
German-American Day Internet Activity  
�

I. Match the name on left with the accomplishment on the right.

1. Albert Bierstadt
2. Albert Einstein
3. Carl Schurz
4. David Zeisberger
5. Erich Maria 

Remarque
6. Francis Pastorius
7. Fritz Lang
8. Heinrich E. Steinweg
9. Henry Kissinger
10. Johann A. Roebling
11. Johann Jacob 

Bausch
12. John Ernst Steinbeck
13. John Jacob Astor
14. John Peter Zenger
15. József Pulitzer
16. Levi Strauss
17. Marlene Dietrich
18. Thomas Nast
19. Walter Gropius
20. Wernher von Braun  

A. Architect who designed New York's Pan Am Building
B. Artist who painted "The Oregon Trail"
C. Builder of suspension bridges
D. Builder of world famous pianos and grand pianos
E. Compiled first grammar of American Indian languages
F. Developed modern frames for eyeglasses and designed optical lenses
G. Director of first sci-fi film; later prominent Hollywood director
H. First mayor of Germantown, Pennsylvania
I. Fur trader and richest man in America in his day
J. German-American Novelist who wrote Im Westen nichts Neues
K. Manufactured durable work clothing from denim
L. Movie star who left Nazi Germany for Hollywood
M. Prominent newspaper publisher and leading Democratic party figure
N. Nobel Prize-winning physicist
O. Political cartoonist who first drew Santa Claus
P. Rocket scientist who made moon-landing possible
Q. Secretary of State under Presidents Nixon and Ford
R. Secretary of the Interior and founded the New York Evening Post
S. Won mile-stone case for "freedom of the press"
T. Won the 1962 Nobel Prize in literature  

 
II. Answer with the most appropriate response.

1. Two important words regarding the movement of people from one country to another are emigrate 
and immigrate. Which of these words means "to come into a country of which one is not a native, 
for the purpose of permanent residence." ________________  
What is the German translation? _______________

2. The first Germans came to the New World along with Captain John Smith, founder of Jamestown, 
Virginia. In which year did they arrive?  ________________

3. During the Revolutionary War, Germans, including General von Steuben, fought with and assisted 
both the British and the Colonists.  Which side did General von Steuben assist?  _____________

4. The year 1882 marked a peak in German-American immigration. How many Germans immigrated 
to the US in that year? ________________

5. In 1743 the first ________________ was printed with a printing press in America.  It was printed 
in German by (whom) _________________.

6. According to the 2000 Census, how many million Americans of German descent are there and 
what is their rank among ancestry groups? ________________    ________________

7. According to 1990 data, which state has the largest percentage of Americans of German descent 
among its population? ________________ 

8. The name of the ship on which the first group of German settlers arrived in America was  
a.  the America  
b.  the Mayflower  

c.  the Concord  
d.  the Santa Maria  

9. Who established the first German settlement in Pennsylvania?  
a. Francis Pastorius
b. a group of pietists from Frankfurt 

c. thirteen families of weavers from Krefeld 
d. all of the above  

10. Today the original Germantown settlement 
a.  is an economically depressed section (or neighborhood) of Philadelphia  
b.  is still a German-speaking Amish community  
c.  exists only in our memories, as it was totally destroyed by fire in 1730.  
d.  has become the center of the German-American scholarship in the United States  

11. Which of the following statements about William Penn is NOT true? 
a.  He was a Quaker.  
b.  He received the colony of Pennsylvania to help the British Crown settle a debt to his father.  
c.  He was a German-American.  
d.  He advertised in Germany for people to come to America to settle his colony. 

12. German-Americans came to the New World  
a. to find religious freedom 
b. to avoid political persecution in 

Germany 

c. to escape economic hardship 
d. for all of the above reasons. 

13. Which of the following is NOT a German-American invention?  
a. the Conestoga wagon 
b. the "Autobahn" (the four-lane 

limited-access freeway) 

c. blue jeans 
d. Linotype printing  

14. The modern-day Chicago skyline is directly attributable to  
a. German-American architect 

Walter Gropius 
b. German-American architect Frank 

Lloyd Wright 

c. the new Dessau Bauhaus school 
of design 

d. all of the above  

15. Through the 18th century, the largest number of German-speaking immigrants came from which 
German-speaking region?  

a.  Hesse  
b.  the Palatinate  

c.  Bavaria and eastern Austria  
d.  Westfalia  

16. Which water route was most typical for German-American emigrants leaving Germany for America? 
a.  from Heidelberg or Mannheim down the Neckar and Rhine rivers to Holland, where they 

boarded for the New World. 
b.  from Vienna down the Danube to the Black Sea, where they boarded ocean-going vessels 
c.  from southwestern Germany down the Elbe River to Hamburg, where they boarded ships 

for New York 
d.  south across the Alps to several Italian seaports, where they boarded ocean-going vessels. 

17. The primary reason German-Americans tended to anglicize their names and quit using the German 
language was anti-German sentiment during:  

a. the Revolutionary War 
b. the Civil War 

c. World War I 
d. World War II


