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INTRODUCTION 

 

One of the big questions that divide people on their view of the church is this one: is the 

church an organization or an organism?  Those who answer organization point to its defined 

leadership structure, its rules for worship and discipline and it doctrinal statements.  Those 

who answer organism point to the church as a network of relationships and a community, a 

family driven by love not law.  Spontaneity versus programs and relationships versus rules, 

these divisions spring from this dichotomy.  The trouble is that this is a false dichotomy, the 

church is both organization and organism.  Today we are facing many casualties of this false 

dichotomy those who want to opt out of dead organizations for a live organism, this is part 

of what is driving the Emergent Church movement that stresses community at the expense 

of church.  We are not to choose one side or the other, so that old people go for 

organization and young people go for organism.  No they are both commanded in Scripture.  

God has given the gifts of elders and deacons to properly order the life of the church, as 

well as our responsibilities to love one another.  God is both the God of love and law and 

defines our existence by both.  Rob Bell, a well-known Emergent Church leader has recently 

opted out of church for a ‘quasi-intentional spiritual community.’  He is just another casualty 

of this false dichotomy.   

 

We are presently looking into the responsibilities of church members, and in doing so we are 

looking to maintain the health of the life of the church as an organism.  I hope that as we 

have a healthy organization and organism there will not be those who feel that we have 

chosen one view over the other and feel the need to compensate and leave.  Today we will 

be looking at all the one anothering verses of the NT to flesh out still better the nature of 

our community life together.  You will have heard us emphasize things like eldership, 

discipline, the regulative principle for worship, confessions of faith and our constitution, 

today I hope you hear that we also speak about the equal importance of community and are 

not choosing one over the other.   

 

There have been many who have done a study on all the one another and each other verses 

of the NT, and there are many ways to arrange them.  For our purposes today I have 

arranged all the verses under three heads that what the one anothering verses are about.  

They are family love, unity maintenance, and holistic service.   

 

Family love 

 

 



The NT emphasizes the distinct nature of Christian love as a family love, 1 Peter 1:22, 

‘Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love 

one another earnestly from a pure heart.’  Peter urges us to a sincere and pure brotherly 

love.  We use the term ‘brother’ in a very loose sense reducing it to a slang term for friend.  

However, it is a word that came from the way the Israelites addressed each other in 

recognition of their joint fatherhood in Abraham.  Jesus would have injected it with new 

meaning when He referred to only those who do the will of the Father as His brothers, and 

when He appeared to His disciples saying, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.’  We see the church as the household of God, those who have been 

born of God and adopted.  We now bear a relationship towards each other that is more 

fundamental than any human family.  We are bonded by the Spirit not merely by blood, we 

are bonded to each other through our union with Christ and we are bonded eternally.  Let 

this familial reality cast its hue over all the love commandments and one anothering we are 

to do.  We are not to view our service as a form of community service where it is 

punishment but the pitching in of the family into the household chores.  The relationships 

we cultivate are not the safe, polite but distant engagements of a stranger’s birthday party 

but the intimate and messy relationships of a family. 

 

The attitude that sustains this family love is humility.  The only way we can sustain such a 

love for one another is if we are humble and have a servant like attitude.  This is why Christ 

commands us to wash one another’s feet, John 13:14, ‘If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.’  Literal foot washing is 

not what is prescribed here but a life lived as a servant for others.  The extent of this family 

love is demarcated by Christ’s example, we are to love to the same extent and manner as 

Christ, John 13:34-5, ‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 

I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you 

are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  This family love is not to be one way 

but is to be reciprocal as Paul tells us in Romans 13:8, ‘Owe no one anything, except to love 

each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.’  Let me stress this reciprocal 

aspect.  There are many who have come to the church and demanded love, they have 

demanded that their needs be met.  They treat the church like the government they voted 

into power who owes them.  This verse reminds us that we are givers not merely takers, 

that love is to be towards one another, back and forth, not just one way.  

 

The early church showed this family love manifestly in family affection with the holy kiss, 

Peter calls it the kiss of love 1 Peter 5:14, and lest it be misunderstood Paul calls it the holy 

kiss in Rom. 16:16, 1 Cor. 16:20, 2 Cor. 13:12.  We do not have to slavishly follow this 

cultural manifestation of love but our love should evident in our eyes, our smiles, and our 

warm handshakes.  One of the last churches I pastored had this as a formal part of their 

worship, where they opened their service by greeting one another in the Lord.  It made a 

real impression on first time visitors.  We are not only to manifest this love in our greetings 

but in sustained good works towards one another, 1 Thess. 5:15, ‘See that no one repays 

anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone.’  We are to 

pray that God would grow our family love in an increasing fashion, 1 Thess. 3:12, ‘and may 



the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for 

you.’  

 

So we are to love as family, and to do this humbly, in a Christlike fashion, reciprocally as 

well as manifestly in greetings and good works, depending upon God in prayer to multiply 

our love. 

 

Unity maintenance 

 

Another part of the one another verses speak to the issue of our unity.  We see this unity 

described, Romans 12:16, ‘Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.’  Harmony is not when we sing 

one note, but two notes that sound good together.  It is a picture of unity and diversity 

living together.  To the Corinthian church that were given to factions and man-following 

Pauls calls them to agree and be one in mind, 1 Cor. 1:10, ‘I appeal to you, brothers, by the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among 

you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.’  2 Cor. 13:11, 

‘Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, 

live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.’  This does not mean that we 

all leave our minds at the door and believe whatever we are told, but that we all be 

deliberate and strive to unite in the truth of God’s word not man’s opinion.   

 

In order for unity to be maintained there will have to be certain attitude adjustments.  

1Peter 5:5, ‘Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all 

of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble."’  Paul gives some substance to this thought in Phil. 2:3, ‘Do nothing from rivalry or 

conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.’  Again he says. 

Romans 12:10, ‘Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing 

honor.’  Put everyone else and not yourself forward!  Ephesians 5:21, ‘submitting to one 

another out of reverence for Christ.’  Here is the ultimate challenge for our generation.  

Submit yourself to each other.  One author I have been reading speaks not about joining a 

church but submitting to a church, not in the sense that you sign away your mind and will, 

but in the sense that come into that accountability to one another that God has given to 

regulate our community.  It implies that you come with no conditions but accept all the 

privileges and responsibilities that are outlined in the bible for what the church should be.  

You can’t take part of it and not all of it.  Unity is also maintained by exercising tolerance, 

not tolerance for sin or heresy but tolerance of one another’s foibles, weaknesses and 

failings, Romans 15:7, ‘Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God.’  Ephesians 4:2-3, ‘With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 

with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’  

 

Any machine needs oil to minimize the heat and allow for the machine to run smoothly, 

there are various oils for the maintenance of our unity, Eph. 4:32, ‘Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.’  Col. 3:12-14, ‘Put on 

then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 



meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.’  Then 

of course there are all sorts of pollutants and abrasive materials which kill the smooth 

running of any machine, there are various things we are told not to do to one another.  

Romans 14:13, ‘Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather 

decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.’  There are all 

sorts of reasons for not judging but let me offer just one.  I remember being a part of a 

group where one individual was belligerent, irritating, inappropriate and incapable of reading 

social cues.  You could sense that the others in the group were very annoyed.  One day I 

had the opportunity of sharing that this individual has brain injury, and immediately the 

demeanour of the person changed.  He had judged in ignorance.  You just don’t know what 

is going on in a person’s life so don’t rush to judgements.  Galatians 5:26, ‘Let us not 

become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.’  Provocation is usually a 

revenge tactic of annoying someone to anger as they have annoyed you.  Envying someone 

else is not only the jealous desire to have what they have but the spiteful desire that they 

lose it.  James 5:9, ‘Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 

judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.’  Constant complaining about others.  

Paul warns in Gal. 5:15, ‘But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not 

consumed by one another.’  Eph. 4:31, ‘Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor 

and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.’  1 Cor. 4:6, ‘I have applied all 

these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not 

to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against 

another.’  So which are you?  Are you a lubricant or an irritant?   

 

Holistic service 

 

Being part of a church means being a servant, Gal. 5:13, ‘ For you were called to freedom, 

brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 

serve one another.’  We are to serve one another’s needs, physical, emotional and spiritual; 

whatever the burden we are to help carry it, Gal. 6:2, ‘Bear one another's burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ.’  This is not a perfunctory task but done from the heart because we 

care for each other, it is also done for all without favouritism, 1 Cor. 12:25, ‘that there may 

be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.’ 

 

We are to serve one another’s spiritual needs by teaching each other, Romans 15:14, ‘I 

myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 

with all knowledge and able to instruct one another.’  Col. 3:16a, ‘Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom.’  We are to 

encourage and stir each other up to good deeds, Heb. 10:24-25, ‘And let us consider how to 

stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 

near.’  1 Thess. 5:11, ‘Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as 

you are doing,’ (1 Thess. 4:18).  We instruct and encourage each other in singing, Eph. 



5:19, ‘addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 

melody to the Lord with your heart,’ (Col. 3:16).   

 

Paul calls upon us to serve one another emotionally by weeping with those who weep and 

rejoicing with those who rejoice.  We see the early church serving each other so that there 

was not one needy person in their midst.  They sold their possessions to provide for those 

with nothing if necessary.  But another way to serve one another is with our homes and 

hospitality, 1 Peter 4:9, ‘Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.’  Or using our 

spiritual gifts, 1 Peter 4:10-11, ‘As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 

good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of 

God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies---in order that in 

everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen.’   

 

How are we doing?  How are you doing?  There are so many things that we have spoken 

about, I would like to challenge each one of us to think about what we have said today as 

we have looked at the one anothering verses.  I want you to think about the church as a 

family, as unified and as serving one another.  Think about where the Lord has convicted 

you by His word, those areas where you have been slacking, absent, sinning or ignorant?  

Out of these three areas where are you strongest or weakest?  Do you see the church as a 

family and see a radical love and commitment as natural or not?  Do you contribute 

constructively to the unity of the church or burden it?  Do you use your gifts to serve the 

church, are you serving the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of others?  If we will do 

these things we will alleviate the apparent difference between organization and organism, 

religion and relationships.  We will be healthier and a better witness for the glory of God.    

            

           


