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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th July, 2011, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
40. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor C Stacey. 
 
41. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
42. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong had explained the County Council’s response to the Boundary Committee 
had been agreed.  The County Council had agreed a 3 member Deerness Division, and not the 
proposal for a 1 member Esh Winning Division which had also been put forward.  
 
The County Council was currently consulting on the future of County Council owned and funded 
community buildings.  
 
Councillor Armstrong had been contacted by a resident in relation to a hedge at the bottom of 
Western Avenue.  The hedge had been inspected by the Council’s Clean and Green Team and 
would be dealt with. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
43. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 29th June and 6th July, 2011, were confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman.  
 
44. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the last Meetings.  
 
45. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £35.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas. 
(ii) £143.36 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages. 
(iii) £35.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE. 
(iv) £50.00 transfer to Barclays Bank. 
(v) £9003.72 to Groundwork in respect of project management and design for Cornsay 

Colliery play area. 
(vi) £250.00 to Tyne & Wear Play Association in respect of completion inspection at 

Cornsay Colliery play area. 
(vii) £100.00 to petty cash.  
(viii) £35.00 to the ICO in respect of Data Protection registration.   
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(b) Cheques issued: 
 
(i) 5th Jun 2011 £ 1000.00 Target Joinery    No. 492 
(ii)  29th Jun 2011 £ 190.00 SPC Building and Maintenance  No. 493 
(iii) 29th Jun 2011 £ 1955.13 Target Joinery    No. 495 
(iv) 29th Jun 2011  £ 126.66 Mr D Walker    No. 495 
(v) 29th Jun 2011  £ 16.33 HMRC     No. 497 
(vi) 29th Jun 2011  £ 100.00 Petty Cash    No. 498 
(vii) 29th Jun 2011  £ 1008.00 Lanchester Garden Centre  No. 499 
(viii) 29th Jun 2011  £ 110.00 Cornsay Village Res Association No. 500 
(ix) 18th Jul 2011  £ 73155.27 Brambledown Landscapes  No. 501 

 
(c) Cash at Bank 
 

Northern Rock   £23, 444.01 
AMC    £15,054.83 

 
(d) Quarterly Financial Report 
 
 Details of the quarterly financial report were circulated for information. 
 
(e) Amendment to Powers used for Payments 
 
 A payment of £50.00 in respect of a donation to the Hamsteels Dreamcatchers made in 

September 2010 was recorded in the Council’s accounts as having been made under s137 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 when it should in fact have been made under s145 of the 
same Act. 

 
Resolved: That the accounts be amended to record the payment of £50.00 to the Hamsteels 
Dreamcatchers as having been made under s145 of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
46. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Durham Police Authority - Details of stakeholder workshop to be held on 30th August. 
Resolved: That invitation be noted. 
 

(b) Greater Willington Town 
Council 

- Invitation to Chairman’s charity evening on 5th August. 
Resolved: That the invitation be noted. 
  

(c) County Durham and 
Darlington NHS Trust 

- Hyperacute Stroke Services Formal Public Consultation. 
Resolved: That the consultation be noted. 

 
47. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 B Richardson 15 Rose Court 
Esh Winning 
 

Change of use of land at side of dwelling to 
private garden area including the erection of 
a detached double garage. Erection of 
extension to existing dwelling including an 
enlargement and change of use of the 
garage to a habitable room with the addition 
of a first floor extension above and 
construction of single-storey extension to 
the rear. 

  Resolved: That no objection be made to this application. 
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48. COMPLAINTS POLICY 
 
As a result of the consultation on how standards in public life would be maintained following the 
abolition of the Standards Board for England, it had come to light that the Council did not have a 
complaints policy. 
 
Accordingly, a draft complaints policy had been prepared by the Clerk, copies of which had been 
circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the Complaints Policy be approved and adopted.   
 
49. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLICATION SCHEME 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s Freedom of Information Publication Scheme had not been 
reviewed for some time, and as the Council’s website was now live, it may be timely to review the 
Scheme. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk make the necessary amendments to update the Publication Scheme.   
 
50. REGISTRATION AS A DATA CONTROLLER 
 
The Clerk reported that the draft notification had now been received from the Information 
Commissioner’s Office and required approval.  The fee for registration was £35.00 and the 
registration lasted for one year.  
 
Resolved: That the notification be approved and the fee of £35.00 for registration be paid.  
 
51. CORNSAY COLLIERY PLAY AREA 
 
(a) Payment Details 
 
Authorisation had previously been given to pay the first stage invoice in the sum of £54.195.32 upon 
receipt of the grant funding from Durham County Council.  Subsequently, the second stage invoice to 
the contractors, Brambledown Landscapes had become due, and in view of the timescales, it had 
been agreed with Brambledown and Groundworks that the total payment of £73,155.27 should in fact 
be paid in one sum.  Accordingly, as all funding had been received by the Council, the total due had 
been forwarded to Brambledown in one payment.  
 
Invoices from Groundworks for project design and management and Tyne & Wear Play Association 
for final inspection had also been received and agreed for payment. 
 
Resolved: That the receipt of all funding for the project be noted and that the Clerk’s handling of the 
invoices and payments for the scheme be approved.  
 
(b) Replacement of gate and provision of signage 
 
The final inspection of the play area had identified that the gate was in a dangerous condition and 
required replacement as a matter of urgency.  The Clerk confirmed that at the time of replacement of 
the fence, it had been confirmed that the gate was in a serviceable condition and replacement was 
not necessary at that time.  
 
The Clerk had begun to seek costs for the replacement of the gate as a matter of urgency, and 
agreement was sought to allow works to be undertaken as soon as details were available.  
 
The inspection had also identified that the current signage in the play area was inadequate and out of 
date.  The inspector recommended that this be rectified as soon as possible.  
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A quotation from Wicksteed Leisure for an appropriate sign was in the sum of £435.00 plus VAT, 
while Durham County Council had quoted £61.00 to manufacture an appropriate sign.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the gate be replaced as soon as possible. 
(ii) That Durham County Council be requested to provide an appropriate sign for the play area. 
 
52. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
Further to Minute 32, 29th June 2011, the Clerk had had the opportunity to speak with officers of 
Durham County Council’s Regeneration and Economic Development department in relation to the 
proposal submitted by HLP in relation to work to replace the existing Community Centre.  
 
Confirmation had been received that the proposal incorporated architectural services and 
identification of design and build options and costings which this Council required.  The County 
Council would contribute £4,000.00 towards the total cost of £4,161.00 if this Council was prepared 
to fund the remaining £161.00.  
 
If the Council was minded to accept the proposal and commission HLP to undertake this work, it was 
recommended that a small committee be appointed by the Council to liase with the HLP so as to 
assist with the process.   
 
Resolved: (i) That the proposal from HLP be accepted. 
(ii) That the County Council’s offer of £4,000.00 be accepted and that this Council agrees to fund the 
remaining £161.00. 
(iii) That a Committee be appointed to liase with HLP, such a Committee to comprise Councillors 
Armstrong, Makepeace and Stacey, and that terms of reference for the Committee be drawn up after 
an initial informal meeting when HLP’s requirements would be better known. 
 
53. AUGUST MEETING 
 
The Council’s Standing Orders provided that the Council would be in recess only in December of 
each year.  In previous years however there had often been little business to discuss in August and 
the Clerk sought confirmation of whether Members felt that an August meeting was required. 
 
Resolved: That, unless any urgent business requiring the Council’s attention arose, the Council be in 
recess until the scheduled September meeting.  
  

 
The Meeting closed at 7.45 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


