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Course Description
The goal of this course is to provide a theoretical framework to understand the changing eco-
nomic climate and its relationship to power and national security. This course will explore the
ways powerful political entities have formulated their security interests, and the strategies they
have adopted to pursue them. A central theme of this course is that both the goals political leaders
select and the means they have available—their “grand strategies,” to put it differently— depend
on the nature of the society they rule and the economic resources at their disposal. During the
semester, we will examine the historical development of grand strategy and the linkages between
states’ domestic social, political, and economic structures and their international behavior in a
variety of historical cases. After examining how several different types of historical actors devel-
oped their national security policies, we will consider the linkages between economic and political
considerations on the national security policies of major powers in the modern world.

Course Policies
Please use the information below as a reference for how this class will be conducted. I would ask
that you review this information before contacting me with any questions.

Grading Policy
• Reviewing simulation (40%) - This assignment has students participate in a simulation of

the journal review process taking on several roles. Students will be assigned to groups of
three and collectively choose an article from the supplemental reading lists. Each group
member will first write a review that engages the substance, outlining necessary revisions
and reaching a final judgment. Then each student will switch roles and serve as a journal
editor. As editor, they will write an editor’s decision letter based on all three reviews from
their group explaining how the article needs to be revised for publication. After that, each
student will switch a third time, taking on the role of author. Each will write a revise-and-
resubmit memo explaining how they plan to revise to address the problems identified in
one of the editor’s decision letters. To facilitate all of this, I will share reviews and decision
letters from my own files.

• Option 1: Comprehensive exam essay (60%) - Students will respond to an essay prompt
about the political economy of security modeled on the International Relations Ph.D. com-
prehensive exam. Students will be sent the essay prompt by email and have eight hours to
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write. The format is open book/note. Essays are only expected to draw on assigned read-
ings on this syllabus. Students are strongly encouraged to develop a system for managing
their notes at the beginning of the quarter.

• Option 2: Research paper (60%) - by the end of the semester, write a research paper that
uses data to answer a question of interest in international security. This should be a first
draft of a paper that you anticipate will be a conference paper and, before too long, a journal
submission. The structure should be similar to that of the papers that we read for the class:
explain the research question and why it is interesting in the context of the existing literature,
offer a detailed theoretical answer to the question, derive hypotheses, describe your data
source(s) and methodology, test the hypotheses, and explain what, if any, conclusions we
can draw from the study. A brief (roughly, four-page) prospectus for the research paper,
outlining question, theory, data, and method, is due midway through the semester. The
final draft of the research paper is due at the end.

Attendance Policy

You should attendance class because of a genuine curiosity about the course material, not because
of a mandate. I do not take or require attendance, nor will attendance have any direct bearing
on your grade. I recognize that school is hard, life is unpredictable, and competing life priorities
vary. However, attendance is important to learning. The course readings are a complement to
the lectures and in-class discussions, rather than the other way around. Attendance will have an
indirect impact on your grade insofar as it impacts your ability to learn the material.

E-mail Policy

I honor and respect boundaries around personal time, well-being, care taking, and rest. Should
you receive correspondence from me during a time that you’re engaging in any of the above,
please protect your time and wait to respond until you’re next working in front of a computer. On
my end, teaching this class is an important part of my job that I will give my full attention during
my work hours. At the same time, my work hours are not 24/7. Those are typically 8am-5pm on
weekdays. I do not expect you to do work for this course on the weekends, and I ask that the same
be expected of me. I am unlikely to respond to emails outside of those hours or on weekends.

All emails should abide by the following:

• Always use your university email address and communicate via the instructor’s university
email address. This ensures emails do not get lost in spam

• Identify the course name and number in the subject line

• Bold any dates or times

• Requests should be their own paragraph, rather than buried in a larger block of text

• Email signatures should include your first and last name as well as student ID number

• Keep it brief and direct, no need for pleasantries. While I appreciate humanizing education,
your email does not need to find me well

• Do not read into or be made anxious by brief and direct replies. I try to minimize time spent
on emails, so assume I am reading and responding to any email from my phone.
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Health
Finally, health (physical, mental, social) is always important, but especially now. I am going to
work on an honor system more than in the past. If you are unable to complete an assignment
on time, please let me know before the due date. I will rely on you to be responsible in not
taking advantage of our trust. I won’t ask for justifications or notes, etc. Just let us know when
circumstances prevent you from being the student you wish to be. Please do not suffer in silence.
A variety of resources on and off campus are available to help you get better, or stay better. I
list some here in the syllabus. Others are available on the university website. If you have any
questions, please ask me. I will attempt to assist you or refer you to someone who can.

As your professor, I value your health and well being. Audre Lorde once said, “Caring for myself
is not self-indulgence, it is self-preservation, and that is an act of political warfare.” Please see
your wellness has an act of power and perseverance. The core to your success. Hold each other
accountable. Hold me accountable. In order to succeed in my class, in college and beyond, you
must work hard and balance the work with rest, exercise and attention to your mental and physical
health.

Yes, I plan to challenge you. There will be rigorous reading, weekly writing assignments, and
concepts that will challenge your thinking. By the end of this class, I hope you will feel proud of
your growth and learning much like the marathoner feels accomplished by their triumphs across
the finish line.

However, this work cannot be at the expense of your well being. Working until exhaustion is NOT
a badge of honor; it shows that you are out of balance. As such, I plan to model well being as a
value in my class. There will be constant reminders about finding productive and healthy ways
to find silence, relax, breathe, meditate and seek peace. In that silence, we often find our greatest
inspiration and the space to think new, creative thoughts. Finally, I will encourage you to have
fun, celebrate, enjoy the small moments of college that are often your greatest memories. I will try
to bring that joy to you even when the stress of this semester starts to loom.

Academic Dishonesty Policy
Submitting any assignment in this course implies that you agree to the university’s policies as
listed in the Principles of Community and the Student Code of Conduct. Academic misconduct
includes (but is not limited to): using another person’s words as your own, asking someone else
to write any part of an assignment you submit as your own, failing to cite material from another
source, editing/rephrasing someone else’s words as your own. The Policy on Integrity of Scholar-
ship lists some of the standards by which you are expected to complete assignments in this course.
Students needing assistance may consult with the instructor or the teaching assistants. You are
encouraged to use authorized university writing resources. No other person or resource may be
used to assist you in writing any assignment without express permission from the instructor. Ex-
ceptions will be made for a disability or other personal need. Please consult with the instructor
if you are unclear about this policy or believe you need the assistance of other persons or online
resources. You may not use a tutor. You may not consult or collaborate with other students for
writing assignments. You may not refer to online grammar or translation sources such as Google
Translate or Grammarly (grammar is not graded).

Diversity within the Classroom
I am fully committed to creating a learning environment that supports diversity of thought, per-
spectives, experiences, and identities. We urge each of you to contribute your unique perspectives
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to discussions of course questions, themes, and materials so that we can learn from them, and
from each other. I want students to learn to see from each other’s points of view even if they dis-
agree with what each other say, and to learn to accept each other as fellow scholars. Every person
in this class will have an equal chance to speak and share their opinion with the understanding
that they must give each other the same respect and understanding. This class will explore issues
that may be contentious. I expect that all students treat each other with respect. This means that
all arguments in the class should be based on factual assertions as opposed to demeaning insults.
Finally, I will not tolerate the denigration of anyone in the class because of their adopted or pre-
scribed social, religious, political, ethnic, racial, gender-based or sexual identities. If you should
ever feel excluded, or unable to fully participate in class for any reason, please let me know, or you
may also submit anonymous written feedback to the Department of Political Science’s Graduate
Advisor.

Additional Learning Needs

Each of us has a different learning style, and I will do my best to accommodate diverse learning
needs in the class. If you need any kind of accommodation, please come talk to me as soon as you
can so we can arrange a style of learning that works for you. I also refer you to the university’s
Learning Needs Center for more information on resources that you can use to help you get the
most out of this class.

Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities
. Students are required to discuss accommodation arrangements with instructors and OSD liaisons
in the department well in advance of any exams.
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Class Schedule
I expect students to have read the assigned readings before class. This does not mean just skim-
ming reading, but engaging critically with the scholarship. In particular, look for passages that
you disagree with or that seem unclear to you, as these are likely ones that could benefit from
further discussion in class. I recommend that, if at all possible, students find a way to mark up the
articles or books as they are read to improve reading comprehension.

Introduction

Week 1, September 5 : Introduction

• Paul Poast, “Beyond the ‘Sinew of War’: The Political Economy of Security as a Subfield,”
Annual Review of Political Science 22, no. 1 (2019): 223–39.

• Rosella Cappella Zielinski, Kaija E. Schilde, and Norrin Ripsman, “A Political Economy of
Global Security Approach,” Journal of Global Security Studies, 2020.

• Paul Poast, “Economics and War,” in Understanding War and Peace, ed. Dan Reiter, 2018.

Week 2, September 12 : Military Power

• David A. Baldwin, Power and International Relations: A Conceptual Approach (Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2016). Ch 1-4, 8

• Edward Mead Earle. Adam Smith, Alexander Hamilton, Friedrich List: The Economic Foundations
of Military Power in Makers of Modern Strategy, Princeton University Press, PP. 217-226, 230-
242, 246-254

• Charles Tilly. 1992. Coercion, Capital and European States, AD 990-1992. Blackwell. pp. 16-67
(skim), PP 67-95 (read)

Economic Foundations of Military Power

Week 3, September 19 : War and Debt

• Rasler, Karen A., and William R. Thompson. “Global Wars, Public Debts, and the Long
Cycle.” World Politics 35, no. 4 (1983): 489-516

• Branislav L. Slantchev, “Borrowed Power: Debt Finance and the Resort to Arms,” American
Political Science Review 106, no. 04 (November 2012): 787–809.

• Shea, Patrick. (2014). “Financing Victory: Sovereign Credit, Democracy, and War” Journal of
Conflict Resolution, Vol.58, No. 5 : 771-795.

• Shea, Patrick E., and Paul Poast. “War and Default.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 62, no. 9
(October 2018): 1876–1904.

Week 4, September 26 : War and Taxation Review simulation first review due

• Russett, B. (1969). “Who Pays for Defense?” The American Political Science Review 63(2).

• Flores-Macias, Gustavo A., and Sarah E. Kreps. “Political parties at war: A study of Ameri-
can war finance, 1789–2010.” American Political Science Review 107.04 (2013): 833-848.

• McDonald, Patrick. “The Purse Strings of Peace.” 2007. American Journal of Political Science
51(3): 569-582.
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Fungibility of Military Power

Week 5, October 3 : War and Defense Spending

• Matthew A. Evangelista, “Why the Soviets Buy the Weapons They Do,” World Politics 36, no.
4 (July 1984): 597–618.

• Thorpe, Rebecca. The American Warfare State: The Domestic Politics of Military Spending.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014: PP. 33-92

• Kahler, M. (1988). “External Ambition and Economic Performance.” World Politics 40(4):
419-451

• Davis B. Bobrow and Stephen R. Hill, “Non-Military Determinants of Military Budgets: The
Japanese Case,” International Studies Quarterly 35, no. 1 (March 1, 1991): 39–61.

Week 6, October 10 : Politics of Acquisition

• Kurth, James. 1971. “The Political Economy of Weapons Procurement: the Follow-on Imper-
ative.” American Economic Review 62 (1/2): 304-11.

• Sapolsky, Harvey M., Eugene Gholz, and Caitlin Talmadge, U.S. Defense Politics: The Origin
of Security Policies, 2nd edition, New York: Routledge, 2014: Chapters 3-6, 8

• Adams, Gordon and Cindy Williams. Buying National Security. New York: Routledge, 2010:
PP. 93-119, 221-244

• Eugene Gholz, Harvey M Sapolsky, “The Many Lines of Defense: The Political Economy of
US Defense Acquisition”, Journal of Global Security Studies, Volume 6, Issue 1, March 2021

• Fordham, Benjamin O. “Domestic Politics, International Pressure, and the Allocation of
American Cold War Military Spending” Journal of Politics 2002 64(1): 63-68

Week 7, October 17 : Military Capabilities and Innovation Research paper outline due (optional)

• Fordham, Benjamin O. “A Very Sharp Sword: The Influence of Military Capabilities on
American Decisions to Use Force”, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2004 48(5): 632-565

• Harvey M. Sapolsky, “On the Theory of Military Innovation,” Breakthroughs, Vol. 9, No. 1
(2000), PP. 35-39

• Peter Dombrowski and Eugene Gholz, “Identifying Disruptive Innovation: Innovation The-
ory and the Defense Industry,” Innovations, Vol. 4, No. 2 (Spring 2009)

Commercial Peace

Week 8, October 24 : Trade and War

• Copeland, Dale C. 1996. “Economic Interdependence and War: A Theory of Trade Expecta-
tions.” International Security, 20(4): 5-41.

• Barbieri, Katherine, and Jack S. Levy. “Sleeping with the enemy: The impact of war on
trade.” Journal of Peace Research 36.4 (1999): 463-479.

• Gartzke, Erik, and Oliver Westerwinter. “The complex structure of commercial peace con-
trasting trade interdependence, asymmetry, and multipolarity.” Journal of Peace Research 53.3
(2016): 325-343.
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Week 9, October 31 : Capital and War Review simulation editor decision due

• Gartzke, Erik, Quan Li, and Charles Boehmer. 2001. "Investing in Peace: Economic Interde-
pendence and International Conflict.’ ’ International Organization 55(2): 391-438.

• Gartzke, Erik. 2007. “The capitalist peace.” American journal of political science 51.1: 166-191.

• Allan Dafoe & Nina Kelsey. 2014. “Observing the Capitalist Peace: Examining Market-
Mediated Signaling and Other Mechanisms.” Journal of Peace Research. 51(5): 619-633.

Alliances

Week 10, November 7 : Arms vs Allies

• Mancur Olson and Richard Zeckhauser, “An Economic Theory of Alliances,” The Review of
Economics and Statistics 48, no. 3 (August 1966), pp. 266-279.

• Morrow, James D. “Alliances and Asymmetry: An Alternative to The Capability Aggrega-
tion Model of Alliances.” American Journal of Political Science (1991): 904-933.

• Marc R. DeVore, “The Arms Collaboration Dilemma: Between Principal-Agent Dynamics
and Collective Action Problems,” Security Studies 20, no. 4 (October 1, 2011): 624–62.

Week 11, November 14 : Allies and Trade

• Narizny, “The Political Economy of Alignment: Great Britain’s Commitments to Europe,
1905-39, International Security 27:4 (spring - 2003), pp. 184-219.

• Gowa, Joanne, and Edward D. Mansfield. 1993. “Power politics and international trade.”
American Political Science Review 87.02 (1993): 408-420.

• Long, Andrew G., and Brett Ashley Leeds. “Trading for Security: Military Alliances and
Economic Agreements.” Journal of Peace Research 43.4 (2006): 433-451.

• Poast, Paul. “Can from Issue Linkage Improve Treaty “Hard Case”." Journal of Conflict Reso-
lution 57.5 (2013): 739-764.

Week 12, November 21 : Flex week Review simulation R&R memo due

Economic Consequences of National Security

Week 13, November 28 : Domestic

• Rosella Cappella Zielinski, Benjamin O. Fordham, and Kaija E. Schilde, “What Goes up,
Must Come down? The Asymmetric Effects of Economic Growth and International Threat
on Military Spending,” Journal of Peace Research 54, no. 6 (November 1, 2017): 791–805.

• Gert Krell, “Capitalism and Armaments: Business Cycles and Defense Spending in the
United States 1945—1979,” Journal of Peace Research 18, no. 3 (September 1, 1981): 221–40.

• Vincenzo Bove and Roberto Nisticò, “Coups d’état and Defense Spending: A Counterfactual
Analysis,” Public Choice 161, no. 3/4 (2014): 321–44.

Week 14, December 5 : International

• Brooks, Stephen. Producing Security: Multinational Corporations and the Changing Calculus of
Conflict. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007: PP. 57-79
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• Jonathan D. Caverley, “United States Hegemony and the New Economics of Defense,” Secu-
rity Studies, Vol. 16, No. 4 (Oct-Dec 2007), PP. 598-614

• Michael Beckley, “Conditional Convergence and the Rise of China: A Political Economy
Approach to Understanding Global Power Transitions”, Journal of Global Security Studies,
Volume 6, Issue 1, March 2021

• Rosella Cappella Zielinski and Kaija Schilde, “Hatchet or Scalpel? Domestic Politics, In-
ternational Threats, and US Military Spending Cuts, 1950–2014,” Security Studies 28, no. 4
(2019): 677–709.

Future Directions

Week 15, December 12 : Advancing the Field Final research paper or mock comprehensive exam
due

• Noora Lori, Kaija Schilde, A Political Economy of Global Security Approach to Migration
and Border Control, Journal of Global Security Studies, Volume 6, Issue 1, March 2021

• Jennifer Erickson, Dangerous Trade: Arms Exports, Human Rights, and International Reputation
(Columbia University Press, 2018).

• J Andres Gannon, “Planes, Trains, and Armored Mobiles: Measuring heterogeneity in the
distribution of military capabilities,” Working Paper.
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