
KWARA STATE INTERNAL  REVENUE SERVICE

25

TAXPRENEURSHIP

April 2017   Volume 3 Issue 17

he community is the basis and reason for 
introduction of  taxes by any form of  
government. The taxes imposed are sources 
of  revenue for the 
administration of  the 

community, be it the immediate 
(local) or distance (state or 
federal). The social contract 
between the people and the 
government establishes the fact 
that  the people within the 
community have surrendered 
their sovereignty to the state and 
they therefore contribute for the 
common administration of  the 
state.

B a s e d  o n  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e 
community deserves the best of  
governance from the government 
and it is this expectations that 
d e t e r m ine s  t he  con t i nued 
cooperation of  the people. In a 
situation where the people are not 
getting what they expect from the 
government,  their  level  of  
cooperation will be low. It is this 
understanding that informs our 
decision to use community service 
as an advocacy tool in our tax 
drive.

The community service to the 
people comes handy to convince 
the people of  the good intention 
of  the government and the fact that the government is 
ready, more than ever before, to utilize the funds 
generated through taxes collected to better the lives of  
the people. Today, the community service opens doors, 
as the people are willing to listen more and cooperate 
more based on the use of  community service as tax 
advocacy. 

At our own end, we have come to realize that what the 
people are asking from the government is not as much as 
what the government thinks the people want. The society 
in which we live requires some communal service in form 
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of  security, infrastructure (both social and economic). 
It is apparent that community service is critical to the 
success of  our revenue drive for the following reasons:

1. T he  peop le  have  been 
neglected for too long and are 
thus finding it difficult to 
trust the government

2. The government have not 
taken the interest of  the 
people as sacrosanct in the 
administration of  the affairs 
of  the people

3. The community have faced a 
long period of  neglect and 
lack that is making them lack 
believe in the government

4. The level of  poverty has been 
so predominant that most of  
the people have settled to 
their fate and concluded that 
nothing good can ever come 
from the government

5. T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e 
government, particularly in 
the rural communities, have 
not been felt, as the attention 
o f  g o v e r n a n c e  i s 
concentrated in the cities or 
urban areas

For the above reasons therefore, 
there is no better option for a tax 
administration saddled with the 
responsibility of  collection taxes 
from these same people to adopt a 
community oriented strategy to 

achieve the set goals and objectives.

Our use of  community service through the community 
impact programme of  the Service is thus a strategy that 
has not only worked to open the ears of  the people to 
our message, but also has given us a very reasonably 
high level of  acceptance by the populace.
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