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A L B I E  K N O W S

WHAT DO I NEED? 

This'll look different depending on if you're starting from scratch or simply 

looking for a refresh. In assessing your needs, you also need to prioritize. 

Let's say you're furnishing your living room and determine you need tables 

& lamps, but your budget doesn't allow for both. Someone may prioritize 

the tables over the lamps for the surface area, while someone else who 

doesn't have overhead and/or natural lighting, will consider the lamps to 

be a priority.  

Questions To Consider: 

What are my staple items? 

What can't I live without? 

How will I be using the space? 

What'll improve my day to day activities? 
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WHAT DO I WANT? 

Here is where you get to think about you & splurge a little (where your 

budget will allow).  

These are the items that, after all your needs are met, you want to find 

room to incorporate into the design.  

Questions To Consider: 

What are my dream items? 

What have you be coveting? 

What's worth splurging on? 

What am I willing to sacrifice for a want? 
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HOW MUCH WILL IT COST ME? 

Starting from scratch will naturally require a larger budget, compared to if 

you're just replacing and/or adding pieces here and there.  

Also, the average cost of a room [from scratch] will vary depending on the 

retailers' price points -- low, mid, or high.  

NOTE: Let Your Budget Determine Your Retailers, Not the Other Way Around. 
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After knowing your needs and wants, look at your financial resources & 

what you've allotted for your project. Are you paying cash or are you using 

lines of credit? If the latter, what will this look like -- personal cards or store 

cards -- and how much "debt" are you comfortable with? 

Why does this matter?  

Cash isn't finite, so that'll really force you to zoom in on what you can 

spend; whereas credit has more fluidity. In terms of the type of card you're 

using, maybe you have cash back rewards you're taking advantage of, in 

which case you may be able to justify a higher price point because of what 

you'll get on the back end; or maybe you're using a store card that allows 

for a discount when using it & therefore saving you on retail costs.  
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WHAT ARE OTHER FACTORS? 

You can't just think of your budget in terms of the furnishings & decor you're 

purchasing for the space.  

A few "wild cards" to consider include: 

Sale and/or Promotional Discounts 

Shipping and/or Delivery 

Interior Designer 

Labor  

BUDGETING PLAN 

In a very simple chart -- doesn't have to be 

complicated to be effective -- lay out the 4 

things we discussed. This'll get the ball rolling on 

how you can & should spend. 

1. Needs 

2. Wants 

3. Variables 

4. Costs  
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