
 

Academic Integrity:  The Do’s & Don’ts - Action Plan 

Part 1 – What is the policy? 
Academic integrity is not just the absence of cheating.  It is important to understand what academic 

integrity means and to be familiar with the policy at your school.  Find out what the academic integrity 

policy is at your school by searching on the website or by speaking with an academic advisor or one of 

your professors.  Once you find and read the policy, answer the following questions. 

Do you understand the policy?  If you do not, where will you go to get clarification? 

Did anything about the policy surprise you?  If so, explain what surprised you. 

 

 

 

Does being familiar with the policy affect the choices you will make during your college career?

Part 2 – Why does it matter? What does it have to do with me? 
The workshop presenter talked about the fundamentals established by the International Center for 

Academic Integrity:  honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility, courage.  Think about these 

fundamentals and how the presenter defined each one and then answer the following questions. 

How can academic dishonesty on your part negatively affect you?

How can academic dishonesty on your part negatively affect your fellow students?

How can academic dishonesty on your part negatively affect your institution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part 3 – What will you do? 
During the workshop you heard some scenarios you may face that will test your academic integrity.  It 

is a good idea to think about these scenarios and what you will do if you find yourself in any of these 

situations.  Let’s prepare for three more scenarios. 

Scenario 1: 

You are doing your math homework and are struggling with one of the problems.  You find the 

problem and the solution online. 

Question 1: 

Should you copy and paste the problem and solution into your homework and turn in the assignment? 

 

Scenario 2: 

You are a new student and your classes are challenging. Your family is interested in your studies and 

want to support you.  During high school you would discuss your classes and assignments at the dinner 

table every night.  You find talking about assignments with your family helps you to better understand 

the topics and what is expected of you. You also find it helpful to read your final drafts out loud so that 

your family can tell you if it makes sense and flows well. 

Question 2: 

Is it OK to get this type of support from your family in college?

Scenario 3: 

You have fallen behind in your schoolwork because things are so busy. You have just realized you have 

an essay due in 2 days.  You have a friend who took the same class last semester and offers to give you 

the essay he used for this same assignment.  You know about academic integrity and have decided to 

copy only the first two paragraphs at the start of the assignment where your friend has defined the key 

concepts.  The rest of the essay is all your own work. 

Question 3: 

Is this OK? 

 

 

 



Answer – Scenario 1: 

No, you should not copy and paste the problem and solution into your homework and turn in the 

assignment.  This is plagiarism. You would be using the words, works, or ideas of others without proper 

citation or acknowledgement and representing them as your own in an academic exercise.  If you are 

struggling in math, request a tutor or visit the math lab if your school has one.  

Answer – Scenario 2: 

Yes, it is OK to discuss assignments with your family, friends and even other students to help you 

better understand the assignment and improve your writing.  As long as you put forth the effort 

required to complete the assignment and write the assignment yourself (submit your own work), you 

are practicing academic integrity. 

Answer – Scenario 3: 

No, it is not OK to copy even one section of a fellow student’s assignment.  The intention of the 

assignment was for every student to complete all parts of the assignment in order to get the most out 

of the learning experience. Also, you must always acknowledge when you use other’s work.  If you 

know you will not be able to complete an assignment on time, speak with your instructor.  You may be 

able to get an extension with a grade penalty or work something else out  
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