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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 
 

Grade 3 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RL.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Think about the <event> from last week. Who 

<specific action>? Consider making a list of 

events and a list of students in the class. Work 

with students to match names with events.  

Read to remember who <specific 

character action> in this story. 

For example:  

Read to remember who won the 

game in this story. 

Read to remember who walked the 

dog.  

Read to remember who went to 

school. 

Provide a list of the characters 

in the text. After reading, ask 

students, "Who <action> in this 

story?" 

     

3 

EE.RL.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Work with students to make a list of things 

that make them feel <insert character 

feeling>.  

Read to remember who feels 

<character feeling> in this story. 

For example: 

Read to remember who feels happy 

in this story. 

Read to remember who feels angry 

in this story.  

Read to remember who feels lonely 

in this story.  

Provide a list of the characters 

in the text. After reading, ask 

students, "Who feels <specific 

character feeling> in this 

story?" 

     

3 

EE.RL.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

 
 

Make a list of student names and a second list 

of things they do. Work with students to 

match names with actions.  

Read to remember what <character 

name> <past tense verb>. 

For example: 

Read to remember what Robert 

wanted to do.  

Read to remember what the mouse 

ate.  

Read to remember what the girl put 

in her bag.  

If students do not have the 

communication skills to tell you 

what the character did, provide 

a list of actions from the story 

and ask the students to identify 

which were the things the 

character did. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RL.3.2 Associate 

details with events in 

stories from diverse 

cultures. 

Make a list of the things your students do at 

school and a list of the places where they do 

those things. Work with students to match the 

places and activities. For example, places 

might include the cafeteria, gymnasium, and 

media center. Actions might include eating 

lunch, checking out a book, and riding on 

scooters.  

 Read in order to identify the place 

where <specific story event> 

happened. 

Note: Depending on the level of the 

students in your class, you can focus 

on a single event in a single place or 

present them with a list of two or 

more events and ask them to 

remember the places where the 

events happened.  

Provide a list of the settings in 

the story. Work with students to 

identify the place where 

<specific story event 

happened>.  

     

3 

EE.RL.3.2 Associate 

details with events in 

stories from diverse 

cultures. 

Make a list of events you know make your 

students feel happy, sad, scared, etc. Then 

make a list of the associated feelings. Work 

with students to match the events with the 

way the event makes them feel.  

Example events include: 

(1) getting a present 

(2) making a new friend  

(3) singing a favorite song 

(4) standing for too long 

Read to identify how the <specific 

story event> made <character> feel. 

Provide a list of feelings. Work 

with students to identify how 

<character> felt when <specific 

story event>. 

     

3 

EE.RL.3.3 Identify the 

feelings of characters in a 

story. 

Work with students to make a list of words 

that tell how people feel.  

Read to identify the feelings from 

our list (see anchor activity) that 

describe how <character name> 

feels. 

Work with students to identify 

the word(s) from the list created 

during the anchor activity that 

tell how <character name> 

feels. 
     

3 

EE.RL.3.5 Determine the 

beginning, middle, and 

end of a familiar story 

with a logical order. 

Identify the things that happen at the 

beginning of the school day (using the 

schedule as needed). 

Identify what happens in the 

beginning of the story (from a list of 

three story events). 

Provide a list of three or more 

story events. Read them and ask 

students to determine which of 

the events happened at the 

beginning of the story. Note: If 

you ask students what happened 

first, make the association 

between first and beginning. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RL.3.5 Determine the 

beginning, middle, and 

end of a familiar story 

with a logical order. 

Identify the things that happen at the end of 

the day (providing response options as 

needed).  

Identify what happens at the end of 

the story (from a list of three story 

events). 

Provide a list of three or more 

story events. Read them and ask 

students to tell you what 

happened at the end of the 

story. Note: If you ask students 

what happened last, make the 

association between last and 

end. 
     

3 

EE.RL.3.5 Determine the 

beginning, middle, and 

end of a familiar story 

with a logical order. 

Identify the things that happen at the 

beginning, middle, or end of the school day 

(using the schedule as needed).  

Identify what happens in the 

beginning, middle, or end of the 

story (from a list of three or more 

story events). 

Provide a list of the three or 

more story events. Read them 

and ask students to tell you 

what happened at the beginning 

of the story. Repeat asking 

them to identify what happens 

in the middle, and one more 

time to identify what happens at 

the end of the story. Note: If 

you use the words first, next, 
and last, be sure to associate 

those words with beginning, 

middle, and end, respectively. 
     

3 

EE.RI.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Work with students to think about the people 

they know and the things they do. Make one 

column where you list who the people are. In 

the second column, list what they do.  

Read to remember who this article is 

about and what that person did. 

Ask students, "Who was this 

about?" Then ask, "What did 

<person's name> do?" If 

students do not have the 

communication skills to list 

names and actions, provide a 

list of people and actions from 

this text and from other texts 

that have been read recently. 

Using the lists, work with 

students to identify "Who was 

this about?" and "What did 

<person's name> do?" 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RI.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Make a list of who and what questions about 

students and other people in the school. 

Before reading, work with students to answer 

the questions. Provide three or more answer 

options as needed. 

Read to answer these who and what 
questions about the text. [Make a list 

of questions to read to the students 

before reading the text.] Avoid 

answering the questions as the 

answers appear in the text. Instead, 

read the entire text before answering 

the questions.  

Read each of the questions and 

work with students to answer 

them. Prepare multiple-choice 

responses if required. After 

answering, go back to the text 

to check.  

     

3 

EE.RI.3.2 Identify details 

in a text. 

Use a photograph of a familiar place or event 

and ask students to tell you two things they 

see in the picture.  

Read to remember two things the 

author tells us about <topic of the 

text>.  

Students recall two things. 

Alternatively, provide a list of 

details that did and did not 

appear in the story. Read each 

detail and ask students to 

indicate yes or no if the detail 

was in the story. 
 

    

3 

EE.RI.3.3 Order two 

events from a text as 

"first" and "next". 

Using familiar activities, give students two 

options at a time and have them identify 

which one is "first" then "next." Make sure 

the order is clearly defined (e.g., breakfast or 

lunch; Monday or Tuesday; tadpoles or frogs; 

seed or corn). 

Read to decide which of these two 

(read prepared events) is "first" then 

"next." 

Provide a list of two or more 

events that happened in the 

story. Read the events and ask 

students to indicate which 

comes first and which comes 

next. 
     

3 

EE.RL.3.4 Determine 

words and phrases that 

complete literal sentences 

in a text. 

Write sentences about students in the class 

deleting the names or other important words 

or phrases. For example, "<name of person> 

knows a lot about the solar system," and "Sam 

likes to drink <name of drink>." Work with 

students to complete the sentences. 

Read to determine which words 

complete these sentences from the 

book. [Write sentences from the 

book with important words or 

phrases missing, and provide a bank 

of words and phrases from the book 

that will be used to complete them. 

Read the sentences before reading 

the text.] 

Read each of the prepared 

sentences one at a time. After 

reading each sentence, read the 

words in the list and ask 

students to indicate which word 

completes each sentence. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RI.3.4 Determine 

words and phrases that 

complete literal sentences 

in a text. 

Write sentences about students in the class, 

deleting the names or other important words 

or phrases. For example, "<name of person> 

knows a lot about the solar system," and, 

"Sam likes to drink <name of drink>." Work 

with students to complete the sentences. 

Read to determine which words 

complete these sentences from the 

book [Write sentences from the book 

with important words or phrases 

missing, and provide a bank of 

words and phrases from the book 

that will be used to complete them. 

Read the sentences before reading 

the text.] 

Students choose the words and 

phrases that complete each 

sentence as you read it aloud.  

     

3 

EE.RI.3.5 With guidance 

and support, use text 

features including 

headings and key words 

to locate information in a 

text.  

Using the calendar, schedule, or other visual 

support in the classroom, work with students 

to identify the headings and words that 

provide information.  

Read to find the headings and key 

words that provide information about 

<topic of the text>. 

Working with the student 

reread the text and stop at the 

headings and keywords to 

decide what information each 

provides.  

     

3 

EE.RI.3.8 Identify two 

related points the author 

makes in an informational 

text. 

Gather a collection of pictures or objects that 

include sets that are related (e.g., hat/mittens, 

apple/orange, pencil/crayon). Ask students to 

find the pictures or objects that belong 

together "because they are related." 

Read to identify which of these 

details are related. [Prepare a list of 

details from the text that are related 

to each other in two or more groups. 

Read the list to the students before 

reading the text.] 

Read each detail on the list and 

ask students to find details that 

are related.  

     

3 

EE.L.3.5.a Determine the 

literal meaning of words 

and phrases in context. 

Write sentences about the students in the class 

and things they know well. Then ask students 

to tell what specific words mean. For 

example, "Sam's art project is fantastic, and I 

like it," or "The box is enormous, and I can't 

pick it up." 

Read to identify the meaning of 

<insert words or phrases> in this 

book. [Prepare a list of words that 

have a clear, literal meaning in the 

text.] 

Ask students to say what each 

word means. Alternatively, 

prepare a list of short 

definitions for each of the 

words on the list. Read each 

definition and ask students to 

identify the word that matches 

the definition. 
     

3 

EE.L.3.5.c Identify words 

that describe personal 

emotional states. 

Write a list of words including feeling words 

and non-feeling words. Ask students to vote 

yes or no to indicate whether each word 

expresses a feeling, or ask students to sort the 

words into the two groups. 

Read to identify feeling words in the 

book.  

Students list the feeling words 

they remember from the text. 

Alternatively, provide a list of 

feeling words that did and did 

not appear in the book. Ask 

students to identify the feeling 

words that did appear in the 

book. 



DLM Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports       Page 6 of 30 
© 2019 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, Department of Allied Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 
     

3 

EE.RL.3.9 Identify 

common elements in two 

stories in a series. 

Using pairs of students, work with them to 

determine the ways they are the same.  

Read to remember one thing that is 

the same in these two stories.  

Students describe one thing that 

was the same. Alternatively, 

provide a list of things from 

both stories that include some 

things that are the same and 

most that are different.  
     

3 

EE.RI.3.9 Identify 

similarities between two 

texts on the same topic. 

Read the menu from two days at school 

(select two days with something in common 

on the menus). Ask the students to identify 

something that is the same on the two menus.  

Read to remember one thing that is 

the same in these two texts about 

<topic>.  

Students describe one thing that 

was the same. Alternatively, 

provide a list of things from 

both texts that include some 

things that are the same and 

most that are different.  

Grade 4  

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

4 

EE.RL.4.1 Use details 

from the text to recount 

what the text says. 

As a group, work to recount the story from a 

familiar book, television show, or movie.  

Read to remember this story so you 

can tell it in your own words.  

Students work to recount the 

story. Consider providing a list 

of details that you can read 

aloud to support students in 

recounting the story. 
     

4 

EE.RL.4.5 Identify 

elements that are 

characteristic of stories. 

Identify the reason a conflict occurred from a 

personal experience.  

Read to identify the characters in the 

story. 

Indicate the character names or 

select them from a list 

prepared prior to reading.  

Work with students to make a list of things 

that happen every day at school.  

Read to identify two or more events 

in the story.  

Describe two or more events 

or select them from a list of 

story events and non-events 

prepared prior to reading. 

Work with students to make a list of problems 

that have happened in the school or classroom 

recently.  

Read to identify the problem in the 

story.  

Describe the problem or select 

it from a list of story events 

and non-events prepared prior 

to reading. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

4 

EE.RI.4.2 Identify the 

main idea of a text when 

it is explicitly stated. 

Work with students to tell what a favorite 

activity is about in ten words or fewer.  

Read to tell what a text is about in 

ten words or fewer.  

Write ten blanks on the board 

and ask students to start telling 

what the text is about. When 

the blanks are full, work with 

them to decide if there are 

other words needed (most 

likely there will be) and 

determine which words to 

replace with the new words.  
     

4 

EE.RI.4.3 Identify an 

explicit detail that is 

related to an individual, 

event or idea in a 

historical, scientific, or 

technical text. 

Gather items that are used during different 

activities at school (e.g., art class, science 

class, lunch) and ask students to identify 

which items are related to each event.  

Read to determine which details are 

related to <name individual, event, 

or idea>. [Prepare a list of details 

that do and do not appear in the text, 

and read them before reading the 

text.] 

Restate, "Which details are 

related to <name individual, 

event, or idea>?" Then read 

the list of details, asking 

students to indicate which are 

related.  
     

4 

EE.RI.4.5 Identify 

elements that are 

characteristic of 

informational texts. 

Use a school lunch menu, newsletter, or other 

informational text that is familiar to the 

students. Work together to identify captions, 

graphics, maps, bolded or italicized words, 

and other features that are characteristics of an 

informational text. Make a list of the features 

as they are identified. 

Read to see if any of the features in 

the list we just created are in the text.  

After reading, read each item 

on the list created in the 

anchor activity and ask 

students to indicate if it was in 

the text or not.   

     

4 

EE.RL.4.2 Identify the 

theme or central idea of a 

familiar story, drama or 

poem. 

Provide students with a list of common topics 

that are linked to common themes (e.g., 

friendship, honesty, hard work, courage). 

Explain the meaning of each. Then, provide 

one or two life lessons or messages (themes) 

we often hear related to each topic (e.g., 

"friends help each other," "it is always best to 

be honest," "it takes courage to do the right 

thing"). Ask students to determine which 

theme goes with each topic. Finally, ask 

students to provide examples of each theme. 

Read to identify what this story is 

about (topic) and then decide what 

the lesson is (theme). 

After reading, ask students to 

tell what the text is about, 

choosing from a list you have 

created if needed. Then ask 

them to identify the lesson, 

choosing from a list of three or 

more that relate to the topic.   
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

4 

EE.RL.4.4 Determine the 

meaning of words in a 

text. 

Teach students to play I Spy. Play the game as 

a group, taking turns giving clues and trying 

to guess what the clue-giver is seeing. 

Emphasize that they can figure out the target 

item (word) based on the clues.  

Tell students to read to find clues 

that help them know what a target 

word from the passage means. Be 

sure to tell them the target word or 

words before reading.  

Ask students to tell you the 

meaning of the target word. 

Then work together to go back 

to the text to find the clues that 

tell what the word means. If 

students do not have the 

communication skills to tell 

the meaning of the word, 

provide a list of potential 

meanings and ask them to 

select the meaning they think 

is best. 
     

4 
EE.RL.4.6 Identify the 

narrator of a story. 

Ask the adults or some of the students in the 

class to take turns telling a story about 

something that happened to them. As each 

story is finished, identify who told each story. 

Read to determine who is telling the 

story. 

Indicate who is telling the 

story, or select the name of the 

narrator from a list of the 

characters that are in the story.  

     

4 
EE.RI.4.4 Determine 

meaning of words in text. 

Teach students to play I Spy. Play the game as 

a group, taking turns giving clues and trying 

to guess what the clue-giver is seeing. 

Emphasize that they can figure out the target 

item (word) based on the clues.  

Tell students to read to find clues 

that help them know what a target 

word from the passage means. Be 

sure to tell them the target word or 

words before reading.  

Ask students to tell you the 

meaning of the target word. 

Then work together to go back 

to the text to find the clues that 

tell what the word means. If 

students do not have the 

communication skills to tell 

the meaning of the word, 

provide a list of potential 

meanings and ask them to 

select the meaning they think 

is best. 
     

4 

EE.RI.4.8 Identify one or 

more reasons supporting 

a specific point in an 

informational text. 

Write a statement about someone at school 

that all of the students know. For example, 

"Coach Brian is a great PE teacher." Then 

work with students to create a list of reasons 

that support the statement. For example, (1) 

he plays our favorite music, (2) he makes us 

laugh, and (3) he made an obstacle course. If 

Read to identify two things that 

support the statement "<insert a 

detail from the text>." 

Read the statement and ask 

students to provide two things 

that support the point. If 

students do not have the 

communication skills to 

provide reasons, create a list 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

students do not have the communication skills 

to provide reasons, create a list and ask them 

to select reasons from the list. 

and ask them to select reasons 

from the list. 

     

4 

EE.L.4.5.c Demonstrate 

an understanding of 

opposites. 

Ask students how they may feel at an event 

such as a birthday party. Ask them to describe 

opposite of that emotion.  

Determine the opposite of how 

<insert a character from the text> 

feels. 

Provide students with a list of 

words that includes a word 

that is the opposite of the 

target word. Read the words in 

the list, and ask students to 

indicate if the word is an 

opposite or not.  

4  

Provide students with four words that 

represent common pairs of opposites (hot and 

cold; happy and sad). List the four words and 

ask students to decide which ones go together. 

Read to determine which words used 

in the text (list the words) are 

opposites.  

Read the words aloud and ask 

students to determine which 

pairs of words are opposites.  

     

4 

EE.RI.4.9 Compare 

details presented in two 

texts on the same topic. 

Present two menus (using picture supports as 

needed) and compare the types of food on 

each one.  

Read to decide which details in the 

list are in <text 1> and <text 2>.  

Provide a list of details from 

the two texts. Read each detail 

and ask students to indicate 

whether the detail appeared in 

only one of the texts or both of 

the texts.  

Grade 5 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RL.5.1 Identify words 

in the text to answer a 

question about explicit 

information. 

Provide students with a list of things that do 

and do not answer a question you pose. For 

example, provide a list of things that do and 

do not make the students laugh. Ask, "What 

makes you laugh?" and then read through the 

list together to decide which things make 

them laugh. 

Read to figure out which of these 

words from the story (provide a list) 

answer the question, "<provide a 

question>?"  

Read the question again and 

then read each of the words in 

the list, asking students to 

indicate whether the word can 

be used to answer the 

question.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RI.5.1 Identify words 

in the text to answer a 

question about explicit 

information. 

Provide students with a list of things that do 

and do not answer a question you pose. For 

example, provide a list of things that do and 

do not make the students laugh. Ask, "What 

makes you laugh?" and then read through the 

list together to decide which things make 

them laugh. 

Read to figure out which of these 

words from the story (provide a list) 

answer the question, "<provide a 

question>?" 

Read the question again and 

then read each of the words in 

the list asking students to 

indicate whether the word can 

be used to answer the 

question.  

     

5 

EE.RI.5.5 Determine if a 

text tells about events, 

gives directions, or 

provides information on a 

topic. 

Present a series of familiar texts such as 

calendars, lunch menus, and recipes. Ask 

students to tell what each type of text 

describes. If students lack the communication 

skills to tell about the texts, provide a list and 

work with students to match the items in the 

list with the different text types. 

Read to determine if the text tells 

about events, gives directions, or 

tells us about a topic. 

Read through the three 

options (tells about events, 

gives directions, or tells about 

a topic) and ask students to 

indicate yes or no. 

     

5 

EE.RI.5.7 Locate 

information in print or 

digital sources. 

Using a flyer from a grocery store or other 

retail store, work together with students to 

locate different items. For example, ask 

students to look to see what drinks the store 

has on sale. 

Read to find <state specific 

information the students should 

locate>. 

Ask students to show where 

the information is located. 

     

5 

EE.RL.5.2 Identify the 

central idea or theme of a 

story, drama or poem. 

Provide students with a list of common topics 

that are linked to common themes (e.g., 

friendship, honesty, hard work, courage). 

Explain the meaning of each. Then, provide 

one or two life lessons or messages (themes) 

we often hear related to each topic (e.g., 

"friends help each other," "it is always best to 

be honest," "it takes courage to do the right 

thing"). Ask students to determine which 

theme goes with each topic. Finally, ask 

students to provide examples of each theme. 

Read to identify what this story is 

about (topic) and then decide what 

the lesson is (theme). 

After reading, ask students to 

tell what the text is about, 

choosing from a list you have 

created if needed. Then ask 

them to identify the lesson, 

choosing from a list of three 

or more that relate to the 

topic.   
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RL.5.3 Compare two 

characters in a familiar 

story.  

Compare two people (teachers, students, aids, 

related service providers) in the school. Work 

with students to generate a list of ways the 

two people are the same.  

Read to decide how <state character 

names> are the same in this story.  

Produce list of items that 

includes things that are the 

same and different about the 

two characters. Read each 

item and ask the students to 

indicate whether the 

characteristic is a way the two 

characters are the same. 
     

5 

EE.RL.5.4 Determine the 

intended meaning of 

multi-meaning words in a 

text. 

Write three or more multi-meaning words 

(e.g., can, bark, fair, bat, park, brush, saw, 

trunk) including the one that will be the focus 

of the lesson. Select photos that represent two 

or more meanings for each word. Ask 

students to match the photos with the 

meanings of each word.  

Read to decide what the word 

<multi-meaning word> means in this 

text. 

Select the picture from those 

used prior to reading that best 

reflects the meaning of the 

intended meaning of the word 

in the text. 

     

5 

EE.RL.5.6 Determine the 

point of view of the 

narrator. 

Display a picture that shows a person or group 

of people having fun doing something that 

others might not like (e.g., kids having fun 

making a mess, a winning team celebrating). 

Write statements from different points of view 

(For example, about the kids' mess, write 

"Let's get more!," "What a mess!," or "They 

were in so much trouble," and about the 

winning team, write "We won!" or "We were 

so mad."), and ask students to decide if the 

statements come from someone in the picture 

or someone talking about the people in the 

picture. 

Read to determine whether the 

person telling the story (the narrator) 

is a character in the story or someone 

talking about the characters in the 

story.  

Students tell if they think the 

person telling the story (the 

narrator) is a character in the 

story or someone talking 

about the characters in the 

story.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RI.5.2 Identify the 

main idea of a text when 

it is not explicitly stated. 

Ask students to name a favorite movie. 

Choose one that is familiar to the group, and 

work with them to describe what the movie is 

about in ten words or fewer. Draw ten blanks 

on the board and write the words as students 

provide them until the ten blanks are full. 

Erase and replace as needed until everyone is 

satisfied that the ten words describe what the 

movie is about. 

Read to describe what the story is 

about in ten words or fewer. 

Using the same process that 

you used during the anchor 

activity, draw ten blanks on 

the board and ask students to 

start telling you what the 

story is about. Erase and 

replace as needed until 

everyone is satisfied that the 

ten words describe what the 

story is about.  
     

5 

EE.RI.5.4 Determine the 

meanings of domain-

specific words and 

phrases. 

Write sentences about students in the class 

that include domain-specific words that can 

be understood based on the context of the 

sentence (e.g., Tim uses his walker to 

ambulate. Nitasha devours her lunch every 

day.). Work with students to figure out the 

meaning of the words.  

Read to decide on the meaning of 

<list one or more domain-specific 

words or phrases> from the text. 

Write the sentences that 

include the domain-specific 

words, and read them with the 

students after finishing the 

text. Ask students to tell the 

meaning of the words or to 

select the meaning from a list 

you provide.  
     

5 

EE.RI.5.8 Identify the 

relationship between a 

specific point and 

supporting reasons in an 

informational text.  

Write the name of a person or an animal and a 

place that animal should not live. Ask 

students to list reasons that show that a 

<choose a specific place> is not a good place 

for a <person or animal> to live. Students can 

select from a list of reasons you provide if 

needed. 

Read to identify the details from the 

text that tell why <specific point 

from text>.  

Provide students with a list of 

details from the story that do 

and do not tell why <specific 

point from text>. Ask 

students to identify the details 

that tell why <specific point 

from text>. 

     

5 

EE.L.5.4.a Use sentence 

level context to determine 

which word is missing 

from a content area text. 

Present (e.g. sentence strips, white board, 

smart board) a three-sentence passage about 

<content area>. One sentence should include a 

space for an omitted word. Use the 

information from the two complete sentences 

to determine the missing word.  

Read a sentence about <content area 

text> to fill in a missing word. 

Identify the missing word 

from a pre-generated list of 

choices.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.L.5.5.c Demonstrate 

understanding of words 

that have similar 

meanings. 

Provide students with two sets of words that 

have similar meanings. Have students work to 

match the words across the two lists (e.g., big 

and large; small and little; mad and angry; 

sick and ill; start and begin). After students 

match the words, write a sentence you have 

prepared and read it with both of the words. 

Write three or more sets of words 

with similar meanings including one 

or more sets from the text. Read to 

decide which words are used in the 

text and which have similar 

meanings.  

Work with students to 

underline the words in the 

lists that were used in the text 

and then match those with 

similar meanings.  

     

5 

EE.RL.5.5 Identify story 

element that undergoes 

change from beginning to 

end. 

Work with students to generate a list of ways 

they have changed as they have grown up.  

Determine how <story element> 

changes from the beginning to end of 

the story.  

As students to tell how the 

<story element> changed. 

Alternatively, provide three 

or more statements including 

one that describes the story 

element at the beginning and 

one that describes the story 

element at the end.  
     

5 

EE.RL.5.9 Compare 

stories, myths, or texts 

with similar topics or 

themes. 

Compare two boys, two girls, or two adults in 

the class who are similar in several ways. 

Make a list of the words that students 

generate, or generate a list for them and let 

them select the words that tell how the two 

people are similar.   

Read to determine how <name of 

text> and <name of different text> 

are similar. 

Create a list of details about 

each story. This can be done 

as a class, or the teacher can 

generate the list ahead of 

time. Read through each list 

and select the details that tell 

how the two are similar.  
     

5 

EE.RI.5.3 Compare two 

individuals, events or 

ideas in a text. 

Compare two boys, two girls, or two adults in 

the class who are similar in several ways. 

Make a list of the words that students generate 

or generate a list for them and let them select 

the words that tell how the two people are 

similar.   

Read to identify how <insert 

character name> and <insert another 

character name> are similar.  

Create a list of details about 

each story. This can be done 

as a class, or the teacher can 

generate the list ahead of 

time. Read through each list 

and select the details that tell 

how the two are similar. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RI.5.9 Compare and 

contrast details gained 

from two texts on the 

same topic. 

Compare and contrast two important events, 

people, or places that are familiar to the 

students. Help them generate lists of ways the 

two are similar and different. If needed, create 

a list and ask the students to identify the 

words that tell how the two are similar and 

different.  

Read to determine how <details of 

text 1> are different from <details 

from text 2>.  

Create a list of details from 

the two stories. This can be 

done as a class, or the teacher 

can generate the list ahead of 

time. Read through each list 

and ask students to determine 

which details tell how the two 

are similar and how they are 

different.  

Grade 6 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.RL.6.1 Determine 

what a text says explicitly 

as well as what simple 

inferences must be drawn. 

Make a list of common things that adults say 

to the students (e.g., "It is too loud.") and ask 

students to tell what the adult really means 

(e.g., be quiet) when they say these things. 

Provide several examples, and ask students 

to match if needed.  

Read to determine what the text says 

and what it really means.  

Make a list of details that do 

and do not come from the 

story. Ask students to identify 

the details from the story. Then 

ask students to identify 

inference statements that tell 

what the text really means.  

     

6 

EE.RL.6.2 Identify details 

in a text that are related to 

the theme or central idea. 

Provide students with a familiar theme (e.g., 

friendship, fairness, anger) and a list of 

details that do and do not relate to it. Ask 

students to identify the details that are related 

to the theme.  

Read to determine the details in the 

text that are related to <state the 

theme>.  

Provide students with the 

theme and a list of details from 

the text. Ask them to identify 

the details from the text that 

relate to the theme. 

     

6 

EE.RL.6.3 Identify how a 

character responds to a 

challenge in story. 

Make a list of problems that students have 

experienced at school (e.g., lost book, missed 

bus, dropped lunch tray) and a list of the 

ways they responded to each (e.g., called 

mom, got mad, searched everywhere). Ask 

students to identify the problem that matches 

each response.  

Read to identify what <insert 

character's name> does when <insert 

description of the challenge>.  

Ask students to identify what 

the character did in response to 

the problem stated in the 

purpose.   
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6 

EE.RL.6.4 Determine 

how word choice changes 

the meaning in a text. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style text 

(http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). Work 

together to complete the same Mad Libs-type 

text two times. Determine how the passage 

changed when different words were used.  

Read to determine how the meaning 

of the text would be different if the 

author used <list alternate words> 

instead of <list target words from 

the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the 

text given the words the author 

used. Then consider how it 

would be different with the 

alternate words. 

     

6 

EE.RL.6.5 Determine the 

structure of a text (e.g., 

story, poem, or drama). 

Present a story, a poem, and a drama. Read 

parts of each and describe how they are 

different from each other.  

Read the text to determine if <insert 

title> is a story, poem, or drama.  

Ask students to decide if the 

text is a story, poem, or drama 

and to identify how they know.  
     

6 

EE.RL.6.6 Identify words 

or phrases in the text that 

describe or show what the 

narrator or speaker is 

thinking or feeling. 

Provide an example of a time when a student 

shared something that was clearly emotional 

(e.g., winning a game, losing something) or 

thoughtful (e.g., helping someone). Ask 

students to identify words that tell how the 

students were thinking or feeling.  

Read to identify the words that tell 

how the narrator or speaker feels (or 

thinks).  

Provide students with a list of 

words and ask them to select 

the words that tell how the 

narrator or speaker feels (or 

thinks).  

     

6 

EE.RI.6.1 Analyze a text 

to determine what it says 

explicitly as well as what 

inferences should be 

drawn. 

Make a list of common things that adults say 

to the students (e.g., "It is too loud.") and ask 

students to tell what the adult really means 

(e.g., be quiet) when they say these things. 

Provide several and ask students to match if 

needed.  

Read to determine what the text says 

and what it really means.  

Make a list of details that do 

and do not come from the 

story. Ask students to identify 

the details from the story. Then 

ask students to identify 

inference statements that tell 

what the text really means.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.RI.6.2 Determine the 

main idea of a passage 

and details or facts related 

to it. 

Ask students to name a favorite movie. 

Choose one that is familiar to the group, and 

work with students to describe what the 

movie is about in ten words or fewer. Draw 

ten blanks on the board and write the words 

as students provide them until the ten are 

full. Erase and replace as needed until 

everyone is satisfied that the ten words that 

describe what the movie is about. Then list 

three details or facts related to the main idea.  

Read to describe what the story is 

about in ten words or fewer. Then 

identify two or three facts related to 

the main idea.  

Using the same process that 

you used during the anchor 

activity, draw ten blanks on the 

board and ask students to start 

telling you what the story is 

about. Erase and replace as 

needed until everyone is 

satisfied that the ten words 

describe what the story is 

about. Then ask students to 

identify details or facts related 

to the main idea. 
     

6 

EE.RI.6.4 Determine how 

word choice changes the 

meaning of a text. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style text 

(http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). Work 

together to complete the same Mad Libs-

style text two times. Determine how the 

passage changed when different words were 

used.  

Read to determine how the meaning 

of the text would be different if the 

author used <list alternate words> 

instead of <list target words from 

the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the 

text given the words the author 

used. Then consider how it 

would be different with the 

alternate words. 

     

6 

EE.RI.6.5 Determine how 

the title fits the structure 

of the text. 

Read a simple picture book with a clear text 

structure (e.g., cause and effect; compare and 

contrast; sequence; listing; problem and 

solution; description) and title that matches 

the structure. Help students understand how 

the title fits the structure. For example, (a) If 

You Give a Mouse a Cookie is a cause and 

effect text with a title that hints at if-then; (b) 

Fun Dog, Sun Dog is a descriptive book that 

includes two descriptive words in the title; 

(c) 

https://tarheelreader.org/2012/09/23/grocery-

list/ is a listing text with a title that gives it 

away. 

Read to decide the structure of the 

text and then tell how the title fits 

the structure.  

Begin by asking students to 

determine the structure of the 

text you read (e.g., cause and 

effect; compare and contrast; 

sequence; listing; problem and 

solution; description). Then tell 

how the title fits the structure. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

6 

EE.RI.6.5 Determine how 

the title fits the structure 

of the text. 

Read a simple picture book with a clear text 

structure (e.g., cause and effect; compare and 

contrast; sequence; listing; problem and 

solution; description) and title that matches 

the structure. Help students understand how 

the title fits the structure. For example, (a) If 
You Give a Mouse a Cookie is a cause and 

effect text with a title that hints at if-then; (b) 

Fun Dog, Sun Dog is a descriptive book that 

includes two descriptive words in the title; 

(c) 

https://tarheelreader.org/2012/09/23/grocery-

list/ is a listing text with a title that gives it 

away. 

Read to decide the structure of the 

text and then tell how the title fits 

the structure.  

Begin by asking students to 

determine the structure of the 

text you read (e.g., cause and 

effect; compare and contrast; 

sequence; listing; problem and 

solution; description). Then tell 

how the title fits the structure. 

     

6 

EE.RI.6.6 Identify words 

or phrases in the text that 

describe or show the 

author's point of view. 

Provide an example of a time when a student 

or adult in the class expressed an opinion or 

belief (e.g., liking or disliking a lunch 

choice; a favorite team will win). Ask 

students to identify words from a list that tell 

or show the person's opinion or belief.  

Read to identify the words that tell 

the author's opinion or point of 

view. 

Provide students with a list of 

words, and ask them to select 

the words that tell the author's 

opinion or belief.  

     

6 

EE.RI.6.8 Distinguish 

claims in a text supported 

by reason. 

Present a statement that reflects an opinion or 

belief about something familiar to all of the 

students (e.g., the school dance was fun). 

Then ask students to provide (or select from 

a list) reasons that support the opinion or 

belief (we got to: dance, hang out with 

friends, decorate the gym, stay up late, listen 

to music).  

Read <title of text> to determine 

which of the following opinions or 

beliefs <provide examples of claims 

from the text> are supported by facts 

or other reasons.  

Review the opinions or beliefs 

(claims) provided. Then ask 

students to decide if the author 

provides reasons to support it.  

     

6 

EE.L.6.5.a Identify the 

meaning of simple similes 

(e.g., the man was as big 

as a tree.)  

Present a simile that students are likely to 

have heard before (think of adults in the 

environment and similes they use regularly: 

"cute as a kitten," "happy as a clam," "cold as 

ice," "sweet as sugar"). Note: You can wait 

to teach the word simile until after students 

can understand similes. 

Read to determine what the author 

means when they write, "<insert 

simile>". 

Review the simile you 

presented. Ask students to tell 

what it means or to select the 

meaning from a list you 

provide.  
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6 

EE.L.6.5.b Demonstrate 

understanding of words 

by identifying other 

words with similar and 

different meanings. 

Discuss a target word (tiny) and work with 

students to determine other words that have a 

similar meaning (little, small) and a different 

meaning (big, large).  

Read to decide which of these words 

<provide a list> have meanings that 

are similar and different from these 

words in the text <provide list>.  

Ask students to identify the 

words from the list that have 

similar and different words 

from the target words. 
     

6 

EE.RI.6.3 Identify a 

detail that elaborates upon 

individuals, events, or 

ideas introduced in a text. 

Ask students to choose a person, event, or 

idea from a list you provide. Then ask them 

to tell (or select from a list) two or more 

details about their choice.  

Read to identify two details that tell 

about <individual, event, idea>.  

Identify two or more details 

that tell about <individual, 

event, idea>.  

     

6 

EE.RI.6.9 Compare and 

contrast how two texts 

describe the same event.  

Prior to the lesson, ask two students to tell 

about a common event (e.g., what happened 

in PE). Write their descriptions. Read them 

to the group, and work with students to 

identify the ways that the descriptions are the 

same and different.  

Read to identify how the description 

of <event> in <text title 1> is the 

same and different from the 

description in <text title 2>.  

Display side-by-side the 

descriptions of the event 

provided in the two texts. Ask 

students to identify the parts 

that are the same. Then identify 

the parts that are different.  

Grade 7 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

7 

EE.RL.7.1 Analyze text 

to identify where 

information is explicitly 

stated and where 

inferences must be 

drawn. 

Prepare a simple story about getting ready 

and going to school (e.g., "I woke up. Got 

dressed. I ate breakfast and went to school."). 

Talk about what the story says, and then talk 

about what probably happened (got on the 

bus, walked, rode in a car, brushed hair and 

teeth) that is not in the story. 

Read to identify which of the 

following statements are from the 

text and which tell what the text 

means but are not from the text.  

Review the statements 

provided before reading to 

identify which are directly 

from the text and which tell 

what the text means but are not 

from the text.  

        

7 

EE.RL.7.2 Identify events 

in a text that are related to 

the theme or central idea. 

Provide a common theme (e.g., friendship, 

responsibility, kindness) and work with 

students to create a list of events (times) 

when things happened that reflect the theme 

(e.g., one student helped another).  

Read to identify what happens in the 

story that is related to <state theme>.  

Review the theme and ask 

students to share events from 

the story that relate to the 

theme. If needed, provide a list 

of events from the story and 

ask students to identify the 

events that relate to the theme. 
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7 

EE.RL.7.3 Determine 

how two or more story 

elements are related. 

Generate a list of people with associated 

actions or events that are familiar to the 

students. Work with them to decide how the 

people are related to the actions or events.  

Read to determine how these 

<characters, actions, events, places> 

are related in the story.  

After reading, review the list of 

characters, actions, events, or 

places. Then ask students to 

determine which are related in 

the story. 
       

7 

EE.RL.7.4 Determine the 

meaning of simple idioms 

and figures of speech as 

they are used in a text. 

Provide everyday examples of the kind of 

idioms (e.g., "hang in there," get your act 

together") and figures of speech (e.g., "this 

place is a zoo," "he was a couch potato") that 

students will encounter in the text. Do not 

use the words or phrases from the text, but 

select words or phrases of the same type. 

Discuss their literal and intended meaning or 

multiple meanings.  

Read to decide what the author really 

means when they write <list the 

analogies or figures of speech used 

in the text>.  

Work with students to 

determine the meaning of the 

words and phrases in the list 

you provided. If needed, 

provide a list of the intended 

meaning and ask students to 

match the words, idioms, or 

figures of speech used in the 

text with the intended 

meanings.  
     

7 

EE.RL.7.5 Compare the 

structure of two or more 

texts (e.g., stories, poems, 

or dramas). 

Provide students with two very different 

examples of texts that they have read in the 

past for different purposes (e.g., compare a 

story with a picture on every page with a 

short poem). Work with students to 

determine how the structure of each text is 

similar to the other.  

Read to compare <text 1> and <text 

2> and tell two or more ways that the 

two structures are similar. 

After reading, ask students to 

tell or show two ways that the 

two texts are similar.  

      

7 

EE.RI.7.1 Analyze text to 

identify where 

information is explicitly 

stated and where 

inferences must be 

drawn. 

Display images depicting environmental 

images (e.g. desert with sun, dry land, dried 

out plant, animal bones, etc.). Generate a list 

of things that are explicitly shown in the 

picture. Discuss the inferences that can be 

made by looking at the picture and the 

explicit facts on the list that help support the 

inferences (e.g. explicit: dried out cracking 

land; inference: it doesn't rain often). 

Read to identify which statements 

are from the text and which tell what 

the text means but are not from the 

text.  

Review the statements 

provided before reading to 

identify which are directly 

from the text and which tell 

what the text means but are not 

from the text.  

      

7 

EE.RI.7.2 Determine two 

or more central ideas in a 

text. 

Explain to students that usually we read to 

find the one big idea the author is writing 

about in the text, but that sometimes authors 

have two big ideas. Review a text you have 

read previously and talk about its central 

idea.  

Read to identify the two big ideas in 

this text.  

After reading, ask students to 

state the two big ideas, or ask 

them to select them from a list 

you provide.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 
     

7 

EE.RI.7.3 Determine how 

two individuals, events or 

ideas in a text are related. 

Generate a list of people with associated 

events or ideas that are familiar to the 

students. Work with them to decide how the 

people are related to the events or ideas.  

Read to determine how these 

<characters, events, ideas> are 

related in the story.  

After reading, review the list of 

characters, events, or ideas 

Then ask students to determine 

which are related in the story. 
     

7 

EE.RI.7.4 Determine how 

words or phrases are used 

to persuade or inform a 

text. 

Tell the students you are going to read two 

different texts about the same thing. For 

example, you might read about losing a pen: 

"I lost my pen. I'm not sure where I left it, 

but I can't find it anywhere." Then, read a 

text written with the intent of persuading 

them that it is very important. For example, 

"I lost the pen I got for my 18th birthday. It 

is a very special pen with my name engraved 

on it. I can't find it anywhere. I am so upset." 

Work with students to identify the words in 

the second text that persuade the reader that 

the pen is important.  

Read to identify the words the author 

uses in this text to persuade you that 

<author's central idea>.  

After reading, ask students to 

tell which words persuade, or 

provide a list of words and 

phrases from the text and ask 

students to identify those that 

the author uses to persuade the 

reader that <author's central 

idea>.  

      

7 

EE.RI.7.5 Determine how 

a fact, step, or event fits 

into the overall structure 

of the text. 

Present an informational text (e.g., recipe, 

directions, news story) with one or more 

facts, steps, or events missing. Read the text 

and then present the missing information. 

Work with students to decide where the 

missing information fits in the text.  

Read to determine how this <fact, 

step, or event> fits into the text.  

Ask students to identify where 

the target fact, step, or event 

fits into the text.  

7 

EE.RI.7.6 Determine an 

author's purpose or point 

of view. 

Display various forms of text and identify 

the author's purpose in creating the text (e.g. 

comic strip = humor, magazine article about 

turtles = inform, ghost story = scare). 

Read to identify the author's purpose 

for writing the text.  

Present three possible purposes 

for the author writing the text. 

Ask students to identify the 

author's purpose.  
     

7 

EE.RI.7.8 Determine how 

a claim or reason fits into 

the overall structure of an 

informational text. 

Present an information text (e.g., news story) 

with one or more claim or reason missing. 

Read the text and then present the missing 

information. Work with students to decide 

where the missing information fits in the 

text.  

Read to determine how this 

statement fits into the text: <call out 

the claim or reason>.  

Ask students to determine 

where the statement you called 

out fits into the text. 
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7 

EE.RI.7.9 Compare and 

contrast how different 

texts on the same topic 

present the details. 

Two adults or students present a brief 

summary about school. One individual talks 

about boring classes, bad lunch, getting up 

early etc., and the other individual talks 

about making friends, fieldtrips, pep rallies, 

etc. Discuss the details of each presentation. 

How are they similar and how are they 

different?  

Generate a list of people with 

associated actions or events that are 

familiar to the students. Work with 

them to decide how the people are 

related to the actions or events.  

Read to determine how these 

<characters, actions, events, 

places> are related in the story.  

Grade 8 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RL.8.1 Cite text to 

support inferences from 

stories and poems. 

Provide students with a simple story about a 

well-known routine that requires inferences 

that can be supported by the explicit 

information in the text. For example, "It was 

time to get ready to go. Everyone cleaned up 

and packed up before going to the bus." Then 

provide an inference (e.g., students got their 

backpacks) and ask students to identify the 

information in the text that supports the 

inference (i.e., "Everyone...packed up").  

Read to identify the parts of the story 

that support this inference: <provide 

inference>.  

After reading, ask students to 

say or show the parts of the 

story that support the 

inference. If needed, go 

through page-by-page asking 

students to stop you when you 

get to a part that supports the 

inference.  

     

8 

EE.RL.8.2 Recount an 

event related to the theme 

or central idea, including 

details about character 

and setting. 

Remind students of an event you all 

experienced together. Work with students to 

remember everything they can about the 

event, including who was there (characters), 

where it occurred (setting), and what 

happened.  

Read to remember the details of the 

story related to <state theme or 

central idea>.  

After reading, ask students to 

recount details they remember. 

If needed, provide lists of 

details that are and are not 

related to the <theme or 

central idea>. 
       

8 

EE.RL.8.3 Identify which 

incidents in a story or 

drama lead to subsequent 

action. 

Provide a series of if/then statements based 

on experiences or events that are familiar to 

the students (e.g., "If you don't do your work, 

then you can't have free time," or, "If you 

sleep too late, then you will be late for 

school."). Ask students to pair the if and then 

parts. Help students understand that one 

thing leads to the other. 

Read to determine what happened 

that made <action> happen.  

After reading, ask students to 

tell what happened that made 

<action> happen. If needed, 

provide a list of actions from 

the text that did and did not 

lead to the subsequent action, 

and ask students to select the 

correct one. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RL.8.4 Determine 

connotative meanings of 

words and phrases in a 

text. 

Provide pairs of words that have good and 

bad emotions associated with them 

(connotations). For example, relaxed and 

lazy, curious and nosy, smile and smirk, 

determined and stubborn. Work with 

students to determine which word in each 

pair is associated with good or bad feelings.  

Read to determine whether these 

words have good (positive) or bad 

(negative) associations: <provide 

words from text>. 

After reading, ask students to 

indicate if each word has a 

good or bad association. 

     

8 

EE.RL.8.5 Compare and 

contrast the structure of 

two or more texts. 

Provide students with two very different 

examples of texts that they have read in the 

past for different purposes (e.g., compare a 

story with a picture on every page with a 

short poem). Work with students to 

determine how each structure is similar to the 

other.  

Read to compare <text 1> and <text 

2>, and tell two or more ways that 

their structures are similar. 

After reading, ask students to 

tell or show two ways that the 

two texts are similar.  

     

8 

EE.RL.8.9 Compare and 

contrast themes, patterns 

of events, or characters 

across two or more 

stories or dramas 

Based on what will be compared in the text 

that students are going to read, identify 

parallel themes, events, or characters from 

their everyday life to compare and contrast. 

For example, if students are going to 

compare and contrast characters from the 

text, help students compare and contrast 

people they know well. If they are going to 

compare and contrast patterns of events from 

the text, help them compare and contrast two 

school days that have different schedules.  

Read to tell how the <themes, 

events, or characters> are similar and 

different in the two stories (or 

dramas).  

After reading, ask students to 

identify the parts of the 

<themes, events, or 

characters> that are similar 

and different in the two stories 

(or dramas). If needed, provide 

lists of details from the texts 

for the student to identify as 

similar or different between 

the two stories.  

8 

EE.RI.8.1 Cite text to 

support inferences from 

informational text. 

Provide students with a list of things adults 

might say to them on a day-to-day basis 

(e.g., "hurry up," "check your schedule"). 

Discuss the statements or questions. Then 

provide a list of inferences that go with each 

statement (e.g., "you are moving too slowly," 

"we are finished with this activity").  

Read to identify the parts of the text 

that tell you that <state the 

inference>.  

After reading, review the 

inference and ask students to 

go back to the text to show the 

parts of the text that support 

the inference. 

     

8 

EE.RI.8.2 Provide a 

summary of a familiar 

informational text. 

Watch a short clip of a favorite movie or TV 

episode. Work with students to tell what it is 

about in their own words.  

Read to tell what the text is about in 

your own words.  

After reading, ask students to 

tell what the text is about. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RI.8.3 Recount events 

in the order they were 

presented in the text. 

Present cards with words, images, or both 

words and images that depict events in the 

daily schedule. Scramble the cards and then 

determine the order in which they actually 

occur.   

Read to recount these events in the 

order they happened in the text: 

<preview a list you have pulled from 

the text>.  

After reading, ask students to 

put the events you provided in 

order.  

     

8 

EE.RI.8.4 Determine 

connotative meanings of 

words and phrases in a 

text. 

Provide pairs of words that have good and 

bad emotions associated with them 

(connotations). For example, relaxed and 

lazy, curious and nosy, smile and smirk, 

determined and stubborn. Work with 

students to determine which word in each 

pair is associated with good or bad feelings. 

Read to determine whether these 

words have good (positive) or bad 

(negative) associations: <provide 

words from text>. 

After reading, ask students to 

indicate if each word has a 

good or bad association. 

     

8 

EE.RI.8.5 Locate the 

topic sentence and 

supporting details in a 

paragraph. 

Provide a simple text with a clear topic 

sentence and supporting details. Remind 

students that the topic tells what the text is 

about. Help students identify the details that 

are about the topic. 

Read to identify the sentence that 

tells what the text is about. Then 

identify two or more details about 

the topic.  

After reading, ask students to 

look back at the text and 

identify the sentence that tells 

the topic. Then ask them to 

identify two or more details 

about the topic. 

8 

EE.RI.8.6 Determine an 

author's purpose or point 

of view and identify 

examples from text to 

that describe or support it. 

Work with students to identify things they 

see and hear that let them know how people 

feel about different things happening in the 

class. For example, "How does Joe feel about 

math? How do you know he feels that way?" 

or "How does the principal feel about people 

running in the hallway? How do you know 

he feels that way?"  

Read in order to identify examples 

from the text that tells how the 

author feels about <insert topic of 

text>. 

After reading, provide students 

with a list of examples from 

the text and ask them to select 

the examples that tell how the 

author feels about <topic>. 

     

8 

EE.RI.8.9 Identify where 

two different texts on the 

same topic differ in their 

interpretation of the 

details.  

Prior to the lesson, ask two students to tell 

about a common event (e.g., what happened 

in science class). Write their descriptions. 

Read the descriptions to the group and work 

with students to identify the ways that the 

descriptions are different.  

Read to identify what is different in 

the way <topic> is described in the 

two texts. 

After reading, display the 

details provided in the two 

texts side by side. Ask students 

to identify the parts that are 

different.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RI.8.8 Determine the 

argument made by an 

author in an informational 

text. 

Provide two reasons that support an 

argument about something known to the 

students (e.g., "teenagers need a lot of sleep" 

or "it is not safe to be at the bus stop in the 

dark"). Then ask students to identify the 

argument that matches the reasons (e.g., 

"school starts too early"). 

Read to decide what argument the 

author is making.  

After reading, ask students to 

explain the argument or to 

select it from a list of choices 

you provide.  

     

8 

EE.L.8.5.a Demonstrate 

understanding of the use 

of multiple meaning 

words. 

Provide simple sentences that include words 

with multiple meanings (e.g., "I can do it" 

and "I will recycle the can," or "he left in a 

hurry" and "I used my left hand," or "let's 

park the car" and "let's go to the park"). Read 

each sentence, and then ask students to 

identify the sentence that reflects each 

meaning (e.g., "Which can is the kind a soda 

comes in? Which park is a place to play?"). 

Read to decide the meaning of the 

words in this text: <list multiple-

meaning words>.  

After reading, ask students to 

explain the meaning of the 

words. If needed, provide a list 

of options and ask students to 

select the meaning. 

Grades 9-10 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

9-10 

EE.RL.9-10.1 

Determine which 

citations demonstrate 

what the text says 

explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn 

from the text. 

Provide students with a list of things adults 

might say to them on a day-to-day basis (e.g., 

"hurry up," "check your schedule"). Discuss 

the statements or questions. Then provide a 

list of inferences that go with each statement 

(e.g., "you are moving too slowly," we are 

finished with this activity").  

Read to decide which of these 

sentences are from the text and 

which of them are not from the text 

but tell what it means: <provide a 

list of explicit sentences and 

inferences >. 

Determine which of the 

sentences are from the text and 

which are not from the text but 

tell what it means. 

     

9-10 

EE.RL.9-10.2 

Recount events 

related to the theme or 

central idea, including 

details about character 

and setting. 

Identify a common theme that is familiar to 

the students (e.g., friendship, honesty, hard 

work, courage). Work with students to create 

a list of events, people, and places that are 

related to the theme. If needed, provide a list 

of words and phrases that are and are not 

related to the theme, and work with students 

to identify those that are. 

Read to tell what happens in this 

story that is about <state the 

theme>.  

Ask students to tell what 

happened that is about <the 

theme>. If needed, provide a 

list of words and phrases that 

are and are not related to the 

theme, and work with students 

to identify those that are. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

9-10 

EE.RL.9-10.3 

Determine how 

characters change or 

develop over the 

course of a text. 

Work with students to generate a list of ways 

they have changed as they have grown up.  

Determine how <character> 

changes from the beginning to end 

of the story.  

Ask students to tell how the 

<character> changes from the 

beginning to the end of the 

text. Alternatively, provide 

three or more statements, 

including one that describes 

the story element at the 

beginning and one that 

describes the story element at 

the end.  

9-10 

EE.RL.9-10.5 Identify 

where a text deviates 

from a chronological 

presentation of events. 

Write a series of sentences that tell the story 

of something that is familiar to the students 

(e.g., a school day). Intentionally put one of 

the events out of order. Read the sentences 

with the students, and ask them to figure out 

which sentence is not where it belongs. 

Read to identify the part of the story 

that the author tells out of order.  

Ask students to show or tell 

about the part that was out of 

order. Alternatively, make a 

list of each of the events and 

ask students to identify the one 

that is out of order.  
     

9-10 

EE.RL.9-10.4 

Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are 

used in a text, 

including idioms, 

analogies, and figures 

of speech. 

Provide everyday examples of the kind of 

idioms (e.g., "hang in there," "get your act 

together"), figures of speech (e.g., "this place 

is a zoo," "he was a couch potato"), or multi-

meaning words (e.g., left, right, play, park) 

that students will encounter in the text. Do not 

use the words or phrases from the text, but 

select words or phrases of the same type. 

Discuss their literal and intended meaning or 

multiple meanings.  

Read to decide what the author 

really means when they write <list 

the multi-meaning words, idioms, 

analogies, or figures of speech used 

in the text>.  

Work with students to 

determine the meaning of the 

words and phrases in the list 

you provided. If needed, 

provide a list of the intended 

meaning and ask students to 

match the words, idioms, 

analogies, or figures of speech 

used in the text with the 

intended meanings.  
     

9-10 

EE.RI.9-10.1 

Determine which 

citations demonstrate 

what the text says 

explicitly as well as 

inferentially. 

Provide students with a list of things adults 

might say to them on a day-to-day basis (e.g., 

"hurry up," "check your schedule"). Discuss 

the statements or questions. Then work with 

students to determine what inferences they 

should make with each (e.g., "you are moving 

too slowly," "we are finished with this 

activity"). If needed, generate a list and ask 

students to match the explicit statements with 

the inferences. 

Read to decide which of these 

sentences are from the text and 

which of them are not from the text 

but tell what it means <provide a 

list of explicit sentences and 

inferences >. 

Determine which of the 

sentences are from the text and 

which are not from the text but 

tell what it means. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

9-10 

EE.RI.9-10.2 

Determine the central 

idea of the text and 

select details to 

support it. 

Provide students with a statement that 

expresses an opinion or belief (e.g., "school is 

fun"). Then provide a list of statements that do 

and do not relate to the opinion or belief (e.g., 

"we have lots of work to do," "we get to spend 

time with friends"). Work with students to 

identify the statements that support the 

opinion or belief.  

Read to identify what the text is 

mostly about (central idea). Then 

identify details that helped you 

determine that idea.  

Ask students to state or 

identify what the text is about. 

Then ask them to state or 

identify details from the text 

that helped them decide what 

it is about. 

9-10 

EE.RI.9-10.4 

Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are 

used in a text, 

including common 

idioms, analogies, and 

figures of speech. 

Provide everyday examples of the kind of 

idioms (e.g., "hang in there," "get your act 

together"), figures of speech (e.g., "this place 

is a zoo," "he was a couch potato"), or multi-

meaning words (e.g., left, right, play, park) 

that students will encounter in the text. Do not 

use the words or phrases from the text, but 

select words or phrases of the same type. 

Discuss their literal and intended meaning or 

multiple meanings. 

Read to decide what the author 

really means when they write <list 

the multi-meaning words, idioms, 

analogies, or figures of speech used 

in the text>.  

Work with students to 

determine the meaning of the 

words and phrases in the list 

you provided. If needed, 

provide a list of the intended 

meaning and ask students to 

match the words, idioms, 

analogies, or figures of speech 

used in the text with the 

intended meanings.  
     

9-10 

EE.RI.9-10.5 Locate 

sentences that support 

an author's central 

idea or claim. 

Provide students with a statement that 

expresses an opinion or belief (e.g., "school is 

fun"). Then provide a list of statements that do 

and do not relate to the opinion or belief (e.g., 

"we have lots of work to do," "we get to spend 

time with friends"). Work with students to 

identify the statements that support the 

opinion or belief. 

The author thinks <state the central 

idea or claim>. Read to identify the 

sentences that support what the 

author thinks.  

After students have read, 

restate the author's central idea 

or claim. Then ask them to 

point out sentences that 

support it. If needed, work 

through the text line-by-line or 

page-by-page.  
     

9-10 

EE.RI.9-10.8 

Determine how the 

specific claims 

support the argument 

made in an 

informational text. 

Provide students with an argument that is 

relevant to their own lives (e.g., "I should be 

able to use my phone at school"). Provide a 

list of statements that do support the argument 

(e.g., "I need to be able to contact my parents 

in an emergency") and do not support the 

argument (e.g., "I need to check social 

media"). Work with students to discuss why 

some statements do and others do not support 

the argument.  

The author makes the argument that 

<state the main argument>. Read to 

identify the parts of the text that 

support the argument.  

Review the author's main 

argument. Then ask students to 
tell which parts of the text 

support the argument. If 

needed, provide a list of 

statements and sentences from 

the text and ask students to 

identify those that support the 

argument. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

9-10 

EE.L.9-10.4.a Use 

context to determine 

the meaning of 

unknown words.  

Write sentences about students in the class 

that include words that students are unlikely 

to know but can determine based on the 

context of the sentence (e.g., "teachers always 

tell Sam to stop talking because he is so 

loquacious," "the colossal tree fell and 

smashed the house"). Work with students to 

figure out the meaning of the words.  

Read to decide on the meaning of 

<list one or more domain-specific 

words or phrases> from the text. 

Write the sentences that 

include the target words, and 

read them with the students 

after finishing the text. Ask 

students to tell the meaning of 

the words or select the 

meaning from a list you 

provide.  
     

9-10 

EE.L.9-10.5.b 

Determine the 

intended meaning of 

multiple meaning 

words. 

Write pairs of sentences that include the same 

word used to mean two different things (e.g., 

"let's park the car," "let's go to the park"). 

Work with students to determine the meaning 

of the word in each sentence. Then provide a 

few different sentences one at a time and ask 

students to determine the meaning of the 

word. 

Read to determine the meaning of 

these words in this text: <list 

words>.  

Ask students to tell the 

meaning of each word. If 

needed, review the sentences 

where they are used and 

compare them with sentences 

you provide that use a 

different meaning for the 

target word. 

Grades 11-12 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.1 

Analyze a text to 

determine its meaning 

and cite textual 

evidence to support 

explicit and implicit 

understandings. 

Share several jokes with easy content (e.g., 

"Knock, knock. Who's there? Leaf. Leaf who? 

Leaf me alone."). Identify the meaning of the 

joke and the explicit and implicit information. 

Read to decide what this text is 

about, and identify which of these 

sentences are in the text and which 

are not in the text but tell what it 

means: <provide list>. 

Ask students to tell or identify 

a statement that tells what the 

text is about. Then ask them to 

decide which of the sentences 

you provided are in the text 

and which are not in the text 

but tell what it means. 
     

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.2 

Recount the main 

events of the text, 

which are related to 

the theme or central 

idea. 

Identify a common theme (e.g., friendship, 

fairness, anger, bravery) and work with 

students to generate a list of events that have 

happened in the class related to the theme. If 

needed, students can select from a list you 

provide of events that do and do not relate to 

the theme.  

The theme of the text is <state 

theme>. Read to tell events from 

the book that are about <theme>.  

Review the theme. Ask 

students to tell events that are 

related to the theme. If needed, 

students can select from a list 

you provide of events that do 

and do not relate to the theme.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.4 

Determine how words 

or phrases in a text, 

including words with 

multiple meanings and 

figurative language, 

impacts the meaning. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style text 

(http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). Before 

working with students, complete the Mad 

Libs-style text intentionally using words with 

multiple meanings and figurative language. 

Work with the students to complete the same 

Mad Libs-style text without intentionally 

using words with multiple meanings or 

figurative language. When done, compare the 

two to determine how the words impact 

meaning.  

Read to determine how the meaning 

of the text would be different if the 

author used <list alternate words> 

instead of <list target words from 

the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the 

text given the words the author 

used. Then consider how it 

would be different with the 

alternate words. 

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.2 

Determine the central 

idea of a text; recount 

the text. 

Provide students with a statement that 

expresses an opinion or belief (e.g., "school is 

fun"). Then provide a list of statements that do 

and do not relate to the opinion or belief (e.g., 

"we have lots of work to do," "we get to spend 

time with friends"). Work with students to 

identify the statements that support the 

opinion or belief.  

Read to identify what the text is 

mostly about (central idea). Then 

restate what the text is about in your 

own words.  

Ask students to state or 

identify what the text is about 

(selecting from choices if 

needed). Then ask them to 

restate what they read in their 

own words. 

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.1 

Analyze a text to 

determine its meaning 

and cite textual 

evidence to support 

explicit and implicit 

understanding.  

Provide students with a list of things adults 

might say to them on a day-to-day basis (e.g., 

"hurry up," "check your schedule"). Discuss 

the statements or questions. Then provide a 

list of inferences that go with each statement 

(e.g., "you are moving too slowly," "we are 

finished with this activity").  

Read to decide which of these 

sentences are from the text and 

which of them are not from the text 

but tell what it means: <provide a 

list of explicit sentences and 

inferences>. 

Determine which of the 

sentences are from the text and 

which are not from the text but 

tell what it means. 

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.4 

Determine how words 

or phrases in a text, 

including words with 

multiple meanings and 

figurative language, 

impacts the meaning 

of the text. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style text 

(http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). Before 

working with students, complete the Mad Libs-

style text intentionally using words with 

multiple meanings and figurative language. 

Work with the students to complete the same 

Mad Libs-style text without intentionally using 

words with multiple meanings or figurative 

language. When done, compare the two to 

determine how the words impact meaning.  

Read to determine how the meaning 

of the text would be different if the 

author used <list alternate words> 

instead of <list target words from 

the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the 

text given the words the author 

used. Then consider how it 

would be different with the 

alternate words. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.8 

Determine whether the 

claims and reasoning 

enhance the author's 

argument in an 

informational text. 

Provide students with an argument (e.g., "our 

school gives us good, healthy lunches"). Then 

list evidence that does and does not support 

the argument (e.g., (1) "we have a choice of 

vegetables," (2) "we have corn dogs on 

Tuesdays," (3) "the lunch trays are 

recyclable," and (4) "we can choose fresh fruit 

every day"). Ask students to identify the 

evidence that supports the argument (e.g., 

statements 1 and 4). 

Read to identify the author's main 

argument. Then decide which of 

these statements from the text 

support the argument and which do 

not: <provide a list>. 

After reading, ask students to 

identify the author's argument 

in the text. Then ask them to 

identify the statements from 

the list provided that support 

the argument.  

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.5 

Determine whether the 

structure of a text 

enhances an author's 

claim. 

Read students two or more texts with clear but 

different text structures (e.g., cause and effect; 

compare and contrast; sequence; listing; 

problem and solution; description). Describe 

how the author's claim matches the structure 

(e.g., "the text structure is cause and effect, 

and the author claims that one thing causes 

another").  

Read to determine the type of text 

structure whether it matches the 

author's claim. 

After reading, ask students to 

identify the text structure 

(from a list if needed) and then 

decide whether it matches the 

author's claim. 

     

11-12 

EE.L.11-12.4.a Use 

context to determine 

the meaning of 

unknown words.  

Write sentences about students in the class 

that include words that students are unlikely 

to know but can determine based on the 

context of the sentence (e.g., "teachers always 

tell Sam to stop talking because he is so 

loquacious," "the colossal tree fell and 

smashed the house"). Work with students to 

figure out the meaning of the words. 

Read to decide on the meaning of 

<list one or more domain-specific 

words or phrases> from the text. 

Write the sentences that 

include the target words and 

read them with the students 

after finishing the text. Ask 

students to tell the meaning of 

the words, or select the 

meaning from a list you 

provide.  

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.3 

Determine how 

characters, the setting 

or events change over 

the course of the story 

or drama. 

Work with students to generate a list of ways 

things have changed over time (e.g., ways 

they you have changed as they have grown 

up, ways the neighborhood has changed, ways 

school has changed, etc.).  

Determine how <story element> 

changes from the beginning to end 

of the story.  

As students to tell how the 

<story element> changes from 

the beginning to the end of the 

text. Alternatively, provide 

three or more statements 

including one that describes 

the story element at the 

beginning and one that 

describes the story element at 

the end.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.5 

Determine how the 

author's choice of 

where to end the story 

contributes to the 

meaning. 

Select or write a short story. Stop ½ and ¾ of 

the way through. At each stopping point, work 

with students to decide what they know and 

do not know if you stop at that point.  

Read to <identify a stopping place 

about ½ or ¾ of the way through 

the text> and decide what the story 

means. Then read to the end and 

decide how the meaning changes.  

After the first stopping point, 

work with students to 

determine what the text means. 

Write their comments to 

compare with comments after 

finishing the story.  
     

11-12 

EE.RI.9-10.3 

Determine logical 

connections between 

individuals, ideas or 

events in a text. 

Provide a list of people known to the students 

(e.g., a peer or teacher). Provide a second list 

of ideas (e.g., exercise is health) or events 

(e.g., school play). Ask students to match the 

people with the ideas or events.  

Read to determine which 

<individual, idea, or event> is 

related to which <individual, idea, 

or event> in the text.  

After reading, ask students to 

match the individuals with the 

related ideas and events.  

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.3 

Determine how 

individuals, ideas, or 

events change over the 

course of the text. 

Work with students to generate a list of ways 

things have changed over time (e.g., ways 

they you have changed as they have grown 

up, ways the neighborhood has changed, ways 

school has changed, etc.). 

Determine how <story element> 

changes from the beginning to end 

of the story.  

As students to tell how the 

<story element> changes from 

the beginning to the end of the 

text. Alternatively, provide 

three or more statements 

including one that describes 

the story element at the 

beginning and one that 

describes the story element at 

the end. 
     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.9 

Compare and contrast 

arguments made by 

two different texts on 

the same topic. 

Compare and contrast the list of reasons 

supporting a school policy (e.g., "no cell 

phones in class," other familiar arguments) 

with a list of reasons supporting the students' 

view (e.g., "we should get to use cell phones") 

or alternate side of the same argument. 

Read to determine how the 

argument about <topic> in <text 1> 

is similar to and different from the 

argument in <text 2>.  

Ask students to list the ways 

the arguments are similar and 

different. If needed, provide a 

list of ideas and ask students to 

decide if each idea is a way the 

two arguments are similar or 

different.  

 


	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5
	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8
	Grades 9-10
	Grades 11-12



