
 
 
  

BWA General Council Resolution 1988.4 

 

South Africa  

The General Council of the Baptist World Alliance, meeting in Nassau, the Bahamas, July 1988:  

Reaffirms its resolution dealing with apartheid adopted at its meeting in Los Angeles in 1985, and  

Urges the Baptist Union and the Baptist Convention of Southern Africa to challenge the evil of 
apartheid by their own example of reconciliation and full equality within their own churches and the 
extended Christian family as well as their society.   

Further, this Council urges all member bodies to:  

Condemn the actions of the South African government in banning 18 humanitarian anti-apartheid 
organizations; detaining persons, especially children, arresting church leaders in Cape Town, and 
water-hosing a peaceful procession of Christian witnesses;  

Deplore the intention of the South African government to legislate to prevent foreign funding of 
peaceful and humanitarian agencies at work in South Africa; and  

Support the continuing representation being made to appropriate governments, urging them to 
reappraise economic policy towards South Africa and to condemn the South African government's 
persistent attempts to discredit and silence the opposition of South African churches and Christian 
leaders.  

And, further this General Council:  

Requests its general secretary to convey the import of this resolution to the Baptist Union of Southern 
Africa, the Baptist Convention of Southern Africa and the South Africa Council of Churches to offer 
encouragement to these bodies in their striving for peace in their country, and  

Recognizes the impact the suffering of the multicolored Baptist family in South Africa has on the 
worldwide body of Christ and therefore accepts responsibility to engage in every possible way in the 



  

process of establishing justice and equality within their troubled part of the world and, furthermore, 
urges Baptists everywhere to pray unceasingly for healing and reconciliation.  
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For more information about Baptist World Alliance resolutions, visit BaptistWorld.org/resolutions. 
Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 
 
 


