
ALLEY GRACE 

“Many are the plans in a person’s 

heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 

that prevails.” - Proverbs 19:21 

 

I thank and praise God for He alone 

satisfies my soul. He gives wisdom 

and direction in just the right time. 

I thank you so much for your contin-

ued partnership in prayer and finan-

cial support. You are a blessing in 

so many ways and many people 

have been blessed because of your 

love and partnership to the work. 

Originally, the missions trip was 

planned through the initiation of 

UP Diliman team (Kuya Jaime –

director, Hannah—YDF, & 

Gerard—Pastoral study stu-

dent) 

I was an answered prayer to 

Hannah because it can’t be 

called a team if there were only 

two people involved.  

I, Hannah, and Gerard went to 

Cambodia for the whole dura-

tion of exposure while Althea 

joined us at the remaining of 

last week. 

From left to right: Gerard, Hannah, Me and Althea 

The Greatness of God 

When I gaze on the beauty of the Lord, all I could utter is “Thank you, 

Lord.” His greatness surpasses all understanding that none of His cre-

ations could understand.  

When He closed the door for me going to US for GSP, I couldn’t un-

derstand why did He allow me to apply and spend quite big amount of 

money for visa.  And so, I wondered and asked Him what He wants 

me to do instead of GSP. There’s also a possibility that maybe God did 

not want me to go to the US for more than two months because there 

might something happen to my family that I needed to stay in my coun-

try.  Then His answer came in: He wants me to be equipped and ex-

posed for missions in Cambodia for just nineteen days instead off GSP 

in the US.  

When I returned to my ministry assignment, my sister told me to come 

home because my mother was sick and needed to get to the hospital. I 

took care of my mother for more than a week until she was in good 

health. And with what happened, now I understand why God did not 

send me to the US. 
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God, Gospel, & Missionaries 

There were so many things that I have learned during the short term mission trips in Cambodia and I will summarize it into 

three parts: Firstly, how the sovereignty and love of God are displayed in the country. Secondly, how the Gospel find its way 

to  the people. And lastly, how the missionaries persevere in their calling. 

How the sovereignty and love of God are displayed: The country’s religions are Buddhism and Hinduism, but despite 

of it, God did not destroy the country because of His love. During my time there, I was really hurt observing people worship-

ping Buddha in Pagodas. The people were kneeling in worship and prayer, litting incense, offering foods and flowers to Bud-

dha who can’t save them. Aside from the Pagodas, the Hindu - Angkor Wat Temple also brought so many realizations to me. 

People were so amazed and so am I how different compartments of the Angkor Wat were built, but the beauty of the temple 

drags away the Christians from doing their purposes —to pray for the people and to command the spirits that’s been living in 

the temple to depart the place. I was so very prayerful that me and my team members will not be swayed, affected, and 

harmed by the spirits inside the temple.  And while I observed those things, I cried and asked God to destroy the temples 

where the people worship. But then, God reminded me of His love and sovereignty. He is just so patient to everyone to come 

to Him. So, my heart’s attitude at that time was changed. I just then prayed that the people there will come to realize of what 

they are doing, whom they are worshipping, and that they will come to acknowledge Jesus Christ as the One and only true 

God who is worthy to be worshipped.  

How the Gospel find its way to the people: One of my happiest exper ience dur ing the tr ip was at the Kampung Cham 

with Ate Papeng’s (Navigators missionary before but an independent missionary now) freshmen college students. We stayed 

their for three days and spent two days for mission work to pre-school, high school and college students of CFL and CSUK. 

We had a gathering (including eating of their local food Banh hy) with the freshmen college students of CSUK on our last 

day. After eating, only three students stayed with us for some of their classmates had other classes  to attend to. So, we took 

the opportunity to share with them the parable of the prodigal son. And while explaining to them the meaning of each charac-

ter in the story, four more of their classmates joined us in the room. Since they were late and cannot cope up with what we 

were discussing, I told the earlier students to retell the story in English (for it was supposedly their English class) to their 

classmates. And yes, they retold the story but their four classmates could not understand since their English skills were lim-

ited compared to the three. Then again, I told the earlier students to retell the story in their own language—Khmer. One of the 

hindrances in spreading the gospel to people is language. It is easy to share the gospel if they have a common language, but 

despite of the barrier, the gospel has been penetrating in the country because there are a lot of missionaries anywhere to both 

cities and provinces. Actually, one of the students told us that she already heard the Gospel from a missionary who stayed in 

their house. And also, during our flight from Phnom Penh to KL, I got curious to the hair covering symbol of  my seatmate in 

the plane that I asked her the meaning of it. She explained that she is a Canadian and a Christian. Then I further asked what 

she was doing in Phnom Penh, she told me that she was doing a missionary work together with a team and they have been in 

the country for six months already. They just needed to exit the country for a week to give way to the election and be back to 

continue the mission. I was happy hearing those things from my seatmate and was overjoyed when I surveyed the plane and 

saw many more women who wore those hair covering! 

How the missionaries persevere in their calling: I have witnessed some missionar ies’ lives, but was never  been able ex-

perience it in the foreign field. Thankfully, through the short term missions I was able to witness it. Missionary is a lonely yet 

fulfilling calling a person can have. A missionary needs to have a clear understanding of what God wants him/her do in the 

field so that he/she will not be swayed or side tracked of the world’s offer, but rather live in perseverance and really ran the 

race that God marks out. There are many gods in Cambodia and money has its way on the top. Money means life and power 

in the country. A missionary then really need to persevere not to put money as god and live out the purpose and calling why 

he/she is in the country. I was reminded of this verse “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” –( Matthew 6:24) as 

guidance in serving whether in the local or in the foreign country.  



Phnom Penh Kampung Cham Province 

Siem Reap Preah Sihanouk Province 

To the Only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and au-

thority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 

and forevermore! Amen.—Jude 25 


