
A BUSY TERM TWO COMES TO A CLOSE 
Another big term in sport has come to a close and for the first time in a long while I am looking forward to a little 

break over the next two weeks before returning in Term Three for all the action of Athletics season. Although the 

busy sports calendar this term is exactly that, very busy, it is always thoroughly enjoyable and very rewarding 

working with these terrific little people. We had plenty of running this term, a new Thursday afternoon sports 

program, a Winter Lightning Carnival with netball, soccer and football teams, our annual Mercy Ninja Warrior 

competition, early morning fitness club and our swimmers continued their training with the Mercy Swim Club. A 

big thank you to you, the parents for your continued support, washing outfits, having a change of uniforms in 

bags, early drop offs, support at carnivals, etc. etc. You have been terrific. 

AUGUSTINE 2017 CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONS  
Our Interhouse Cross Country Carnival was shifted to the primary oval this year in what was a compact, yet 
spectator friendly course. Although a few little changes need to be made to the course and the day as a whole, 
it was well received by the teachers and class groups, as it made for an easy transition to and from classrooms 
around lunch and recess, especially for the little ones. 

The races were exciting and fun to watch as our Mercy kids are starting to really take to running. We have some 
terrific little rivalries within different year groups and with each carnival, new stars emerge from nowhere. Our 
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Our swimmers are braving the 

Winter months and continuing 

their swimming under the 

excellent guidance of Coach 

Sharon Smith. Ideally we would 

love to see more students take 

up the opportunity to join Swim 

Club, but we are also extremely 

proud of those students who are 

currently attending. It is terrific 

to hear that their times are 

improving and their attendance 

is regular. Many of our swimmers 

are now progressing to the 

morning sessions with the high 

school students. 

Swimming is usually a Term One 

sport at Mercy Primary, however, 

our swimmers will begin their 

out of school competitions in 

Term 4. Both Sharon and myself 

are continually looking at events 

we can add to the program to 

g i v e o u r s w i m m e r s m o re 

competition experience. It is also 

a great way for children to 

increase their fitness for other 

sports. So have a think about the 

great offer to join Mercy Swim 

Club in Term Three.

               leigh.willison@cewa.edu.au 

SPORTS UPDATE
June 2017 #3

mailto:leigh.willison@cewa.edu.au?subject=
mailto:leigh.willison@cewa.edu.au?subject=


Year Six students did a fantastic job inspiring their teams and the little 
ones were again the stars of the day as always. Winners on the day were 
Maddie Howard (Y3) in brilliant finish to hang on in front of good friend 
Lorraine Kiiyukia, whilst Hudson Moyle (Y3) blasted the boys away with a 
convincing win ahead of Seth Gray. In Year Four, Ashlee Turner 
continued her recent dominance ahead of Georgia Burmej, whilst new 
kid on the block, Ty Mennell showed his new friends a clean set of heels. 
The Year Fives always perform at the highest of levels and this year it was 
Sienna Maltese who again strode to victory with Ashley Scott edging 
closer each time they race. For the boys, Jamie Bilaloski put the burners 
on and powered away from the field. The Sixes saw Brianna Greene in a 
class of her own, as she always is, and Jake Cunan put on a clinic in front 
of the boys field, both claiming the gold medals in their final year of 
primary school. 

In the end, it was Augustine taking line honours for the second year in a 
row. Congratulations to all our students on their efforts on the day and 
the wonderful atmosphere they created in their bays. 

TRI CLUB - WEDNESDAYS 
Fitness on Wednesday mornings was all about ‘Running Club’ this 
term. The goal has been to try and raise the fitness levels of the 
children at Mercy through long distance running. We had excellent 
attendance rates with upwards of 55 eager and energetic runners 
ready to run each and every Wednesday morning. From games, to 
interval runs, to extended laps, to some silly stuff too, it has been a lot 
of fun and very challenging. As we drew closer and closer to our 
interschool carnival, the sessions turned a little more serious and it 
was terrific to see the kids still enjoying the tougher drills.  After the 
holidays, Wednesday mornings become known as ‘SPRINT CLUB’ in 
preparation for athletics. 

WINTER LIGHTNING CARNIVAL 
This year, we have been able to increase our allocated sport 
time in the Year Four, Five and Six grades by using period six 
on Thursdays. This has been instrumental in providing our 
students with much needed exposure to actual game time 
using a variety of different sports. The program ties in perfectly 
with both the interschool calendar and the physical education 
program. For example, this term the students have spent PE 
lessons learning the skills of Football, Soccer and Netball. 
Then on Thursday afternoons, they choose which sport they 
would like to play over a six week period. At the end of that 
time, teams are selected for the interschool carnival in those 
three sports. Our teams (pictured opposite) competed on 
June 9 at the NIPSSA Winter Lightning Carnival. Our netball 
teams were brilliant, winning most games, whilst the boys 
soccer won all matches, the girls soccer nearly all matches and 
the football team, although winning one game, remained very 
competitive throughout the day. Reports filtered back via the 
coaches saying the kids were beautifully behaved and 
displayed terrific sportsmanship towards each other and their 
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opposition. It was a fantastic day and we can’t wait to do it 
again in Term Three. 

MERCY RUNS INTO THIRD 
  
Whilst cross country was done and dusted for another year for many 
children after our interhouse carnival, those students who placed in 
the top six were called upon to increase their training in preparation 
for last Friday’s annual Interschool Carnival held at Mawson Park in 
Hillarys. Running in the carnival wasn't just about one day, it is the 
build up of a long training and preparation process, and the  Mercy 
team spent many weeks doing just that. Our students and their 
families should be applauded for their efforts. On the day, our kids 
were amazing. They ran and ran, giving it everything they had. They 
were nervous, they competed and they relaxed and reflected on their 
experience. Each race had between 65 and 75 runners in the field, 
and it was so thrilling to see our singlets emerge from the trees, 
striding out around the course. Each year level had their stars and we 
were lucky enough to have five podium winners on the day in Hudson 
Moyle (Y3), Ty Mennell (Y4), Sienna Maltese and Ashley Scott (Y5) and 
Brianna Greene (Y6). The Year Four Girls (Ashlee Turner 4th, Aleah 
Meyer 5th, Georgia Burmej 6th, Ava Greene 8th, Yar Wade 9th and 
Alysha Mowtschan 17th) and the Year Five Girls (Sienna Maltese 2nd, 
Ashley Scott 3rd, Amia Hoareau 5th, Lara Koios 11th, Vivian Nguyen 
16th and Tina Dong 19th) absolutely dominated their respective 
categories, winning again this year. Our Year Three Girls (Lorraine 
Kiiyukia 9th, Madeleine Howard 11th, Jessica Jellis 17th, Alanna Huke 
18th and Sneha Biju 27th) in their first ever interschool carnival 
finished in an amazing 2nd place, unearthing another strong Mercy 
College year group in the years to come. Other impressive results 
were: Elysee Nzoyihera 10th - Y6, Alex Bulgaru 9th - Y5, James 
Bloomfield 11th - Y4, Joseph Borg 18th - Y4, Aaron Tesfagergis 17th - 
Y3 and Chace Faulkner 19th - Y3. I am always excited about this day 
because we get to see where we are at, compared to other ‘like’ 
schools. We have been entrenched in the mid section of ‘B’ Division 
for a few years, so our aim was to climb up the rankings this year. It is 
terrific for the kids to hear their school being called out. It gives them 
reward for their efforts and the confidence to know they are part of 
something special. We were thrilled with our 3rd place finish, an 
impressive result by a determined and talented group of little 
champions! At one stage with only two races to go, we were sitting in 
second position, just fourteen points behind the much larger JSR. 
However, results didn’t quite go our way in the final two races and we 
finished a creditable third. This result now has other schools sitting up 

and taking notice of Mercy College. I am always very proud of our 
students. We are going to keep aiming high and training hard 
because we have the ability to compete with the best. Why not? 
A big thank you to Mrs Howard for her help on the day and to Daniel 
Silla who generously gives up his time to help out with the kids. We 
now turn our attention to the State Championship Cross Country, 
where many of our runners (Y4-6) get to  do it all again. 

MERCY NINJA WARRIOR 
After introducing this obstacle course style event last year, we had to 
run with it again in 2017 due to the popularity from the kids - they 
loved it. And what great timing this year with the first ever Australian 
Ninja Warrior soon to be aired on TV (July 9). 
We began this term with a few changes. Our little ones from Year One 
to Three were all put through a ‘monkey bar’ challenge before 
progressing through to Round 2. Our Year Four to Six however, were 
put directly through to Round 2, yet their participation in Round 2 was 
optional. From there, ALL those in Round 2 were timed over a ‘mini’ 
course and the top 15 progressed through to the grand final………
The 2017 Mercy Ninja Warrior Final!!! 
And what a fantastic afternoon it was with the music, the microphone, 
the timer, the leaderboard and the thrill of some talented little 
gymnastic/parkour athletes. A couple of scratchings due to illness 
forced the field down to thirteen. Zoe Feld (Y6) kicked off 
proceedings, but fell on the third obstacle, whilst Jamie Bilaloski (Y5) 
was next up and blitzed the course in 1m 18s. Zoe wasn’t the only one 
to come unstuck as other finalists, Alysha Mowtschan (Y4), Taliyah 
Rossiter (Y3) and Micah McKenna (Y4) all made great starts, yet bowed 
out due to misplacing a foot and either slipping or falling. In the end, 
excitement hit fever pitch as Isaac Le (Y5) held a slender 2 second 
lead (1:02) over Damien Jallah (Y3, 1:04) with just one runner to go. It 
was then Jayden Leahy (Y6), after waiting patiently, finally had his turn 
and he did not put a foot wrong, smashing his way through the course 
in 59sec to claim the win and the title of 2017 Mercy Ninja Warrior. 
Congratulations also go to the remaining five finalists who were terrific 
in completing the course and were only seconds away from our top 
three; Amia Hoareau (Y5 - 1:16), Yasmin Pinto (Y3 - 1:23), Maddie 
Howard (Y3 - 1:26), Oliver Carr (Y3 - 1:07) and Maneet Sapra (Y3 - 
1:34).  Great sportsmanship and cheering by the crowd created an 
excellent atmosphere, and the the whole concept proved again to be 
a very worthwhile and exciting experience for all.


