
FEBRUARY 4 God or Gad?
Reading: Matthew 6:25-34

“Love of money is the root of all evil...
but you, man of God, flee from all these” (1 Tim 6:10,11)

A young man was boasting before Jesus that he had kept all the
commandments of God from his youth, and he asked what he still
lacked. Jesus answered him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what
you have and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in Heaven;
and come, follow Me” (Mt 19:20,21). But the young man went back
saddened.

The awfulness of the love of money is rarely preached these days.
Jesus referred to this subject so often in His discourses. Apostle John
did not mix up his words when he said, “Do not love the world or the
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father
is not in him” (1 Jn 2:15). While listing the signs of perilous last
days, apostle Paul put “love of self” and “love of money” on top (2
Tim 3:1,2).  We cannot serve God and gold at the same time. We will
either hate the one and love the other, or be loyal to the one and
despise the other (Mt 6:24). “Gad,” the name of one of the twelve
tribes of Israel, means “fortune!” We can have either God or Gad, not
both!

A Tamil proverb says that even a corpse will open its mouth if it’s
for money! It can be true of those who are dead spiritually. They are
dead “in” sin. But we are dead “to” sin and the ungodly systems and
values of the world. Let’s keep our eyes on things Above! (Col 3:1,2).
Covetousness is idolatry in the eyes of God (v 5b). How serious and
treacherous!

The desire to become rich is only natural. But we must overcome
it realising its eternal worthlessness (Prov 23:4). “Godliness with
contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world,
and it is  certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and
clothing, with these we shall be content” (1 Tim 6:6-8). Mother Teresa
who lived with just two saries and a bucket, and Mahatma Gandhi
who was topless have left greater impact in the Indian society than
others. John Wesley  said, “To lay up treasure on earth is as plainly
forbidden by our Master as adultery and murder!”
Love of money chokes the plant of our life and makes
it unfruitful (Lk 8:14). If we have more than what we
need, it is to be given away to those in need!

“We do not realise how much we are attached to the good
things of the world until they are taken from us!”

(St. Augustine, 354-430)
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Gracious Heavenly Father,

We thank You because every good gift and every perfect gift comes from
You. You are the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow of turning. Thank You for all the earthly blessings You have given
us to freely enjoy. Thank You for the health and wealth You have freely
bestowed on us. Each blessing reminds us of Your fatherly care on us, Your
children. Sorry for grieving Your heart with the anxieties of life.

Thank You, Father, for Your warnings against overoccupation with the
things of the world, and our over-enjoyment of earthly blessings. Help us
to constantly remember the temporariness of material blessings. Forgive us
our sin of discontentment with what You have already given us. The love
of money is alluring us, and distracting us from concentrating on the
things of eternal value. Deliver us, O God, from this horrible sin of covetous-
ness. Let’s say bye to the course of this world which worships wealth.

Dear Lord, help us to seek first Your Kingdom and its concerns. Let us
forsake earthly worries, and become passionate after You, Your Word and
Your work. Open our eyes of understanding to comprehend the spiritual
blessings You have blessed us with, in heavenly places with Your Son.
Forgive our material-mindedness which blurs our spiritual vision. Help us
seek the things above because we are seated with Christ in the heavenly places.

Dear Father, we are not able to confess like the Psalmist that we value
Your Word more than gold or silver. We are excited more on earthly
treasures than the hidden treasures of Your Word. Sorry, Lord, we are not
able to sing with the Psalmist that Your Word is sweeter than even honeycomb.
We are excited more on worldly pleasures than the delicious taste of Your
Word. Grant us, O God, a total transformation. Change our very outlook, Lord.

Help us, Dear Lord, to give to the poor cheerfully. Let death-bell ring for
our selfishness and self-centredness. Let’s no more be mastered by money,
but let money become our servant. Help us spend our life on earth with
heavenly perspective. Keep us from the foolishness of piercing ourselves
with the love of money. Let us rejoice in You who is our Portion.

In the Name of Jesus our Lord, we pray! Amen!

(Js 1:17;  Lk 11:11-13;  Mt 6:19-21,25,33; 7:9-11;  1 Cor 7:29-31;
1 Tim 6:10;  Eph 1:3; 4:30;  Col 3:1,2,5;  Psa 119:72;  Prov 19:17;  Phil 4:4)


