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Davina Falcão

Portuguese artist Davina Falcão was born in South Africa, 

where she developed a deep love and fascination for reptiles, 

especially snakes. A way of showing her appreciation for these 

animals was to play with colored pencils, crayons, and markers 

to illustrate these colorful animals as much as she could.

When she moved to Portugal with her parents and brother, 

the lack of information about the species that occurred in the 

country was frustrating at times as well as people’s attitudes 

toward these animals. However, one day in her school library, 

Falcão found a small collection of booklets about Iberian wildlife 

with illustrations, including one about snakes. With this new 

literature she learned how to identify different species. This 

was how she discovered scientific illustration and how easily 

information is conveyed through art. But it was only many years 

later, at the University of Aveiro, that her ornithologist professor 

would encourage her to explore this skill.

In her initial years as a scientific illustrator, she invested 

her time and dedication on scientific illustration, clients, and 

university tasks, which demanded and focused more attention 

on rendering birds and mammals. However, as soon as she had a 

bit of free time, she would practice reptile art, especially snakes. 

Another group of animals that fascinated and inspired her a lot 

were insects. A few years later, some of her work was published in 

several books, field guides, articles, and other products.

Recently, Falcão has refined her skills to deliver highly 

detailed images of snakes and other animals, especially using 

colored pencils and markers as her favorite mediums. Digital art 

is also part of her skillset, but there will always be a weakness for 

traditional mediums.

In February 2020, she started a conservation and awareness 

project called “Cobras de Portugal” (Snakes of Portugal) with 

the main goal of informing as many people as possible about 

the species of this country and how to appreciate them. The 

project is growing, with an active Facebook page and a YouTube 

channel, as well as lecturing at workshops throughout the 

country.

At the moment, Falcão works as a freelance artist, taking com-

missions and joining projects that involve Science Communica-

tion where her skills as an illustrator are needed. To view more of 

Falcão’s work, find her on Instagram at @davinafalcaoart.

Iberian Grass Snake (Natrix astreptophora); Copic Markers, 28 × 35.6 cm
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Moorish Gecko (Tarentola mauritanica); digital 

Natterjack Toad (Epidalea calamita); Copic markers and colored pencils, 21 × 29.7 cm


