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Thank you for downloading this resource! There is nothing more 
rewarding to me than creating resources that make teachers’ 
jobs easier.

Also, thank you for all that you do with our most precious 
resource—children! Your job is far from easy, so anything I can 
do to help you brings me great joy. Please feel free to email me 
anytime with questions, feedback, or comments.
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With a splattering sound, I landed.  I felt the air whoosh out between my 
teeth.  I tried to scream, but had no wind left to make a sound.

The closer he came, the more frightened I got. I knew it was the end for 
me.  I could just see him aiming his big, black gun and shooting me 
between the eyes.

Where the Red Fern Grows “Book Bits”

There are 52 “Book Bits”, however, you will only need one for each student; you can 
pick and choose which ones you like the most.

1. Give each student a “Book Bit”.  The students will read their individual “Book 
Bits” and be allowed a little time to ponder and reflect on what they say (e.g., What 
impressions are they gathering about the book?).

2. Have the students move around the classroom, reading their “Book Bit” to every 
other student, while also listening to the other students’ “Book Bits”.  No discussion 
or interpretation occurs at this point; they are simply reading to each other.

3. After hearing the other students’ “Book Bits”, students can then do a quick write 
on the impressions they now have about the book (What is this book about? What 
can we infer about the characters?, What might happen in the story? etc.)

4. After the quick write, students can discuss with each other in pairs, small groups, 
and eventually whole group.

5. The “Book Bit” quick write can then be revisited after students have read more of 
the book, or have completed the book.

© M. Tallman 2013 • www.TeacherThrive.com



I wanted so much to step over and pick them up.  Several times I tried to 
move my feet, but they seemed to be nailed to the floor.  I knew the pups 
were mine, all mine, yet I couldn’t move.

I was on my way.  I was going after my dogs.

On arriving at the depot, my nerve failed me. I was afraid to go in.  I didn’t 
know what I was afraid of, but I was scared.

I buried my face between their wiggling bodies and cried.  The Station-
master, sensing something more than just two dogs and a boy, waited in 
silence.

I reached way back in Arkansas somewhere.  By the time my fist had trav-
eled all the way down to the Cherokee Strip there was a lot of power behind 
it.
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VOCABULARY RESOURCES

DAILY LANGUAGE REVIEWS (GRADES 3-8)

DAILY MATH REVIEWS (GRADES 3-6)

HANDS-ON MATH TILES
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