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 Peter Ward at the Eureka, at 
Tucker Creek, 2007

 Peter is a researcher of this area’s 
mining heritage, and compiler of 
these notes. His notes on the reef 
mining history of the Wentworth are 
also available as a companion to 
these more general notes.

 Gavin Keating, at the mouth of 
the Palmerston ‘lower adit’ 
(Grant), 2007

 Gavin has taken most of the fine 
photographs in these booklets, as 
well as having done early research, 
and organising all our field trips.  

    Peter                                  Gavin                                     Fred

 The bush fires that swept Victoria’s High Country in the Summer of 2006-7 exposed 
large areas of our mining and cultural heritage, giving opportunity to map and 
photograph many artifacts of our history that had not been visible for generations.
  It was a brief window of opportunity, and one that closed quickly. The bush, lacking 
overstory, quickly regenerated with a forest floor thicker with scrub than before, and 
once again our history was hidden.

 During that brief window, Peter, Gavin and Fred walked many of these areas, recording 
and photographing.

A very brief

Fred Sargent,  at Union Spur 
(Grant), 2007

 Fred has visited, mapped and 
researched over five thousand 
mines in Victoria’s North East, 
Upper Dargo, Grant and Normanby 
areas.
Fred’s mind is forensic, with 
exacting recall of detail.  

http://www.exceworks.com/Goldfields


Research by Peter Ward.
Photography by Gavin Keating.. 

Mines of Black Snake Creek include the Crinoline, Queen Bee, Bootlace, Golden Butterfly, 
Kong Meng, Grannett's, Golden Bower, and Black Snake.

Kong Meng and Bootlace adits are accessible, appear  safer to enter than most.
(This  comment is not a declaration of safety or invitation to enter. All mines are dangerous to enter) 

Why visit this complex?
1. Reasonably easy access, but you still must be fit
2. Battery still in place
3.                 Open adits.

Caveats. Visiting the original Crinoline adit, lower down on Black Snake Creek will take you along a 
benched path, but on one steep face, the track has lost definition, and one slip would see you sliding 
20m down a very steep face. (This is not the Crinoline position as mapped in “Victoria's Forgotten 
Goldfield,” and is located on the map shown on p.11) 

 

Interesting formation along the track to the 
mines

Battery still stands near head of Black Snake 
Creek. Remains of a smaller wooden frame 
two head battery in the creek, together with 
an oil engine, were burned in the 2006-7 
fires, but the oil engine was already in a 
dismantled condition, with the flywheel lying 
almost buried in the creek bed.

These notes now  include original and copyright drawings by Fred Sargent, used with 
permission. I also include material from Fred's extensive collection, and gratefully 
acknowledge his extensive voluntary research and field work in documenting, mapping 
and recording the mines of Grant, and of Victoria's North East.

The track up Black Snake Creek is narrow and
overgrown with blackberry and nettles in places.



Above: Entrance, and  interior of the Kong Meng Machinery, bottom left, appears to be a large scraper, 
or  grader blade. It would appear that the Kong Meng battery, immediately below, was served by track
in the 1930's. 

Inside the Bootlace, three adits one above the other,
slightly further up the creek, but which also fed the 
Kong Meng battery via metal chutes which are still 
in position.



Above is a sketch map of the commonly known mines of the Black Snake Creek mining area. 
Note that the naming of the Crinoline follows that as per the notes in Christie's “Victoria's 
Forgotten Goldfield.” See the note later correcting the sketch map occurring in that book.

The star indicates further group of mines that lie just off the Gibraltar Spur Track, high above the 
Battery site.(Queen Bee) One shaft is very deep and not well marked. Below the shaft is a connecting
 adit, and several other small adits on the same level.
The Kong Meng also had a battery, and a skip, tractor bonnet, and steel chute pieces can be found in
 the gully directly below the mine entrance 

Kong Meng

Fred Sargent’s map, showing location of Crinoline according to original lease, and workings found.



8 -37.44603 147.14178 18-MAR-07 3:28:58PM 556   125
9 -37.4349 147.16165 18-MAR-07 3:58:07PM 569   143
10 -37.43607 147.16505 18-MAR-07 4:07:54PM FIRST FORK in GULLY 567   146
11 -37.43705 147.17222 18-MAR-07 4:37:21PM TRACK up to KONG MENG 566   152
12 -37.43816 147.17723 18-MAR-07 4:51:03PM BLACK SNAKE BATTERY 565   157
13 -37.43503 147.16167 18-MAR-07 5:38:42PM CAR PARK at BLACK SNAKE CREEK 568   143
14 -37.4361 147.16541 25-MAR-07 9:01:47AM MINE on JUNCTION 567   146
15 -37.43613 147.16547 25-MAR-07 9:08:55AM MINE ABOVE MINE on FIRST JUNCTION up ck 567   146
16 -37.43551 147.16591 25-MAR-07 9:38:44AM CROSS CK to TRACK on RHS 568   147
17 -37.43537 147.16929 25-MAR-07 9:48:01AM CROSS CK back to track on LHS 568   150
18 -37.43373 147.17219 25-MAR-07 10:47:19AM LOWEST BOOTLACE TUNNEL 570   152
19 -37.43393 147.17256  25-MAR-07 11:05:26AM NEXT BOOTLACE ABOVE 570   153
20 -37.43397 147.17258 25-MAR-07 11:09:26AM NEXT BOOTLACE 570   153
21 -37.43403 147.17248 25-MAR-07 11:12:05AM UPPERMOST BOOTLACE 570   153
22 -37.43438 147.17234 25-MAR-07 11:20:08AM UPPER CRINOLINE REEF 569   152
23 -37.43418 147.17201 25-MAR-07 11:28:52AM LOWER CRINOLINE REEF 569   152
24 -37.43398 147.17139 25-MAR-07 11:38:06AM ENTRANCE 570   152
25 -37.43413 147.17101 25-MAR-07 11:53:57AM TRACK FORK to BATTERY BELOW KONG MENG569   151
26 -37.4355 147.17022 25-MAR-07 12:04:58PM HUT SITE at JUNCTION of "KONG MENG" CK 568   151
27 -37.43684 147.17176 25-MAR-07 12:14:27PM MULLOCK SPLASH from MINE ABOVE 566   152
28 -37.43673 147.17207 25-MAR-07 12:19:27PM CAVED IN MINE 567   152
29 -37.43729 147.17289 25-MAR-07 12:27:30PM VATS 566   153
30 -37.43777 147.1732 25-MAR-07 12:32:19PM 2 STAMP BATTERY 565   153
31 -37.43797 147.17698 25-MAR-07 12:57:20PM HI POINT before DROP to BATTERY 565   157
32 -37.43554 147.15279 25-MAR-07 3:36:24PM FIREPLACE 568   135
33 -37.43677 147.14943 25-MAR-07 3:46:04PM STONE WALLED TRACK 567   132
34 -37.43639 147.14968 25-MAR-07 3:54:28PM BAKERS CREEK JUNCTION 567   132
35 -37.43611 147.14956 25-MAR-07 3:56:47PM SUBSTANTIAL HOME SITE 567   132

40 -37.43882 147.15246 25-NOV-07 10:47:04AM 564   135
41 -37.43913 147.15251 25-NOV-07 10:51:22AM circular prospect 10' diam 564   135
42 -37.43864 147.15283 25-NOV-07 11:00:52AM 357m  cut associated with Crinoline 564   135
43 -37.43818 147.15294 25-NOV-07 11:03:30AM 363 forge well defined and large cut 565   135
44 -37.43829 147.15289 25-NOV-07 11:23:00AM 369m lge cut on reef, hut or loadout on n side 565   135
45 -37.43739 147.15339 25-NOV-07 11:34:08AM 376m prospect 566   136
46 -37.43747 147.15467 25-NOV-07 11:40:50AM 360m on benched track to White Night? 566   137
47 -37.43734 147.15452 25-NOV-07 11:55:29AM tk meets gully benched with well built wall 566   137
48 -37.43697 147.15409 25-NOV-07 12:05:30PM on track 566   136
49 -37.43666 147.1535 25-NOV-07 12:11:49PM 567   136
50 -37.43653 147.15214 25-NOV-07 12:16:07PM 567   135
51 -37.43658 147.15175 25-NOV-07 12:18:02PM 567   134
52 -37.43677 147.15054 25-NOV-07 12:21:15PM 567   133
53 -37.43715 147.15036 25-NOV-07 12:22:37PM 566   133
54 -37.43736 147.15047 25-NOV-07 12:23:40PM 566   133
55 -37.43737 147.15012 25-NOV-07 12:24:42PM 566   133
56 -37.43732 147.14982 25-NOV-07 12:25:53PM hut?? 566   133
57 -37.43744 147.14955 25-NOV-07 12:27:31PM 566   132
58 -37.4376 147.14898 25-NOV-07 12:29:27PM 566   132
59 -37.43798 147.14857 25-NOV-07 12:31:56PM sump at place track crosses road 565   131
60 -37.43784 147.14853 25-NOV-07 12:33:40PM 264 tk meets black snake ck road 565   131
61 -37.43789 147.14806 25-NOV-07 12:41:26PM 258 hut beside black snake ck 565   131
62 -37.44592 147.14289 25-NOV-07 1:16:32PM 248 cut follows reef in . Mine near th comes off wonnongata rd 556   126
63 -37.44608 147.14288 25-NOV-07 1:19:04PM 263 another cut 556   126
64 -37.33966 147.14669 25-NOV-07 3:17:55PM 208 lunch 674   130
65 -37.33985 147.14695 25-NOV-07 3:19:35PM 126 shaft 674   130
66 -37.33928 147.14633 25-NOV-07 3:24:41PM 1212 mine, 1 ch costean 675   130
67 -37.3344 147.14299 25-NOV-07 3:50:20PM 1134 thought Prince of Wales off Union tk. Freed later rings to say this is on Belfast lease, so is Belfast680   127
68 -37.3383 147.147 25-NOV-07 4:35:37PM 1212 lots qtz and cut, below is adit 676   130
69 -37.3379 147.14735 25-NOV-07 4:42:58PM 1199 ADIT not named, substantial 676   131

Track detail, walk to mines and battery. Refer later for detail about two Crinoline sites.

Walk to the original Crinoline.



“Snippets” (1)

6 Sept 1864
 The Crinoline is situated about a mile from the junction of Black Snake Creek, and is 
little more than a mile from the Mitchell river. It is considerably further down the 
Crooked River than any reef yet discovered, being fully fourteen miles below Talbotville. 
The discovers are Messrs. Moffatt and Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton has already disposed of 
his interest in the prospecting claim to a practical reefer from Pleasant Creek, and gold 
was found in No. 1 South on the same reef by Mr. J.Foster. 

8 Mar 1865
A reef has been discovered at the head of   Black Snake Creek by Mr Joseph Foster. 
It has been registered the Specimen Hill. The quartz from this reef looks remarkably 
well.

1 Apr 1865
 Mr. Thomas Scott has discovered two reefs at the head of Black Snake Creek they have 
been respectively registered the Sir Walter Scott and Golden Bar. The stone looks 
remarkably well, and machinery can be put on the ground without much difficulty. 
 
 10 May 1866
 The company on the Black Snake Reef have driven their tunnel 100 feet, and have 
obtained what the proprietors consider payable stone all the distance, and intend driving 
100 feet further. I have been shown by one of the proprietors (Mr. Kitchingham), a 
photograph of a small engine intended for this reef, calculated to crush from25 to 30 
tons per week, with which he confidently assured me he could make quartz pay we that 
will average an ounce to the ton, which they feel certain the Black Snake Reef will do. I 
certainly wish them success, for should this small machine prove a payable speculation 
many others will, I believe, find their way to this district, as many reefs hero that will 
not pay the enormous expense incurred through packing, may pay very well with a small 
machine erected near the claims.

 21 Feb 1867
 The machine for the Black Snake Creek reefs seems to have fallen through, as no 
information is obtainable as to the probability of its ever reaching this locality. Some 
time ago its arrival was looked upon as a certainty, but from some cause it seems to be 
as far off as ever.

 23 Jan 1868
 They are making preparations for erecting a water-wheel and small battery in the Black 
Snake Creek between their own claim and the Crinoline Reef. The Crinoline Prospecting 
Claim has been taken on shares, and will start work next week.
 
 27 Aug 1867
 The Kong Meng Company (Registered) have started to lower down their machine to the 
machine site, but will not, I expect, do anything more until the settlement of their 
dispute, 
 which, will be some time, as it is almost certain to go to the Court of Mines.



26 Sept 1867
  The Kong Meng Company and California Company have lost their claims, and from 
information to hand it is more than probable that at tile sitting of the Warden's Court 
another registered company will follow suit  from the same cause. It appears that nearly all 
the registered companies in this dis trict have carried on their business in the same style-
registered themselves as a company, but never took any steps to secure   title to the ground. 
During the last sitting of the court hero the Warden said that the mere registration of a 
company did not give them a title to any particular piece of ground, and unless they could 
show some title they could not be acknowledged as the owners, and unless a transfer from 
the original shareholders was obtained they had no right to the claim. Under these 
circumstances, it certainly seems unaccountable for any company to neglect obtaining a 
good I title when it is to be had by merely obtaining a transfer from the shareholders to the 
company, and the only cost being the transfer fees.
 
 25 Apr 1868
 I will SELL or cause to be sold by PUBLIC AUCTION, on Friday, the 1st day of May, 1868, 
 at the Club Hotel, tie, at 12 o'clock noon, all the right, title, and interest (if any) of the Kong 
 Meng Amalgamated Quartz Mining Compay (Registered) in and to the claims known as 
The Black Snake Prospecting Claim, and the Gipsy Queen Claim, distant ten Terms cash-No 
reserve. . HENLEY MARRIOT PEARSON, Bailiff Court of Mines.
 IN THE COURT OF MINES FOR THE MINING DISTRICT OF GIPPSLAND, LOCATED 
AT SALE. Plaint No. 3. Between the Kong Meng Amalgamated Quartz Mining Company 
(Registered), plaintiffs, and Henry Hearne and John Adams, defendants, execution for 
defendants' costs. 
NOTICE is hereby given that under and i by virtue of a warrant of execution issued out of 
the above court, I will SELL, or cause to be sold, by PUBLIC AUCTION, on Friday, the 29th 
day of May, 1868, at the Club Hotel, Sale, at 12 o'clock noon, all the right, title, and interest 
(if any) of the Kong Meng Amalgamated Quartz Mining Company (Registered), in and to 
the claims known as The Black Snake Prospecting Claim, and the Gipsy Queen Claim, 
situated at Black Snake Creek, distant ten miles north-west of the township of Grant,colony 
of Victoria,unless this execution be sooner satisfied. Terms cash-No reserve. 
 HENEY MARRIOT PEARSON, Bailiff Court of Mines.
 
 16 jun 1868
 The Crinoline Prospecting Claim have struck some very good stone
 about 30 feet from the surface, calculated to yield three ounces to the ton.
 
 21 Jul 1868
 The Crinoline Prospecting claim finished washing up this week. The yield was very poor, 
not sufficient to pay packing and crushing. They are now raising stone of a better quality, 
which, is expected to yield from 15 dwt to 20 dwt to the ton.
  
 14 July 1868
 The Crinoline Prospecting Claim have commenced crushing at the Specimen Hill machine, 
and will wash up abou the latter end of the week; the yield is expected to be about 7dwt to 
the ton. This yield should pay small wages, the reef being large and within an easy distance 
of the machine.
 
 



28 Jul 1868
 POLICE. SALE POLICE COURT. SATURDAY. (Before W. Foster, Esq., P.M.) 
 DOSON V.S DUNCAN. This was a claim by those secondary complainants to certain 
property levied upon at the instance of the defendant, rider a warrant issued in the case  
Thomas Duncan v. the Kong Meng Gold Mining Company (registered), Crooked River. 
Mr. Butler for the interpleaders ; Mr. Patten for the execution creditor, Defendant had 
subscribed to a certain agreement in effect that he should erect machinery for the Kong 
Meng Company, in consideration of which he was to be allowed to crush all stone at that 
period on the surface of the company's claim at his own expense with the machinery' which 
he had to erect, and that all the proceeds of this crushing up to £180 should go to defendant, 
and any surplus, to the company, the washing up to be performed in the presence of Mr 
Thomas Nash Spong as the representative of the company, whose duty it was to report to 
the legal manager periodically the result of the operation. It was further covenanted that 
the plant should be delivered up at the termination of the crushing, which was to be 
completed by a stipulated time, to the satisfaction of a competent person deputed by the 
company to inspect it. The agreement likewise contained a provisional clause, that in the 
event of the stone crushed yielding less than £180 worth of gold a sum of £20 should be paid 
to defendant by the company, which amount, with the proceeds of the crushing, should be 
accepted by defendant as adequate remuneration for the erection of the machinery. 
Defendant was precluded from manipulating a quantity of eleven tons of stone, to which he 
asserted a title, and the residue not 
 realizing the prescribed sum of £80 defendant apprised the company accordingly and called 
upon them pursuant to conditions of the contract to pay over the supplementary amount of 
£20. This procedure was demurred to by the company on various pleas. Defendant then 
instituted proceedings against the company in the County. Court on the 23rd June lst for the 
recovery of L149 Os 10d, being for work and labor done, travelling expenses, and money, 
claimed in accordance with the covenant mentioned. On a  hearing the judge recorded a 
verdict for L9j 3s 3d, taking occasion to intimate that it was not within his power, under the 
exceptional circumstances of the case, to make an order for the restitution of the machinery 
to the company, but expressing a hope that Duncan would, for his own sake, deliver up 
possession of the machinery. The amount of the judgment was not forthcoming, and Duncan 
levied upon the machinery in question, when the present iuterpleadcr was put in by PJilley 
and others mentioned, on the ground of their being the rightful proprietors of the property. 
The latter proceedings had been adjourned on two occasions,with costs to defendant in 
consequence of the non attendance of Thomas Nash Spong, a material witness for the 
complainant. Mir. Thomas Nash Spong was now examined as to the terms of the contract 
between the present interpleaders who were directors of the company, and the execution 
creditor who was the contractor. Mr. Patten then argued that the agreement made the former 
defendant company the owners of the machinery. This was confuted by Mr. Butler who 
maintained that the present interpleaders were, dejure, the owners of the plant, and pointed 
out that the execution creditor was fully  cognizant of the non ownership of the Kong Meng 
company as a corporate body. Mr. Patten contended to the contrary, and put, Thomas 
Duncan into the box with the view of proving the title of the company to the plant, but he 
failed to adduce any thing actually affirmative of ownership. Mr. Foster, P.M. said the 
interpleaders had produced actual evidence of their right to the property, whilst the 
defendant or execution creditor had only adduced evidence of the implied owner ship of the 
company. Therefore he allowed the claim of the interpleaders to the plant, and awarded £7 1s 
l1d. costs against defendant.



11 Aug 1868
 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim have all their stone at the Kong Meng Company's machine, 
but it is doubtful when it will be crushed, as it will require some more law business to determine 
in whose possession the machine will remain.
 
 2 Jun 1868
 The Captain Cook prospecting claim have commenced sinking a fresh shaft some distance above 
the old shaft, from which they are raising payable stone. They will crush at the Specimen Hill 
Machine.

16 jun 1868
A new reef was registered this week by Mr. Baker Breeze, the new find is situated midway 
between the Captain Cook and the Kent Company's works, and is considered payable. A trial 
crushing of ten tons will be taken out.
 
 26 Sept 1868
 Nos. 1, 2 and 3. Black Snake Reef, are crushing at the Kong Meng Company's machine, and will 
probably finish next week; the yield is expected to be good.

 10 Oct 1868
 The Captain Cook Prospecting claim, on tribute, are still continuing their, tunnel, and are 
raising very fair stone. They have from 80 to 100 tons out, and will shortly commence packing to 
the 4 Wilkins machine.They expect the stone all through will average over an ounce to the ton.
 Nos. 1, 2, 3 Black Snake Roof have  crushed 20 tons of stone at the Kong  Meng Company's 
machine, which yielded  a little over an ounce to the ton. They will commence crushing the stone 
from the  upper paddock, which is expected to yield over two ounces. The stone raised previous 
to the claim being let on tribute is now being crushed at the Wilkins machine, but from the 
scarcity of water they are only able to crush four hours at a time, and will take about two weeks 
more to finish.

 7 Nov 1868
 A portion of the stone from Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Black Snake Reef raised previous to the tribute was 
crushed last week at the Wilkins machine, and yielded 14 dwts to the ton. A rather amusing 
scene occurred over this gold. It appears the gold was retorted and weighed by the mill owner, 
and while the gold was in the scale, Thomas Scott, one of the share holders, asked leave to feel 
the weight of it, and on getting it in his hand  immediately made off up the range, one of the 
representatives of the shareholders giving chase. Scott, however, managed to clear off with the 
gold, threatening to knock any one down who molested him. Scott was given in charge the same 
night for stealing the gold, and the case has been remanded till next Thursday. It appears that 
this  stone was specially dealt with by the deed of arbitration, which was supposed  to have 
settled all this company's difficulties. However, in whatever way the deed of arbitration dealt with 
the stone, Scott,  took a very determined method of dealing with the gold. Whether it is right or 
wrong still remains for their worships to determine. Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Black Snake Reef, on tribute, 
have been compelled to stop crushing through want of water. They are erecting a tank and 
elevator pump at the machine to enable them to re-use the water.

Government battery shed sits 
in a paddock just past the 
Black Snake Creek turn off on 
the Wonangatta Rd. Machinery 
was later removed to Dargo.

Fred Sargent Photo, with permission.



1 Dec 1868
LARCENY. Thomas Scott was charged that he did on or about the 28th March and 28th June 
last, secretly keep, with intent to defraud his co-partners, certain gold ob tained from the Nos. 
1, 2 and 3, Black Snake Reef. Mr. Spong appeared for the prosecution.
 William Henderson, sworn : In March last Scott and I were partners. Scott took the gold from 
the blanketings, and concealed it from his partners. In March last we had a crushing. I 
enquired from Messrs. Whiting and Wilmott, who crushed the stone, what amount of gold 
Scott got from the blanketings.  I received no reply. 
To Scott : It was from the last crushing that the gold was taken. I can not tell the date. 
 I think it was in March. 
J. E. Carton, sworn: I was one of the arbitrators in Scott's Black Snake affairs. Scott handed in 
a statement of all the old he had received. I afterwards card that he had received more. I 
made enquiries 
 from witnesses Whiting and Wilmott, and was afterwards informed that Scott had received 1 
oz. 10 dwt. of blanket  gold, and also a cheque for £1. These amounts were never given in to the 
arbitrators. I heard Scott deny having received any blanket gold. John Wilmott, quartz crusher, 
residing at Jungle Creek, proved having given the gold  to Scott, as deposed to y the last 
witness. The date on which I gave him the gold was the 29th February. To Scott:The stone was 
brought to the mill in Langridge's and your name. Caroline Grey proved having sold a little 
over £4. worth of gold for Scott, but could-not tel\the date. Charles Nevins was one of the 
arbitrators in the Blak Snake case.. Scott then distinctly denied having received any gold from 
the blanketing. He handed in a statement of two parcels of gold, but
 the gold now spoken of was not included in either of them. The Bench were of upinion there 
was no case, and the prisoner was discharged.

 20 Apr 1869
 The Captain Cook Prospecting Claim are crushing at the Crinoline mill, 
 and will wash up to-day. The yield is expected to be poor.
 
 1 Jul 1869
 The Captain Cook have finished crush ing at the Crinoline machine, and will wash up to day. 
 The yield are expected to be slightly better than the last. They are also reported to be raising 
some good
stone from a lower level.

 13 Jul 1869
 The Crinoline prospecting claim finished crushing this week at the Crinoline will, the
 yield being too poor to pay expenses. The Captain Cook prospecting claim are 
 crushing a lot of twenty tons at the Crinoline machine ; the yield iL expected to be poor.
 
 8 Oct 1872
 The Captain Cook: will commence crushing this week. The yield is expected to be an 
improvement on the last.
 
 18 Oct 1900
 The Queen Bee Co. at Black Snake Creek 7 are making good progress. From this mine as high 
as 2ozs,  to the a ton has been obtained, but with the high charges for packing and crushing 
even that yield from a 2 feet reef would not pay. The Co., therefore, decided to erect a battery 
on the mine and that work is now in progress, I and when finished this mine may he placed a 
upon the dividend list. Close to he Queen Bee are the old Maori and the Crinoline, s and 
several other reefs that were profitably I worked in the  early days. No doubt with a battery in 
the locality these will again be worked and other new reefs discovered.



31 July 1933
GOLD MINING AT BLACK SNAKE CREEK. J. Wright and G. McLean put through a crushing at the 
Gold Star battery, of 16 tons, which resulted in an average of 2 ozs. per ton, besides which they dollied 
10 ozs. from the same stone. It. and F. Lucas and W. Jones are developing a show about a quarter of a 
mile from the Queen Bar, which is showing  gold freely in the face. The reef varies in size, averaging 
about I foot. The prospects are very encouraging. 
 W. Jones has an option on Walsh and Hannan's show for two months, with the object of forming a 
company, it is believed, We understand. that there is a little competition about., an option on Wright 
and McLean's show. From what we consider authentic information, there is sufficient stone uncovered 
and proved,to keep hundreds  of men employed at remunerative rates, providing that the battery 
charges were. reasonable. At present the charge  25./- per ton. is considered unreasonable, more 
especially as the privately owned battery is unable to treat the tailings. There are at: present 15 people 
at the creek engaged in mining, and most of them are on fairly good stone, but are held up on account 
of the owners of the battery refusing to crush for the public. T. Pomeroity has taken a small crushing, 
which is now awaiting crushing when the owners of the battery return. At present they are in, 
Melbourne
 
3 May 1934
The Minister of Mines has sent Mr. McLachlan, M.L.A., the following:-   "With regard to the petition 
from the mines at Black Snake Creek. Dargo asking for financial assistance to make a road in that 
locality fit for vehicular traffic. I desire to inform you that the only funds available to the Department 
for mining tracks are those recently provided by the Government in the recommendation of the 
Employment Council for the purpose of reconditioning existing tracks. In this circumstances, I am 
unable to grant the application of the petitioners for a road, but, should they desire  the present track 
made passable for pack transport. I will give sympathetic consideration to such a request."
 
22 Dec 1934
DARGO J W Wrlght and G S McLean have crushed a further 10 tons of quartz from the Kong Ming 
mine 
at Black S lake for 40oz of gold-A State school Is to be opened at Black Snake Creek after the holidays 
the school Is now being erected by the residents by a working bee -It has been decided to erect the 
Government battery at Exhibition three miles from Dargo

6 Mar 1935
 Dargo Mines Development Formed
At a preliminary meeting of shareholders of Dargo Mines Development N L on Monday Messrs
 M Robinson J Dunlop and G J McKenna were elected directors and Mr L B Tomlins was elected legal 
 manager The registration of the company was authorised with a capital of £4 000 divided into
 2 000 shares of £2 each of which the first issue, 1000 at £2 has been fully subscribed. The
 other 659 shares are held in reserve under option to vendors and promoters The company has been
 formed to acquire several gold mining leases on Black Snake Creek about six miles from Dargo 
 Gippsland adjoining the leases held by the Kong Meng Gold-mining Company

Looking out from inside the Kong Meng adit.



“Victoria's Forgotten Goldfield” p.83, Christie and Grey, 1997, contains the above diagram.
It could confuse.
1. Captain Cook is on the southern branch of Baker's creek, not the north branch

2. The Golden Butterfly may be above the falls (cliff), not at the base as shown. The area was totally 
clear after the fires, and there was no sign of mining activity close to the base of the falls, or of any slip 
that may have covered it. It also appears as another name for the Kong Meng, so there is some 
confusion here!

3. Whilst the mine shown as the Crinoline may have been worked by the Crinoline people, the original 
Crinoline lease and substantial mine are to be found as per the addition above. Ore was brought along 
a well formed and benched track that comes out onto the Black Snake Creek track  at 565 131, and this 
was appears to be the site of the Crinoline battery.
 The track from this mine continues to wind upward, and we expected it to meet the White Knight, but  it 
continues beyond where we walked, probably eventually meets the Gibraltar Spur track,
and continues to finally reach the Grant Township

The Crinoline, track, and Crinoline battery site are sketched in only. Refer to the GPS log, 565 131

From Fred Sargent’s notes:- 
BATTERY SITE NEAR CRINOLINE. At the end of the Grant Track and below the existing road is an 
extensive flat by Black Snake Creek with some remnants. Presumably Wilkins’battery was 
located here, probably with a hotel and other buildings.
The battery was removed to Jungle Creek for the Time Will Tell in 1873.
 

                                                                                                     Peter Ward   1/9/2014

Crinoline Lease

Crinoline battery site
Probably “Wilkin’s Battery”

Track leading up to Gibraltar 
Spur, probably continued back to 
Grant



The “other” Crinoline is located well before the car park area used to access the Kong Meng etc.

GPSVisualiser is a free online service. Details for creating this display as an active (clickable)map follow.
The benefit of an active map is that you can click any point and the note associated pops up.

Baker's Creek

Car park, end of track

Benched track along 
here, missing GPS 
points

Crinoline



NAME,DESC,TIME,LATITUDE,LONGITUDE,,,,,,
1,,10:47:04AM,-37.43882,147.15246,,,,,,
2,circular prospect 10' diam ,10:51:22AM ,-37.43913,147.15251,,,,,,
3,357m  cut associated with Crinoline,11:00:52AM ,-37.43864,147.15283,,,,,,
4,363 forge well defined and large cut,11:03:30AM ,-37.43818,147.15294,,,,,,
5,"369m lge cut on reef, hut or loadout on n side",11:23:00AM ,-37.43829,147.15289,,,,,,
6, 376m prospect ,11:34:08AM,-37.43739,147.15339,,,,,,
7,360m on benched track to White Night?,11:40:50AM ,-37.43747,147.15467,,,,,,
8,tk meets gully benched with well built wall,11:55:29AM ,-37.43734,147.15452,,,,,,
9,on track,12:05:30PM ,-37.43697,147.15409,,,,,,
10,,12:11:49PM,-37.43666,147.15350,,,,,,
11,,12:16:07PM,-37.43653,147.15214,,,,,,
12,,12:18:02PM,-37.43658,147.15175,,,,,,
13,,12:21:15PM,-37.43677,147.15054,,,,,,
14,,12:22:37PM,-37.43715,147.15036,,,,,,
15,,12:23:40PM,-37.43736,147.15047,,,,,,
16,,12:24:42PM,-37.43737,147.15012,,,,,,
17,hut??,12:25:53PM ,-37.43732,147.14982,,,,,,
18,,12:27:31PM,-37.43744,147.14955,,,,,,
19,,12:29:27PM,-37.43760,147.14898,,,,,,
20,sump at place track crosses road,12:31:56PM ,-37.43798,147.14857,,,,,,
21,264 tk meets black snake ck road,12:33:40PM ,-37.43784,147.14853,,,,,,
22,258 hut beside black snake ck,12:41:26PM ,-37.43789,147.14806,,,,,,
23,208 lunch,3:17:55PM ,-37.33966,147.14669,,,,,,
24,126 shaft,3:19:35PM ,-37.33985,147.14695,,,,,,
25,"1212 mine, 1 ch costean",3:24:41PM ,-37.33928,147.14633,,,,,,
26,"1134m Fred later confirms is on Belfast lease, so is Belfast",3:50:20PM ,-37.33440,147.14299,,,,,,
27,"1212 lots qtz and cut, below is adit",4:35:37PM ,-37.33830,147.14700,,,,,,
28,"1199 ADIT not named, substantial",4:42:58PM ,-37.33790,147.14735,,,,,,

Original Crinoline workings only.

This is a comma delimited Data set for use in GPSVisualiser.  Copy and paste into a Notepad file, save
 as   xxxxxx.csv (not a .txt) file. Remember to include the header line.

Import into GPSVisualiser, a free online  service that provides an active map. You can click on any point 
and  see the associated note. ( http://www.gpsvisualizer.com )

Immediately after the fires, the blackberries “took off” and we expect, 
In the absence of any maintenance, that there may be little to see



NAME,DESC,TIME,LATITUDE,LONGITUDE,,,,,,
1,,3:28:58pm,-37.44603,147.14178,,,,,,
2,,3:58:07pm,-37.43490,147.16165,,,,,,
3,first fork in gully up Black Snake ck,4:07:54pm,-37.43607,147.16505,,,,,,
4,track up to kong meng,4:37:21pm,-37.43705,147.17222,,,,,,
5,Black Snake battery,4:51:03pm,-37.43816,147.17723,,,,,,
6,car park at black snake creek,5:38:42pm,-37.43503,147.16167,,,,,,
7,lowest Bootlace tunnel,10:47:19am,-37.43373,147.17219,,,,,,
8,next bootlace above Blocked,11:05:26am,-37.43393,147.17256,,,,,,
9,next bootlace Blocked,11:09:26am,-37.43397,147.17258,,,,,,
10,uppermost Bootlace,11:12:05am,-37.43403,147.17248,,,,,,
11,upper Crinoline reef,11:20:08am,-37.43438,147.17234,,,,,,
12,lower Crinoline reef,11:28:52am,-37.43418,147.17201,,,,,,
13,entrance lower Kong Meng,11:38:06am,-37.43398,147.17139,,,,,,
14,track fork to battery below Kong Meng,11:53:57am,-37.43413,147.17101,,,,,,
15,"hut site at junction of ""Kong Meng"" ck",12:04:58pm,-37.43550,147.17022,,,,,,
16,mullock splash from mine above,12:14:27pm,-37.43684,147.17176,,,,,,
17,caved in mine Queenbee???,12:19:27pm,-37.43673,147.17207,,,,,,
18,vats,12:27:30pm,-37.43729,147.17289,,,,,,
19,2 stamp battery,12:32:19pm,-37.43777,147.17320,,,,,,
20,hi point before drop to battery,12:57:20pm,-37.43797,147.17698,,,,,,
21,fireplace,3:36:24pm,-37.43554,147.15279,,,,,,
22,stone walled track,3:46:04pm,-37.43677,147.14943,,,,,,
23,Bakers Creek junction,3:54:28pm,-37.43639,147.14968,,,,,,
24,substantial home site,3:56:47pm,-37.43611,147.14956,,,,,,

GPSVisualiser map, and data set for re-creating an active map. This data set is for the upper Black Snake Creek,
 and uses the mine naming as found in “Victoria's Forgotton Goldfield”

Car Park

Map on Previous page covers this area



More views of the battery at the head
 of Black Snake creek, including an original'
but undated photo of the working machine
 with adjacent hut, 1930’s.



Black Snake Creek 
battery, 1930’s.
Note two hut sites.
                      SLV



GIPSY QUEEN  (Not Located or Not Identified) 
 
Newspaper Reports 
 
1866, July 5 The Gipsy Queen, situated at Black Snake Creek . have latterly struck some first rate stone; however, I shall shortly pay a  visit to this 
locality, when I will send you full particulars.-Gippsland Times  
 
1866, August 13 Our Crooked River correspondent has made repeated complaints of the slow progress which the shareholders in the Black-
Snake and Gipsy Queen reefs were making in forwarding their machinery to the ground. Some four or five months ago Mr. Kitchingman went 
down to Melbourne with the intention of procuring cheap and portable machinery for these companies, and Mr. Wilson at that time having 
brought his patent before the public it was thought advisable to make an experiment under the new friction patent. The bringing together, 
however, of an entirely new plant is no easy matter, and although the model was shown weeks ago to an inquisitive Melbourne public the 
substantial plant for the reefs mentioned was not shipped from Melbourne until Saturday last, when, after being cast at Messrs. Drysdale and 
Frazer's, it was put onboard the schooner Albert, for disembarkation at Redbank, at which place drays will be ready to bring it on to the Crooked 
River. The patentee and Mr. Kitchingman, however, arrived here before the plant, and brought with them a working model, which was intended 
for the Sale Local Exhibition, but in the absence of this amusement the miniature plant has been placed at Messrs. Pearson, English,   Hand 
Peck's for the inspection of those who are curious in the quartz reducing system. The ma- chine, although resembling those in general use, 
  differs in one important respect. It is worked by   an engine in the usual manner, but the stampers   are lifted by friction produced by two sets 
of wheels one set of which arc half circular, and in their revolving motion catch the shanks of the stampers at   height along the bar. By this 
means the  stamper is always lifted a regular distance from the   location on which it falls, so that whatever  quantity of quartz is under the head 
of the stampers it will still rise one certain height, and is calculated to crush thirty tons of stone a week. It has four head of stampers of three cwt. 
to the fall, and is driven by an engine of three horse-power. The weight of the entire machine is about two and a half tons, and the cost L150, 
The only question which might be raised is, that as the friction caused to raise the stampers is greater than in the revolving stampers the metal 
would wear sooner. To prevent this m the metal grooves of both lifters and rollers wooden fittings can be laid in, which can be replaced w 
hen won). The whole weight of the machine without the engine would be above two tons and a half, and if the foundation is ready by the time 

the plant arrives, not more than one week will elapse after its arrival till the machine is in working order. The whole of the Crooked River miners 
arc waiting anxiously for the result of the new improvement, and should it prove a success there will be a new area in quartz crushing. Mr. Wilson 
intends remaining in Sale to supply the necessary plant if the patent is found to work well.  -Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's 
Creek Advertiser  
 
1867, August  27 The Gipsy Queen- The remaining portion of the Kong Meng Company’s ground has been jumped this week. The success of 
the first case has no doubt been the cause of this.  Gippsland Times 

GOLDEN BOWER 
 GOLDEN BAR 
 SIR WALTER SCOTT   
 
 Black Snake Creek  1365-5 5995-6015 
  
Thomas Scott registered two reefs as the Golden Bar and Sir Walter Scott. In 1865. This could be the two parallel lines, 
although as the reef dips to the  north-east, the big shaft off line could have been driven to strike the reef without cross-
cutting. Alternatively the working to the north, across Black Snake Creek, could have been the Sir Walter Scott. 
 
 Appears to be two lines, rather intermittent. Some deep shafts. 
 A stone walled building is next to one of the minor workings 
 The adit has a large platform. It is badly collapsed, but could be entered further by crawling but is in a dangerous 

condition. 
 The adit on the other side of the creek is on a line displaced from the main Golden Bower line. It was worked by 

Scott, the same person who had the Golden Bower lease. 

The notes and extracts that follow are from the Fred Sargent's research.

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.

Original drawing by Fred Sargent, with whom Copyright resides.
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40 Black Snake Ck  Golden Bower 1866 1 16 W. Ross 1/4 1 SE transferred from  Thomas  
Scati 
 
Newspaper Reports  
 
1865, April 1 Mr Thomas Scott has discovered two reefs at the head of Black Snake Creek; they have been respectively registered as the 
Sir Walter Scott and the Golden Bar. The stone looks remarkably well, and machinery can be put on the ground without much difficulty. -
Gippsland Times  
 
1865, October 3 The Golden Bower Reef, situated on the left hand branch of Snake Creek, is a small but well defined reef, averaging 
about twelve inches in width. They have sunk two shafts in this reef, about seventy yards apart, and fifty to sixty feet deep, and got good payable 
gold. They are now putting in a tunnel, and expect to strike the reef very soon. This claim is well situated for working, being close to a running 
creek. Specimens have been found on the surface almost the full extent of the claim. -Age 
 
1865, October 12 The following narrow escape is recorded by Saturday's Crooked River Chronicle ; — ' One of the miners at the Golden Bower 
prospecting claim on Snake Creek had a miraculous escape on Wednesday. Two men were inside the hut, finishing their 
dinner hour, a strong gale was blowing at the time, when a large gum tree fell on the hut, smashing it to pieces. The floor of the hut happened 
to be cut into a bank, and underneath the embankment, Brown, who was left inside, had the presence of mind to crouch for protection, 
and when the rubbish was cleared away his mats found him safely coiled up between two main forks of tho fallen patriarch of the forest. Tho 
collapse was so sudden that be was some time thinking before he could convince himself that he was alive and uninjured. This should act as a 
caution to miners to fell the tree near where they intend building, so as to guard against accident.' -Age 
 
1867, January 15 
 

-Gippsland Times 
 
1867, June 11 The Golden Bower, which has been lying idle for some time, has been taken on tribute by Messrs Foster and Brunn, and will 
start work immediately. The tributors are very sanguine of being able to make it pay. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, June 11 GRANT WARDEN’S COURT Wednesday, 5th June (Before W. Butler, Esq., Warden)  
John McInness v Ross & Stackpool- This case has been several times adjourned. Mr Spong stated that plaintiff was unable to attend. Mr Hughes, 
who appeared for the defendants, applied for costs, which were refused. Case struck out, without costs. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, June 29 The tributors at the golden Bower are raising very good stone, they are putting in a tunnel from each side of the shaft 
preparatory to commencing to stope out, and will shortly have a trial crushing at thye Hibernia & Kent Company’s machine. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, July 16 The Golden Bower tributors will start packing next week to the Jungle machine. The stone looks payable. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, August 6 The Golden Bower tributors have started carting to the Hibernia & Kent Company (Registered)‘s machine, but owing to the 
fall of snow, have been compelled to stop. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, August  13 The Golden Bower tributors have been unable to start carting again as yet, but the snow is thawing very fast, and they will 
probably start again during next week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, August  27 The Hibernia & Kent Company (Registered) , on tribute- The drainage of surface water, caused by the melting of the snow, 
interfered greatly with their workings, and at present they are doing nothing except baling water. They have crushed a parcel of stone, which was 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

supposed to be payable, but the yield was withheld. They will commence crushing for the Golden Bower tributors. They will have about 30 tons, 
most of which was at the break yesterday. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, September  3 The Hibernia & Kent Company (Registered)  have started crushing for the Golden Bower tributors, they will have 39 tons, 
which is expected to give a payable return; they will finish about the latter end of the week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, September  10 The Golden Bower tributors crushed this week a little over 60 tons at the Hibernia & Kent Company (Registered)’s 
machine the yield being very poor, in fact, not sufficient to pay the expense of crushing, and he tributors do not intend working the claim again. 
-Gippsland Times 

 
Leases 
 
Name  Golden Bower Quartz Mining Co  
 
Location  head Black Snake Ck 
 
Lease Number 274 (Beechworth ) 
 
Applicant  Thomas Scott, William Ross, Adam Stacpoole 
 
Date Applied 6.4.65 
 
Area, acres 11.2.32 
 
Investment   £4 000 
 
Rental      £11/14/- 
 
Gazetted  25.7.65 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 10 
 
Void  14.1.70    
 
OTHER ground is new  

 
 
 
 
Location  Black Snake Ck 
 
Lease Number 275   (Beechworth) 
 
Applicant Thomas Scott 
 
Date Applied 26.4.65 
 
Area, acres 7.2.39 
 
Investment   £5 000 
 
Rental      £7/15/- 
 
Gazetted  25.7.65 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 5 
 
Void  28.9.66   
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Crooked River 
Division 

tons oz. dwt. oz. dwt.

December 
1865 

Golden Bower Golden Bower reef 5 1 0 5 0 30 feet 

From The Mining Surveyors’ Returns. Crooked River Division   

Gold Yield  
 

 
 
Date. 

 
Division and 
sub division and 
Name of 
Company. 

 
 
Where quartz was obtained. 
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Average Yield 
of Gold per 
ton. 

 
Total Yield 
of Gold. 

Remarks relative to 
the depth at which 
the Gold was 
obtained &c. 

GOVERNMENT BATTERY, BLACK SNAKE CREEK 
 
Black Snake Ck  119 559 
 
 Erected in the 1930’s to encourage mining in the Black Snake Creek area, the battery shed is still there on a farm 
about 30 m from the fence (11872, 55884) 
 

 
Newspaper Reports 
 
1931, February 26 At the request of Messrs Higgins, O’Brien, Rawson and others, the Minister of Mines was interviewed By Mr. J. W. McLachlan, 
MLA, last week, and urged that the Government battery at Grant should be put in order. Until that was done, mining could not be revived in that 
district. As so many men were anxious to take up mining at the present time, every encouragement should be given to them, and the battery 
should be repaired without delay. 
 The Minister said in reply that the request would receive every consideration.-Gippsland Times  
 
1931, March 9 The Secretary for Mines was interviewed a few days ago by Mr. J. W. McLachlan, MLA, and was asked if the Department 
intended to repair the Government Battery at Grant 
 The Secretary replied that a report was being obtained from the Mining Inspector (Mr. Wagstaff) -Gippsland Times 
 
1931, April 16 x F. Schumann, Glenaladale-Applying for the position of engine driver at Grant State Battery- No authority to appoint Govt 
Battery Grant 
 
1935, January 31 The ways of the Government are mysterious, they having decided to remove the battery from Grant to Dargo. One can 
hardly reconcile this with the policy of encouragement to prospectors. Sure Grant, on past record, is entitled to a battery if mining is to revive in 
this district. -Gippsland Times 

 
 
GRANITES  see Grannett’s 
 
 
GRANNETT’S    
 
 Black Snake Ck 159-160 5625-15 
 Unknown 3261    Black Snake Ck 1595 5625 
 Unknown 3262    Black Snake Ck 1595 5625 
 Unknown 3263    Black Snake Ck 159 563 
 
 A group of parallel workings, mostly long open cuts about 2-3 m deep. A horizontal track, very short, ends above a 
load out which is supposed to be the start of a cable ropeway to the battery in Black Snake Creek. 
 
Newspaper Reports  
 
1933, November 24  Messrs Trezise and D. Pomeroy have crushed 12 tons of quartz from the Granites at Black Snake Creek for a return 
of 5oz 3dwt -Argus  
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.
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Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.

Original drawing by Fred Sargent, with whom Copyright resides.



 

Lease Number 5296 
 
Applicant  John Tresize, Alan Robert & Ronald Joseph Tresize, Albert Raymond Tresize 
 
Date Applied 4.4.35 
 
Area, acres 3.2.0 
 
Investment   £1 000 
 
Rental      £-/10/- 
 
Gazetted  11.3.36 
 
Expired    6.6.51  to 5548 
   
 
Name  Grannet 
 
Location  Black Snake Ck 
 
Lease Number 5548  (5296) 
 
Applicant  John , Allan Rupert, Ronald John & Albert Raymond Trezise  (lease 5296) 
 
Date Applied 2.2.30 
 
Rental      £-/5/- 
 
Gazetted  3.3.36 
 
Leased from (15 years) 
 
Employment- First 6 months  2 
                       Subsequently 2 
Expired   6.4.51      
 
OTHER 16.1.36 x Thomas Atkinson, Mining Surveyor- tunnel occupied by one man- no objections. 
 15.4.36 applies to transfer to David Cook & Isaac Cone 
 24.4.36 transfer approved 
 10.11.36 x Cook & Jack O’Brien- letter re shafts- no shafts on lease, we are simply driving a tunnel and thought it 
unnecessary to reply. No intention of sinking shafts. 
 12.8.37x G. J. R. Morgan- re leases on Black Snake Ck Large tract of ground held by Kong Meng and two oither leases with no work 
done for 9 months or more. One held by Robertson transferred to Kong Meng- never a day’s work done. One hed by Pollard & Jarvis- no work 
for 12-16 months. One held by Tresize- no work for a long time. Requests leases be thrown open. 
 20.8.37 Brown (Sec Mines) Kong Meng under suspension until 6.11.37 Lease 5296 not worked- can lodge interest. 
 19.2.38 Brown to O’Brien- deferring declaring lease void until 28.2.38 
 31.8.51 Cone & Cook apply for renewal of lease 
 6.5.51 GG renewal as 5548 to David Cook, Isaac Cone 
 24.3.59 inquiry into lease- applicants G. Laver, V. David, G. Payton; held at Stratford Court 
 3.4.59 transfer from Laver, David & Payton to Victor Patrick  David, Gordon Williams, John Laver,  John Enor Boyd, Eric James 
Plowright. 
24.12.58  
 
 5548 VOID 16.9.59 
 

11.5.60   R. S. Davey- Mines- found two stamper batteries, one a 5-head 7 cwt Machan & Tea (Melbourne) other a three 
head in poor condition. In watercourse, not in lease.  
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-Gippsland Times  
 
1867, June 7 
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THE KONG MENG AMALGAMATED QUARTZ 
MINING COMPANY (Registered), 
Black Snake Creek  
Notice is hereby given, to each shareholder In the Kong Meng Amalgamated Quartz-mining Company (Registered), that an EXTRAORDINARY 
MEETING of the shareholders In the company will be hold at 81 Swanston-street, in the city of Melbourne, on Friday, the 5th day of July, A.D. 
1807, at the hour of half-past 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 
Business:-To make, alter, and adopt rules and regulations for the management and guidance of the company. 
GEO. GILLES, Manager of the said Company. -Argus 
 
1867, June 18 The Kong Meng Company (registered) have started work, and are clearing away the site for the machine. The contractor for 
cutting the road has finished his contract so that the company may now be said to have commenced work in earnest, and under judicious 
management will, I believe, pay very well. -Gippsland Times  
 
1867, June 29 The Kong Meng Company (registered) are engaged in getting the machine site ready; the machine has started from 
Stratford and may be expected tonarrive about the latter end of next week. -Gippsland Times  
 
1867, August 13 The Kong Meng Company (registered) are at present doing very little. The prospecting claim belonging to the company has 
been jumped by two of the men who were formerly working for them. The case will be heard in the warden’s Court next week, but I do not think 
the jumpers have any show to obtain possession of the claim; as at the time the ground was jumped the company had made application for a 
lease. -Gippsland Times  
 
1867, August  17 In order to finish the dispute in the Kong Meng Company’s ground, the Warden has decided to hold his next court on the 
12th September. A fresh injunction has been obtained by the company to remain in force till the 12 th September. As far as the evidence shows at 
present, it seems certain the company will lose the ground, but the mail leaving I  am unable to send particulars till next post. -Gippsland Times  
 
1867, August 24  see also Black Snake 
 

-Gippsland Times  
 
1867, August  27 The Kong Meng Company (registered) have started to lower down their machine to the machine site, but will not, I expect, 
do anything more until the settlement of their dispute. Which will be some time, as it is almost certain to go to the Court of Mines. -Gippsland 
Times  
 
1867, September  3 The tender for erecting the Kong Meng machine has been accepted, and will, I believe, be proceeded with at once, so that 
the company must have good faith in ultimately getting the claim. -Gippsland Times  
 
1867, September 17 ..the case of Adams and Hearne v the Kong Meng Company has been decided in favour of the applicants, who have been 
put in possession of the ground by the Warden. 
 The case of Kong Meng Company (registered) v Langridge and Scott is also concluded, having been dismissed with £26 14s 6d. -
Gippsland Times  

 
1867, September 21      also see Black Snake 
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1867, October 29 The Kong Meng Company (registered) are busily engaged erecting their machine. They expect to finish in about two weeks. 
This is the first small machine yet erected here, and should it answer, they will have plenty of work, the Specimen Hill claim alone having about 
150 tons ready for crushing. -Gippsland Times  
 
1867, December 17  The Warden's Court is sitting and I believe Mr. Warden Butler will finish all the business to-day. The objections to the Kong 
Meng Company’s lease will not be heard until after the appeal cases at the Court of Mines at Sale-Gippsland Times  
 
1868, February 1  
 SPONG AND OTHERS v. HEARNE. objection to Kong Meng Company's lease. The Warden said he had called these cases on, but only did so to 
inform them that, he could take no evidence in the matter. The case had been heard before a warden in the usual way, and he could not go 
beyond that, and could only make a report, recommending the granting of the lone subject to the rights of the defendants, their ground being 
excised from the original application. Mr. Spong, for the company, said that the case had been thrown out of the last Court of Mines at Sale on a 
technical error, and as they were going in again at the next court, he was anxious to have some evidence taken. The Warden said the case had 
been heard by a warden before, and he could do no more; and in reply to Mr. Spong, said his report would be forwarded immediately on his 
arrival in Sale; -Gippsland Times  
 
1868, February 13 The Kong Meng Company (registered) have commenced making alterations to their machine, and intend removing the 
Patent lifts and putting on others on the old principle. -Gippsland Times  
 
1868, March 24 The alterations to the Black Snake machine are now completed, and the machine is working first rate. Mr Duncan, the 
engineer, is now crushing the stone taken as part payment for the erection of the machine, and will finish this week. They will then crush a parcel 
from the Specimen Hill claim. -Gippsland Times  
 
1868, March 31 The contractors for the erection of the Kong Meng Company’s machine have finished crushing the stone taken as part 
payment. The exact yield is not yet known, but from what is known, the yield will be very little over half an ounce to the ton. -Gippsland Times  
 
1868, April 7 The contractors for the erection of the Kong Meng Company’s machine have finished washing up their stone, the yield 
being under half an ounce. -Gippsland Times  
 
1868, May 5 The Kong Meng Company’s machine has stopped work, orders having been received that no more stone was to be crushed. 
-Gippsland Times  
 
1869, September 25 The Kong Meng Company’s machine has been purchased by Mr Holme, the price has not transpired. -Gippsland Times 
 
1872, August  12 The old Kong Meng crushing plant, Black Snake, has been sold to Mr R. Smith, formerly a resident of this district, to be 
removed to the Sydney side via Melbourne.-Gippsland Mercury  
 
1872, August  13 The Black Snake (Kong Meng Company) mill has changed hands, Mr A. R. Smith being the purchaser; it is to be removed 
and its destination is New South Wales. Crushing machines must be very scarce in New South Wales to cause anyone to travel into this district to 
purchase. -Gippsland Times 
 
1896, September 12  The Kong Meng Mine, on Crooked River, below Talbotville, Gippsland, has been sending along some rich specimens from a 
small piece of reef continuous with a nice body of payable stone at its 100ft. level.-Free Lance (Melbourne) 
 
1934, May 14  TWO-OUNCE STONE AT DARGO  
Dargo, Sunday - Messrs J W Wright and G S McLean have crushed 10 tons quartz from the Kong Meng mine at Black Snake for 20oz-Argus 

 
1934, December 22 DARGO -JW Wright and G S McLean have crushed a further 10 tons of quartz from the Kong Meng mine at Black Snake 
Creek for 40oz of gold -Argus 
 
1935, February 21 Shareholders of New Star Gold Mine Unlimited NL Hill be asked at an extraordinary meeting in Bendigo on February 20 to 
agree to a reconstruction plan involving the formation of a new company-Kong Meng Gold Reefs NL Nominal capital of the new is £39 000 in 
shares of 10/ each of which 17 000 will be contributing shares issued to holders of shares in New Star credited as paid lo 1 6 a share 5 000 shares 
will be Issued as fully paid to holders of paid shares in New Star and 18 000 shares will be held In reserve of which 8 000 shares will be held 
under option until August 22 1935 to the lender of leases at Black Snake Creek. Dal Ko which the new company, is to develop Reports on the 
property indicate the existence of four reef channels one giving high gold values and the others large bodies of low grade ore -Argus 
 
1935, March 6 Dargo Mines Development Formed 
At a preliminary meeting of shareholders of Dargo Mines Development N L on Monday Messrs M Robinson J Dunlop and G J McKenna were 
elected directors and Mr. L B Tomlins was elected legal manager The registration of the company was authorised with a capital of £4 000 divided 
into 2 000 shares of 2 each of which the first issue-? at £2-has been fully subscribed The other 659 shares are held In reserve under option to 
vendors and promoters The company has been formed to acquire several gold mining leases on Black Snake Creek about six miles from Dargo 
Gippsland adjoining the leases held by the Kong Meng Gold mining Company 
 ̀ At a meeting on Tuesday of shareholders of the Kong Meng Gold Reefs Co arrangements were made for the development of several 
lodes from adits in the mountain slopes near Black Snake Creek-Argus 
 
1935, March 7  
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-Gippsland Times 
 
1935, March 11 In tunnel, Jack’s line of reef, 2ft; gold in dish prospects. Cut new reef on surface between Jack’s and Wright’s reefs from 4in 
to 1ft. Values estimated from 4 to 7dwt. -Argus 
 
1935, July 1 NEW STAR, Black Snake Creek. Dargo, 6th. -Directors visited mine on 15th. Let contract to drive tunnel 100ft. along Jack's line of reef 
at site fixed by Mr. W. H. Cundy. Tunnel driven 8ft.; 3ft. of highly mineralised stone. -Argus 
 
1935, July 22 Kong Meng Gold Reefs 20th- Shaft on Jack’s reef to 12ft Reef 4ft, hardly payable. Cut Jack’s reef on surface between tunnel 
entrance and creek; 1ft stone, small amount gold. 
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1935, October 28 Kong Meng Gold Reefs 26th- Driven e off No 2 shaft to 15ft to stope, values patchy. Stope on W reef on 8in stone, which 
shows gold freely. Kong Meng tunnel timbered preparatory to driving. -Argus 
 
1935, November 2 A report received from the Kong Meng gold mines at Dargo stated that good values were showing in opening the western 
reef. This reef has not been developed to any extent, and the company will have a test milling of ore.-Newcastle Morning Herald & Mining 
Advocate  

 
1935, November 11 Stopped work on Jack’s reef. Stopes off No 2 shaft poor values. Stoping W reef 4in of stone, shows gold. -Argus 
 
1935, December 10 Stoping N from rise on W reef, 6in stone shows gold. Commenced to cut track from W reef to connect with Kong Meng 
track to get stone for transport to battery. -Argus 
 
1936, July 17 Kong Meng Gold Reefs NL reports a crushing of 9 tons of ore from Jones’ reef for a yield of 8oz of gold. From the west reef 
9 tons yielded 9oz. From the latter crushing four tons were drawn from the reef 3ft wide and the balance from 6in off the footwall. Both 
crushings showed a considerable quantity of pyrites, and a sample has been forwarded for assay. -Newcastle Morning Herald & Mining 
Advocate  
 
1936, August 28 Kong Meng- 10 tons from Jack’s reef for 5 oz. -Argus 
 
1936, October 1 At the half-yearly meeting of the Kong Meng, the chairman, Mr. McKenna, additional areas which had been prospected had 
been acquired at Dargo and a small battery was being used for testing purposes. Plenty of scope was afforded for working the numerous veins 
of ore and prospecting gave promise of remunerative yields. -Argus 
 
1937, March 30 Kong Meng Gold Reefs 
The directors of Kong Meng Gold Reefs N L In their report for the six months ended February 28, state that work on the company’s lease at 
Dargo(V ) was suspended. The Mines Department has been approached for finance-Argus 
 
1937, April 1 At the half yearly meeting of the Kong Meng Gold Reefs NL the directors stated that the battery was unable to cope with a 
reasonable output from the mine and operations had been suspended at Dargo. It was considered that the area already tested was worthy of 
production on a larger scale and the Mines Department was being asked to give financial aid in the erection of a five-head mill. -Argus 
 
1937, July 1  Messrs. A McEvoy and S Morgan crushed three tons of ore from their mine adjoining the Kong Meng lease for a return of 
41oz. of gold-Argus 
 
1938, July 1 KONG MENG TO RESUME 
The management of Kong Meng Gold Reefs N L announces that arrangements are being made to resume operations at Dargo by extending the 
Kong Meng tunnel The Mines Department has approved a grant of £175 on a £1 for £1 basis toward the purchase of ventilation equipment and 
the work proposed which will be done on contract-Argus 

 
Leases 
 
Name  Golden Butterfly, Kong Meng Gold Reefs NL 
 
Location  Black Snake Ck 
 
Lease Number 5187 
 
Applicant  Ronald Aexander Rankin 
 
Date Applied 7.2.1934 
 
Area, acres 13.1.19 
 
Gazetted  24.1.35 
 
Employment- First 6 months 5 
                       Subsequently 7 
 
OTHER   
  Many balance sheets are on file. 
 
  4.4.34 x Mining Surveyor- to R. Rankin  contains disputed land held as a quartz claim by Jack Bros Warden’s Court 
20.3.34. Jack Bros withdrew their claim  
  12.3.35 x McColl, Rankin, Stanistreet to Sec. Mines- request transfer leases 5187 & 5195 tfrom New Star GM to Kong 
Meng Reefs NL (47 000 shares issued ) 
 
  12.8.35 x S. JU. R. Morgan to Mr Brown., Sec. Mines.  Large tract of ground held by eases of Kong Meng. On two leases 
no work has been done for 9 months. One held by Robinson and transferred to Kong Meng has never seen a days work. One held by Pollard & 
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Jones- no work for 12-18 months; one held by Tresize- no work for a long period. The above leases are worth prospecting. The ground is lying 
idle and there is, including myself, several men here receiving Mining Sustenance, who would like to prospect. Request that ground be thrown 
open. 
  
6.5.39 x George Brown, sec.  Your offer of £1235 for the mining machinery and pant of the Kong Meng GRNL is accepted. As the offer is 
subjected to you being granted all rights to leases 5187 & 5195 and the Machinery Site, the Department will secure your interests by a  new 
lease. On leases being void, it will be necessary to repeg. 
 
SUSPENSIONS 6.8.37 3 m- capital 
  5.11.37 2 m- capital 
 
 
 
Name  Kong Meng 
 
Location  Black Snake Creek  
 
Lease Number 5195 
 
Applicant  Ronald Aexander Rankin 
 
Date Applied 10.4.34 
 
Investment   £5 000 
 
See lease 5187 
 
  OTHER 
 5.4.34 x Wright  we hold prospecting lease on area of lease- we object to lease application. Object to our claim in any lease. 
 4.4.34 x Wright & McLean- We have several tunnels, shafts, open cuts on the property representing hundreds of pounds worth of 
hard work, nearly two years of dead work,  in bringing this area into a payable stage. Last crushing of 10 tons returned 40 oz 17 dwt and 
everything is in working order. 
 We are the pioneer prospectors in this area, which meant us cutting several miles of pack tracks to the area in rough and precipitous 
country. 
 We were also the means of attracting many other miners to the area, who are today on good payable values. Wqe are now faced 
with Collins St operators “snowing up”. Iam 65 years old with 40 years in these ranges. 
 3.5.34 x Baragwanath, Mines Dept to Wright no claims will be included in the lease area. 
 2.10.34 South portion of the claim “Cinderella” line excising ~ 180 ft along west boundary and ~ 80 ft on east boundary. Easement 
through balance of claim for proposed extension of the Kong Meng tunnel on Mining Surveyor’s plan 31.7.34. 10 ft wide extends through 
balance of claim for ~ 230 ft5. 300 E of N.Any gold got when crosscutting through easement on Wright & McLean’s claim to be Wright & 
McLean’s property. Rankin to pay Wright & McLean £100 on or before 1.11.34 and they are to receive 500 5/- shares fully paid up in New Star 
Gold Mining Co NL 

 

Next pages are from file of Lease 5195 
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Gazetted  24.8.39 
 
Employment- First 6 months 
                       Subsequently 
 
Void  10.7.40   
 
OTHER  in place of 5195 & 5187 
 
 9.6.39 x Baragwanath- query survey    

 
 
Mining & Gelogical Journal 
 
Vol 1 No 1 July 1937 Operations have been suspended for the greater part of the half year. 
 
Vol 1 No 3  July 1938 
Mine Manager  E. Walsh 
 A tributing party is exploting the Homeward Bound line of reef, and prospecting the western reef. 
 
Vol 2 No 1 July 1939 
Mine Manager  E. Walsh 
Operations suspended pending reconstruction of syndicate 

 

 

The track along Black Snake Creek ends in a tiny turning area, requiring 
multi-point turn around. Too many vehicles may result in some having to 
back up a long and narrow section
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QUEEN BEE   
 
  Black Snake Ck 160 5565-0 
 
 Located close to Gibraltar Road. 
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Newspaper Reports  
 
1897, September  14 A new show has recently been found at the head of Black Snake Creek, about 4 miles from the Dargo township, 
that is said to be the richest that has been discovered since the old days. It is situated in new country of a nice slate and sandstone formation 
which has not had a pick in it until three months ago. The reef is running nearly due east and west, on top of the divide running up to Grant. A 
small leader was first sank upon for 20 feet, underlying south; they have straightened up the shaft and sunk for 50 ft when they again cut the 
reef underlying south, and they went down 20 ft on the reef making altogether 70 ft. The formation is 3 ft wide, one foot of it being of solid 
stone and the balance being of a rubbly quartz which contains some very rich specimens showing coarse gold of a high grade all through. They 
have driven 16 ft south from the bottom of the shaft and the reef has averaged 3 ft, occasionally pinching, but when it has done this the stone 
has become richer. There are 23 tons of good stone at grass; the poorer stuff is not being saved at present as it costs too much to cart to the 
battery. They intend to take out a crushing of 50 tons and expect to get it to the battery in about seven weeks time.  The property belongs to a 
local syndicate and some excitement was caused in the township…..the richness of some of the specimens…- Omeo Standard 
 
1897, October 18  (poss)All preliminary work done. Now in full work on new shaft.-Argus 
 
1897, November 27 A crushing of 31 tons from Mr. Caloe s mine the Queen Bee, Black Snake Creek, Dargo, has yielded -48 oz-Argus 
 
1897, December 30 The Queen Bee, four miles from Dargo, 53 tons yielded 49 oz. -Argus 
 
1898, January 7 Have crushed 36 tons for 45 oz. The mine is situated at the head of Black Snake Creek, four miles from Dargo township; the 
reef is running nearly east and west on top of the divide going up to Grant. The formation is three feet wide, about a foot being solid stone and 
the balance rubbly quartz which contains some rich specimens showing coarse gold of a high grade all through.  …- Omeo Standard 
 
1898, January 8 33 tons, 49oz - Australian Town & Country Journal; Australasian 
 
1898, September 29      Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate- Extended drive from tunnel 12ft, total 20ft; reef 18in. at top of drive, making 
underfoot and carrying a little gold throughout. No 2 shaft sunk 3ft; reef 1ft; prospects from 1 to 2 oz. Two men at work this week. -Gippsland 
Times  

 
1898, October 27 Drive extd  6ft; total 72. No 2 shaft sunk 6ft; total 30. Logging up shaft, putting windlass on and cutting out quartz paddock. 
Water making in drive, reef in drive indecipherable -Gippsland Times 
 
1898, November 24 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate- Extended drive 10ft, total 104ft; reef -Gippsland Times 15in. Prospects improved since 
last report. Starting to block out stone for crushing. 
 
1898, December 5 The Queen Bee Syndicate, 4 miles west of the township of Dargo, are taking out a crushing. Some good stone is being 
obtained, expected to average from 1 ½ to 2 oz. The reef is two feet wide.- Bairnsdale Advertiser 
 
1900, February 26 On the Crooked River the dry weather is retarding  mining, as, in con sequence of most of the batteries being driven by 
water-power, they have had to hang up. Queen Bee are crushing stone at the Red Rose battery, Good Luck Creek; 25dwt. per ton is expected. -
Argus 
 
1900, June 14 The Queen Bee, Black Snake Creek are raising 2oz stone, but the cost of packing same to battery was so heavy that the 
shareholders acquired the battery erected recently at the Glengarry mine, Talbotville,, and will start erecting same at once. -Argus  
 
1900, July 23 Bed logs for battery ready except one. -Gippsland Times 

 
1900, August 20 At the Queen Bee, Black Snake Creek, the bedding timbers for the battery are being hauled in, and will be placed in position 
forthwith. The race to carry water to the mill is being rapidly pushed on, five chains of fluming being completed. The Glengarry battery, which 
was purchased by this company, has been dismantled, and is now on the top of the range above the battery site, and will be delivered upon the 
spot in a week’s time. -Argus 
 
1900, August 20 Completed 4 chains fluming. Machinery on top of hill. Expect have delivered about 15th-Argus 
 
1900, September 20 Queen Bee, Black Snake Creek, is breaking ounce stone-Argus 
 
1900, September 24 At the Queen Bee, Black Snake, it has been found impossible to utilize the Pelton wheel bought with the Zengarry  
(Glengarry?)battery, and a steam engine has been obtained. -Argus 
 
1900, October 22  The erection of the Queen Bee battery, Black Snake Creek, has given an impetus to local mining and the Kauri and 
Crinoline reefs are being worked again and prospecting is going on. -Argus 
 
1901, March 25 QUEEN BEE G.M.S. (Dargo). The manager reports :-Contractor left Sale with engine on Saturday, 23rd inst. -Gippsland Times 
 
1901, April 8 At the Queen Bee, crushing will be started shortly. An engine to work the battery has been procured, and is on its way to the 
mine. -Argus 
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1901, December 12  Have let contract for firewood. Surveyed sleigh road and started cutting it. Will start work in the mine this week.-
Gippsland Times 
 
1901, December 19  Have completed ten chains of sleigh road and got tunnel cleaned up and timbered. Will start in the stopes next 
week.-Gippsland Times 
 
1901m December 23 Completed ten chains sleigh road. Tunnel cleaned up. Start in stopes next week. -Argus 
 
1901, December 25 The Queen Bee, Black Snake Creek, are energetically pushing on work, and have just crushed 106 tons. 50 tons of this was 
picked up, and yielded 1oz per ton, the balance going 17dwt. The crushing leaves the company with a substantial credit balance. The manager 
reports 2000 tons of payable stone in sight. -Argus 
 
1902, January 16 Manager reports 11/1/02- Have had all hands working in the mine this week. Stopes looking well. Reef highly payable about 
12in. thick. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, January 20 Stopes looking well; reef highly payable; about 1ft-Argus 
 
1902, January 23 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate(Dargo). Tho manager reports, 18/1/02  All the stopes on payable stone, but stone is slow 
coming out owing to the rotten nature of the ground, which requires an unusual amount of timber. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, January 30 Manager reports 25/1/02- Have picked up chute of gold at 100ft level. Must be continuation of chute where first and 
second crushing came from. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, February 3 Picked up shoot gold at 150ft level; must be continuation shoot whence first and second crushings came. -Argus 
 
1902, February 13 Manager reports – Have broken into old workings where first crushing came from. Will start stoping now from 50ft level. -
Gippsland Times 

 
1902, January 13 Have picked up schute of gold at the 100ft level. Must be continuation of schute where first and second crushings came 
from .-Gippsland Times 
 
1902, February 2 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. The manager reports 1/2/02- Reef 15in. wide, and looking well; can see gold in breaking 
down. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, February 10 QUEEN BEE Gold -Mining Syndicate. (Dargo). The manager reports, 1/2102: 'Reef-15in wide; and looking well; can see gold 
in breaking down. -Gippsland Times - 
 
1902, February 13 Have broken into old workings where first crushing came from. Will start stoping now from 50ft level.-Gippsland Times 
 
1902, February 17 8th-Broken into old workings where first crushing came from. Will start stoping from 50ft level. -Argus 
 
1902, February 20 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. The manager reports 15/2/02- Have run all mullock out of old stopes; reef 2ft wide. Can 
see gold in face. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, February 24 Run all mullock out of old stopes; reef 2ft wide. Can see gold in face. -Argus 
 
1902, March 6  Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. The manager reports  1/3/02- Have trucked 40 tons into paddock. Will truck 
out balance as required. Start delivery quartz at battery next week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, March 10 Queen Bee, Dargo, 8th -Trucked 40 tons stone into paddock, Start delivering stone at battery next week-Argus 
 
1902, March 13 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. The manager reports 8/2/02- Contractors started delivering stone at hopper on 5 th inst. 
Delivered 12 ½ tons, expect to get on better next week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, March 17 Contractor delivered 15 ½ tons at hopper. -Argus 
 
1902, March 20  Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. The manager reports 15/2/02- Contractor delivered 31 tons stone at battery. 
Will have to wait for rain to complete. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, March 24 Contractor delivered 31 tons stone; have to wait for rain before completing contract. --Argus 
 
1902, March 27  QUEEN BEE Gold Mining Syndicate (Dargo). The manager report, 22/3/02: Have trucked out balance of stone to 
paddock. Will carry on work in the mine until we get water to go-Gippsland Times 
 
1902, April 1 Queen Bee, 22nd -Trucked out balance of stone to paddock. Will carry on work in mine until get to crush-Argus 
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1902, April 3  QUEEN BEE Gold Mining Syndicate (Dargo). The manager reports, 29/3/02:-  
Have battery ready for crushing on 1st April. Had a visit from directors, who were well satisfied with prospects-Gippsland Times 
 
1902, April 10 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. The manager reports-5/4/02- Started crushing on 1st April, 20 tons gone through, plates 
looking well. Start delivering stone again on 7 th inst. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, April 24 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. The manager reports Crushing completed, 41 tons yielding. 240oz. 6dwts smelted gold, 
principally off the plates. The mine manager states that the battery boxes showed traces of lead, and investigation proved its presence in 
considerable quantities. Further careful inquiry is to the made into the matter. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, May 8 Queen Bee Gold Mining Syndicate. Contractor reports Tunnel driven 8ft, total 126ft. Country hard. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, May 10 Contractor reports:- Tunnel driven to 128ft. Country hard.-Gippsland Times 
 
1902, June 13 The manager reports, 8/1/02: Contractor started delivering stone at hopper on 5th inst. Delivered 12 tons, expect to get on 
better next week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, August 11 Queen Bee G.M. Co , Dargo.- The manager reports for the fortnight ending Aug. 2. -Engaged re-timbering and making 
workings safe; men stoping and driving. ; three tons at grass; will, make better headway' from now on. Opened up reef 250 feet from main shaft; 
prospects good. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, September 8 QUEEN BEE G.M. SYNDICATE (Dargo).30 8 02:-Stoping at 50ft level and 60ft east of main shaft; prospects encouraging; 21 
tons at grass. Had visit from Mining Inspector, who found everything secure. -Gippsland Times 
 
1902, September 22   Stoping at 50ft level; reef 18in; prospects fair; 29 tons at grass. -Argus 
 
1902, October 6 E drive 50ft level Stoping, country softer. Surface stopes- quartz pinching. Shoot E –trenching; breaking stone, prospects 
good. Ten tons broken. -Argus 
 
1902, October 27 45 tons of stone at battery. Crushing delayed through breaking pulley wheel. -Argus 
 
1903, January 22 43 tons crushed yielded 7oz 12dwt. It is anticipated that the plates will yield a further 10oz.-Gippsland Times 
 
1903, June 4 John Jenkins has got the Queen Bee on tribute also-Gippsland Times 

 
Leases 
 
Name  Queen Bee GMCo 
 
Location  head Black Snake Ck 
 
Lease Number 3074 
 
Applicant  Patrick  Martin Coloe 
 
Date Applied 1.9.97 
 
Area, acres 29.3.24 
 
Rental       £3/15/- 
 
Gazetted  4.2.98 
 
Leased from (15 years) 4.4.98 
 
Employment- First 6 months   4 
                       Subsequently  12 
 
Void  2.3.00    
 
SUSPENSIONS 
 
 11.8.99 3 m 
 
 
Name  Queen Bee 
 
Location  Dargo 
 
Lease Number 3698 
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Applicant  John Jenkins, Patrick O’Grady 
 
Date Applied 10.3.00 
 
Area, acres 29.3.24 
 
Rental       £3/15/- 
 
Gazetted  10.8.00 
 
Employment- First 6 months  4 
                       Subsequently  12 
 
Void  27.1.04    
 
SUSPENSIONS 16.11.01 1 m 
  5.2.03 3 m 
  4.5.03 1 m 
  11.5.03 1 m 
 

SPECIMEN HILL 
 
Newspaper Reports 
 
1865, March 8 A reef has been discovered at the head of Black Snake Creek by Joseph  …..It has been registered as the Specimen Hill.-
Gippsland Times  
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1866, June 28 The Specimen Hill is also looking well. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October  15 The Specimen Hill have started work again, and are stoping from the tunnel and raising some very good stone; they have 
altogether about 100 tons ready for the mill. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October 22 The Specimen Hill  have sunk a shaft below the level of their tunnel, and are getting some very good stone. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1867, October 29 The Kong Meng Company (registered) are busily engaged erecting their machine. They expect to finish in about two weeks. 
This is the first small machine yet erected here, and should it answer, they will have plenty of work, the Specimen Hill claim alone having about 
150 tons ready for crushing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, February 22 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim are still sinking; they are now below the level of the creek and are troubled with 
water.................are making slow progress. They are pushing on their preparation for the erection of their machine.....shares have changed hands 
this week at a moderate figure. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, March 24 The alterations to the Black Snake machine are now completed, and the machine is working first rate. Mr Duncan, the 
engineer, is now crushing the stone taken as part payment for the erection of the machine, and will finish this week. They will then crush a parcel 
from the Specimen Hill claim.  
 The Specimen Hill Company have been engaged for the past two weeks in getting the battery up the hill from the Globe Company’s 
machine which they purchased for the machine they are erecting in Black Snake Creek. They will commence carting it to its destination at once. 
The Crinoline, which is to be worked in connection with this machine, is looking first rate. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, March 31 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have let a contract for packing 50 tons to the Kong Meng Company’s machine. They 
intend crushing 50 tons. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, April  7 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have commenced crushing at the Kong Meng Company’s machine; it will be about 
three weeks before they will finish; the yield is expected to be very fair. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 2 The Specimen Hill prospecting claim, on tribute, are stoping from a level of SO feet below the tunnel, and are raising 
payable stone. They have about 20 tons out. 
The Black Snake claims are doing little or nothing, and seem to be in such an in comprehensible muddle that it will take a clever lawyer to tell 
the beginning or the probable end of it. The Specimen Hill machine is completed and will start working next week, but will be rather short of 
water until we get some rain. Should this small machine be a success-of which there seems to be no reasonable doubt-it will materially assist the 
opening up of a good few reefs in this locality.Gippsland Times   
 
1868, June 9 The Specimen Hill machine is completed, but they are unable to start in consequence of the screws for the belt not having 
arrived. They will probably be able to start working next week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 16 The Specimen Hill machine was started yesterday, and, I am informed, worked smoothly, but they will not be able to work 
more than two heads until we get some rain. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 13 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim will commence crushing at the company’s machine next week. They will have about 30 
tons of stone, from which a very fair yield is expected. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 21 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have commenced packing to the machine, and will commence crushing early in the 
ensuing week. The yield is expected to be payable. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 28 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim are crushing but have not yet finished. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 4 The Specimen Hill machine are only able to crush with two heads, in consequence of the scarcity of water. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August  11 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim crushed this week 18 tons of stone at the Specimen Hill (Wilkins) machine, which 
yielded an average of 1 ½ oz to the ton. They have about 30 tons more to put through. Up to the present time they have only been able to 
crush with two heads of stampers..........lift which they believe will enable them to use four heads. Some shares in this claim changed hands this 
week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August  29 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have commenced crushing at the Wilkins machine, and will put through about 80 tons, 
which is expected to average about 15 dwt to the ton. -Gippsland Times 

1866, August 15 The discovery of two new reefs have been made known during the week. One situated on a spur adjoining the Uncle Tom 
lease, has been registered by Messrs Johns and Lightbound under the name of the Aunt Dinah; the other, the Maori Queen, is at the Black Snake. 
The specimens from each have a very payable appearance, but as work has been commenced on both, there will soon be a more reliable test on 
their value.-Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek Advertiser  
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Unknown 3259    Black Snake Ck 1575 557 
Unknown 3260    Black Snake Ck 160 562 
 
 A group of workings roughly in line with the Queen Bee and just outside the Queen Bee lease to the west. The 
westernmost cut has a large mullock for the size of the working, but there is no evidence of a shaft at the end of the cut and 
there is certainly no adit. The cuts off the large platform to the east are collapsed and may have been adits. 

Unknown 3261    Black Snake Ck 1595 5625 
Unknown 3262    Black Snake Ck 1595 5625 
Unknown 3263    Black Snake Ck 159 563 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.

Map overlay by Fred Sargent, with whom Copyright resides.



LUCAS AND JONES 
 
Newspaper Reports  
 
1933, July 31 R and F. Lucas and W. Jones are developing a show about a quarter of a mile from the Queen Bee, which is showing gold 
freely in the face. The reef varies in size, averaging about 1 foot. The prospects are very encouraging. W. Jones has an option on Walsh and 
Hannan's show for two months, with the object of forming a company, it is believed, we understand, that there is a little. -Gippsland Times  
 
1933, August 24 Messrs Joe Wright, Lucas and Jones appear to be on good spots, and we wish them every success, if they create a rush to 
Black Snake Creek. Mr. T. Pomeroy and Sam Wright, prospectors from Dargo, visited Stratford during the week.-Gippsland Times  
 
1934, November 29    Messrs Jones and Lucas crushed 10 tons stone with the result 35oz gold.-Gippsland Times  

Artifacts at site of battery where track passing original 
Crinoline meets the Black Snake Creek track.
                                                                                 Fred Sargent Photo
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Unknown 3259    Black Snake Ck 1575 557 
Unknown 3260    Black Snake Ck 160 562 
 
 A group of workings roughly in line with the Queen Bee and just outside the Queen Bee lease to the west. The 
westernmost cut has a large mullock for the size of the working, but there is no evidence of a shaft at the end of the cut and 
there is certainly no adit. The cuts off the large platform to the east are collapsed and may have been adits. 
 

Unknown 3257    Black Snake Ck 1575 5565 
Unknown 3258    Black Snake Ck 157-75 557 



SPECIMEN HILL 
 
Newspaper Reports 
 
1865, March 8 A reef has been discovered at the head of Black Snake Creek by Joseph  …..It has been registered as the Specimen Hill.-
Gippsland Times  
 1866, June 28 The Specimen Hill is also looking well. -Gippsland Times 

 
1867, October  15 The Specimen Hill have started work again, and are stoping from the tunnel and raising some very good stone; they have 
altogether about 100 tons ready for the mill. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October 22 The Specimen Hill  have sunk a shaft below the level of their tunnel, and are getting some very good stone. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1867, October 29 The Kong Meng Company (registered) are busily engaged erecting their machine. They expect to finish in about two weeks. 
This is the first small machine yet erected here, and should it answer, they will have plenty of work, the Specimen Hill claim alone having about 
150 tons ready for crushing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, February 22 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim are still sinking; they are now below the level of the creek and are troubled with 
water.................are making slow progress. They are pushing on their preparation for the erection of their machine.....shares have changed hands 
this week at a moderate figure. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, March 24 The alterations to the Black Snake machine are now completed, and the machine is working first rate. Mr Duncan, the 
engineer, is now crushing the stone taken as part payment for the erection of the machine, and will finish this week. They will then crush a parcel 
from the Specimen Hill claim.  
 The Specimen Hill Company have been engaged for the past two weeks in getting the battery up the hill from the Globe Company’s 
machine which they purchased for the machine they are erecting in Black Snake Creek. They will commence carting it to its destination at once. 
The Crinoline, which is to be worked in connection with this machine, is looking first rate. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, March 31 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have let a contract for packing 50 tons to the Kong Meng Company’s machine. They 
intend crushing 50 tons. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, April  7 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have commenced crushing at the Kong Meng Company’s machine; it will be about 
three weeks before they will finish; the yield is expected to be very fair. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 2 The Specimen Hill prospecting claim, on tribute, are stoping from a level of SO feet below the tunnel, and are raising 
payable stone. They have about 20 tons out. 
The Black Snake claims are doing little or nothing, and seem to be in such an in comprehensible muddle that it will take a clever lawyer to tell 
the beginning or the probable end of it. The Specimen Hill machine is completed and will start working next week, but will be rather short of 
water until we get some rain. Should this small machine be a success-of which there seems to be no reasonable doubt-it will materially assist the 
opening up of a good few reefs in this locality.Gippsland Times   
 
1868, June 9 The Specimen Hill machine is completed, but they are unable to start in consequence of the screws for the belt not having 
arrived. They will probably be able to start working next week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 16 The Specimen Hill machine was started yesterday, and, I am informed, worked smoothly, but they will not be able to work 
more than two heads until we get some rain. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 13 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim will commence crushing at the company’s machine next week. They will have about 30 
tons of stone, from which a very fair yield is expected. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 21 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have commenced packing to the machine, and will commence crushing early in the 
ensuing week. The yield is expected to be payable. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 28 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim are crushing but have not yet finished. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 4 The Specimen Hill machine are only able to crush with two heads, in consequence of the scarcity of water. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August  11 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim crushed this week 18 tons of stone at the Specimen Hill (Wilkins) machine, which 
yielded an average of 1 ½ oz to the ton. They have about 30 tons more to put through. Up to the present time they have only been able to 
crush with two heads of stampers..........lift which they believe will enable them to use four heads. Some shares in this claim changed hands this 
week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August  29 The Specimen Hill Prospecting Claim have commenced crushing at the Wilkins machine, and will put through about 80 tons, 
which is expected to average about 15 dwt to the ton. -Gippsland Times 

 



 
 

BLACK SNAKE  
 
 Probably the BOOTLACE as well as the KONG MENG. 
 
Newspaper Reports 
 
1866, May 10 The company on the Black Snake Reef have driver their tunnel 100 feet, and have obtained what the 
proprietors consider payable stone all the distance, and intend driving 100 feet further. I have been shown by one of the 
proprietors (Mr. Kitchingman), a photograph of a small engine intended for this reef, calculated to crush from 25 to 30 tons per 
week, with which he confidently assured me he could make quartz pay we that will average an ounce to the ton, which they feel 
certain the Black Snake Reef will do. I certainly wish them success, for should this small machine prove a payable speculation 
many others will, I believe, find their way to this district, as many reefs hero that will not pay the enormous expense incurred 
through packing, may pay very well with a small machine erected near the claims.- Gippsland Times  
 
1866, June 28 I have been informed on reliable authority that the Black Snake Company have this week struck some first 
rate stone. One of the shareholders of this company is now in Melbourne making arrangements for machinery. A considerable 
amount of work has been done in this claim, and with a small machine will, I believe, pay well. - Gippsland Times  
 

1866, August 25  Speaking of the first trial of this new invention, the Age has the following:-' A trial of a new patent quartz-
crushing machine took place on Saturday, at Messrs. Wilson and Gordon's works, Flemington-road. The machine although 
resembling those in general use, differs in one important respect. It is worked by an engine in the usual manner, but the 
stampers are lifted by friction produced by two sets of wheels, one set of which are half circular, and in their revolving motion 
catch the shanks of the stampers at any height along the bar. By this means the stamper is always lifted a regular distance from 
the foundation on which it falls, so that whatever quantity of quartz is under the head of the stamper it will still rise one certain 
height.  The machine which was tried on Saturday has been manufactured for a party of working miners over the Black Snake 
reef, Crooked River, and is calculated to crush thirty tons of stone a week. It has four head of stampers of three cwt. to the fall, 
and is driven by an engine of three horse   power. The weight of the entire machine is about one and a half tons, and the cost 
£150.' - Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek Advertiser   
 
1867, August  13 Nos 1 & 2 south, Black Snake reef, have a small portion of their stone at the Jungle machine, but the Kong 
Meng Company have obtained an injunction against them, they will not be able to proceed any further until the case of 
encroachment is disposed of, which will come on next week in the warden’s court.  The stone from the claim looks very fair, and 
will, I believe, yield 2 oz to the ton. - Gippsland Times 
 
1867, August  24 Grant, August 15. GRANT WARDEN'S COURT.' (Before Walter Butler, Esq., Warden.)  
 John Adams and Henry Hearne v. Thomas Nash, Spong, G. Rilley. L. Kong   Meng and others 
 Application to be put a in possession of the Black Snake Pros pecting Claim. Mr. Spong for defendants, took a 
preliminary objection to the hearing of the case, on the ground that the individual shareholders had been  summoned, and they 
were subscribers to a deed of registration as a limited liability company, and therefore should be summoned as such. In answer 
to the Warden, Mr. Spong said the ground had  not been transferred by the Mining Register from his books, and still stood  in 
the names of the original shareholders.  Mr. Spong said he had only that day received by mail, the necessary document signed 
by the shareholders, authorising  the transfer to the company, and could now, in a few minutes, effect the transfer.  
 The Warden said it was too late, and  said it would not do to wait until he  was summoned, and then start to do  what 
should have been done before. The mere registration did not make them a company for any particular purpose, and unless the 
shares were transferred from the original shareholders, the company had no title.  
 Mr. Spong held that even allowing the transfer was not effected that they were protected by their application for 
lease. The Warden said it appeared the defendants had hold the ground under three titles, first as individuals, second as a 
registered company, and third as applicants for a lease. There was no doubt that the company had no claim to the ground, and 
the only course open to the present plaintiffs, was to summon the individual shareholders. Great negligence was shwn by the 

The following are Fred Sargent’s notes, and relate to the mines also worked as Bootlace and 
Kong Meng. Readers will note some common material with previous notes.
Note that both Black Snake and Kong Meng were being worked at the same time, and a conflict 
of territory obviously existed.

22 Oct 1867, Gippsland Times



company, considering that the company was registered on the 6th of April,  and the shares were not yet transferred from the 
registrar's books.  
 In answer to the Warden, Mr. Spong said he claimed to be protected under his application for lease.  
  John Adams sworn, said the ground had been left unworked a considerable time, and was ground that would pay 
working men well. Produced and agreement by which he had some time previously been engaged to work for the Kong Meng 
Company. The Warden said the agreement was worth nothing, for the legal manager was never in possession of this ground. 
Was employed building a hut.  It was not on any portion of the claim. Left working for the comany on the 6th July, and no work 
had been done since that date. Applied to be put in possession on 19th July, to Mr. Spong. 6th Jnly was the last day he worked 
for the company, and helped to unload a portion of a steam engine on that day. Follow Hearne and himself were working 
together. Mr. Nevins never worked. Mr. Spong here, produced a memorandum of directions to work the claim, signed by both 
the present plaintiffs. Adams said the last work done for the company was on the 6th, and that he had been on the ground 
every day since, but no, work had been done. 
  Charles Nevins, examined by Mr Spong, I am a Mining Engineer. On the 10th July, at 8 o'clock p.m., I posted notices 
required by the leasing rogulations on the ,Black Snake and Gipsy Queen claims. I also pegged the ground as required on the 
same morning. Mr. Spong sworn,stated on 11tlh July, I posted a notice of application of lease on the Warden's office. On same 
day published it in Gippsland Times, and as stated in the application had after the lapse of seven days lodged the money, with 
Warden's clerk.    The Warden asked why it was not done within seven days, and said the orders in Council said that the 
application mus' be lodged within seven days, and unless they were complied with no person could obtain a lease. The mere 
posting of notices and publication in a newspaper were only preliminary matters required by the regulations, and beyond that 
gave no title to the land.  
 Mr. Spong said, that by section 28th, although the regulationsmay not have been complied with in every particular, 
the Minister of Mines still had power to grant or refuse the applidation.  
 The Warden said the first thing necessary was to comply with the orders in Council, and it was evident they had not 
done so. Until the application was lodged in the Warden's oflice, no application was made. In this district alone  hundreds of 
applications had been posted up for ground which had never been applied for, and it was to put a stop to this, that the present 
regulations had been made. In the absence of the surveyor, no decision could be given. On being hard pressed by Mr. Spong 
the Warden said he would not record half a decision, but as far as he would see at presenht, that he should on his next visit give 
the applicants the ground, providing a plan was produced, so that he could see what ground he was giving them.  
  Mr. Spong  said whether the order was made now, or a month hence, he should appeal.  
  The Warden said he had merely expressed his opinion because Mr. Spong wished it and would write the case 
adjourned to 12th September. - Gippsland Times  
 
1867, September  10 A police court case was heard here this week. Nevins v. Adams and Hearne, for using language 
calculated to create a breach of the peace.. It many be remembered that the defendants in thiss case were applicants in the last 
warden's court to be put in possession of a portion of the Black Snake prospecting claim, and the present case arose concerning 
tile right of the company to remove the stone. It appears a party had taken the stone already out as payment for the erection of 
the company's machine and on attemptnng to remove it, were prevented by the defendants,who refused to allow it to be 
shifted until the case now pending in the warden's court was settled, or unless a warden’s order for removing it was obtained. 
From the evidence given, the Bench did not consider thecase proven and dismissed it without costs. One of the party who have 
taken the contract for the erection of the machine has sincec posted off to Sale, in order to try and obtain a warden's order 
authorisng it's removal. By this time next week the case will be settled. At least so far as this court is concerned, for it is, certain 
the company will appeal if the case is given against them, It appears to be the invariable rule in this district that where claims 
have been for any length of time suspended, for a legal light to occur concerning the proper ownership, in fact, it seems that, 
the original owners only begin to discover that the claims are of value when some other person makes application for them. 
- Gippsland Times 
 
1867, September  21 

WARDEN'S COURT. Grant, September 12. (Before Walter Butler, Esq., Warden.) 
 ADAMS AND HEARNE V. SPONG, PILLEY, KONG MENG, AND OTHERS.  
 Application to be put in possession of the Black Snake Prospecting Claim. This case had been adjourned from the last 
court, for the production of a plan. Mr. Spong for defendants, explained that since the last hearing, the shares had been 
transferred from the individual share. holders, to the (registered) company, and wished to know if the company would now be 
heard as defendants. The Warden said no registered company was before him, and he could only deal with the names 
appearing in the summons.  
 John Grimes Peers, sworn: I am Mining Surveyor for the district. I have made a survey of ground applied for by Adams 
and Hearne. The plan produced is a correct one. To Mr. Spong: I made the plan for Adams and Hearne. I show on the plan the 
position of the shafts and tunnel on the ground applied for; and also show by dotted lines, the boundaries of the round applied 
for as a lease.  
 The Warden said the applicants had, at the previous hearing, given all the evidence they had to bring forward, and it 
would be useless to repeat it all over again, but that Mr. Spong could examine them if he wished, but that he must obtain from 
the witnesses during the first examination, all the evidence he required, as he (the Warden) would not allow continual re-
examinations.  
 Charles Nevins, sworn, examined by Mr. Spong: On 6th of July there were four men working on the Black Snake Claim, 
and on the 13th July, two men were working, and the same on the 20th and 27th. The Warden asked why this witness had not 



been asked these questions at the last hearing, the evidence given at the former hearing was, that Adams and Hearne, had been 
working the Black Snake Claim, and two others the Gipsy Queen. Witness said he had worked for both claims. Mr. Spong said he 
had been unable to bring out this evidence on last court day, in consequence of the absence of the witness Pellow, whom he 
would shortly examine. 
 The Warden said the present witness could have been asked the same questions before, but it was apparent from the 
manner in which this evidence was given, that the call for the defence had been tried to be, made good since last court, and 
warned the witness that he could be sent to gaol for prevarication and to be very careful in answering questions. To the 
Warden-On the 8th of July I was working at the hut on the company's ground, and travelling in and out of Grant in connection 
with law business. Could not say what amount of time I spent in working at the hut. Mr. Spong-What day did you paint the 
lease boards? The Warden said it was nothing what as the witness might have been doing on any particular day in Grant. 
Painting loose boards could have nothing to do with working a prospecting claim, and until the application for lease was 
lodged in the Warden's office, it was still incumbent on them to keep two men employed on the claim. To the Warden-I cannot 
tell what I might have been doing on any particular day. The dates spoken of only refer to 5 weeks ending on each date. The 
entries were not written on the dates stated in the book. The entries were made at two or three different times. To Adams-I was 
in Grant on the 8th July.  Adams said the witness had previously sworn that he was working on the claim that day.  To Mr. 
Spong-On the 10th of July I pegged off the ground for lease. Fellow was with me. The entries in the wages book were all made 
by me, and made up from notes in my pocket book. The entries show that the men named were working for the claim on the 
dates specified. The Warden said that on the last occasion the defence was that no work was needed, in consequence of the 
ground being applied for as a lease; now it appeared that a different line of defence had been taken altogether. To Mr. Spong-
Could not swear specially as to any particular date. Could you at any future time be more certain? The Warden said this was not 
a fair question, and if witness could give a more decided answer, he could give it now just as well as at any future time, and if he 
prevaricated, would be sent to gaol.  William Fellow examined by Mr Spong  -I worked four weeks and four days for the Kong 
Meng Company. Could not swear on what date I commenced to work. Was paid on the 29th June for four days' work. -I worked 
part of two weeks with Adams and Hearne, but could not tell the date. When Adams and Hearne left,  Mr. Nevins sometimes 
worked with me. I commenced some time in June, after Adams and Hearne left. I worked at the hut on the 8th of July.  On the 
10th I worked on the machine site. I believe I worked altogether four weeks and four days. To the Warden: I lived on a piece of 
ground not on either of the claims. I signed an agreement previous to commencing to work for the company. I have a copy of it 
at home. The witness was ordered to produce the agreement.  
 Mr. Spong, sworn, said that in conseequence of Mr. Pavey, the solicitor to the company, not having forwarded the 
documents in connection with the lease, he  was unable to enter fully into this portion of the case.  
 The Warden said he did not want to know what Mr. Pavey had not done, but wanted evidence; and if Mr. Spong 
stood  to give evidence, he must do so or sit down.  
 Mr Spong said if the Warden would allow him to look at his affidavits to the the Minister of Mines, he could go on.  
 The Warden said this request could not be complied with. 
 Witness then asked the Warden to make note that he was unable to produce the papers in connection with the lease, 
but the Warden refused. 
 The Warden: Did you, within 7 days  from the date of the publication of your application for lease, lodge £15 in this 
office, togethler with your application to the Minister of Mines? 
 Mr. Spong said he could only answer the question in his own way. 
 The Warden said he would have a direct answer, and as Mr. Spong refused to give it he would answer it forhim, and 
could tell him that he had not complied with the regulations. 
 William Fellew (examination continued) produced agreement by which he was engaged to work for the Kong Meng 
Company.  To Adams: Could not say who was working with me on any particular day.  Nevins worked with me at the hut.  To 
Warden : Could not say what amount of work Nevins did. To the of best of my belief he might have done two days work. He 
was mostly engaged at walking about doing business for the company. On the 10th July I put two pegs in the ground applied 
for under lease. In Could not say who put in the other two. The building of the hut took considerably longer than it should have 
done.  
  Hearne, examined by Mr Spong : On 17th June I went to work for the  Kong Meng Company. (The Warden said the 
question did not affect the case). The 6th of July was the last day I worked for the company. Four men ought to put  up the hut 
in five weeks. From Monday y to Thursday, no work was done on the claim. Will not swear that no work was done for the 
company. Had been watching the claim for several days previous to making application for it.  
  John Adams, examined by Mr Spong : The 6th July was the last day I worked for the company-that was on Saturday, 
on the 8th, 9th and 10th. I saw Fellew working at the company's hut.  The warden said Mr Spong was asking questions which 
were of no service whatever, and the dates that work should be a proved were the four days previous to a the date of the 
summons, which would be the 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th, for it a did not matter if work was done on the days previous to the 
15th. The summons was dated the 19th, and the proof required was for 90 hours previous to that date. To Mr Spong: I was in 
Grant on the  16th, 17th and 18th. Hearne was in Grant  on the 15th, on the Black Snake on the 16th and 17th, and came into 
Grant on the 18th to take out summonses.  Mr Spong wished to re-examine Nevins and Fellow.  The Warden, however, 
objected, saying  Mr Spong had every opportunity given him to examine the witness. Mr Spong said he had not been previously 
aware of the proper date. The Warden said he had given Mr Spong warning at the commencement of the case about the 
examination of witnesses, and to allow witnesses to be re-examined after hearing the whole of the evidence would be giving 
them an opportunity of knowing what to say to make  their case good, and tend towards enacouraging not only prevarication 
but also a perjury, and he would not encourage any such system.  
  Mr Spong said he did not think any such thing would occur, as the witness was a Freemason, and would not tell a lie.  



 The Warden said that such a thing had only once before been advanced before I him, and he had on that occasion 
detected the man making a masonic sign, if and had written to the office with which  he was connected and had him dismissed, 
and he had no doubt he could do the same in the present case with the same result.  
 Mr. Spong argued that the claim having been registered under the Beechworth bye-laws of 1864. they were under 
those laws entitled to six days grace before the claim was jumpable. 
 The Warden said that was for him to decide, and  Mr Spong argued that the members of the registered company 
having been shareholders in the co-operative company, they could still hold a title to the ground. The Warden said on the last 
occasion Mr. Spong had elected to stand on the lease, which having been proved to be bad they now went on their 
miners'rights, and no work was done on the claim for four days previous to the date of the summons. Work, not on the claim, 
had been proved to have been done for the company, but even if the work had been done on the claim until the last few days 
the ground had not been transferred to the company, and, consequently, they had no title. The application for the lease vase 
not made until the summonses were issued,and, therefore, he did not think the company were ever in possession of the ground, 
and found that the claim was abandoned, and placed applicants in possession. 
  Mr Spong gave notice of appeal. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October  8 Nos 1 and 2 South Black Snake Reef are raising some very good stone, but will have to stop work at once, 
an injunction having been served to-day on account of the Kong Meng Company, so that no more work will be done until the 
appeal is heard at the next Court of Mines- Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October 22 Nos 1 and 2 South Black Snake are still raising stone. It appears the report concerning the service of the 
injunction was incorrect; there was only a notice written and served by the Kong Meng Company’s solicitor. The shareholders 
commence packing to the Jungle machine to-day, so that of the company have obtained an injunction, the present action of 
the shareholders will very soon cause it to be secured. - Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October  29 Nos 1 and 2 South Black Snake Reef have ceased working, in consequence of having been served an 
injunction by the Kong Meng Company. This claim will now remain idle until the hearing of the appeal at the next Court of 
Mines at Sale. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, January  4 Nos 1, 2 & 3 South Black Snake Reef (Langridge’s) have commenced crushing, and have put through about 
20 tons They intend washing up today. The yield is expected to be one and a half ounces to the ton.  Their next lot they intend 
to crush 100 tons. - Gippsland Times 
1868, Jan 11 Nos 1, 2 & 3 South Black Snake Reef crushed this week 19 tons at the Jungle machine, the yield being a 
little over one and a half ounces to the ton . They will commence crushing again in 10 days. 
 
1868, January  18 Nos 1, 2 & 3 South Black Snake Reef expect the packers to commence packing again this week to the 
Jungle machine; they intend crushing 50 tons; they are raising  some very fair stone. 
 
 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim  have this week struck some very good stone in their tunnel at a level of 20 feet 
below the working of No 1, 2 & 3- Gippsland Times 
 
1868, February 13 Nos 1, 2 & 3 South Black Snake Reef have commenced crushing at the Jungle machine; they will have 
about 18 tons. The litigation over these claims has not yet ceased. There will be another hearing at Sale on the 19 th inst. -
Gippsland Times 

 
1868, February 15 Nos 1, 2 & 3 South Black Snake Reef have commenced crushing at the Jungle machine, but will not be able 
to obtain the gold. A fresh injunction on behalf of the Kong Meng Company (registered) was served yesterday, pending the 
hearing of the dispute again in the Court of Mines, Sale on the 19 th inst. The Prospecting Claim have been compelled to stop 
work for the same cause. The issues on which the company are going are so numerous that the summons, which was written on 
foolscap, fills up about six pages, and if the points are all argued, I imagine the case will occupy the attention of the Court for a 
considerable time. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, February  22 The Black Snake claims have all stopped work pending the decision in the Court of Mines at Sale. -
Gippsland Times 

 
1868, March 5 Nos. 1, 2 and 3 South Black Snake Reef, have finished their crushing at the Jungle machine, the yield being 
over an ounce lo the ton. They will commence packing again next week.- Ovens & Murray Advertiser  
 
1868, March 5 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim will commence packing to the Jungle machine next week. They will have 
20 tons, from which a good yield is expected.- Ovens & Murray Advertiser  
 
1868, March 7 Nos 4 & 5 South on the Black snake Reef have been taken up. The prospectors have struck the reef, which 
shows good gold; the veins look even better than the Prospecting Claim or Nos 2 & 3. This is I believe, the only reef in the 
district upon which the reef has been found beyond the Prospecting Claim. - Gippsland Times 



 
1868, March 9 Nos 1, 2 and 3 S Black Snake Creek have finished their crushing at the Jungle machine, the yield being over 
an ounce to the ton. They will commence packing again next week. -Ovens & Murray Advertiser  
 
1868, March 14 No 1,2 and 3 South Black Snake Reef have finished their crushing at the Jungle machine, the yield being 
over an ounce to the ton. They will commence packing again next week. (from Ovens Advertiser)-Australasian  
 
1868, March 24 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim crushed during the week 20 tons of stone at the Jungle machine, which 
yielded a little under an ounce to the ton. This yield would pay well if the stone was crushed at the Black snake, but the expense 
of packing to the Jungle (25s per ton) would scarcely leave a sufficient profit to pay for working. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, March 24 The alterations to the Black Snake machine are now completed, and the machine is working first rate. Mr 
Duncan, the engineer, is now crushing the stone taken as part payment for the erection of the machine, and will finish this week. 
They will then crush a parcel from the Specimen Hill claim. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, March 31 The Black Snake Nos 1, 2 & 3 crushed this week 20 tons of stone at the Jungle machine, which yielded 1 oz 
11 dwt to the ton. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 30 Nos 1, 2 & 3 Black Snake Reef are engaged packing to the Specimen Hill machine. They will put through 
about 30 tons, from which a fair yield is expected. They are waiting for water to commence crushing. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 21 The Black Snake tributors are raising some very fair stone, but it seems very problematical when the affairs 
in this company will be sufficiently settled to enable them to get any stone crushed. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 28 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim have commenced packing to the Specimen Hill machine, and will 
commence crushing as soon as the Specimen Hill stone is finished. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August  11 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim have all their stone at the Kong Meng Company’s machine, but it is 
doubtful as to when it will be crushed, as it will require some more law business to determine in whose possession the machine 
will remain. - Gippsland Times 
 
 1868, August  18 We sometimes hear of strange applications in this district, but one of the most novel is an application for 
an injunction that I heard of this morning to stop the workings on the Black Snake Prospecting Claim. Most men are always 
anxious to receive payment of their accounts as soon as possible, but this party apparently desires to stop his debtors from 
crushing, so that they may not be able to pay. It certainly looks as if the lien was considered more beneficial than the payment 
of the debt. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August  18 Nos 1,2, 3 Black Snake reef, on tribute, are reported to be raising some very good stone- but have not yet 
taken from the claim. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 29 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim are crushing at the Kong Meng machine, and will finish about Saturday 
next; the yield is expected to be payable. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 29 Nos 1, 2 and 3 Black Snake Reef. The difficulties in this claim are likely to be got over without getting into 
the Warden’s Court again. It has been agreed to settle it by arbitration, which will be concluded on Saturday next. - Gippsland 
Times 

 
1868, October  10 Nos 1,2 3 Black Snake Reef have crushed 20 tons of stone at the Kong Meng Company’s machine, which 
yielded a little over an ounce to the ton. They will commence crushing the stone from the upper paddock, which is expected to 
yield over two ounces. The stone raised previous to the claim being let on tribute is now being crushed at the Wilkins machine, 
but from the scarcity of water they are only able to crush four hours at a time, and will take about two weeks more to finish-
Gippsland Times 

 
1868, October  27 Nos 1,2 and 3 Black Snake Reef, are still crushing at the Kong Meng machine, but are not able to get 
through more than 12 tons a week; the yield is expected to be nearly two ounces to the ton. 
 The Black Snake Prospecting Claim has been suspended. It appears likely that these claims will again come into the 
Warden’s Court, as one of the shareholders now refuses to accept the award made by the arbitrators. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, November  7  A portion of the stone from Nos 1,2 and 3 Black Snake Reef raised previous to the tribute was crushed last 
week at the Wilkins machine, and yielded 14 dwt to the ton. A rather amusing scene occurred over this gold. It appears the gold 
was retorted and weighed by the mill owner, and while the gold was in the scale, Thomas Scott, one of the shareholders, asked 
leave to feel the weight of it, and on getting it in his hand immediately made off up the range, one of the representatives of the 
shareholders giving chase. Scott, however, managed to clear off with the gold, threatening to knock anyone down who 



molested him. Scott was given in charge the same night for stealing the gold, and the case has been remanded until next 
Thursday. It appears that this stone was specially dealt with by the deed of arbitration, which was supposed to have settled all 
this company’s difficulties. However, in whatever way the deed of arbitration dealt with this stone, Scott took a very determined 
method of dealing with the gold. Whether it was right or wrong, still remains for their worships to determine. 
 The Nos 1, 2 and 3 Black Snake Reef, on tribute, have been compelled to stop crushing through lack of water. They 
are erecting a tank and elevator pump at the machine to enable them to re-use the water. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, November  21 During the past fortnight there has been very little of interest stirring, in fact, the repeated Black Snake 
squabbles is the only thing that has caused any stir in this locality. Scott was again brought up on Friday, on the charge of 
stealing the gold, and remanded until the 18th, when the case will be disposed of by the Warden. It appears that this is not the 
only time that gold has been stolen from this claim, and also that the principle worked on has been, that everyone should help 
himself, and the devil take the hindmost; "absent shareholders no chance. Fresh information was laid against Scott last week for 
appropriating the gold obtained from the blanketing from a crushing which took place some months since. Why the matter has 
been left so long without investigation is at present a mystery to the uninitiated, but I expect we shall obtain the whole history 
"of this particularly nice little game" on the 18th inst 
 
 Nos 1,2  and 3 Black Snake Reef, on tribute, finished crushing this week a parcel of 30 tons which yielded a little over 
an ounce to the ton; they have about 30 tons out from which a better yield is expected. - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, December 1  
GRANT WARDEN'S COURT. (Before A. W. Howitt, Esq., Warden.) 
APPLICATIONS. TBEBILCO V. HEARNE AND ADAMS.  
 Mr. Spong for plaintiff; stated that he applied to be put in possession of defendants' interest in the Black Snake 
Prospecting claim. Plaintiff held a lien on defendants' interests, and they had abandoned the claim; and, to protect his client, he 
wished to be put in absolute possession of the shares. The Warden said his reading of the lien law was that when a lien was 
executed a lien ticket was issued, and that being conditionally registered, only entitled them to the benefits to be derived 
from the shares, but that the lien law gave the warden no power to give the shares to the lienee. Mr. Spong said the Warden 
had power to make an order under the 101st section of the Statute. The Warden said that only referred to the Court of Mines. 
The present lien law was very defective, and gave no power to deal with such cases as the present; and if the lienors who were 
the largest shareholders abandoned their interests, the small shareholders were compelled to work to protect themselves. The 
lienee was entitled to all the benefits, but they had no power to possess. The present lien law was only the adoption of the 
Beechworth lien law, leaving out the most material portion of it; and he could not see how it was possible to deal with the case.  
 TREBILCO V. SCOTT. This was somewhat a similar case to the last, except that in this case the lienor was working the 
share. The Warden said, it must be shown that there were some benefits from the shares. After a great many not very 
complimentary expressions between the parties, interested. The Warden decided to adjourn the case till the 7th December, 
when these cases would be finally settled.  - Gippsland Times 
 
1868, December 15   
W. TREBILCO V. T. SCOTT. 
  Mr Spong, for plaintiff, said that this was a case in which plaintiff held a lien over defendant's interest, and an 
agreement in writing had been entered into by the defendant to pay fine in the.£ from the proceeds from the first 100 tons of 
stone crushed to. wards paying off the lien. Defendant now refused to pay this or to give plaintiff any satisfactory 
statement. Thomas Scott, examined by Mr Spong : I hold 43-120ths of the ground known as the Amalgamated Nos. 1, 2, and 3, 
Black Snake Reef. I employ a man to 19-120ths, and I work the balance myself. I cannot tell how many days I worked daring the 
last three months. I believe I lost 26 days. I work in getting timber for the claim. Cannot tell the gross amount of money received 
for gold since the claim was lot on tribute. To the Warden: Since September all the actual money I have received is 24 Os 9d. 
I cannot tell what amount of stone we have crushed. I believe about 40 tons. I keep no accounts and no books, and no 
pass books. Robinson keeps the accounts; Mr. Spong pressed the witness to give an account of his gross receipts, but was 
unable to obtain a satisfactory reply. The Warden said it appeared that. Scott had a very bad memory, and was also a 
very unwilling witness. Thomas Duncan, quartz crusher at Kong Meng mill, proved having crushed 60 tons of stone for 
defendant and his mates. 10 tons yielded 12 oz, and the remainder yielded about 1 oz to the ton. James Robinson: Was working 
with de. fendant. The total amount of gold, sold was 65 oz 4 dwt. The amount of money received was £229 18s 3d, and the 
total amount paid away was £154 13s 10d. Some portions of the amount defendant Lad nothing to do with. The actual amount 
of defendant's share was £27 4s 9d, L12 of which was deducted for loss of time. The Warden said plaintiff was entitled to a 
benefit on the actual amount, and would therefore make an order for £6 16s 2d, with £214s costs. 
 LANGRIDGE AND OTHERS. SCOTT.  
 Summons to produce books and papers of accounts, relative to the receipts and expel. dituro in connection with Nos. 
1, 2, and 3, Black Snake Reef. - Mir Spong for plaintiffs. The warden said it was impossible to go on with this case without' the 
production of accounts and vouchers, and would remand the case until the 16th of January for their production. 
 JOHN MATHESON V. THOMAS SCOTT 
 . Claim for L20 on a mining contract: Mr. Spong for plaintiff. Plaintiff stated he had been engaged by Scott to work in 
the Black Snake Reef at L3 10s. per week, had worked altogether seven weeks and one day, and received L5 on account; was 
agreeable to allow 16s. per week as his portion of expenses for provisions. Order for Ll3 17s, and LI 3s Od costs.  
JAMES MORELAND V. WILLIAM FOREST. 



  Claim for a third share of the proceeds obtained from working the Black Snake Reef, on tribute. Mr. Spong for 
plaintiff. J. Moreland stated that in July last he agreed to work Forest's share in the tribute, was to receive all up to L3 10s. per. 
week. Worked until 16th October, and helped to raise about 50 tons of quartz, which averaged 1 oz. to the ton. ?? from Forest a 
third share of the gold. To defendant: I swear that was 50 tons of quartz on the claim when I left. To the Warden: I have never 
received anything on account. Defendant stated that plaintiff was to recelve all up to £3 10s per week after paying expenses. 
When the settlement was made between the tributors he (defendant) had to pay all plaintiff's expenses for provisions; to which 
left a balance of £3 6s 5d, but I afterwards became responsible for plaintiff for a debt of £5 to Mr Harrison, and considered 
plaintiff was now indebted to him.' 
 The Warden said the responsibility in regard to the £5 was not clear, and would make an order for £3 8s 6d, and £1 
4s Costs.  
A. HAWKINS V. T. SCOTT 
 . Application to be put in possession of defendant's interest in the Black Snake Reef, on the grounds that defendant 
had forfeited it through having no miner’s right. Mr Spong, for applicant, said that defendant had no miner's right from the 11th 
of September to the 30th of Novembe. Defendant, examined by Mr Spong, stated that he had no knowledge of his miner's right 
being out; had lost his old right, and had taken out another to protect himself. I was under the impression that the old 
miner's right expired in December. The Warden did not consider there was sufficient evidence to warrant him in declaring the 
share forfeited, and would dismiss the case, with 10s costs.  
- Gippsland Times 
 
1868, December 22  The Black Snake claims are unable to crush in consequence of the scarcity of water. - Gippsland Times 
 
1869, January 2 On the Black Snake and Crinoline everything is at a standstill. They have not sufficient water for domestic 
purposes. - Gippsland Times 
 
1869, January  13 The Black Snake Nos 1, 2 and 3, on tribute- The tributors are crushing at the Kong Meng machine, and will 
finish this week. From the appearance of the plates the yield is expected to be better than anything previously crushed. -
Gippsland Times 

 
1869, February 20 
 



 

1869, February 20 
Gippsland Times



 



 





- Gippsland Times 
 
1869, March 2 Nos 1,2 and 3 Black Snake Reef, on tribute, finished crushing last week at the Kong Meng Company’s 
machine. They put through about 40 tons of stone, which yielded 56 oz, or an average of nearly an ounce and a half per ton. 
This is the best yield obtained by the tributors since they started. - Gippsland Times 
 
1869, May 25 MR JAMES TRAVIS, Mining Registrar  Quartz crushed for quarter ending 31st March, 1869 
 
Company Quartz obtained from Quartz crushed yield gold per ton Total Yield Remarks 
Hughes, Spong and Co Black Snake 56 0 0  1  3  5.14    65 0 0  60 to 100 feet 
 
- Gippsland Times 
 
1869, November  2   
GRANT WARDEN'S Court. '(Before A. W. Howitt, Esq., Warden.)  
SPONG, CARTON, REED AND OTHERS V. HUGHES AND SCOTT. 
  Application to be put in possession of Nos. 1, 2, and 3, Black Snake Reef.  
 A. T. Spong, sworn: I am one of the plaintiff's in this suit. The claim was taken up under Beechworth Bye-laws of 1866. 
I produce certificate under which the claim was suspended, and proceeded on that for a forfeiture. At the time of 
the suspension Lucy Witcomb held 55 120ths, Scott, 43 120ths, Henderson, 12 120ths, and D. F. Hughes, 10 120ths. After 
the suspension terminated I let the interests of Lucy Witcomb and Henderson on tribute, "under power of attorney." 
The tributors are I. E. Carton, one of the present applicants, and T. G. Holt. The bye laws under which the claim was taken up 
provided a penalty for not working a claim or portion thereof; and Mr Spong would ask the Warden to amend the summons so 
that they could recover the penalty. The Warden said unless they could shew that a penalty had been inflicted, and work had 
not been afterwards resumed, he could not amend the sum. moons, and there was no mention of defendant's names in the 
suspension certificate. Mr Spong said that bye law No7 under which they wont stated, " that ground unworked for 96 hours 
could be for. feited. I. E. Castor, sworn: I know the ground named in this summons. The defendants Hughes and Scott have 
done no work in the claim since the suspension expired. Mr Hopkins would ask as an act of courtesy from the Warden to be 
allowed to say a few words in the matter. The Warden said such a proceedings was irregular. Mr Hopkins said it was only under 
the peculiar circumstances of this case that he would ask such a thing; he had received instructions from the largest shareholder 
in the claim, to dispose of the shares. The application was for the forfeiture of the whole claim, and he believed this shareholder 
knew nothing of these proceedings, and Carton, one of the applicants, was working for this same shareholder on tribute. Mr 
Spong said the law was, that any portion not worked could be forfeited, while the portion worked, would be pro. tected. The 
Warden said he differed from that view; the claim must forfeited altogether; a claim to be worked by the number of men 
required by the bye laws, putting en two men to work in a four men s claim did not protect any interest according to his 
ruling. Mr Spong would call the Warden's attention to Bye-law No. 7. The Warden said it could not forfeit a portion of a 
claim. Mr. Spong drew the Warden's attention to Sec 2 of Bye-law No. 18. under which Mrs Witcomb's interest was protected by 
being worked on tribute. The Warden differed, his ruling was this portion could be forfeited, it must the whole claim or 
none. Mr Spong would ask the warden to let the case stand over for a month and would raise the following questions 
for consideration; first, if under Bye-law a share in a quartz claim could be forfeited by reason of the same not being irked, and 
second, whether the other portion of the claim being worked, are liable to forfeiture, and third, whether is whole claim was 
liable to forfeiture, while a portion was being worked. The Warden said he would consider ad answer the questions raised at 
the  court on the 8th of November to which date the case would be adjourned.  - Gippsland Times 
 
1869, December 21  GRANT Warden’s COURT. (Before A. W. Howitt, Esq., Warden.) Russell v. Witcomb, Scott and others. -
Application to be put in possession of Nos 1, 2, and 3, Black Snake Reef. This case was adjourned from the last court to allow 
substitution service. Mr. Spong now objected to the advertisement of substitution service as being incorrect. It was necessary 
that there should be a footnote to the summons stating that it was an adjourned hearing. .he Warden thought the 
objection was fatal, and he would adjourn the hearing of the case until the 13th of January, to allow him to have a 
proper advertisement to be inserted. - Gippsland Times 
 
1870, March 2  
GRANT WARDEN'S COURT.  
(Before A. W. Howitt, Esq, Warden.)  
JOHN RUSSELL V. WITCOMBE, SCOTT, AND OTHERS.  
 Applications to have Nos. 1, 2, and 3 South Black Snake reef declared for feited, on the ground that less than 
the minimum number of men had been employed on the ground. Adjourned from last court for production of a plan. Mr Spong 
for defendants. J. G. Peers, mining surveyor for the district: I produce a plan of 1, 2, i and 3 South Black Snake reef The plan is a 
correct one. To Mr Spong: The plan produced in November last and the one now pronounce are exacty alike. The one produced 
in November was copied from a previous plan. I never said the November plan was made from tracings. I swear that both plans 
are same. Plaintiff was with me when I made the survey, and pointed out the posts to him at the points A and B shown on the 
plan, which he said were posts belonging to ?. I took no notice of posts on other claims. I did not alter any posts. The lines 
marked C and D on the plan A. and the lines marked A and B on the plan C, are common. Russell pointed out the ground on the 



plan as the ground he was applying for. The ground runs about 95 yards along the course of the reef. I know nothing about the 
summons and do not desire to read it.  
 John Russell, sworn : I am the plaintiff in this suit. I pointed out the posts at A and B on plan C; I then pointed out the 
posts at C, D, and E. The line at A Sand B was first pointed out to me by Adams, and afterwards by Carter. The line of 
demarcation is between two shafts. I saw three posts on the line. I first noticed the post on the 18th instant, when the survey 
was made. Was not on the ground man the 8th or 9th instant with Mr Peers. I pointed out to Mr Peers the posts of the claim I 
applied for, and there might be six inches between the posts I pointed out and the posts of Nos. 4 and 5. [The Warden asked Mr 
Spong if he was prepared to prove that Mr Russell's evidence was not correct. Mr Spong replied in the negative.] The ground I 
applied for was a four men's claim; two men could hold it now. Mr Spong would submit that this was a four men's claim, and if 
it was forfeited plaintiff could only take one man's ground, and there would then be a general scramble for the rest. The warden 
differed. No one but Mr Russell would be authorised to go on the ground. An order made in favour of A would be no authority 
to B. Mr Spong saidthat if a claim with 20 shares was worked by 19 men, the whole would be forfeited, although the applicant 
would only get the twentieth share. The warden said he had already given his ruling on that question. Mr Spong would ask to 
beheard in arrest of judgment. Mr Peera, recalled : There is nothing on the claim that I consider of value to the applicant. Mr 
Spong would draw the warden's attention to the fact that Trebilco held a mortgage over Scott's interest, consequently plaintiff 
could only be put in posasession "subject to the mortgage;" and held that the lien bye-law entitled Trebilco to be registered as 
the owner of the share, and he considered there was in sufficient proof of title as regarded Trebilco, and he desired to have his 
name taken off the summons, and to compelthe mining registrar to register Trebilco for Scott's interest, and give 
judgmentagainst Scott subject to that interest. The Warden said he had no power tocompel the registrar to do any such 
thing, and that Mr Spong lost sight of thelatter part of the Lien Law which gave the licence an interest in the shares, andhe 
considered the plaintiff had done right in putting his name on the summons,and could see nothing to cause any arrest of 
judgment. Application granted with£8 8s 6d costs.  
SPONG AND OTHERS V  T. SCOTT AND OTHERS. This was an application for the same ground as in the previous case. Mr. 
Spong said it was no use going on with the case. Struck out. - Gippsland Times 
 
1871, May 15 Black Snake- They are now putting stone through from this reef.- Gippsland Mercury  
 
1871, September 4 Good stone was struck in this claim last week. The mill is now putting through a crushing. - Gippsland 
Mercury 

 
1871, October  16 They have been crushing from this reef lately, but the result was poor, about 9 dwt to the ton They will 
endeavour to get their good block cut now. - Gippsland Mercury 
 
1871, November 11 The tributors in this claim are raising some very good stone. - Gippsland Mercury 
 
1871, November 16 The reports from this reef. - Gippsland Mercury 
 
1912, May 10 
Reminiscences of - the Past. 
Black Snake. 
This creek, well named, for snakes of this description were there in hundreds, debouches from the ranges on to the Mitchell 
Flats, near what was known in bygone days as the Horse Grounds, some miles above Waterford. On the creek itself two quartz 
batteries had been erected, one in connection with the Captain Cook, and the other, a mere coffee mill, with the Black Snake 
reefs. This latter was a comical affair, of four or five head of stamps only and they so light in weight as to be powerless so 
the stone often put through, or attempted to be dealt with, without the addition of extra weight, consisting of wooden solid 
barrels affixed to the top of the stamp shafts, and which when the mine was working bobbed up and down through the roof 
like a Punch  and Judy show, The surface stone in the reef, to deal with which the mill was erected, was of a soft friable nature, 
and the gold very fine, so that this jumping jack managed to get through it, but it was an exasperating process. Engine, tables, 
and every thing else, to complete the outfit, had been erected by a wealthy Chinese merchant, Kong Meng, and was in keeping 
with the mill itself, and he, no doubt, was actuated by economical ideas, which in practice hardly bore out the value he placed 
upon them. At that time I had been working payable ground higher up the river, and the claim was nearly worked out, so new 
payable ground was most desirable, and was not to be easily found. The evening wash -down of the boxes was in course of 
execution when a digger well known in the locality came along with two heavily laden pack horses. After passing the time of 
day and entering into general conversation, he mentioned that he was going to take a crushing out of the Black Snake, and 
wanted a mate to  help him. This individual, Lartou by name, was a queer fish— an educated man run to seed ; he bad evidently 
at some period of his life been in a different position to that he now occupied, and traces of professional ability 
were occasionally manifest, so much so that he was known as the Bush Lawyer. He led a peripatetic life, and, like the rolling 
stone, gathered no moss. He had a distinct aversion to paying his debts, being imbued with the idea that the obligation rested 
on the other fellow, and was incapable of distinguishing between meum et tuim. 'What have I to do with his debts, he would 
ask; ' Let him pay them himself ! ' He subsequently migrated to Sale, and took up billiard-marking at the Club hotel, in the time 
of the late Mr George French, licensee, but this employment he quickly tired of and left for fresh fields and pastures new, which 
he found at Walhalla. As soon as the day's work at the claim was finished, supper was attended to, and over corned beef, 
damper, and billy tea, it was arranged that I hould go mates with Larton in taking out a 25-ton crushing from the Black Snake. 



Having made him up a shake-down, we turned in, and early next morning packed our belongings on the horses, and made 
tracks for our new venture, which we reached during the day in time to take possession of and get things straightened up in a 
big bark hut near the battery, which had previously been used by a tribute parly working the reef. The location of the reef was 
about 400 yards up a steep spur, at the foot of which and near to the creek, on account of the water supply, was placed the 
battery; on the upper side of this was the hopper, which would bold up to 50 tons of quartz. On examining the workings, we 
found the country very broken in character, and that timber was required in quantity to ensure anything like safe working. One 
spot took our attention particularly; here surface stone had been broken, but for some cause uward of two tons taken out 
had been left, instead of being put through the mill. Looking closely at the stone, fine gold was seen, and as this occurred 
frequently in going through the heap and was appraised at some thing like an ounce to the ton. We determined to commence 
work where the other party had knocked off. Although the distance down the face of the spur to the hopper was short, yet by 
the sidling previously used for packing the quartz to the battery it was very much longer. This we found out to our cost in 
getting on to the claim. We found tools, ropes, powder, etc., an had it not been that the original forge had been left standing, 
with anvil, bellows, -etc., we  should have had still greater difficulties to contend with. After a fortnight's work we had to come 
to a decision as to how to get the quartz we were raising to the mill, and for a long time this beat us. The stone was not good 
euongh to pay £1 per ton for packing, and we could not get it moved for less. In addition to this, we had the same amount to 
pay for crushing, and these two charges, with other incidentals, would have properly taken tbe gilt off the gingerbread. After all 
sorts of expedients bad been considered, we determined to sledge it down the range. We had with us three good lengths of 
rope and found more in the blacksmith's shop — sufficient, as we estimated for the purpose. The sledges we quickly put 
together of saplings about 20 feet long, cut away at tbe nose and bolted, with spreaders or traces every six feet, tbe ends being 
some two feet six inches apart.  A length of bark was placed on top, and on this the quartz packed in bags was laid. In lowering 
two ropes were used, a turn or more if required, round trees on the track, alternating, as each length of rope ran out. In this way 
we managed to transport the quartz to . the battery. Several days wet e taken in clearing a rough track to the hopper 
around which the trees bad been felled, only the stumps being left. The guidance of the sledges between these was difficult and 
gave much trouble. The track, when we had done our best with it, zig-zagged a good deal ; but, as we oould not better things, 
we just had to put up with it. The sledges, as they reached the hopper, we cut up for firewood, and fresh ones were made. One 
troublesome matter we found unavovidable ; it was carrying on our backs up the range, which in places approached the 
perpendicular, the ropes we lowered with, and they were of no mean weight. The labour was intense ; and Larton. who 
would never work if he could by any means avoid it, jibbed heavily. In getting the loaded sledges down tbe spur, the greatest 
care was necessary to prevent their colliding with treees or stumps or getting away. One of us invariably guided them with a 
handspike,whilst the other lowered. The nearer we reached to the mill hopper the clearer the ground became, except 
for stumps. Practice makes perfect and the last few loads were landed with little difficulty. The ropes, from constant friction had 
become frayed, and it was questionable whether they would last out the job. The possible breaking away of the sledge, and 
the scattering of the quartz it carried all over the face of the spur, was a serious matter, and one which caused us grave anxiety. 
We had so nearly completed our work of lowering, thatwe were loath to purchase new ropes, and thought that with extra 
care they would last out. We had all but finished and were taking down the last load but one. Larton was in high spirits at the 
near conclusion of what had been a tough job, and was Iooking forward gleefully to crushing. He had for some time developed 
a habit, in spite of constant warnings, of sitting on the loads as they slithered down the range. Time and again he had been 
remonstrated with for his folly and the danger of so doing pointed out, but in vain. The ropes by this time were pretty well 
done, and we were actually in doubt as to whether they would stand the strain of another trip. Nevertheless, as usual, about 
I00- yards from the hopper, on to the load be jumped, and was hardly seated when the rope I was lowering broke. The 
rebound twisted it round my legs and down I came, but managed to keep an eye on the sledge, which rapidly gained speed 
and shot down the hill like an arrow from a bow. I knew it to be little short of a miracle if it reached fhe hopper without 
accident, and then the chances were that it would go clean through the roof, and pull up smashed to pieces against the 
stamp shafts. However, it never reached so far. The track it was travelling in, by constant use was worn into a rounded hollow, 
and for two-thirds of its journey it stuck to this steadily, and I really thought it would reach tbe mill ; but, no ! It suddenly 
swerved, the nose touched a stump, and all was over. It literally up ended, flew into the air, the bags burst, and their contents 
were thrown everywhere ; and Larton ! — well, he described a parabola, being fairly spread eagled, arms and legs all over 
the place, and descended thirty feet away in a bunch of thick scrub. So Iudicrous an affair I had never witnessed, and, although I 
feared the worst, I could hardly reach him for laughter. The least I expected was broken bones, and should have looked for 
far worse but for the tangled scrub I had seen him pitched into. What I actually saw was the man slowly extricating himself from 
his involuntary bed, from which he arose little the worse for the misadventure, except that his face and body had suffered 
severely from scratches and contusions. Of course he blamed me foreverything, and for a time the air was sultry with his 
spasmodic upheavals; but it gradully dawned upon him that as he had chosen to risk riding instead of walking, it would be 
more manly to accept the consequences which were the result of his own folly. A narrower escape from terrible injury and 
consequent physical suffering, if not instant death, I have never known ; but at the time we took little note of it, and work 
went on much as usual. Larton was exceedingly stiff and sore for a week after, and then resumed work as if nothing had 
happened. That scrub, thick and tangled, broke his fall, and but for the chance that it happened to be in just the right place, a 
very different result would possibly have crippled him for life, if, indeed, he was fortunate enough to save it. The last load of 
quartz, we never went back for. Both had had enough of quartz sledging at Black Snake for one trip. As it was, we had 
landed something like 24 tons in the hopper, and after cutting enough engine wood to put it through, starter crushing, and 
cleaned up for 24 dwts. to the ton. The whole business was accomplished in some ten weeks; and, though we had the assistance 
of Jack Caughey, at the time engineer of the Good Hope, Grant, in crushing, it was with great difficulty that the coffee mill 
would grind the berries in the shade of quartz fed to it: but we 
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Our September 2007 was a feast of color. A late autumn visit in 2008 offered a sea of nettles and frost!



General Caveats 

Because of the intervening years since our field visits in 2007, and rapid regrowth, sites 
described in these pages may no longer be easily or safely visited. 

Adits and shafts may be unstable, or contain foul air. We do not recommend entering adits or 
shafts.

Your preparation should include a carefully prepared backpack.  In particular please note:- 

Walking in these areas, off defined tracks, is dangerous. It is in no way what most would 
understand as regular “bushwalking” In at many places we found shafts hidden, with no visible 
mullock;  One of these is in the gully where you would naturally walk from the road to the Union 
adit, and looks as if it may be an air shaft about 30m deep. Another is on Britannia spur between 
upper and lower Britannia adits. Probably the deepest shaft, with fish-fern covering the shaft, is at 
the Hibernia.

At this altitude, even in summer, the weather can change in an instant from fine and warm to an 
icy blizzard. Take appropriate clothes in your backpack. 

The steepness of spurs, and remoteness of sites, requires fitness. Finding some of these mines 
is nothing like normal bush walking on formed and known trails. 

In particular, the amount of water you will need through a Summer’s day is more than you may 
think.  A packet of water purifying pills in your kit is good insurance.

Isolation means help is not going to be easy to find. Plan accordingly. Leave accurate maps of 
your intentions. Arrange for adequate communications, including a personal distress beacon. 

Carry a GPS and maps, with a backup compass. Some gullies are so steep your GPS, distress 
beacon, or sat-phone will not work correctly. Scrub has become so thick in places you can easily 
become totally disoriented.

Snakes are not a real problem, except that on traversing steep slopes, your head may be very 
close to “baskers.” 

We have stumbled across huge European Wasp nests. Disturbing one may be a disaster. Wear a 
hat with a drop net, and have anti-histamine pills in your pack. Not equal to an epi-pen, but may 
be sufficient to save a  life. (NOT medical advice, get your own. Just noting my practice) 

Stumbles, trips and slips possibly present the greatest worry. A broken bone in isolated country is 
a major! Consider a walking party size of at least four for remote walks, so no one has to be left 
unaccompanied.

Some adits have a winze (shaft) in the floor. Carry a good torch! 

Some regrowth is so thick that visibility may only be a metre. Keep together! 

Of concern to many who now walk in remote bush is the wild dog, or more particularly, packs of 
wild cross bred dogs. How you prepare for this is up to you. I see the air horn is popular in the 
USA.  

Essential! Learn to use a walking pole. The extra balance point and leverage makes 
descendng steep slopes easy. 



(General caveat, continued)
Parks Victoria warns against entering mines.

Apart from danger from rock falls, we again draw your attention to hazards that may not
be evident.

1. Winze on the floor of an adit, covered with planks that are now  rotten. Photo, below right is 
on the floor of the Triumph adit. Similar in Good Hope #4 adit, and upper Britannia adit.

2. Shafts not marked, or not evident.
   Example:- As you walk off the Union Spur Track down the gully to the Union mine, 
there is an air shaft, about 30m deep. It has absolutely no mullock heap  to flag its presence. 
Photo, below left,  was taken after the fires, but at our last visit this shaft is hidden in light 
bracken.  

3. Erosion around open cuts. This picture below shows a one metre overhang (located between 
the Union adit and Grant township), which if walked on would dump you 6m down an open stope.  
 

4. Loose rocks. After the fires, and subsequent downpours, a lot of topsoil washed away, leaving 
whole hillsides covered in “scree”

5. Bad air. Jack Treasure abandoned the Treasury mine because of it, and an early  tragedy at 
Clifton Creek, where two miners died attests that the problem is real. Do a dust test for moving air 
just inside the entrance if you are entering.
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