
Duplex Cottage Cottage Duplex Old Style Residence Old Style Bungalow Duplex Milwaukee Bungalow Tudor Cape−Cod Colonial Duplex New Style Ranch Townhouse

Smaller 1, 1.5 , or 2 story homes 
with two living units, the low-
er unit often partially below 
ground level. These are some-
times called “Polish Flats” or 
“English Basement Cottages.”

Duplex cottages are often found 
in the Near South Side and the 
Riverwest neighborhood. They 
are less common elsewhere in 
the city and are almost entirely 
absent in neighborhoods built 
after World War I.

Total:    1,669
Avg. Year:  1895
Share of Total:  1%

Small, plain single family dwell-
ing, usually one story, generally 
built before 1934. Cottages often 
exhibit minimum construction 
standards (“economy”) resulting 
in narrow boxy exterior appear-
ance with little or no ornamenta-
tion, low pitch roof, few window 
openings, low basement wall 
height, simple floor plan with 
small rooms, minimal closet 
facilities and electrical outlets, 
softwood trim and often inad-
equate plumbing facilities for 
today’s standard of living.

Cottages are strewn throughout 
the old working class neighbor-
hoods of Milwaukee.

Total:    4,048
Avg. Year:  1898
Share of Total:  3%

A two-unit resident built before 
1945. Each unit has a separate 
entrance, kitchen, and usually 
separate full baths. The arche-
typal Milwaukee duplex  consists 
of an upper and lower unit with 
side-by-side doors facing the 
street.

Thousands of Old Style Duplex-
es were built in a ring around 
Downtown Milwaukee during 
the first two decades of the 
1900s.

This map and accompanying 
statistics include a small number 
of triplexes as well. Milwaukee 
triplexes are often retrofitted 
duplexes with a third unit added 
to the attic.

Total:    14,172
Avg. Year:  1908
Share of Total:  11%

This is a general category con-
sisting of all single family res-
idences generally built before 
1935 and not qualifying as a 
Colonial, a Tudor, a Mansion, a 
Cottage, or Milwaukee Bunga-
low.

Total:    15,839
Avg. Year:  1908
Share of Total:  12%

A two-family residence generally 
characterized as having one and 
one-half stories, or two stories, 
most with attics. The charac-
teristics and extra features are 
the same as those of Milwaukee 
Bungalows.

Some two story models have two 
front doors and two stairways, 
while others have only one front 
door with a rear and/or side 
door.

Bungalow duplexes and Bunga-
lows were the house of choice 
during the Roaring Twenties, 
collectively making up 71% of 
all (still standing) homes built 
during the decade.

Total:    9,373
Avg. Year:  1925
Share of Total:  7%

A single-family residence gener-
ally characterized as having one 
and one-half stories or one story 
and attic. They often have extra 
features such as a bay at the front 
and side; rock face concrete 
block foundation walls; a gable 
or hip roof (Jerkin Head roof 
is common); boxed or exposed 
joist roof overhang; and a roofed 
porch with masonry piers across 
the front.

Other features could include a 
sunroom, piano windows, arti-
ficial fireplace and dining room 
with buffet or china cabinets.

Total:    10,898
Avg. Year:  1925
Share of Total:  9%

A single-family residence dis-
playing at least several of the 
following:
• Masonry or masonry/frame
• Steeply pitched gables
• Arched windows/doorways
• Entryway, one story usually 

with steep gable & may have 
curved roof line

• Half-timber trim on gables 
and/or dormers

• Exterior fireplace chimney 
frequently located in front & 
highly visible

•  Leaded glass
•  Ornamental stone trim 

around doors and/or win-
dows

Milwaukee’s Tudor homes are 
grouped in small dense clusters.

Total:    729
Avg. Year:  1931
Share of Total:  >1%

A one story and attic or a one 
and one-half story residence that 
may have dog house dormers, 
extra gables, or shed dormers. 
They were generally built after 
1934. True Cape Cod dwellings 
are single-family and must have 
a finished attic or half story area.

Like Bungalows after World 
War I, Cape Cod homes were 
the house of choice for everyday 
homeowners after World War II. 
Built about 20 years later, they 
form a concentric ring around 
the Bungalow Belt.

Total:    18,562
Avg. Year:  1950
Share of Total:  15%

A two or two and one-half story, 
single-family residence, general-
ly built without an attic. Typical-
ly, a Colonial has a living room, 
dining room, kitchen and half-
bath on the first floor. A full bath 
and the bedrooms are usually 
located on the second floor and 
the stairway is usually centrally 
located. 

Colonial homes have enjoyed 
the longest period of popularity 
of any Milwaukee home style. 
They are present in some of the 
oldest neighborhoods of the city 
(like the Upper East Side) and 
also in some of the newest (the 
Far Northwest Side).

Total:    5,957
Avg. Year:  1956
Share of Total:  5%

Any two-unit residence not 
qualifying as a townhouse, built 
in or after 1945. New Style Du-
plexes have separate entrances, 
kitchens, and generally separate 
full baths.

This map and accompanying 
statistics include a small number 
of triplexes as well.

Total:    6,820
Avg. Year:  1956
Share of Total:  5%

A one story residence that does 
not have any usable half story 
or attic area. They are generally 
single-family residences built 
after 1934.

Ranch homes make up a quarter 
of all Milwaukee’s houses. By 
1953 it had surpassed Cape-
Code as the most popular new 
home style in Milwaukee. It held 
the number one spot until the 
late 1980s.

Total:    31,324
Avg. Year:  1956
Share of Total:  24%

A two or tow and one-half story, 
side-by-side two unit residence. 
Townhouses make up just 1% 
of Milwaukee’s houses. They 
are sprinkled in developments 
across the city.

Please note: Architectural 
housing descriptions are closely 
adapted from the definitions 
provided by the City of Milwau-
kee Assessor’s Office.

Total:    1,674
Avg. Year:  1971
Share of Total:  1%

Like a tree, Milwaukee’s residential neighborhoods spread in con-
centric rings around the downtown commericial core. Each layer 
preserves a distinctive swathe of homes, bearing witness to the way 
a generation of Milwaukeens lived and worked, all while likewise 
shaping the way every subsequent generation experiences their 
city.

Old walking neighborhoods with incongruous mixes of modest 
cottages and grand old style residences give way to a thick ring 
of duplexes whose working class occupants commuted on the 
new streetcars. The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties produced 
Milwaukee’s narrow Bungalow Belt, and this pattern was repeated 
in turn with thousands of Cape Cod homes after World War II. By 
the mid 1950s tastes had changed; lot sizes grew and house sizes 
shrank, as around 30,000 ranch homes filled in the city’s recently 
acquired sprawling Northwest, Southwest, and Far South Sides.


