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*Political rights include a country’s electoral process, political pluralism and
participation, and the functioning of government. Civil Liberties include freedom of
expression and belief, organizational rights, rule of law, and personal autonomy. Data is
complied from Freedom House.
**Freedom in the World is out of 100; a score of 67 or above denotes that a country is
“free” and a score of 66 or below denotes that a country is only “partly free”.
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Objective & Research Question
This research will look at twentieth century guerrilla
movements in Colombia, El Salvador, and Peru and analyze
their effects on the countries’ politics in the twenty-first
century.

How did the outcome of these guerrilla movements differ
based on each country’s political background?

Is there a direct link between the effects of guerrilla
movements and a country’s politics?

Hypothesis
There is a link between the extent of a guerrilla’s involvement
in the countries being studied and the countries’ level of
democracy.

Data & Methodology
This research examined scholarly sources, news articles, data from NGOs, memoirs of
hostages, and interviews with former revolutionary members in Colombia, El
Salvador, and Peru in order to understand the influence of the movements.

Data from Freedom House, a non-governmental organization, uses a methodology
that is derived from the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Results
• Colombia: Violence was halted in 2016 by a peace process 

between the government and the FARC leaders. As a part of 
the deal, the FARC handed in weapons and demobilized 
while the majority of the former fighters were granted 
amnesty. In 2017, FARC became a political party and was to 
compete in the next year's election.

• El Salvador: Once the Chapultepec Peace Accords were
signed, the Salvadoran Civil War came to an end. One of the
main victories was to overthrow the dictatorship, give civil
rights to citizens and become a political party in the
Salvadoran government.

• Peru: Research shows that after the Shining Path’s General
was captured in 1992, Peru witnessed a decline in
assassinations by the group. After being captured, Guzman
tried to call for a peace deal that ultimately failed. Since
then, the Shining Path hasn’t experienced the same success
in its goals as it did when the group was first established, yet
still has a quiet presence inPeru.

**

Background
• Colombia: The FARC and ELN emerged in the 1960s after La 

Violencia (1948-58), a period of political violence. The FARC 
was formed as a communist movement in 1964 from a 
peasant uprising for rural land rights. Later, FARC broke with 
the Communist Party and became an independent 
revolutionary organization. By the 1990s, the FARC became 
the country's largest insurgent group and most powerful 
guerilla movement.

• El Salvador: The Faraundo Martí National Liberation Front
(in Spanish Frente Farabundo Martí para la Liberación
Nacional), FMLN, was formed in 1980 and made up of five
leftist groups. Together they were fighting against
Salvadoran government after they failed to improve living
standards and tensions built up between farmers and the
elite class. This all led to the Salvadoran Civil War.

• Peru: The Shining Path (in Spanish Sendero Luminoso) was
a Marxist-based guerrilla formed in the late 1960s by
university professor Abimael Guzman. The movement’s
strategy was to use violence to bring down Peru’s
government and elites. Their efforts resulted in significant
human rights violations.

Conclusion
Based on the research done, it can be gathered that guerilla
movements played an important part in the politics of the
studied countries. The extent of a movement’s success differed
for each country; not all of the movements studied were
considered successful in accomplishing their goals.
Other guerrilla movements in Latin America only constituted a
portion of what affected the country's democracy. A
comprehensive approach where other factors are taken into
consideration is necessary in order to accurately infer what
affects a country’s democracy.

*

Bibliography
• Allison, Michael E., and Alberto Martín Alvarez. “Unity and Disunity in the FMLN.” Latin American 

Politics and Society, vol. 54, no. 4, 2012, pp. 89–118. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/23322102.
• Betancourt, Ingrid. Even Silence Has an End: My Six Years of Captivity in the Columbian Jungle. 

Waterville, Me: Thorndike Press. 2011
• Campbell, Leon G. “The Historiography of the Peruvian Guerrilla Movement, 1960-1965.” Latin 

American Research Review, vol. 8, no. 1, 1973, pp. 45–70. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/2502695. 
Accessed 2 Apr. 2020.

• Council on Hemispheric Affairs. “The Rise and Fall of Shining Path.” COHA, 5 June 2008.
• “Democracy in Retreat, Freedom in the World 2019.” Freedom House, 2019, 

freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2019/democracy-retreat.
• “El Salvador (1980–1992).” Money in the Bank--Lessons Learned from Past Counterinsurgency (COIN) 

Operations: RAND Counterinsurgency Study--Paper 4, by Angel Rabasa et al., 1st ed., RAND 
Corporation, Santa Monica, CA; Arlington, VA; Pittsburgh, PA, 2007, pp. 39–48. JSTOR, 
www.jstor.org/stable/10.7249/op185osd.12.

• Gonsalves, Marc., Stansell, Keith., Howes, Tom. Out of Captivity: Surviving 1,967 Days in the 
Columbian Jungle. Harper Collins, 2009. 

• Jacob's, Michael. The Robber of Memories: A River Journey through Columbia. Counterpoint, 2013. 
• Leech, Garry M. The FARC: The Longest Insurgency. Halifax, NS : Fernwood, 2001
• Portillo-Gonzales, Esther. “FMLN Reflections, 20 Years Later: An Interview With Nidia Díaz.” Nacla.org, 

22 Mar. 2012, nacla.org/sites/default/files/A04501057_13.pdf.


