
Plan for Sermon on 1 Timothy 6

Title: Financial Stewardship
Text: I Timothy 6:6-10; 17-19
Fallen Condition Focus: We are all tempted to idolize money and be greedy.
Main Idea: “Because God is a greater possession than anything money can buy, we should 
use our money in ways that help us enjoy God better.” 
Outline: 

1. God and not money as the destination (verses 6-10)
2. Money as a vehicle that helps us enjoy God (verses 17-19)

I have made serious financial mistakes. You almost certainly have as well. What
is the one item that comes to your mind that you wish you hadn’t sunk so 
much money in to? When I was a teenager, I spent all the money I had saved 
working on the farm for the last five years on a computer. I wanted a computer
primarily so I could use it to play computer games. I had begged my dad to let 
me buy one for two years in a row and he finally decided to just let me do it. I 
learnt a ton from this experience. I think I looked at every computer there was 
on TradeMe. And then finally I choose one. Unfortunately, within six months I 
was over computer games. And worse than that a year after I brought it, it had 
depreciated to be only worth half its original value. Today, ten years or so 
down the line, it is worth maybe five dollars at a garage sale. That was a 
serious financial mistake, and it reveals the priorities of my heart while I was in
high school. 

We make often make terrible financial decisions because the priorities of our 
hearts are in the wrong place. Money is like a stethoscope that allows a doctor 
to hear how our hearts are beating. The way you handle your money reveals 
your heart. Even if you are very conservative with your purchases. Greed is a 
sin doesn’t necessarily involve any spending at all. Covetousness is a sin that 
usually involves giving everything you have to get the next greatest item. But 
both of these sins come from a heart that thinks money or the things you can 
get from money ultimately satisfy. Money is an idol in both situations. 
Idolatrous hearts love money and will do all kinds of evil to get it. The things 
you spend your money on and don’t spend your money on show what your 
heart values. 

Some critics have accused Paul of being bipolar. This is one passage that could 
serve as ammunition for this kind of argument. If you read this passage 
carefully it does seem that Paul is speaking out of both sides of his mouth. He 
says that “if we have food and clothing, with these we shall be content,” in 



verse 8, but then in verse 17 he says, “as for the rich in this present age, charge
them not to set there hope on riches but on God who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.” So, what are we to do with money: enjoy it or despise it? 
I originally thought I was going to have to sort of pick or choose one half of 
Paul’s instructions and leave the others for another sermon. However, I found 
Joe Rigney’s book The Things of Earth incredibly helpful. Thinking about this 
passage, he suggests that the key to understanding it is to recognize that Paul 
is viewing money in two different relationships to God. He has two sets of 
goggles that he looks through. The rest of the bible also uses these two 
perspectives. In verses 6-10 he asks us to look at God and money in opposition 
to each other. When you put money beside God it looks like rubbish in 
comparison and begins to seem useless. In verse 17-19 he asks us to consider 
God and money as complementary to each other. Your money is 
complementary to you in your relationship to God when you use it as a tool to 
serve and enjoy Him.

We are going to look through both of these lenses today so that we can get a 
grasp of how God would have us orientate our hearts and organize our wallets 
in relation to our money. The greatest cause of our foolish use of money is that
we have prioritized the wrong things in our heart, and in this passage Paul 
wants to reorientate the way that we think about money in relation to God. 
“Because God is a greater possession than anything money can buy, we should 
use our money in ways that help us enjoy God better.” That I think is the main 
thrust of what Paul is saying. It is his main idea.

I am going to structure this sermon around the two little sections on money in 
this passage. The first section from 6-10 outlines God and not money should be
the greatest treasure of our hearts. The second section in verses 17-19 
highlights that we must use our money in ways that help us better enjoy God.

So, let’s get stuck in to our first section.

MAIN POINT ONE: God and not Money as the Goal

We see the comparative lens in verses 6-10. If you set God on one side of the 
scales and everything else in the universe on the other side, God comes out as 
more valuable every single time! And everything else in the world is seen as 
“rubbish” which we cast aside in order that we might “gain Christ” (Philippians 
3:7). Paul explains to Timothy in verse six that “godliness with contentment is 
great gain.” I think this phrase is the central idea that we must understand in 



order to get what Paul is saying to us about money in this first section. In the 
verse just before verse 6, Paul is giving Timothy instructions about how to deal 
with certain false teachers. 

These false teachers are constantly consumed with quarrels because they 
ultimately think that being a Christian is about making money. As verse seven 
tells us, they imagine “that godliness is a means of gain.” Their ultimate heart 
goal is financial prosperity and thus Christianity has morphed for them into a 
way to get rich quick. Christianity is a lucrative market that they are seeking to 
exploit. They are the Joel Osteens and prosperity gospel preachers of Paul’s 
day. But they are the ultimate losers, because by selling Jesus in order to get 
money they have traded the world’s most valuable commodity for something 
they can’t take with them when they die. They are like a drug addicted youth 
pawning off their family’s pearls so that they can purchase an ounce of crystal 
meth which is gone once you smoke it. In contrast, Paul says that seeking 
godliness because God is your treasure is the real way to find joy. That is what 
it means when it says “godliness, with contentment”. It is godliness without 
any external motivation. There is nothing motivating your pursuit of God but 
God himself. God is the pearl of great price which we find and then sell 
everything that we have in order that we might have God, even if it means we 
have nothing alongside God (cf. Matt 13:46).

That is why verse 8 says that “if we have food and clothing with these we shall 
be content.” The man who only has the bare necessities of life, but has Jesus 
can be absolutely content. And he can have more joy than the false teacher, 
like Joel Osteen, who has a 10.5-million-dollar house in the most desirable 
suburb in Houston, but who does not have Christ. In psalm 4, King David says 
to God, “you have put more joy in my heart than when their grain and wine 
abound.” Only God can make the heart content. Because only God delivers on 
his promises to satisfy. Money and stuff promise big, but under deliver. That is 
why verse 9 tells us that “those who desire to be rich fall into a temptation and
a snare.” 

Think about this with me. What is a temptation? A temptation is something 
that promises contentment but can’t deliver. Pak ‘n’ Save shelfs aren’t 
technically a temptation. They say, “milk $3.99” and you take it to the 
checkout pay $3.99 and you get 2l of milk. Pak ‘n” Save delivers on its 
promises. But lotto is a temptation. You go to the lotto counter and it says 
“powerball tickets $12, you could win $6 million.” But you pay $12, wait for the
powerball numbers to come through later that night, and then get absolutely 



nothing. Lotto promises big but doesn’t deliver. Lotto is a temptation. And the 
temptation of lotto forms an addiction. 

This is how all addictions start. And money will become an addiction if you 
seek joy in it. Temptations, don’t give what they promise, and so they leave us 
with a “craving” for more. The desire to be rich, because we have brought the 
lie that money satisfies, produces this same kind of craving. We see that in 
verse 10, “For the love of money (or the desire to be rich) is the root of all 
kinds of evil. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” If you wrongly think that 
money and the stuff you get from it ultimately satisfies, you will do anything to
get it. Nothing will stop you. And you will do “all kinds of evil” in order that you
can have it. You will even use a false godliness to get it if you have to. 
However, if you think that God satisfies, you will pursue godliness, and find 
that you are content—regardless of how much stuff you have. Compared to 
God, everything else in the world will seem like rubbish. It will be totally 
irrelevant to your happiness, hardly even worth thinking about. 

You know this if you have ever spent time with Christians from any third world 
country. You go on a mission trip with our church to India or Fiji and you meet 
believers there, that by New Zealand standards have hardly anything at all. But
they cook you up one of their 3 chickens and force feed you until you think you
will explode. And then as you drink tea with them that evening you see their 
radiant smiles as you talk to them about Christ and the gospel. These poor 
Christians have contentment because they have Christ, even though some of 
them literally have only food and clothing. 

But let me ask you: Where is your heart in relation to your money? Are you 
content? Do feel in your heart a craving? Have you found yourself tempted 
recently to be dishonest on your timesheet at work so that you can have that 
half hour extra pay? Do you day dream about being rich and all the things that 
you would get if you suddenly inherited big money? How healthy is your heart 
under the stethoscope of this passage? Do you have the contentment of the 
third world Christian who only has food and clothing, but whose smile 
stretches to both sides of his face, or do you have a craving for just a little 
more of the things that the world has to offer?

This is why we need to frequently remind ourselves to look at money through a
comparative lens. Next time you find yourself day dreaming about just a little 
more of the things that your neighbors down the road have. Think of that 



verse I quoted earlier from psalm 4 and say to yourself “You [God] have put 
more joy in my heart than when their grain and wine abound” (Ps 4:7). Or next 
time you feel that temptation to sell out and fudge your timesheet say to 
yourself “godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into
the world and we cannot take anything out of it,” and do the God honoring 
thing (1 Timothy 6:7-8). When the craving for the things of the earth seizes our 
heart we mentally imagine all the earthly things that we find our heart desiring
on one side of a scale and then put God on the other side and pray with the 
psalmist, Lord “Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth 
I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of 
my heart and my portion forever!” (Psalm 73:25-26). 

This is the first way that Paul wants us to look at money. The second way is in 
verses 17-19. 

MAIN POINT TWO: Money as a Means by which the Christian Serves and 
Enjoys God

The second way that Paul asks us to think about money is not one of 
opposition to God. But as a means by which the Christian serves and enjoys 
God. He has explained that “desiring to be rich” for riches sake is “the root of 
all kinds of evil” in verses 6-10. It is of course okay to want to be rich and have 
a ton of money so that you can give it all away. It is okay to hope that your 
boss gives you a raise so that you can increase your support of our church’s 
missionaries. Or so that you can use more of your time to serve others. That is 
the kind of thing this last section talks about. What do you do if you have 
riches? What do you do when you have more than food and clothing? Are we 
to sell all and live in a cardboard box, so that we won’t get distracted? Or pool 
all our extra money and build a Totalspan shed to share in the park across from
the church? What are God’s instructions to those that find themselves rich like 
all of us here this morning do? 

I hope you realize that we are all rich. If you made $1,500 last year you are 
richer than 80% of people alive today. If you made $25,000 last year you are 
richer than 90% of the world’s people. Every single one of us are being talked 
to when Paul says in verse 17, “As for the rich in this present age.” He is talking
directly to every person in this building! We are the rich people from this 
passage!



So, let’s have a careful look at Paul’s instructions to rich people like us. Here I 
think is a summary of Paul’s instructions to rich people from these three 
verses. Rich people are to hope in God and enjoy their money. Hear me out 
before you get the pitchforks and burn me as a prosperity gospel preacher. 
That might sound like a shock, but that is exactly what verse 17 says. Read it 
with me: “As for the rich in the present age, charge them not to be haughty, 
nor to set their hope on riches, but on God who graciously provides us with 
everything to enjoy.” Let’s look at the two different things going on here. 

1. Paul is telling us firstly that we are to hope in God. I think all three of 
these first phrases: “charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God” are all saying essentially 
the same thing. Each of us, who are rich, ultimately attribute that money
to one of two places. We either think of it as ours by our own right. 
Either our hard work, our brilliance, our right on the basis of our family 
heritage. Or we ultimately attribute it to God who as verse 17 says, 
“richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” And where we think our 
money ultimately came from changes our attitude. If we think it is ours 
by virtue of our own merit we will be proud. But if we think it is from 
God as a gift by His rich provision we will be humble. And we will hope in
God not in our money. So, this is the first part of Paul’s instruction to us 
about our money, recognize that your money comes from God and hope
in Him! Not on “the uncertainty of riches” (1 Timothy 6:17).

Our hearts are like compasses in this sense. Compasses are supposed to be 
point to the North Pole as they are magnetically drawn in by it a powerful 
magnetic pull. And our hearts are meant to be magnetized to point towards 
and hope in God who is infinitely worthy of our attention. But as a Christian, 
we are in danger of allowing the cares of the world to sneak up on us like a 
little fridge magnet and pull the compass needle of our hearts away from God 
to begin focus exclusively and put our hope in the stuff of this world. When 
this happens, instead of navigating through life with a clear sense of direction 
we spiral out of control and use our money for all kinds of silly things and have 
lack any certainty about the future. This is why we need to keep a close track 
on what our heart is hoping in. Otherwise our whole life spirals out of control. 
This is the first part of Paul’s answer on how we are to ensure we handle our 
money responsibly. We need to get our heart in order and throw away all the 
things that seek to “lead it astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ” 
(2 Corinthians 11:3).



2. The second part of Paul’s instruction is that we are to enjoy our money. 
Paul here blows this issue of money up to address the whole question of 
what Christian are to do with the gifts that God provides. He says, “God 
richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” Every gift that God has 
given you is for your enjoyment. Think of some things that you have 
been given: a house, a car, children, a wife, brothers, sisters, friends, 
steak, fish and chips, a pie from that one shop in Farlie. All these things 
Paul says are for our enjoyment. He says the same thing earlier in the 
book. These are the words of 1 Timothy 4:4, “Everything created by God 
is good and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.” 
Christians are to enjoy all of God’s good gifts. Including money. So, 
money ultimately is for our enjoyment. But now you must ask the 
question: “how do I best enjoy money?” “How do you use your money 
to treasure up for yourself maximum enjoyment?” Paul gives us the 
answer in verses 18-19. I think this is Paul’s answer to how we are to 
best enjoy our money. (There isn’t a full stop in the Greek after the word
enjoy in verse 17. This sentence just keeps on going.) Read it with me, 
“they are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready
to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.” The 
best way to invest your money for maximum enjoyment is by using it 
here and now, before it is stolen away from us at death, to prepare for 
us treasure in heaven. 

So, imagine this with me. Tonight, you inherit 1 million dollars enough to set 
you up for 10 years without ever having to think about money. Unfortunately, 
you soon find out is stuck in an account with a bank that isn’t open on Sunday’s
and which is in serious financial trouble. All you have is an ATM card. It is 
almost certain that they will declare total bankruptcy tomorrow morning at 
9:00am. And then I come to you and tell you that I know a guy high up in this 
bank and can arrange for him to do a one of transfer from this dubious bank 
into my bank account in America for safe keeping. But here is the catch. If I do 
this favor for you, you have to entrust it to me for a minimum of ten years. I 
will pay you 50percent interest every year and return it to you after the 10 
years is up. You have two choices on what to do with your money. Either you 
can spend it all tonight through your card before the bank goes under at 
9:00am tomorrow morning. Or you can invest it with me at 50% interest for 
10years and when 10 years is up I will transfer back to you $57,665,039. Which
would you choose?



Every time we spend a dollar of our money on ourselves we are getting a very 
miniscule amount of enjoyment out of it. Maximum enjoyment comes by 
investing it for the long haul with God by using it to do good to others. That is 
how we store up “treasure for [ourselves] as a good foundation for the future” 
(verse 19). And “take hold of that which is truly life.” You choose where you 
get your reward for your money. Now in this life, or in eternity where it will 
bring you so much more enjoyment than anything this world can offer. 

CONCLUSION:

As we close, let me quickly summarize the apostle Paul’s main thoughts on 
money from this passage and offer some quick practical applications points. I 
said that Paul’s main idea was that “because God is a greater possession than 
anything money can buy, we should use our money in ways that help us enjoy 
God better.” 

1. In the first section we looked at, in verses 6-10, Paul asked us to consider
money as an item weighed on a scale in comparison to God. God 
outweighs money every time by so much that money is begins to lose its
shine. God is great gain. But beside him money seems like rubbish. That 
is why we should and can be content with food and clothing, because 
our ultimate enjoyment doesn’t depend on having money. It depends on
having God. And God can “put more joy in [our] heart[s]” than the 
wicked have “when their wine and grain abound” (Psalm 4:7). 

2. In the second section we looked at, in verses 17-19, Paul asked us to 
consider money not as an opposition to God but as a tool that helps us 
enjoy and serve God. In order to use the tool rightly we have to have our
hope in the right place. We each have the money, and riches, that we 
have because of God’s grace, not because our inherent worth. 
Consequently, we should rest our hope for the future entirely on God 
and enjoy money as a gift by investing it for the good of others. We are 
“to be generous and ready to share” as it says in verse 18. And by so 
doing “we store up a treasure for [our eternal] future” and “take hold of 
that which is truly life” in with our investment in heaven with God 
forever. 

So where is the compass of your heart now as we close? Is pulled over towards
the uncertainty of riches? Or is it set due North with its hope in God? Are you 
humbly enjoying as a gift from a loving God? Or do you lavishly consume it on 
self-indulgent luxury as if you deserve every penny? 



If you do have your heart set right and are enjoying your money humbly as a 
gift from God. Let me ask you further. What kind of interest are you earning on
it. It isn’t wrong to enjoy money. This text says at least that much. “Everything 
created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving” (I Timothy 4:4). But it also tells you how to best improve your 
enjoyment of your money. So what can you do to use your money to do good 
to others and get paid dividends by God? Here are five ideas. You’re not 
limited to this, I am sure you can think of many other examples as well, but I 
want to get brain going and put arms and legs on this sermon. 

1. Idea one: You can use your money to support our fellowships mission’s 
efforts in India and Fiji. Every year we send a group of pastors from the 
FRBCNZ to India to provide ongoing theological and ministry training for 
pastors who serve Indian Christians every day. Our congregation also 
financially supports the missionary efforts of Vejaay who works as a 
pastor in Fiji with the Fijian Indian population there. If you give extra 
next week and  designate the money you give to “missions” you make 
an everyday difference in the lives of Christians that these pastors in 
India and Fiji serve. 

2. Idea two: You can set aside some extra money in your family’s budget 
and commit to invite one family over for dinner every month. Then 
think strategically about who can most benefit from your kindness. Is 
there an co-worker that doesn’t yet know Christ whom you can 
welcome into the warmth of your family? Is there a single person in the 
church who you have noticed doesn’t have many close friendships? Is 
there a young couple you can invite over and commit to wrestle their 
young children for an evening while they just sit and relax talking to 
your spouse at the table?

3. Idea three: You can buy two copies a book like John Stott’s Basic 
Christianity and ask a close non-Christian friend or family member to 
read through it with you. Or you can invest in a couple of extra bibles to 
keep in your car and so that you can always have one to give away for 
free anytime someone needs one. 

4. Idea four: If you are here long term at this church and consider it your 
spiritual home, you can invest to make sure that more people in your 
lifetime and future generations of the Timaru community can continue 
to hear the gospel preached by this congregation by committing to give 
some money to the building fund. That’s one legitimate application of 
this passage.

5. Idea five: Here is one last thing I think you should consider doing. 
Depending on your budget set aside some money to meet regularly with



one other believer every two weeks. If you are living off a pension 
perhaps this means baking and making sure you have a fresh box of tea.
If you are living on something just above minimum wage perhaps this 
means budgeting for two cups of coffee at coffee culture every other 
week. If you are earning slight more than that perhaps it means setting 
aside enough money to buy someone a pizza from Pizza Hut. But give 
some of your time and money to meet regularly to encourage this 
younger sister in her faith. 

I feel the weight of these things. Two days ago spent $160 dollars bungy 
jumping in Queenstown. The jump lasted just under three seconds. I don’t 
think that is an ungodly way to use money on the basis of this passage. I think 
it was an appropriate way to enjoy God’s gifts. But it wasn’t money improved 
on by investing it with God in service to others. I didn’t get maximum 
enjoyment out of it. As we close let me quote to you the words of Paul in Acts 
20:35, “. . . remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “it is 
more blessed to give than [it is] to receive.”


