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The Path to HLPF 2019: from ambition to results for SDG16+ 

Key Points: 

▪ In July 2019, SDG16 will be reviewed at ministerial level. Leaders will conduct the first four-yearly review 

of all 17 SDGs in September. 

▪ The High-level Political Forums are an opportunity to showcase success and solutions in implementing 

SDG16+ and to make commitments to demonstrate results by the end of a second four-year cycle in 

2023. 

▪ To seize this opportunity, a growing coalition of champions for SDG16+ will unite behind four objectives: 

demonstrate progress and results; mobilize actions to accelerate implementation; build the movement 

for peaceful, just and inclusive societies; and consolidate links to all 17 SDGs. 

▪ This challenge paper sets out actions for each of these objectives. 

▪ Priorities include maximizing the number of countries with strong reporting on SDG16+, launching a 

registry of voluntary national commitments, developing an advocacy and communications strategy that 

draws on the strengths of multiple partners, including those at the local level, and working closely with 

partners from other sectors as they prepare for 2019. The option of a ‘commitments conference’ in 

2020 is also suggested. 

▪ The initial draft of this paper was discussed at a meeting of interested stakeholders in February 2018 

and a subsequent retreat in June. Feedback was used to produce a revised version. 

▪ The 2018 HLPF will kickstart intensive preparations for 2019, as the SDG16+ coalition unites to ‘stand up 

for SDG16+’.  

Introduction 

In July 2019, the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) will focus on ‘empowering 

people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality’ and review, amongst other goals, SDG16 (peaceful, just, 

and inclusive societies) and SDG10 (reduce inequality).* 

In September 2019, the HLPF will be convened for the first time under the auspices of the General 

Assembly. At this quadrennial summit on the 2030 Agenda, heads of state and government will “provide 

high-level political guidance on the Agenda and its implementation, identify progress and emerging 

challenges and mobilize further actions to accelerate implementation.”  

The HLPFs in 2019 provide an opportunity to showcase success and solutions in implementing the SDG 

targets for peaceful, just and inclusive societies (SDG16+), and to make commitments to demonstrate 

results by the end of a second four-year cycle in 2023.  

To build on the momentum created in 2019, a ‘commitments conference’ could be held in 2020. This would 

provide an opportunity for governments and other partners from all sectors to make further 

implementation and financial commitments. 

                                                           
* Also: SDGs 4 (education), 8 (inclusive growth) and 13 (climate change). 
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To deliver this outcome, all stakeholders must: 

▪ Demonstrate progress and results. Report progress over the first four years of the 2030 Agenda, 

recognizing successes at national and local levels, identifying the processes by which progress has been 

achieved, and shining a spotlight on models that others may want to adapt to their respective contexts. 

▪ Mobilize actions to accelerate implementation. Make commitments to implement and finance policies 

and programs at the scale needed to deliver and demonstrate measurable progress across the SDG16+ 

targets by 2023. 

▪ Build the movement for peaceful, just and inclusive societies. Bring together governments, civil 

society, UN entities, international organizations, the private sector, and other partners to celebrate their 

successes and commitments. Simultaneously build out effective communication for increased inclusion 

and engagement on SDG 16+, particularly at the local level, and highlighting young people’s role as 

critical agents of change.  

▪ Consolidate links to all 17 SDGs. Given that “there can be no sustainable development without peace 

and no peace without sustainable development,” build closer partnerships with those working on other 

SDGs and strengthening links to other international commitments.* 

This challenge paper builds on an initial discussion in February 2018 amongst a group of interested Member 

States, UN entities, civil society and others, to identify priority actions to prepare for the 2019 HLPFs. It was 

refined at a workshop for SDG16+ partners in June. 

The paper has been prepared by the Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies, the Global 

Alliance for Reporting Progress on Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies, and the 16+ Forum. These 

member-state led partnerships are working together for the success of SDG16+ and are committed to 

providing a platform for actors from all sectors to maximize impact in 2019 and beyond. 

The three partnerships will work to develop a workplan for their joint efforts in 2018 and 2019. 

Outline Plan 

This paper suggests actions for this growing and inclusive SDG16+ coalition to take to maximize impact at 

the HLPFs in 2019. We will continue to develop it based on the suggested contributions of stakeholders.  

Objective 1: Demonstrate progress and results 

Report progress, over the first four years of the 2030 Agenda, recognizing successes at national and local 

levels, identifying the processes by which progress has been achieved, and shining a spotlight on models 

that others may want to adapt to their respective contexts. 

▪ Maximize the number of countries delivering quality reports on SDG 16 at HLPF 2019 by offering 

political and technical support:  

- Coordinate Member State advocacy to encourage countries to ‘sign up’ to report in 2019. 

- Offer Member States tools for reporting (reporting template; revised report on role of business data 

in national reporting; repository of reporting resources).  

- Support three regional and three global meetings organized by DESA. 

                                                           
* For example, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights treaties and the 
Sustaining Peace resolutions. 
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- Conduct a review of the quantity and quality of national reporting on SDG16+ in the 2018 and 2019 

VNRs. 

- Publicize the work of the Praia Group on Governance Statistics.1  

- Conduct three regional workshops for countries to develop multi-stakeholder plans for how they will 

report on SDG16+.   

▪ Support models of inclusive, evidence-based national reporting processes in at least three countries:  

- Use the Roadmap on Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies to help national partners understand, 

explore and capture the full range of national innovation and emerging practice at all levels2. 

- Use the Global Alliance network to provide Member States with coherent support to achieve 

measurable progress of SDG16+ targets and indicators, drawing on their expertise, tools, technology, 

and data. 

▪ Support use of corporate data in national reporting processes:  

- Research to explore options for safe and effective transfer of business data for reporting purposes 

and advocate with businesses to share their data. 

- Link businesses and national authorities, contributing to a shift in corporate willingness to share 

relevant data on SDG 16, with appropriate safeguards, and national authorities’ willingness to 

engage business as a partner in building an evidence-base for action on SDG 16. 

▪ Support preparation of the SDG 16 thematic review:  

- Unite the UN and wider international system to produce a ‘stories from the field’ report which 

showcases SDG16+ in action and documents innovative models and national practices; promoting 

awareness of what SDG 16 is, and why it matters. 

- Convene innovators at the 16+ Forum’s annual showcase to strengthen cooperation and learning 

between all countries and stakeholders. 

Objective 2: Mobilize actions to accelerate implementation  

Make commitments to implement and finance policies and programs at the scale needed to deliver and 

demonstrate measurable progress across the SDG16+ targets by 2023. 

▪ Maximize the number of actionable and achievable commitments to implement SDG16+ in line with the 

2030 Agenda’s call for “practicable ambitious national responses” to implementation: 

- Work directly with existing and potential Pathfinder countries to strengthen commitments as part of 

nationally owned sustainable development strategies. 

- Use the Global Alliance’s support for reporting as a platform for new commitments, building its 

national, regional and global workshops. 

- Use the 16+ Forum Annual Showcase in 2018 and 2019 to highlight solutions, successes and 

challenges, and to strengthen commitments to build on what works and take it to scale. 

- Build on the work of the United Nations system and other international organizations to support 

Member States in the implementation of SDG16+. 

- Work with SDG16+ ‘delivery’ partnerships and networks as they support countries prepared to scale 

up implementation of one or more dimensions of SDG16+. 
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- Harness ongoing initiatives such as the Task Force on Justice, which are working with countries to 

prepare commitments for the HLPF. 

- Explore commitments with major businesses and private sector networks, working with existing 

platforms such as the Global Compact and through the Global Alliance’s private sector partners.  

- Convene major civil society networks to explore commitments from NGOs, CSOs, faith groups and 

other civil society partners. 

- Mobilize funders and philanthropists, providing a platform for them to align strategies for meeting 

the SDG16+ funding gap and to explore financing commitments for HLPF 2019, while strengthening 

the ‘case for investment’ in SDG16+. 

▪ Advocate for increased commitments to SDG16+ at global and regional levels: 

- Explore the potential for highlighting voluntary national commitments for SDG16+ through the 

Partnerships for the SDGs online platform (the United Nations’ global registry of voluntary 

commitments and multi-stakeholder partnerships),3 building on examples from other sectors (e.g. 

oceans,4 energy,5 or women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health6). 

- Map existing advocacy priorities for those working on SDG16+ targets (e.g. the #JusticeForAll 

campaign,7 the UNICEF #ENDViolence campaign and other campaigns to end violence against 

children,8 various campaigns to reduce illicit financial flows out of developing countries9). 

- Learn from successful advocacy campaigns supporting other SDGs (e.g. plastics for oceans – SDG14;10 

the 16 Days of Activisms against Gender-Based Violence – SDG5;11 or for the UN Decade of Action on 

Nutrition – SDG2).12 

- Identify global ‘asks’ that will inspire partners to stand up for peace, justice and inclusion in the run 

up to the 2019 HLPF. 

▪ Build a platform for partners to ‘stand up for SDG16+’: 

- Build a network of global and regional champions who will ask partners from all sectors to stand up 

for SDG16+ in the run up the HLPF in 2019. 

- Take the ‘stand up for SDG16+’ message to a series of global and regional events in 2018 and 2019. 

- At the ministerial HLPF in July 2019, hold a ministerial meeting where countries and other partners 

can explore commitments to SDG16+. 

- At the head of state/government HLPF in September 2019, hold a high-level meeting that will 

mobilize further actions to accelerate implementation of SDG16+.* 

                                                           
* As models: the launch of the Global Strategy for Women's, Children's and Adolescents' Health where the SG hailed commitments 
from 40 countries and 100 organizations; the launch of 1,400 commitments at the Oceans Conference; the $110 billion in 
commitments from 50 developing countries and $2.3 billion in donor commitments announced at the Global Partnership for 
Education Financing Conference hosted by the Presidents of Senegal and France. 
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Objective 3: Build the movement for peaceful, just and inclusive societies  

Bring together governments, civil society, international organizations, the UN, private sector actors and 

other partners to celebrate their successes and commitments, while highlighting the role of children and 

young people as critical agents of change, especially at the local level. 

▪ Promote broad participation in the movement for SDG16+ and increase coordination between a diverse 

set of stakeholders and partners at all levels: 

- Map networks that have capacity to mobilize civil society and grassroots actors* especially those that 

are active in countries and communities most at risk of being left behind, or those that amplify the 

voices of young people or other disadvantaged groups. 

- Explore with these networks options for increasing the diversity of those who contribute to the 

success of the HLPFs in 2019, including funding for those who would not otherwise be able to make a 

meaningful contribution. 

- Promote the role of private sector networks and major businesses in the implementation of SDG16+ 

at events such as the SDG Business Forum in 2019, and through platforms such as the Global 

Compact’s upcoming Action Platform for Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. 

▪ Strengthen communications around SDG16+ to be more sensitive to context, audience and language: 

- Convene stakeholders to develop a communication strategy for the HLPFs in 2019, drawing on the 

strengths of all partners with communication capacity to develop campaigning messages and ‘asks’. 

- Support awareness raising campaigns through national and sub-national networks, including youth 

networks to better communicate SDG 16+, including by altering the language to be more accessible 

and by better harnessing technology, social media and traditional media. 

- Train grassroots civil society actors to mobilize behind campaigning messages and ‘asks’. 

- Publish and update a shared calendar of events, major reports and other opportunities for advocacy, 

communications and movement-building, and build on shared online spaces for partners as they 

prepare for the HLPFs and for a potential ‘commitments conference’ in 2020.† 

▪ Increase participation in the HLPFs in 2019: 

- Encourage governments to increase the number of consultations held at national level on SDG16 

leading up to the 2019 HLPF in July. 

- Coordinate multi-stakeholder partners that are planning activities at the HLPFs, including those 

focused on shadow reporting, maximizing collective impact as part of a ‘movement for peaceful, just 

and inclusive societies’.  

- Convene SDG16+ partnerships and networks ahead of the HLPFs, both informally (through a regular 

conference call) and formally (at events such as the 2019 Partnership Forum). 

▪ Bring together all SDG16+ partners at the 16+ Forum Annual Showcase, including those with a focus on 

SDG16+ and its links to Sustaining Peace. 

                                                           
 
† The SDG Resource Centre, the UNDP SDG16 Portal, sdg16.plus, and others. 
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Objective 4: Consolidate links to all 17 SDGs  

Given that “there can be no sustainable development without peace and no peace without sustainable 

development,” build closer partnerships with those working on other SDGs and strengthening links to other 

international commitments. 

▪ Highlight areas where successful delivery of SDG16+ creates conditions for the success of other SDGs, or 

where multi-sectoral mobilization is needed to build peace, justice, and inclusion. 

▪ Explore the potential for an event at the HLPF in 2019 that will strengthen partnerships and build on 

existing positive interlinkages.* 

▪ Strengthen links with partners working to realize human rights, and to sustain peace and prevent 

conflict and other humanitarian emergencies. 

▪ Develop partnerships with other sectors and actors as they prepare for 2019 (for example, by 

contributing to the regular United Nations Foundation coordination call on the SDGs). 

▪ Combat myths where they inhibit engagement by all countries and sectors in delivering SDG16+. 

                                                           
* For example, on tackling urban violence to link SDG11 and SDG16, or inclusive institutions for resource management 
to link SDG6/SDG7/SDG12/SDG15 and SDG16 
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