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Chairman’s Report 

For the year ending 31 March 2020  

Presented to Members for the virtual AGM held on Thursday 21 May 2019 

Introduction 

We are in the unusual situation of having our first ever virtual AGM as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the resulting restrictions. It is unfortunate that we are unable to meet face-to-face as it is one of the 
few occasions in the year that we are able to do so. Nevertheless, I hope that the virtual approach still 
enables sensible interaction and as indicated in our “notice of meeting” we do invite questions/comments 
on this report, the financials and any other relevant issue. Please do send us your questions and they will 
be answered and form part of the record of the meeting. 

 
There is so much being said and reported on the Coviod-19 pandemic that I won’t add to it other than to 
say that the voice of conservation needs to be strengthened and nature has to be respected if we are to 
reduce pandemics like this in the future. The following quote is appropriate in this context: 
 
“You go out into a world where mankind is challenged, as it has never been challenged before, to prove 
its maturity and its mastery — not of nature, but of itself. Therein lies our hope and our destiny.” 

Rachel Carson 
 
 

I will cover the administrative issues before reporting on the general activities. 

Financial 

The finances are covered by the Annual Financial Statements which have been circulated for comment 
and which I trust will be officially approved at the AGM.  I am happy to report that our finances are under 
control and we are spending within the limits of the income we receive. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our Treasurer Mervyn Gans for preparing the financials and 
for his report which has also been circulated. Thanks also to Chris Steyn for the official audit. Following 
the AGM the information will be posted on our website and accessible to all. 

Kloof Conservancy is registered with the KZN Conservancies Association and we submit annual data which 
is summarised in the table below. The data is for the period 1 January to 31 December so won’t match 
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our financial statements, but it nevertheless provides a very useful insight into which type of activities we 
spend our money on. The figures include the Aller River Project which is managed through the Kloof 
Conservancy as the implementing agency. 

 

The Aller River Project contributed just over R1m to the above and the bulk of it was categorised as 
“Education” due to the advocacy nature of the project. 

The “volunteer” hours are costed at R300/hr and this is frequently challenged as being too high. This value 
covers a range of skills from simply manning an entry gate at the Open Gardens to legal or EIA advice 
which some of our members provide on a pro-bono basis. It also includes the cost of transport, phone 
calls, printing and stationery for which most volunteers to not claim. A practical way of looking at this 
value is to ask the question: “what would a consultant or service provider charge us to do that work?” – 
in that context R300/hr may be too low! 

Membership 

We have seen an increase in membership which is pleasing considering that we have no active recruiting 
effort. We are still a fairly small representation of the Kloof population but nevertheless a meaningful 
one.  

Sincere thanks to all who support the conservancy through their membership which is a critical aspect of 
our existence as an organisation – the vast majority are not actively involved and that is perfectly fine – 
your membership is a vote of support and that is what we need most. 

 

Category

Total 
Volunter 

Hours
Total Volunteer 

Value

Total Cash 
Spent

Total Value %

Education 3 711 R1 113 300 R460 531 R1 573 831 41.78%
Environmental Rehabilitation 833 R249 900 R853 933 R1 053 833 27.98%
Fundraising 1 662 R498 600 R5 579 R584 179 15.51%
Administration 686 R205 800 R79 189 R284 989 7.57%
Wildlife Protection 550 R165 000 R6 101 R171 101 4.54%
Outreach 130 R39 000 R17 321 R56 321 1.50%
Regulatory 10 R3 000 R39 507 R42 507 1.13%
Other 0 R0 R0 R0 0.00%
Capacity Building 0 R0 R0 R0 0.00%
Marine and Estuary 0 R0 R0 R0 0.00%
Total 7 582 R2 274 600 R1 462 161 R3 766 761 100.00%

Kloof  Conservancy  - Contribution by Category (2019)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Paid-up Members 222 212 180 185 195

Small Business 3 5 3 6 9

Corporate 17 17 17 17 24

Honorary 11 10 10 10 10
Total 253 244 210 218 238

Kloof Conservancy Membership Status (as at end March 2019)
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Report on Activities 

Our monthly e-newsletters and regular e-mails are aimed at keeping you informed of the conservancies 
activities so I will just touch on the highlights in this report. 

Our activities are guided by our motto: 

 

Protecting nature. Inspiring change 
 

Our overall approach is basically two-pronged: on the one hand we are involved with hands-on practical 
activities such as some of the work we do in Krantzkloof Nature Reserve, the rehabilitation work at the 
Msinsi Grasslands and the work on the M13 i.e. “protecting nature”. On the other hand, many of our 
activities are in the field of advocacy i.e. keeping the public informed on the importance of conservation 
and doing our best to encourage environmentally responsible lifestyles and responsible economic 
development and hopefully “Inspiring change” 

 

Environmental Advocacy and Education 

Environmental advocacy and education is a critical component of our plans and activities, and we are 
active on a number of “platforms”. In this digital age we are making increasing use of electronic media 
and our efforts appear to be well placed and appreciated by many users most of which are outside our 
membership base. 

 

Facebook 
This is most probably our most active platform and with 6020 “followers” as at 31 March. Our posts are 
reasonably frequent 3 or 4 per week and some attract significant interest. Our post on the rare Disperis 
woodii grassland orchid in Summerveld (where we sponsored the signage) reached almost 23,000 people. 
The scandalous post on the messy picnickers at Ronaldskloof Weir reached over 15,000 people. Below is 
a graph showing engagement and reach. 
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MailChimp 
The platform we use most directly with our members is MailChimp and we issue our monthly e-newsletter 
which is sent to 350 subscribers and which has an average readership of 35%. We also use   MailChimp 
for general communication to our members and during the year in review despatched 53 e-mails to our 
members. 
 

The Leopard’s Echo 
Our bi-annual e-magazine gets a wide distribution not only through our membership but also through the 
Conservancies KZN network. 
Readership is fairly constant and peaks when an issue is released but very pleasingly there is a steady 
readership throughout the year. Over the past year we had 7717 “log-ins” to the site which is an increase 
of 45% over the previous year. Interestingly a high percentage of this traffic originated from Google – just 
over 1,000 unique page views. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our regular authors, Dr Marlies Craig, Steve Woodhall, Arend 
Hoogervorst, Robin Lamplough, Pat McKrill and Nick Evans as well as our guest writers. The two most 
recent editions included articles by Dave Rimmer, Richard Boon, Dr Leigh Richards and Jarryd Streicher. 
Our Eco-Impi interviews were with Geoff Nichols and Simon Maphumulo both of whom have made 
unique and significant contributions to our understanding of our biodiversity and helping us to protect it. 
 
I would also like to thank our graphic designer Jo Sobey who contributes countless hours to packaging the 
magazine into a high-quality product. 
 

The Kloof Conservancy BioGuide 
This is our QR Code based system that provides locally relevant information placed at  72 different points 
of interest/species in Krantzkloof Nature Reserve and Memorial Park. Sadly, many of the QR code plates 
are subject to vandalism and an upgrading programme is planned in 2020 to replace damaged plates. 
The use of the BioGuide showed a pleasing increase of 15% with 4,708 users in the past year. The most 
popular QR Code is that for the Crowned Eagles of which there are three placed at strategic spots within 
the reserve. 
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Website 
Our website remains our “anchor” reference point for the conservancy. It has a very steady daily usage 
which increased by just over 6% over the previous year. The page views spike at the opening of entries 
for the 3 Falls Trail Run, the actual running of the event and during the Indigenous Open Gardens event.  
The page was upgrade last year to improve the layout and to make it more mobile friendly.  

 

 

Our digital platforms and e-mailing facility are hosted pro-bono by SOS Webservices and maintained by 
Jared Crossly who is currently based in Sydney, Australia. I extend our most sincere thanks to SOS and to 
Jared for their incredibly valuable support. 

 

 

Indigenous Open Gardens 
The Kloof Conservancy Indigenous Open Gardens is very powerful advocacy brand and, in our opinion, 
(shared by many others) has been instrumental in popularising the use of indigenous species in gardening 
and public spaces. We do this because in the long run it helps protect our biodiversity 
Our Indigenous Open Gardens event was almost scuppered in early 2019 when the main anchor host for 
the Tea Garden withdrew at the last moment. Fortunately, we were persuaded to carry on with a 
“reduced” garden show which turned out to be the most popular one in recent years and from which we 
learnt a number of lessons which we will apply to future events.  

The event had 1400 visitors and raised just over R57000 for our projects fund 

I would like to thank the gardeners who made this possible; Derek and Sharon Rabie, Michelle and Miles 
Steenhuizen, Izolda vd Merwe  and Tanya Visser and Helen Terblanche. Derek and Sharon as well as Helen 
were brought in at the very last minute so an extra thanks to them for being willing to put in an amazing 
amount of extra effort to get their gardens in show condition.  A special thanks to Tanya Visser and the 
Gardener Magazine, there is no doubt that Tanya’s enthusiasm and popularity helped boost attendance 
and we sincerely thank her for that. 
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Sincere thanks also to the partner organisations which participated, BirdLife Port Natal, BotSoc, Flora and 
Fauna Publications Trust, Pat McKrill and  Shades of Trees . Thanks also to all the volunteers (over 40) 
who helped over the weekend and to Brigid Turner for all the hard work in co-ordinating the gardens and 
much more. 

Sadly, we have had to cancel the 2020 event due to the Covid-19 pandemic but we will be back stronger 
as we turn 21 in 2021! 

 

The Molweni River Health Schools Project 
This project is now in its 8th year and has remained ever popular with the participating seven high schools. 
We were pleased that in February 2020, CURRO Hillcrest joined the project as the eight high school. The 
project is very simple but highly effective in educating high school learners on the importance of river 
health and the impact of humans on the environment. Thanks to Tony Wint from Camelot Conservancy 
for facilitating the introduction of CURRO Hillcrest. The project uses the miniSASS system which takes into 
account the types of invertebrates which are found at each test site to give an indication of river health. 
It never ceases to amaze me at the delightful response we get from learners when they catch a crab or a 
tadpole or a see-through shrimp.  
 
The project combines citizen science with fun and is a valuable learning lesson. We carry out these 
activities often not knowing if we really make an impact or not, so I was pleased to receive an e-mail late 
in 2019 from an ex-learner from Kwadinabakubo High School who had participated in the project whilst 
at school. He is currently studying Life Sciences at UKZN and contacted me to offer his assistance in any 
environmental activity we were undertaking. 

The project does rely heavily on support from well-trained scientists who give their time on a pro-bono 
basis. In this regard I would like to thank GCS Consultants, Umgeni Water, eThekwini Water and 
Sanitation, Community Insights Group and GroundTruth all of whom provide scientists to assist with the 
testing. I would also like to extend thanks to Brian Tozer and Lynn Bingham who assist with the event and 
Natalie Ellis who complies the wrap-up report and loads the data onto the miniSASS website. 
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Photo above: Hillcrest High School learners under the guidance if scientist and Kloof Conservancy member 
Alexandra Konstantinidi (Community Insight Group) identifying invertebrates at Springside Nature 
Reserve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back-to-Nature and Biodiversity Talks 
We continued with our Biodiversity Talks programme and Dr Marlies Craig gave two talks on Climate 
Change. We also held a Moth Evening in partnership with Lepsoc and the ever-popular Frog evening in 
partnership with EWT’s Endangered Amphibian Programme and Gillitts Conservancy. 
 

Partnership with EcoInfo Africa 
During the past year we have developed a mutually beneficial partnership with EcoInfo Africa who have 
presented a number of Bird Courses at the Krantzkloof Conference Centre. The courses have also been 
discounted for members so providing a “bonus” benefit! Although we are the “junior” partners in this 
venture we are very keen to continue to grow it as it fits in very well with our advocacy programme and 
certainly helps to inspire an appreciation for our natural assets. 
 

Press Presence 
The local press plays and an important role in assisting us to spread our advocacy message to a broader 
audience than would be possible through our own channels. In this regard we have generous support 
from the Highway Mail and Hillcrest Fever. We have one regular monthly feature in the Hillcrest Fever 
titled, “In the Gorge with Kloof Conservancy”. In total we had 42 articles printed over the year featuring 
events and commentary from the Kloof Conservancy. 
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Branding and Marketing 
We are fortunate to have Brand Candy assisting us pro-bono with our branding. I would like to thank 
Brand Candy and the allocated account manager Elizabeth Gallias for all the posters and material they 
have produced for us. It makes a significant difference to our marketing image to have professionally 
prepared material. 
 

eThekwini Conservancies Forum and Conservancies KZN 
As part of our broader commitment to conservation we are registered with the KZN Conservancies 
Association/Conservancies KZN and I serve on the Executive Committee of that organisation as well as 
being chairman of the eThekwini Conservancies Forum (ECF). The ECF is an informal grouping of the 33 
conservancies in eThekwini which meets three times per year to share information, successes and failure. 
Being part of an extended network is an important part of our advocacy programme and enables the work 
of the Kloof Conservancy to be shared with others and also enables us to get information/ideas from 
other conservancies. 
 

eThekwini Municipality 
We maintain a good working relationship with Parks Department as well as the Environmental Planning 
and Climate Control Department both of which have been highly supportive of many of our initiatives. 
We also have a very good relationship with the Durban Natural Science Museum (DNSM) who assist us 
with species identification and to whom we often deliver animal carcasses for DNA analysis. DNSM have 
generously given us free advertising space in their Thola Magazine which is circulated widely and is sent 
to most science museums around the world. 
 
As a result of the Aller River Project we have also developed good relationships with Durban Solid Waste 
and eThekwini Water and Sanitation. 
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Above: The Kloof Conservancy advertisement in the latest Thola Magazine which is distributed to all 
science museums across the world. Design courtesy of Brand Candy. 

 

 

Aller River Project 
I am including a review of this project under Environmental Advocacy and Education category because 
the bulk of the work done by the project relates to this heading.  
 
The project has been undertaken by a co-operative of conservancies under the banner of the eThekwini 
Conservancies Forum with Kloof Conservancy playing a leading role as the implementing agency. The plan 
was to have the Project Manager, Luci Coelho do a presentation at the end of the AGM but we have 
scrapped this as we moved to an on line AGM. I am hoping we can pick this up in the coming months as 
a Biodiversity Talk but I thought I should include some comments here simply because of the importance 
of this project. 
 
This project is without doubt the most significant project managed by the Kloof Conservancy in recent 
years. It has drawn attention from far and wide for its methodology and its impact on finding innovative 
solutions to serious issues which are at the core of environmental degradation in the urban context 
particularly in low income areas. Rather than tackling the symptoms of environmental pollution by 
organising activities such as clean-ups (as much as these are essential at the moment) the project has 
focussed on finding ways of changing behaviours of those responsible for causing the problems in the 
first place, viz. residents, commerce and industry and the designated authorities.  

The project selected the New Germany/Clermont area as suitable to run a pilot project to test possible 
solutions. The project has gone through four phases starting with Phase1 in 2016 with funding from 
eThekwini Municipality, followed by Phase 2 funded by a grant from the UK Government’s Arts and 
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Humanities  Council which was facilitated by the University of Cambridge, Phase 3 funded by  the National 
Lotteries Commission and the final Phase 4 funded by EDANA the global representatives of the Absorbent 
Health Products (AHP) industry.  

The project started with a broad mandate to address the issue of river health in the Aller River Catchment 
and significant progress was made in identifying, reporting and following up on the sources of 
contamination such as overflowing sewer lines and irresponsible dumping of solid waste. In Phase 4 the 
focus was narrowed down primarily due to financial constraints to expanding a successful pilot carried 
out in Phase 3 which involved the removal of used AHPs (mainly nappies but also sanitary pads) from the 
river and adjacent open land.  

The project has used innovative thinking based on Richard Thalers, Nobel Prize winning concept of Nudge 
Theory1 supported by other tools such as Participative Video developed by InsightShare in the UK. The 
team has clearly demonstrated that residents can be guided to change behaviours and a highly successful 
AHP collection system was developed and implemented. The team in partnership with the community 
and officials from Durban Solid Waste and eThekwini Water and Sanitation have developed a very simple 
collection methodology which has been documented and handed over to the Municipality to implement 
city wide. In the initial pilot the project redirected just over 3000kg of AHPs to landfill. The Phase 4 
extension project whilst not as productive collected 1900kg but also provided some invaluable lessons on 
how the project can be expanded. Once this is applied across the city it will make a significant contribution 
to environmental health particularly in low income areas. The project has also been instrumental in 
guiding the municipality towards implementing an AHP recycling plant. Developments on this are at an 
early stage but if successful will be significant as AHP products which are currently sent to landfill under 
the methodology developed by the team will instead be diverted to a recycling plant thus further adding 
value. 

The project also co-operated with Green Corridors to assist in applying the project methodology at the 
Quarry Road West Informal Settlement near Springfield Park.  

LIRA describing themselves as, “Leading Integrated Research in Africa 2030 is a 5-year programme that 
seeks to increase the production of transdisciplinary research on global sustainability in Africa. This is a 
programme run under the auspices of the International Science Council and they have produced a video, 
“Changing the Course” on their work which includes coverage of the ARPP.2 

The project has won a number of awards in the past year adding to the Mail and Guardian’s Greening the 
Future award received in 2018. The project was awarded the Silver Award in the Community Category 
and Gold Award in the Municipality category by Enviropedia at their Eco-logic Awards function held in 
Cape Town. The project was also awarded a “Good Green Deeds” award by the Department of 
Environment Forestry and Fisheries at a waste management conference held in Kimberley. 

 
1 https://www.businessballs.com/improving-workplace-performance/nudge-theory/ Although this is not the 
original text, it is a simple and accurate summary of the theory, with useful applications and a toolkit. 
2 The LIRA video is available on YouTube by following the link: https://youtu.be/ok0__6q7q0Q 
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Photo above: from left Silindile Bhengu (ARPP Eco-champ), Barbara Creecy, Minister of Environment, 
Forestry and Fisheries, Nana Ndlovu and Lihle Mazibuko both from Durban Solid Waste at the Enviropedia 
Awards ceremony. 

 

I have previously stated and repeat here that awards do not solve environmental problems, but they do 
help to raise awareness of issues and of solutions. The awards have helped to raise the profile of the Kloof 
Conservancy way beyond the boundaries of Kloof. In addition, I represented the conservancy at an online 
presentation involving many of the major AHP manufacturers in Europe and North America where I 
highlighted the problems caused by AHPs and the solutions we were identifying in Clermont. Through the 
project we have also been instrumental in persuading Kimberley Clark to change their Disposable Nappies 
packaging to include more visible instructions (through the use of icons) on safe disposal of the products. 
We understand that another global player, Proctor & Gamble are about to follow suite. These changes 
will ultimately role out through their global distribution networks so we can say with some confidence 
that we have made a global impact albeit on a relatively small issue! 

A project wrap-up report has been prepared and will be available via our website. I would like to thank 
the Aller River Project team including the Community Liaison Officer, Thozeka Letuka and all the Eco-
champs as well as the Take-Back-Our-Rivers (TBOR) team for their support and involvement in this 
project. The TBOR team comprised of the following members from the conservancies: Natalie Ellis,  Mark 
Liptrot, Hugh McGibbon and myself from Kloof Conservancy, Nick Swan from Assagay Conservancy, Luci 
Coelho from Hilcrest Conservancy, Richard Winn from Bufflesdraai and Mariannhill Landfill Conservancies 
and Margaret Burger from the Umgeni Estuary Conservancy 

The project has now ended while we seek additional funds to return to our broader river health mandate.  
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That ends the review of our advocacy initiatives. I would now like to cover the “hands-on” projects where 
we roll-up our sleeves and make things happen and hopefully have a direct impact on “Protecting Nature” 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve/3 Falls Trail Run/Krantzkloof Conference Centre 
Krantzkloof Nature Reserve has always had a special place in the Kloof Conservancy’s agenda, and this 
has continued to be the case in the past year. Our activities in this regard revolve around two fund-raising 
initiatives in the 3 Falls Trail run and the Krantzkloof Conference Centre. The funds raised from these 
initiatives are then used to support projects generally of an improvement nature in the reserve itself.  
 

 

Photo above: A group of 3 Falls Marshals ready to leave on a route inspection on the weekend before the 
event. 

 

The 3 Falls Trail run has established itself as one of the leading trail running events in the province and 
the 300 places available were sold out in a few days. Our costs are minimal, so it makes a handsome 
contribution to the projects fund. The event itself requires over 70 volunteers on the day so it would be 
a challenge to mention them all individually, but I do extend sincere thanks to them.  

I would like to thank the organising team of Bruce Crouch, Brad Phillips as well as Hugo Schuitemaker who 
took over the role of Safety Officer from Andrew McKay. Thanks also to Waldo Bekker for facilitating the 
interaction and approvals from Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife. 

The Krantzkloof Conference Centre has continued to be a popular venue for weddings and family 
gatherings and provides good value for money in a great setting. We did invest in upgrading the garden 
and entrance and turned a small profit (after deducting the “lease fee” of R50 000 to Ezemvelo) which 
added to the project’s kitty. I would like to thank Bev Candotti who puts in an enormous amount of time 
in processing enquiries, bookings and ensuring the venue is spick and span for every event. Thanks also 
to Bruce Crouch and Brad Phillips who provide back-up support.  
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The lease expired at the end of March 2020 and we are waiting for the 2-year renewal to come through 
from Ezemvelo. The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in the closure of the venue for the duration of the 
lockdown and it is not clear when the venue will be once again available for hire. The impact on 
profitability will be serious and may result in a loss being made on this project. 

Below is a summary of the income and expenses related to the reserve 

 

The most difficult project was the improvement of the parking area at Kloof Falls Road which included 
repairing the post and rail fencing damaged during the severe flooding in April 2019. I would like to extend 
a sincere thanks to Martin Gardiner for all the hard-physical work (and funds) that he has personally put 
into the parking area improvements. It was not unusual to find Martin barefoot, covered in mud and 
wielding a hammer or a saw as he endeavoured to keep the damage from heavy rains to a minimum! 

In supporting the reserve, we also interact positively with the Krantzkloof Honorary Officers with whom 
we have a good working relationship and hope to work with them on more projects in the future. 

We have had some setbacks in the reserve due to the severe Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife budget cuts. The 
numerous consequences of the budget cuts included the closure of the view site off Bridle Road and the 
spread of invasive bracken fern which may result in damage to the high biodiversity value and endangered 
KZN Sandstone Sourveld grasslands in the reserve. 
 
Despite these concerns our commitment to Krantzkloof Nature Reserve is unwavering. It is an invaluable 
community asset both for hiking, trail running and appreciating nature and could be an outstanding model 
to demonstrate the importance of community support for the sustainable use of natural resources. Given 
its location at the centre of the eThekwini Metro Area it is arguably the most valuable small nature in 
Ezemvelo’s portfolio.  We are working (delayed by the Covid-19 lockdown) at addressing our concerns 
and will do so in a constructive and responsible manner. 

M13 Project 
This is one of our flagship projects which has been running since 2001 and enables us to raise funds from 
advertising sponsorship which are then ploughed back into managing the vegetation on the M13 as well 
as funding a full-time litter collection team. 
 

Income
3 Falls (net of expenses) R90 882
Krantzkloof Conference Centre (net of Expenses and EKZNW Fee) R11 963

Total Income R102 845

Expenses
Map Purchase -R48 634
Project - Bracken -R8 640
Project - Trail Repairs -R21 895
Project - Picnic Site Upgrade (including signage, tap and drain at Nkutu) -R43 544

Total Expenses -R122 713

Net Profit/Loss on Krantzkloof - loss funded from KC reserves -R19 868

Summary of Kloof Conservancy Income and Exepnses for Krantzkloof NR 
1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020
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The project has traditionally managed the M13 from the Hillcrest off-ramp to Richmond Road but during 
2019 this was extended to the Paradise Valley interchange when the uThekwane Conservancy who was 
managing that section closed down. 

I would like to extend sincere thanks to Hugh McGibbon who tirelessly ensures that all the advertising 
spots are taken and paid for – a thankless task at times! With the Covid-19 pandemic we are expecting a 
decline in income as sponsors may be unable to pay and we will need to adjust our plans accordingly. 

Memorial Park 
We maintain a watching brief in Memorial Park and work very closely with Parks Department to ensure 
the park is well maintained and free of invasive alien plants. I would like to thank Ian Sandison for his 
regular, almost daily inspections of the park and for stepping in with minor repairs as and when needed 
and also for tackling the occasional invasive species which pops up. 
 

Msinsi Grasslands 
A small team continues to work one Saturday per month on rehabilitating this important grassland. The 
progress has been steady and has expanded into the final forest section. Significant work is still needed 
before the entire 8,5ha can be declared as “rehabilitated” but those sections that have been rehabilitated 
are now in good health and of biodiversity importance. We are still liaising with eThekwini Municipality 
to ensure that the land is transferred from the Provincial Department of Public Works to the municipality 
after which the intention is to declare the property as a conservation area. Unfortunately, this process is 
bogged down in bureaucracy!  
 
I extend my thanks to regular “workers” Bruce Crouch and Barry Lang for their untiring commitment and 
hard physical work! 

 

Photo above: Polystachya sandersonii – one of the many special plants at Msinsi 
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Verges Project 
We have reduced our effort on the clearing of invasive plant species on street verges primarily as a 
budgetary precaution. As a result of our better than expected income from the Indigenous Open Gardens 
we did fund work along Kloof Falls Road which included some rehabilitation and planting. 
 

Caracal and Mongoose Research Project 
A small team of conservancy members as well as other residents have been providing ongoing support to 
researcher Jarryd Streicher in trapping and tracking Mongoose and Caracal in the areas surrounding the 
Krantzkloof Nature Reserve. The trapping of the mongoose was exceptionally successful and has provided 
meaningful research data which Jarryd is using to finalise his PhD. Unfortunately, the Caracal have been 
too willy and we have not been able to entice them into the traps! The project is currently on hold as 
Jarryd wraps up his PhD on the Mongoose.  
The work by the team requires a high level of dedication as the traps need to be checked every day at the 
crack of dawn and every evening and they also need to be cleaned and refurbished particularly if they 
have been disturbed by “by-catch” of porcupine of Large Spotted Genet!  

Sincere thanks to Brett Markwell, Hein Pienaar, Andrew Surgeson, Dave Cloke, Hugh McGibbon, Amanda 
Jones, Michael Schleyer, Mark Liptrot and Chris and Christine Smart. Special thanks to Glynnis Jones who 
provided her veterinary services on a pro-bono basis.  

 
 

 
Photo above: A caracal nonchalantly walking past and ignoring the trap! 
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All Rise Attorneys for Climate and Environmental Justice 
In last year’s report I mentioned that we had paled an important role together with WESSA and also made 
a substantial financial contribution to help establish a legal support centre which would be able to tackle 
environmental issues in the province on a legal basis. A not-for-profit Company, All Rise Attorneys for 
Climate and Environmental Justice has been established and has run one training workshop. 
 
The project is hampered by lack of funding and prospects look difficult in the short term. I am still of the 
view that this is an important initiative in the bigger battle to protect our environment and we will look 
to assess how we can support the initiative further in 2020/2021 

 
 

Outreach Kwa-Ximba Conservancy  
We have continued our longstanding relationship of support for the Kwa-Ximba Conservancy near Cato 
Ridge. Our most intensive activity is the organisation of the Kwa-Ximba Trail Run which is an important 
fund raiser as well as a marketing opportunity for the area. The environmental challenges are significant 
with illegal hunting, rampant illegal sand-mining and irresponsible dumping of solid waste but we 
continue to work with the local committee and to help them network and some success has been 
achieved on the sand mining issue thanks to the intervention of the Environmental Inspectors from 
eThekwini’s Environmental Planning and Climate Protection Department. 
 

 

Photo above: Trail runners in Kwa Ximba going through an area devastated by illegal sand mining. 
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Molweni Eco Tourism Initiative 
A few years ago, I mentioned that we were keen to assist the community in neighbouring Molweni to 
develop a tented camp facility on the border of the Krantzkloof Reserve as a means to attract tourists to 
the area and to create economic benefits for the community. Unfortunately, we were not able to develop 
a financially viable proposal and the idea went on to the backburner. 
 
During 2019 we were approached by Philangathemba Trust (the outreach section of St Agnes Church) to 
explore our interest in reviving the idea and possibly looking at alternative tourism products. 
Philangathemba have a longstanding and highly successful outreach programme and are based at a 
“campus” next to Tholulwazi Secondary School. 

Since then we have been intensely involved in developing a “Molweni Meander” concept, a grouping of 
a number of small community run tourism products anchored by a Zip-line facility as a major attraction. 
A number of community meetings have been held and there appears to be a strong interest in taking the 
plans further. eThekwini municipality has also shown interest and a partnership has been developed with 
Green Corridors who represent the city in this venture. 

Kloof Conservancy has funded a familiarisation visit by community members including two iNduna’s to 
Karkloof Canopy Tours as well as financing the development of topographical maps in preparation for 
producing a more detailed EIA. A Not-For-Profit Company has now been established with representation 
from Philangathemba Trust, Green Corridors and Kloof Conservancy. The objective of this NPC is to 
develop the proposal and design including appropriate EIA and necessary permits as well as a viability 
assessment to a point where the proposal can be presented to potential funders. The Executive 
committee recently approved a donation of R15000 to the NPC as a one third contribution towards the 
costs of developing the proposal. 

The driving reason for our involvement is very well explained in the extracts below from Ezemvelo KZN 
Wildlife’s 2018/2019 Annual report. Our ultimate goal is to protect KKNR by having the neighbouring 
community benefiting from sustainable beneficiation of natural resources. 

The following extracts from Ezemvelo’s 2018/2019 Annual Report puts our involvement into context. In 
essence we are supporting Ezemvelo’s goals although there is currently no official involvement on their 
part in this initiative.  

From the Acting CEO: "I continue to believe that conservation will only succeed when the nearby 
communities begin reaping the fruits of living in close proximity to our protected areas. Our conservation 
programmes must always be initiated with their support." 

From the “Features” section in the report 

"Community development has been high on Ezemvelo’s agenda as conservation must create tangible 
benefits for people, especially for those who reside in the buffer zones i.e. adjacent to PAs. 

Ezemvelo is forging a distinctive identity in the field of community conservation as part of its integrated 
approach to enable job creation as well as environmentally sensitive land use activities.” 

I would like to thank Guy Nicholson (a Kloof Conservancy member) for his extensive pro-bono support in 
guiding us through the environmental assessment and planning phase. We are excited about this project 
because if successful it can be very transformative, bringing sustainable economic benefits and at the 
same time environmental benefits. 
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The above covers the bulk of our activities. Whilst we are very active as a conservancy there is much more 
that can be done. Below is a repeat of what I presented at the AGM in 2019.  

Projects we would love to run if we had more human resources! 

• Monitor EIA’s 
• Comment on EIA’s 
• Monitor Building Developments 
• Comment of draft Government legislation 
• Comment on Municipal initiatives such as the IDP 
• Molweni Source-to-Umgeni Project 

o Map the river and conditions (water quality, IAPs) 
o Develop a trail 

• Develop fauna and flora lists using iNaturalist 
o Butterflies, Birds, Insects, Plants/shrubs, Trees, Amphibians, Reptiles 

• Environmental Education at Schools 
• Outreach – encourage/establish a conservancy in Upper and Lower Molweni 
• Outreach – encourage/develop “adopt-a-spot” in Upper Molweni 
• Membership expansion 

If there are any volunteers to tackle any of the above projects (or any that we have not mentioned) then 
we would be very happy to hear from you! 

The Year Ahead 

The Covid-19 pandemic is wreaking havoc with our plans for 2020/2021 and at this stage it is difficult to 
assess the full impact. I have already mentioned the cancellation of the Indigenous Open Gardens, the 
loss of income on the M13 and the Krantzkloof Conference Centre and the likely delay of the 3 Falls Trail 
Run. It may also be difficult to continue with the Molweni River Health Schools Project in August as the 
schools will most probably have their hands full trying to catch up with lost time. 

We will monitor the situation and do the best we can. We will keep you informed of developments 
through our E-newsletter and e-mails. 

As I wrap up, I would like to thank all that I have not mentioned but who have helped in one or more 
ways. it really does make my life so much easier knowing that you are there when needed – my sincere 
thanks to you all – you are what makes us one of the leading conservancies in KZN.  

And finally, a thank you to the Exec team who have always been supportive even though we hardly ever 
meet on a formal basis! As in all organisations some are more active than others and so I will take the 
liberty of singling out Hugh McGibbon, Mervyn Gans and Bruce Crouch for their support. 

That wraps up the Chairman’s Report for the 2020 AGM. I hope to be able to answer any questions you 
submit via e-mail. The questions and answers will be included in the minutes of the AGM. 
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