
 DAUPHIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting       December 6, 2021 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Dauphin County Planning Commission was held on 
Monday, December 6, 2021.  The meeting was held in person at the TCRPC offices at 112 
Market Street, Harrisburg with additional member participation via Zoom telecommuting 
software.  Vice Chairwoman Gaiski called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Those members present were Mr. Jonathan Bowser, Ms. Mary Gaiski, Mr. John Kerschner, 
Mr. Gary Lenker, Mr. Fred Lighty, Mr. Robert Spandler and Mr. Dan Tunnell. Also 
present were Mr. Steve Deck and Mr. Jerry Duke of the staff.  

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
On a motion made by Mr. Spandler, seconded by Mr. Kerschner, the Commission approved 
7-0 the minutes from the November 1, 2021 meeting.  
       
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
On a motion by Mr. Spandler, seconded by Mr. Bowser, the Commission approved 7-0 to 
transfer to TCRPC the Subdivision and Sewage Module review fees in the amount of 
$2,823.21 for November, 2021. The Treasurer’s Report in the form of Financial Statements 
for the month ending November 30, 2021 were accepted for filing and audit. 
 
REPORTS 
 
a. Report of Officers:  No items. 

 
b. Communications & Staff Reports:  Received and noted was an e-mail 

correspondence dated November 28, 2021 from Louise Champagne, indicating 
displeasure with the Planning Commission’s no objection of a rezoning request in 
West Hanover Township. 
 

c. Program Progress Report: November, 2021 (attached) 
 

Mr. Deck provided updates on several staff projects.  He mentioned the multiple 
upcoming I-81 Improvement Strategy meetings on December 14th and 15th.  Staff also 
participated in a discussion with PennDOT District 8 and relevant municipalities on 
the I-83 tolling proposals. He also briefed the Planning Commission on TCRPC’s 
understanding of funding potential for the recently enacted Federal Infrastructure 
Bill. An additional $60 million in funding over the next 4 years may be distributed to 
fund local transportation projects.   
 
He also gave an update on the progress on the Toolkit.  He indicated staff plans to 
provide outreach to municipalities regarding the Toolkit availability.  This outreach is  
to occur after the first of the year.   
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He also mentioned several other projects, including an update to the county-wide 
stormwater planning (Countywide Action Plan (CAP)) effort and the establishment 
of a regional stormwater cooperation effort. TCRPC was notified of an award of a 
$1.6 million dollar grant to fund a variety of stormwater projects in the four-county 
CAP study area.   
 
Mr. Duke noted that applications for the annual Premier Project Awards are due on 
December 16th with winners being announced at a virtual award presentation on 
February 17th, 2022.   

 
d. Committees:  
 

Mr. Duke indicated that the Affordable Housing Committee will be asked to review 

the proposed model subdivision changes. The review is to determine the model 
ordinance’s potential impact and ability to help create affordable housing.   
 

f. Planning Commission Member Items 
 
 There were no items.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Subdivision/Land Development Matters 
 

1.  Review/Comments  
 
On a motion by Mr. Bowser, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission 
voted 7-0 with an abstention (Mr. Kerschner on Application 2021-0139 in 
Lower Paxton Township) to ratify staff review of the eleven (11) applications.  

 
b. Subdivision Amendment  

 
1. East Hanover Township – Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 

Revision – Resubmittal    
 
On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission 
voted 7-0 to recommend adoption of the ordinance revisions and ratify staff 
comments. 

  
ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 

a. Tri-County Regional Planning Commission Reappointment  
 

On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission voted 7-
0, to re-appoint Dan Tunnell, Robert Spandler, John Kerschner, and Gary Lenker, 
subject to Mr. Tunnell concurring to be reappointed, as the Dauphin County 
Planning Commission representatives to the Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission.   
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b. Directory Update and Term Expirations  
 

Planning Commission Members were asked to review their contact information so as 
to ensure the records are up to date.  In addition, Commission members were asked 
to refer any future members to the County Commissioners as there remains one seat 
vacant on the Commission. No Planning Commission members expire at the end of 
2021.    

 
c. Additional Member Discussion: Language for Adding Items to the Agenda   
 
 A discussion was held regarding the appropriateness of language for additional items 

raised by Planning Commission members.  Under the new amendments to the 
Sunshine Law, meeting agendas are to be posted at least 24 hours in advance of a 
meeting.  No additional items may be considered at the meeting if it is not placed on 
the previously advertised agenda.  The members discussed draft language for 
consideration to be added to the agenda.  After further discussion, the following 
language was considered:  “Members may request additional items of business be 
added to this meeting’s agenda.  If approved by a majority vote of the members, the 
proposed new agenda item (s) will be placed on the agenda at a location that is at the 
discretion of the Chair.”  Mr. Lighty noted the County Commissions are also 
reviewing if it is considered legal to add similar language for their Commission 
meeting agendas.  The matter is still being investigated by the County Commissioners 
and no decision was made on the matter.  It was the consensus of the Planning 
Commission to take no action at this time and to monitor what additional 
information may come from the Commissioner’s review of the matter.       

 
d. 2022 Meeting Schedule  
 

It was proposed the meeting schedule for 2022 would be on the following dates: 
January 10, 2022 (2nd Monday); February 7, 2022; March 7, 2022; April 4, 2022; 
May 2, 2022; June 6, 2022; July 11, 2022 (2nd Monday); August 8, 2022; September 
12, 2022 (2nd Monday); October 10, 2022; November 7, 2022, and December 5, 
2022.  The meetings would be held at 4:00 PM in the Conference room and via 
Zoom.    
 
On a motion by Mr. Lenker, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission voted 7-0 to 
approve the 2022 meeting schedule.   
 

e. Appointment of Officers for 2022 
 
 The Commission was reminded that the election of officers is to occur at the January 

meeting.  It is customary that a new set of officers are put in place after two years.   
 
 
There were no other additional items.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:51 p.m. The next meeting 

of the Commission is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2022 (Second 

Monday).   
 
The meeting will be in the Dauphin County Veteran’s Memorial Office Building’s Second 
Floor Conference Room for those wishing to meet in person. The meeting will be also 
available to the public and Commission members via Zoom.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Josh First 
Josh First 
Secretary 


