
WHEELING PARK DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES OF EMERGENCY MEETING 
MARCH 16, 2020 

 
An Emergency Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District, Cook and 
Lake Counties, Illinois, was held in the Room 206 of the Community Recreation Center, 100 
Community Blvd., Wheeling, Illinois. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by President Stein. 
 
The following Commissioners were present when the roll was called: C. Klumpp, M. Burns, B. 
Lichtenberger, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, and S. Stein.   
 
Staff members present were Jan Buchs, Executive Director; Matt Wehby, Deputy Director; Kim 
Langner, Recording Secretary. 
 
PARK DISTRICT UPDATE – COVID-19 
 
Executive Director Buchs addressed the Board about the Covid – 19 virus and its impact on the 
park district and staff.  Ms. Buchs expressed her concern over keeping the park district open based 
on potential health safety issues put on staff and guests, and realizing the District’s role in the 
effort to slow the spread of the virus. Therefore, based on Federal recommendations and 
discussions with staff, Director Buchs feels the need to close the park district through March 29, 
noting that there will be a reassessment at that time. The Board was in agreement.  Ms. Buchs 
continued discussion about staff work expectations and how she would like to fulfill payroll 
obligations and sick day usage over the mandatory closing of the facilities.  Discussion and 
questions from the Board followed, culminating with Board agreeing that Ms. Buchs should move 
forward with her plan and were in support of extending the plan if needed when Ms. Buchs 
reassesses the situation after March 29.  Ms. Buchs handed out a copy of the email that staff would 
receive explaining the shutdown.  Lastly, Executive Director Buchs asked all Commissioners 
report to Director of Administrative Services, Amy Rivas, if they are in contact with anyone 
infected or get infected with the Covid-19 virus. 
 
VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
  
Staff: Regarding the preschool playground equipment purchase that was on the agenda for the 
canceled regular meeting of the Board on March 17, Executive Director Buchs asked for approval 
to move forward with the purchase of preschool play equipment because of the tight timeline the 
District is on to get this playground installed. Ms. Buchs requested that this approval get formally 
ratified at the next regular board meeting on April 7. The Board agreed moving forward. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Burns moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Whittington, to adjourn the meeting at 3:32 p.m.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jan Buchs, Secretary 
 
Approved this 7th day of April 2020 
Board of Commissioners 
Wheeling Park District 


