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Big Idea —  Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of Heaven. To 
enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and flow out of an available 
vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and how anyone who desires it can be 
a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

• Week 1 — Thy Kingdom Come 
Our human nature does not naturally fit into the kingdom of Heaven; we must be transformed to 
live in His realm.

• Week 2 — Yesterday 
God poured out the Holy Ghost in a significant and powerful way on the Day of Pentecost (the 
initial outpouring) and in the early years of the twentieth century. This lesson highlights the 
characteristics of those groups of people and how they prayed and believed for God’s kingdom 
to come in their lives.  

• Week 3 — Today
If we have His Spirit flowing through us in prayer, His words being planted in us through Bible 
study, and His will replacing our will through fasting, others will see Him and His kingdom 
established wherever we are.

• Week 4 — Forever 
Aligning with the kingdom of God gives us an understanding of eternity and births a burden 
for the gospel. Through this understanding we can not only know God and experience Him for 
ourselves, but we can turn around act as God’s ambassadors to a lost world.
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LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students with 
biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are teaching. 
Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to apply 
the truth in their daily lives.

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect with 
the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the Bible 
with the students.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or more of 
the Arrive options.
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Series Big Idea
Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of 
Heaven. To enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and 
flow out of an available vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and 
how anyone who desires it can be a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Matthew 22:36–40

BOTTOM LINE
Aligning with the kingdom of God gives 
us an understanding of eternity and 
births a burden for the gospel. Through 
this understanding we can not only know 
God and experience Him for ourselves, 
but we can turn around act as God’s 
ambassadors to a lost world.
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Week 4 — Forever 
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Discussion   
Option 2 — Loving Our Neighbors   
Option 3 — Commitment Contest (Middle School Option)

A. First, His Kingdom in Us  
B. The Second Greatest Commandment 
C. Loving the Unlovable 

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. His Kingdom in Us Daily
B. His Kingdom through Us Daily
C. Willing to Give

Option 1 — Prayer 
Option 2 — Commitments

4. ARRIVE

—YOUTH
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LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.

©2019 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 36www.link247.org

—YOUTH

Option 1 — Discussion   
A. Ask the following questions:

1. How do we know His kingdom is established in us? 
2. What do we do with what He has done in us?
3. What does it mean to be an ambassador? 
4. What do you think it would be like to be an ambassador of our country and represent it 

in another nation?
5. How do you think that compares to who we are ambassadors of the kingdom of God?

B. Merriam-Webster defines ambassador as “a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to 
a foreign government or sovereign as the resident representative of his or her own government 
or sovereign or appointed for a special and often temporary diplomatic assignment.”

C. When we enter God’s kingdom, we are given the highest rank possible to humanity: sons 
and daughters of the King. 

D. As sons and daughters:
1. We represent our sovereign: Jesus. 
2. We are appointed for special assignments. 
3. We are sent into the world, a place that should be foreign to us, to be light in the darkness. 

E. Just like ambassadors for a country, as sons and daughters we carry with us the authority of 
the kingdom we serve.
1. God calls us to be His ambassadors to a world searching for answers. 
2. We are the faces they see when they begin to look. If they are going to get to the King, 

we must (like John the Baptist) work to prepare the way for them. 

Option 2 — Loving Our Neighbors  
A. Ask the class about a need they are aware of in the church. Perhaps it is a family facing a hard 

time such as sickness and financial stress, or maybe the church has a means of serving the 
community such as a food pantry.

B. Take time as a group to discuss the need and then brainstorm how the group could work 
together to meet the need. 

C. Create a plan to help with the need, whether working together at the end of today’s session or 
during a special time to meet.

D. Ask the group how helping with this need reflects our alignment with the kingdom of God. 
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Option 3 — Commitment Contest (Middle School Option)
A. Ask for two volunteers to take part in a simple contest.
B. Have the volunteers face one another and instruct them that they are about to participate in a 

staring contest. The person who can stare at the other without blinking or looking away wins.
C. Make the contest fun and light-hearted and thank both volunteers for participating.
D. After volunteers return to their seats, talk about how spiritual commitment is more than a short 

game like what we’ve just seen. Committing to the kingdom of God is a decision that guides all 
of our lives forever. While the staring contest took determination for a few seconds, choosing to 
forever pursue God’s kingdom means consecrating every part of our lives to serve God and others.
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. First, His Kingdom in Us 
1. The first and greatest commandment is to love God with everything we have (Matthew 22:36). 

a. Loving Him means building a relationship with Him.
b. Loving Him means obeying Him. 
c. Loving Him means allowing His kingdom to come in us. 

2. The previous lesson focused on the necessity to seek God, build a relationship with Him, and 
prepare the way for His kingdom to come in us each day. This is important to establish first in 
our lives because:
a. His kingdom in us positions us to hear from Him and receive healing, strength, wisdom, 

and understanding. 
b. His kingdom in us prepares us for what spiritual battles lie head. 
c. His kingdom in us establishes His principles, laws, and desires and settles it all in us for 

the days when life and spiritual opposition come to shake and tear them down. 
3. Read Hebrews 12:25–29. When we listen, accept and obey Him, we allow for things to be built 

in us that cannot be shaken. That will remain when everything else on earth has been tried. 
a. The kingdom of God is firm, stable, and cannot be shaken. Therefore, if His kingdom is in 

us, we will be firm, stable, and not shaken. 
b. Once that is established, we turn the kingdom, that is in us, outward through service and 

worship.

B. The Second Greatest Commandment
1. Read Matthew 22:36–40.  
2. Jesus made a point to prioritize these commandments. Loving God is first and foremost. 

Nothing else can substitute. Many reasons explain this:
a. God is jealous and will not accept anything but to be at the top of your list one of priorities. 
b. He is the only doorway into the kingdom; nothing else can get us there (John 10:9). 
c. He is the only being, spiritual or physical, who knows all, sees all, understands all, and 

has all power (Revelation 1:8). Therefore, a relationship with Him is the only way to find 
peace, strength, and supernatural help. 

d. Finally, it is impossible to truly love people (as is the second greatest commandment) 
without first loving God and allowing Him to love you in return. 

3. Second, we must love others.
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a. What do you think “neighbor” means in this passage?
b. Who is your neighbor?
c. Besides just someone who lives next to us, the point is that we should love and care for 

others.
4. Jesus did not get into specifics about what it meant to love your neighbor, other than 

indicating it should be as we love ourselves as mentioned in the above passage. Yet, he did 
specify how we should love our enemies in Matthew 5:44. 
a. Love them, bless them, do good to them, and pray for them. 
b. If that is how we are to treat enemies, it would be safe to assume our neighbors receive 

that treatment and more. 
c. Jesus said that it is understandable to love someone who is good to you or who gives you 

something (Matthew 5:45–48). Yet, He challenges us to love when we are not getting 
anything in return. He goes even further when He says to love those who willfully hurt us. 
How is that possible? 

C. Loving the Unlovable
1. Our world is full of unlovable and undesirable people. As children of God, having His 

kingdom come in us is not for our benefit alone. It is the only way for us to have the capacity 
to love the way we should. 
a. Jesus ended the mandate of loving our enemies in Matthew 5 by connecting it to being 

like Him. His love to us on the cross was the ultimate example of love that is given amid 
rejection. He loves no matter how we respond. He loves even when we do not give Him love. 

b. That is unconditional love. It is a love that He calls us to give to others, knowing we do not 
have the ability in ourselves alone. He knows it requires His kingdom to be established in 
us first. 

2. His kingdom in us first sets us up to be an ambassador and a witness for Him (II Corinthians 
5:20; Acts 1:8). We are to represent Him to others and tell them about His kingdom.
a. We are to love like Him.
b. We are to serve like Him.
c. We are to sacrifice like Him.
d. We are to forgive like Him.

3. Read I Corinthians 13:4–8. 
4. According to I Corinthians 13:4–8, love is longsuffering, kind, does not envy, is not proud, does 

not misbehave, is not selfish, is not easily angered, thinks no evil, rejoices not in wrong, rejoices 
in the truth, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. 
a. Think about it. How can we do that in our own humanity? 
b. We cannot. It is only through the empowerment of His kingdom in us that we can give 

that kind of love to a world that is desperately seeking it. 
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3
INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. His Kingdom in Us Daily 
1. Our daily consecration, sacrifice, and time spent with God establishes our connection to 

Him each day and positions us as ambassadors of His kingdom. We have what we need to 
be light in a dark world (Matthew 5:14). 
a. Our testimony is a tool.
b. Our experiences help us to connect to others.
c. Our walk with God creates in us willingness to reach out.
d. Our Holy Spirit experience equips and empowers us to interact with the spiritual and 

work effectively in ministering to others.
2. It causes us to look in the mirror and evaluate our thoughts, speech, and action. If we have a 

healthy, godly view of ourselves, only then do we have the capacity to love and give to others.

B. His Kingdom through Us Daily
1. By establishing His kingdom in us, God empowers us to go into our world and be conduits 

for His kingdom everywhere we go. 
a. In our home – we can pray for our families, support them, and speak kindness to them. 
b. In our school – we can shine the light of God brightly through holiness (both in our 

dress and conduct), share what Jesus has done in us and wants to do for others, and 
apply ourselves as a student to reflect God’s blessings and favor. 

c. In our church – we can be faithful, pray, give, serve, and worship every service. This 
commitment invites His presence to move and blesses the entire church.  

d. In our daily lives – every restaurant, store, or other public place we go, presents 
opportunities to make connections and be the one God uses to bring someone else into 
His kingdom. 

2. Our close relationships are often the ones tested the most. Jesus had to often extend 
unconditional love to his disciples, the ones who were closer to Him than anyone else 
during His time on earth. His kingdom working through us also means:
a. Grace and forgiveness 
b. Integrity and honesty 
c. Discretion and empathy
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C. Willing to Give
1. Ultimately, for His kingdom being established in us and on the earth, we should be willing to 

give Him everything and to trust Him no matter what. 
a. What are you willing to give up for Him?
b. What are you looking to accomplish through relationship with God?
c. We need to think hard about what our purpose is and how we can effectively work for the 

kingdom that is coming, even now.
2. It’s saying “God, I’m here. I’m willing, and I will commit to staying with you to the end. 

Regardless of how I feel, what I see, or what my circumstances are, I am willing to be yours.” 
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer 
A. Pray for the group to be willing to surrender all to God and invite His kingdom into their lives. 
B. Pray for God’s kingdom and will to come into the room. Invite His glory in to do a work in their 

hearts. 

Option 2 — Commitments 
A.  Help the group understand how important it is to make commitments. Commitments keep us 

accountable. By making a commitment to God in a single moment, we will be more successful in 
living up to that commitment. 

B. Lead them in making a sincere commitment to God. Pray out loud to help them know what this 
sounds like. 


