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MEDIA RELEASE 

Between the Dances is an eclectic collection of short stories from the women 
who lived through World War 2. Revealing personal conversations with over 
300 remarkable women, it highlights the irony of women embracing challenge 
and opportunity presented by this devastating war. 

Between the Dances depicts a poignant revelation of the thoughts, emotions and 
experiences of a generation of women who gave inimitable commitment to their 
country. It provides excellent material for historical study of the time,  
Tamie Fraser, AO 

2015, the 70th anniversary of the end of World War 2, is an ideal time to explore 
how women contributed to the war effort, all the while worrying about the 
welfare of their men, yet relishing the next dance. 

I loved it when the soldiers were in town. Dances at the Castlemaine town hall were much more fun with 
them, - woollen mill worker, Audrey Stewart.  

Melbourne-based author Jacqueline Dinan, interviewed women around Australia - from cities to remote rural 
communities to collect their unique accounts of ‘doing their bit’. As nurses in war zones, members of the 
services, workers on the land and in factories, volunteers in community service, managers in organisations, 
housewives juggling a ration book, and others overseas who endured the Blitz or internment by the Japanese.  

This book is a ‘living history’ told at the eleventh hour by a generation that was there and no history 
text book will tell it as well. Between the Dances encourages poignant family reflection, is rich with 
references for the classroom and provides an expanse of inspiring material for writers of films and 
books in this genre.- Jacqueline Dinan.  

The accounts are enhanced by poignant, amusing and insightful anecdotes along with scores of previously 
unpublished and unique photographs from personal albums. There is also a large selection of photos that are/
aren’t included in the book that can be provided for a feature/review. Jane Curry Publishing, rebranded as 
Ventura Press, one of Sydney’s leading independent publisher’s, supporting strong female authors, is pleased to 
release Between the Dances, which captures the essence of life during this profound period.  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BOOK’S BLURB 

The start of World War 2 changed women’s lives and their place in Australian society forever. Thousands of 
women ventured where few had gone before – into the services and workplaces previously considered the sole 
preserve of men. 

Revealing poignant and personal conversations, photographs and letters from over 300 remarkable women, 

Between the Dances is a testament to real life during World War 2. 

From Asia to Australia, Malta to the Middle East and New Zealand to the UK, the challenges and adventures 
faced by these women were unprecedented. Their passion, courage, resilience and commitment during wartime 
were all a precursor to the astonishing changes brought about by this incredible generation. 

Serving their country as nurses, farmhands, munitions workers or members of the defence forces, these 
fascinating stories expose their struggle with gender stereotypes, the difficult release of social liberties and the 
dawning of new opportunities for all Australian women. 

The last tradition left was the weekly dance, which ceremoniously brought these courageous women and men 
together for a quickstep, jitterbug or fox trot and a brief respite from the rigours of wartime.  

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY - JACQUELINE DINAN 

Jacqueline spent many hours on travel & interviews with the 

survivors and descendants of that conflict to compile Between the 

Dances, while living temporarily in Brisbane. ‘Home’ is 

Melbourne where Jacqueline enjoys a family life of ‘blue & 
brawn’ with husband John & sons Jaryd, Matt & Michael, & first 
grandchild, Bobby. Jacqueline grew up in South Gippsland, 
therefore has an added interest in the rural perspectives of life for 
women during World War 2. She presents her work at community 
clubs such as Probus, View and U3A in metropolitan, regional and 
rural areas. 
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