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Modern Term 1 

How to Use these plans 
Thanks so much for downloading our Modern Times Term 1 Morning Time plans. Our hope is 

that these plans will guide you as you do Morning Time with your family. While they can be 

followed to the letter, they are much better adapted to your family’s preferences and needs. 

Move subjects around, add your own special projects, or leave subjects out entirely. These are 

meant to be helpful, not stressful. 

The poetry and memorization sheets in this introductory section can be copied multiple times 

for your memory work binders. Feel free to print as many as you need. 

Companion Web Page 
For links to all the books, videos, resources, and tutorials in these plans, please visit: Modern 

History Term 1 Resources 

Choosing a Schedule 
We have included two different schedules for you to choose from. You can choose the regular 

weekly grid that schedules subjects onto different days for you, or you can choose the loop 

schedule option.  

With the loop schedule you will do memorization daily. Work on each memorization piece until 

your family has it memorized and then move on to the next.  

After memorization each day choose one to three other activities from the loop schedule. Skip 

the ones you don’t want to do and keep track by checking off the subject square. 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Subject by Subject 
Digging Deeper 

In this section you will find links to resources around the web that will help you and your 

children learn more about the focus topic. Many of these resources are primary sources. While 

we have previewed each and everyone of them, we cannot know every families’ needs. If you 

have concerns about a topic, please be sure to preview.  

Memorization  

In modern times, many great orators have been recorded. We have documents as well as radio 

and TV broadcasts of some of the greatest speeches ever given. With this wealth of words, it 

was very hard to choose two pieces to focus on this term.  

The Gettysburg Address is one of the most well known speeches in American history. Which 

one of us has not heard, “Four score and seven years ago” during our education? 

“Duties of American Citizenship” by Theodore Roosevelt is a lesser known speech. This 

excerpt from the speech given in Buffalo, New York on January 26, 1883 succinctly lays out 

what the duties are of an American citizen. Roosevelt encouraged his fellow American's to be 

involved in their government and to continue to strive for freedom. 

Poetry  

America has produced a plethora of fabulous poets in modern times. Poets were thinking of 

new ways to structure their words to make beautiful, new, and interesting poems. This term we 

will focus on Walt Whitman and Emma Lazarus.  

While the poems themselves give wonderful insight into the poets’ heart, you may also want to 

learn more about their lives. Check your library for the suggested resources.  

Read the poem with your family. Enjoy. It’s really that easy! You might also: 

• Have them close their eyes and after the reading tell what they pictured in their 
mind. 

• Draw a picture to go with the poem. 
• Ask what was their favorite part. 
• Ask what was their favorite word. 

For more on poetry listen to Your Morning Basket Episode 8 and download our poetry cheat 
sheet here. 
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Needed Resources and Supplies 
If an additional resource is needed to complete the subject, we have listed it below. Many of 

these resources will be used again in future Morning Time plans.  

If you choose not to use a particular resource, you can omit that subject from your plans or 

make your own substitution. Be sure to check your library for some of these resources as well. 

We have included links to these for easy access on the resource page for these plans. 

Art Supplies  
• Drawing pencils  

• Drawing paper 

• Erasers  

• 11 x 14 piece of thin plexiglass 

• Clay to hold plexiglass in place 

• Various props   

• Watercolors; both tube and pan  

• Paintbrushes  

• Watercolor Paper (140 lb cold press is recommended)   

• Masking Fluid (found at any arts and crafts store) 

• Gum eraser 

• Natural sponge 

• Simple stencils (bought or homemade) 

Math Supplies 
• Print the puzzles listed in the plans 

• Card stock (for the cube puzzle) 

• Scotch tape 

• Four wooden discs of different sizes or a quarter, nickel, dime, and penny 

Music SQUILT Vol. 4 Modern Era 

Art Appreciation Masterpiece Society’s Paul Cézanne and Mary Cassette Art 

Appreciation

Books Use the links on the resource page to purchase our selections, find 
them at your library using the printable book list, or substitute 
something similar from your bookshelf.
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Printable Book List 

Chapter Books  
The Great Horned Spoon by Sid Fleischman  

Moccasin Trail by Eloise Jarvis McGraw  

Bound for Oregon by Jean Van Leeuwen 

The Perilous Road by William O. Steele 

Week 1 - John Newton and Abolitionists from around the World 

Antoni Van Leeuwenhoek: Genius Discoverer of Microscopic Life by Lisa Yount 

Greg's Microscope by Millicent E Selsam 

The Drawing Lesson: A Graphic Novel That Teaches You How to Draw by by Mark Crilley 

John Newton: A Slave Set Free by Irene Howat 

William Wilberforce: Take Up the Fight by Janet Benge 

Abolitionists: A Force for Change by Sarah De Capua 

Abolitionists: What We Need Is Action by Teacher Created Materials 

My Name Is Truth: The Life of Sojourner Truth by Ann Turner 

Sojourner Truth's Step-Stomp Stride by Andrea Davis Pinkney 

Frederick's Journey: The Life of Frederick Douglass by Doreen Rappaport 

Who Was Harriet Beecher Stowe? by Dana Meachen Rau 

Paul Cezanne by Mike Venezia 

Walt Whitman: Words for America by Barbara Kerley 

Week 2 - Trail of Tears - Native Americans in Modern Times  
The Girl Who Drew Butterflies: How Maria Merian's Art Changed Science by Joyce Sidman 

Summer Birds: The Butterflies of Maria Merian by Margarita Engle 

Maria Sibylla Merian: Artist, Scientist, Adventurer by Sarah B. Pomeroy 

Art by Patrick McDonnell 

Trail of Tears by Joseph Bruchac 

Night Of The Full Moon by Gloria Whelan 

Meeting Cezanne by Michael Morpurgo 

Forced Removal: Causes and Effects of the Trail of Tears by Heather E. Schwartz 

Only the Names Remain: The Cherokees and The Trail of Tears by Alex W. Bealer 

The Trail of Tears by Michael Burgan 

Cheyenne Again by Eve Bunting 

When We Were Alone by David Alexander Robertson 
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The Gettysburg Address 
By Abraham Lincoln  

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 

conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war.  

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here 

gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do 

this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- 

we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who 

struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or 

detract.  

The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it 

can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be 

dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have 

thus far so nobly advanced.  

It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before 

us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 

cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we 

here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain --  

that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that 

government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not 

perish from the earth. 
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When I Heard The Learn'd Astronomer 
By Walt Whitman  

When I heard the learn'd astronomer; 

When the proofs, the figures, were ranged in columns before me; 

When I was shown the charts and the diagrams, to add, divide, and measure them; 

When I, sitting, heard the astronomer, where he lectured with much applause in the lecture-

room, 

How soon, unaccountable, I became tired and sick; 

Till rising and gliding out, I wander'd off by myself, 

In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to time, 

Look'd up in perfect silence at the stars. 
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Week 1 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Focus John Newton and Abolitionists from around the World

Digging 
Deeper

Demonstration of a Slave Collar 
Historical map of US showing slavery states from colonization through the Civil War

Memorization The Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln: Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought 
forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal.

Geography Brazil, Amazon River, Sao Francisco River, French Guiana

Poetry “I Hear America 
Signing” by Walt 
Whitman

Fine Arts Music 
Appreciation: 
SQUILT  
Read “The Modern 
Era” and watch the 
video. Narrate or 
complete the 
notebooking page. 

Art Appreciation: 
Masterpiece 
Society Paul 
Cézanne  
Read pages 13-14. 
Narrate or 
complete the 
notebooking page. 

Art: Basic
Drawing Lesson 
One Shading a 
Sphere

Nature Study Antony van Leeuwenhoek: 
Watch Leeuwenhoek and Microscopic Life. Watch worm by candlelight and 
Newly discovered Leeuwenhoek microscope. You may also want to explore 
Leeuwenhoek’s drawings at Lens on Leeuwenhoek. Record what you have 
learned in your nature notebook. How might Leeuwenhoek’s work on 
microscopes help you to observe the world around you?

Math Birthday Party 
Logic Puzzle

Extra Reading John Newton 

William 
Wilberforce 

Frederick's 
Journey 

Walt Whitman

Abolitionists: A 
Force for Change 

My Name Is Truth: 
The Life of 
Sojourner Truth

Abolitionists 

Sojourner Truth's 
Step-Stomp Stride 

Paul Cezanne

Antoni Van 
Leeuwenhoek 

Greg's 
Microscope 

Who Was 
Harriet Beecher 
Stowe

The Drawing 
Lesson: A 
Graphic Novel 
That Teaches You 
How to Draw

Chapter Book Reading Suggestions:  
The Great Horned Spoon by Sid Fleischman (chapters 1-4) 
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http://www.apple.com
http://www.americancivilwarhistory.net/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderpictures/whatcausedcivilwarslaverycauses.gif
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Daily subjects

Memorization The Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln 
“Duties of American Citizenship” By Theodore Roosevelt

Loop Subjects

Subjects Activity Related Books

Focus John Newton and Abolitionists from around the 
World

John Newton 

Abolitionists: A Force for 
Change 

Abolitionists 

My Name Is Truth: The Life of 
Sojourner Truth 

Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp 
Stride  

Who Was Harriet Beecher Stowe

Digging 

Deeper

*Demonstration of a Slave Collar
*Historical map of US showing slavery states from
colonization through the Civil War
*CSA General Lee’s parole after surrender at
Appomattox Court House, Virginia

William Wilberforce 

Frederick's Journey

Poetry “I Hear America Signing” by Walt Whitman Walt Whitman

Geography Brazil, Amazon River, Sao Francisco River, French 
Guiana

Math Birthday Party Logic Puzzle

Music 
Appreciation

SQUILT  
Read “The Modern Era” and watch the video. 
Narrate or complete the notebooking page.

Art 

Appreciation

Masterpiece Society Paul Cézanne  
Read pages 13-14. Narrate or complete the 
notebooking page.

Paul Cezanne 

Art Basic Drawing Lesson One Shading a Sphere The Drawing Lesson: A Graphic 
Novel That Teaches You How to 
Draw
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