Level 1 Dining Room
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1 & 2
2:00 pm – Music and Afternoon Tea – Fleming

tue 30

9:00 am – Exercise Group – Fleming
9:30 am – Hydrotherapy – South-side Memorial Pool
9:30 am – Exercise Group – Mardy 
10:00 am – Scrabble – Bill Power
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret & Mary – Fleming
2:00 pm – Afternoon Tea and Games – Mardy
3:00 pm – Individual Visits – Fleming



colour your world
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Senior Superstars
This year we sponsored 990 4RO AM Rockhampton Senior Superstar again! The 
award showcases our regions amazing seniors and the contributions they continue 
to make to their communities. 

Senior Superstar Categories:

Community Spirit - Voluntary Role Only - recognising the incredible contributions 
our seniors make to the local community and specifically the charities and 
organisations they champion. 

Acts of Kindness - showcasing those people who go out of their way to help a 
neighbour, friend or the community. 

Age is Just a Number - showcasing how seniors are defying their age, and how 
they are inspiring the community to also push the boundaries regardless of age! 

Congratulations to Jenny Hilcher, the overall winner for Senior Superstar 2021. 
Congratulations to Wally Welburn awarded Age Is Just a ‘Number’ and Marion 
Collins, awarded ‘Acts of Kindness’. 

Well done to everyone nominated, including our very own volunteer Margaret. You 
are all an incredible asset to our community.

what’s been happening
at benevolent

Alison & Jenny
Alison, Wally, Jim 
& MarionMargaret
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Lani’s Photos
Lani is our resident photographer! She loves to snap photos of the activities 

throughout the month. Below are some photos she snapped of our indoor bowls 
activity last month.

Shirley

Jess & Jean

Jackie & Laurie Ted

November 2021.



TTC Paint & Sip
Last month we had the best afternoon with our friends from The Cathedral College. 

Our residents and students took an art class ran by our talented Lifestyle team, Jess 
and Tash. Together we painted a beautiful landscape scene and of course enjoyed 
some laughs along the way. 

Another inter-generational activity that was a big hit with both young, old and 
everyone in between.

18
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Claire

Jean and TTC Students

Alan



John’s 90th Birthday
When we say our staff go above and beyond, we mean it! 

Our resident John said to one of our staff how much he would love balloons for his 
birthday. Well, ask and you shall receive John! 

Our staff got together to decorate his room for his 90th birthday while he was out, 
so he could return home to quite the surprise. John absolutely loved it and it is safe 
to say was on Cloud 9 all day for his special milestone. 

19

Our residents and TCC students showing off their completed paintings
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Riverston Tea Rooms
Bike Ride

One of our favourite activities is our Benny Bike rides run by our good friends from 
Cycling Without Age – Rockhampton. This activity encourages our residents to get 
outside and enjoy the sunshine, connect with people outside of their day-to-day and 
also gives them a chance to participate in something they enjoyed doing in their 
childhood. 

Peter & Cheryl

Margaret & Alan Jean & Tash
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Benevolent Date Night
Our wonderful carers in Level 2 and Mardy McKean set up a romantic date night 
for two of our couples. Kaye and Gordon on Level 2 enjoyed a romantic dinner in 
the private dining room in Level 2 and Arthur and Joan enjoyed dinner together in 
Mardy McKean. Love was definitely in the air! 

Arthur & Joan

Kay & Gordon Kay & Gordon

Kay Arthur Joan

21
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Leilani ‘Lani’ Dobson, was born in the Royal 
Brisbane Hospital in 1941, on the 11 hour of 
the 11th day of the 11th month. If that isn’t 
enough to make you remember, she was 
also born in the middle of World War Two, 
and the nurses on the ward called her a ‘war 
baby’. 

Her family moved to Brisbane for her father 
to set up a School of Music, where Lani 
was born. Before long, Lani’s father was 
called up to fight in the war efforts and 
was deployed to Papua New Guinea. Lani 
and her mother stayed in Brisbane, before 
moving back to Sydney when she was two.  

Because Lani’s mother was still working, 
Lani moved in with her grandparents 
who lived at the Granville Showgrounds. 
Lani’s grandfather was the caretaker of 
the showgrounds and they lived in a little 
cottage on-site. 

During the war, General McArthur’s men 
were stationed at the showgrounds. Lani 
and her grandparents had to move into the 
tennis shed, while the US generals occupied 
the cottage. 

“I was only very young, but I remember 
the tennis shed didn’t have any electricity 
or running water. We had to use candles 
at night. I still had a great time there. I 
remember a solider always used to give me 
chocolate.” 

After the war, Lani and her grandparents 
moved back into their cottage and she 
continued to make friends at the   
showgrounds. 

“It was a fantastic place to grow up. I loved 
every second of it, the showgrounds were 
just like a big backyard. There were royal 
shows or Gymkhanas, pretty much every 
weekend, so there was always something to 
do.” 

Lani went to school in Sydney up until she 
was 15. Once she left high school she got a 
job working at a local fish and chip shop. 
She then moved onto a department store 
and eventually Business College, before 
she was offered a job as a cable girl at a 
switchboard company. 

“You name it, I’ve done it all, from fish 
and chips right up to management and 
even working on one of Australia’s first 
computers.”

“After the switchboard company, I got a job 
as the Personal Assistant to the Marketing 
Manager and the Production Manager at 
Old Spice. That is also were I worked on the 
computer. It was huge that thing, it took up 
nearly three times the size of my room.” 

While she was working, Lani met her first 
husband, Ivan, at a dance. 

“We had a pretty quick romance, and got 
married and had children.” 

Leilani Dobson
resident spotlight
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Ivan and Lani had three children before they 
separated a few years later. 

Lani has always loved her children, she even 
started a Parents organisation in NSW to 
help advocate for her children and improve 
the education system. 

“I was on the executive committee for 
the Parents and Citizens Committee in 
NSW. We were trying to get the education 
department to improve the high school 
curriculum for our children.”

“I was in TV all the time being interviewed, 
organising important meetings with 
government officials and I even published a 
newsletter every month.” 

During this time, Lani met her second 
husband, Lloyd Dobson, whom she went on 
to marry and had her youngest daughter 
with. 

Lloyd’s parents lived on the Sunshine Coast, 
so they made the decision to make the sea 
change and move to the sunshine state. 

Once they got to the Sunshine Coast, Lani 
became heavily involved in the church and 
taught bibles study at multiple schools, ran 
the craft program and also organised the 
pray booklets and newsletters. 

“I was always busy, from my work as a 
Librarian to bible study to crafts. I’ve always 
loved crafts and being creative.” 

Once their children were all grown up, Lani 
and Lloyd went to travel the world, albeit in 
opposite directions. 

“He went to Asia, and I went to Europe,” 
laughs Lani. 

Lani travelled all through Europe and even 
went to Russia in the middle of winter. 

“It was absolutely freezing! We were 
there just after the Berlin Wall came 
down, so it was a very interesting time 

to travel to Russia. I was taken aback by 
how impoverished the country was. All 
the shelves were bare, you couldn’t buy 
anything.” 

Lani’s two favourite countries to visit were 
Italy and Scotland. 

“I loved Rome and Venice, as well as 
Scotland. Both countries were beautiful, and 
with the history and culture, the trip was 
fantastic.” 

Lani’s children have now all gotten married. 
She has 10 grandchildren and 9  
great-grandchildren. Lani also has an 
‘adoptive’ daughter, who she raised after her 
mother passed away from cancer. 

“I knew a lady through the church who 
passed away. I said I would care for Hannah, 
so I got guardianship. She is all grown up 
now and is a midwife and has just had a 
little baby of her own.” 

Lani has tried her hand at just about 
everything in her jam packed life and attests 
it to her positive attitude and great faith that 
everything will work out for the best. 

She now lives in Level 2 and loves 
Benevolent. 

“All of the staff and residents are wonderful 
and so caring, particularly my friend Shirley 
who lives next door and wrote such a lovely 
poem about my little lamb, Mary.” 

.
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Lani’s lamb, which Shirley has written a 
poem about (featured in this issue)
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