
Sermon 52: Luke 10:1-16: Preparation for Ministry: Part Two: The Message we 
Preach
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INTRODUCTION

We are continuing our look at Jesus sending out the 72 to go preach in Israel.  We have 
seen how Christ has called the disciples and us to exercise trust in the area of prayer, 
persecution and provision, but central in Christ’s sending out the disciples is their message, 
what they are to say.  We are here reminded of our primary identity and purpose.  We are 
heralds, ambassadors, and witnesses.  We are to preach, proclaim, and teach.  We are 
looking at Jesus send out His disciples into the ripe harvest field of Israel, but there are 
many similarities that we are able to see which apply to our responsibility in fulfilling the 
Great Commission.  We will see that there are three major aspects of their message which 
are major ingredients in ours as well.  

Peace

V5-6, ‘Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of peace 
is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you.’  Here is the first 
thing that Jesus instructs His disciples to say.  ‘Peace be to this house!’  this was a standard 
Jewish greeting, it is a prayer for the Shalom of God to rest upon the family in the house.  
But as is typical of the gospel, these pedestrian greetings take on profound significance in 
light of God’s work through Christ.  Think of Paul’s typical, ‘Grace and peace to you,’ and 
how the gospel makes these realities tangible so that they transcend a mere greeting.  It is 
the same with this greeting here.  Think of the traditional blessing that the Aaronic priests 
spoke over God’s people in the OT, Numbers 6:24-26, ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace.’  Peace is a token of eschatological blessing.  
Here is the significance of this greeting.  Now that the Messiah has drawn near and the 
kingdom is in your midst an opportunity to enjoy God’s peace is present.  This peace is 
being offered not through the teaching and preaching of the Pharisees but of Jesus 
disciples.  Just as God dispensed His peace through the blessing of the priests, now He does
it through His ministers by their message.

Paul 7 times calls God the God of peace in the NT.  We enjoy the peace of God because He 
has sent His Son who is called the Prince of peace, Is. 9:6.  Why is Jesus the Prince of 
peace?  It is because He will end all the wars.  He will end the war between satan and His 
people when He comes again and casts him into the lake of fire.  He will end the wars 
between man and man as He establishes an eternal reign of peace in the New Creation.  But
most importantly He will end the war between God and sinners.  Human history is a story of
constant rebellion against the reign of God, Christ comes to either convert the heart of God’s
enemies back to Him, or to finally judge those who will not bow the knee in repentance.  
Christ secures this peace between God and sinners by taking the punishment for our war 
crimes against God upon Himself, Is. 53:6, ‘But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his wounds we are healed.’  Christ was the ransom for our release, He was the 



propitiation that satisfied God’s judgement upon our sins, and he is our righteousness in 
whom we stand before God, holy as He is holy.  And so Paul says in Romans 5:1, 
‘Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’  

We see though that this peace is not automatic, v6 says, ‘And if a son of peace is there, 
your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you.’  This phrase ‘son of peace’ is 
a Hebraism.  Whenever there is a description like sons of light, or sons of darkness it 
describes someone who is typified by these things.  A son of peace in this instance would be
describing someone who accepts Christ and is part of His kingdom and has peace upon 
them and their activity is typified by peace.  Having peace with God we also have peace 
from God, John 14:27, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’  In fact 
peace becomes a fruit of the Spirit which develops our character, Gal. 5:22.  As a result we 
obey the command to be at peace with one another, 2 Cor. 13:11, ‘Finally, brothers, rejoice.
Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the 
God of love and peace will be with you.’  This is a mark of true religion, Matt. 5:9, ‘“Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.’  If someone rejects Christ or 
those who bring the message about Him, in effect rejecting Him, then they will not receive 
this gift of peace.  Have you accepted Christ?  Are you a child of peace?  Do you have peace
with God and know the peace that comes from knowing Him?  This is the message we 
proclaim as we go out into the world.

Kingdom

V9, ‘Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  The 
doing of miracles along with proclaiming the kingdom is a controversial topic today because 
of what has occurred in the Charismatic church.  If you ask someone from this background 
about how we are to fulfil the great commission, they would look at texts like this and say 
that we are to fulfil the Great Commission going in word, sign and deed.  They see a three 
pronged attack of word, sign and deed.  Jesus is put forward as the model because He 
preached, He healed helping people, even feeding them, and He did other signs.  This has 
become a model for many evangelists who are involved in healing crusades, is this how we 
are to go?  As neat as this formula sounds, we cannot copy what is going on here because 
we are no longer in that particular era.  Jesus is no longer on the earth, this is not Israel’s 
last chance, we have not been personally commissioned and authorized by Christ for this 
particular mission, and we are not giving attestation to the presence of the Messiah in our 
midst.  

That covers the signs but what about the deeds, shouldn’t we be like Jesus who helped 
people as He went about preaching.  Shouldn’t we be involved in helping blind people see 
with medical aid; shouldn’t we help feed the masses with relief work; shouldn’t we help 
build wells and rescue people from modern day versions of slavery?  We should do all of 
these things, but let us not confuse these things with our primary call to preach the gospel 
to all nations.  Inevitably as Christians have broken new ground with the gospel and these 
social needs have arisen missionaries and Christians have built hospital and schools, etc.  
but their primary understanding in fulfilling the great commission was not to give an equal 
ultimacy to word and deed.  Deeds followed the word, but were not seen to be of equal 
importance to it.  Why does this nuance need to be stressed?  Because today there is 
missiondrift where the modern church has confused social work with the great commission, 
they have confused the great command to love your neighbor with the great commission.  
Let’s do both, but let’s keep the definitions and priorities clear.  



Now let us examine the message of these disciples.  ‘The Kingdom of God has come near to 
you.’  The Kingdom of God is an unfolding thing, there are twists and turns in redemptive 
history which we need to be aware of in order to understand this statement and whether we
can say the same thing today.  The kingdom of God is the eschatologically realized reign of 
God, it is not merely His Lordship over His creation for that never changes, instead it is the 
intended goal of all things progressively typed and realized in human history.  It is the plan 
of God developing towards the New Creation.  Each part of history has a part to play in 
relation to God’s final plan.  Gen. 1-3 we can call the protological kingdom because we see a
sinless creation ruled by sinless humanity under the reign of God.  It is a glimpse of what 
the final picture will look like.  The period between the fall and Abraham we can call the 
rebellious kingdom, because man after the fall is left to himself, and we see the low points 
of the flood and the Tower of Babel as supreme manifestations of man’s attempts to rule 
himself, and cast off the reign of God.  Then from Abraham to David we have the typological
kingdom, where through types and shadows, through various Savior figures we have pre-
figured for us the One who will come to save us.  Then we come to the gospels where the 
King is upon the earth, we call this the proleptic kingdom because we are not merely getting
a type but a taste of the reality especially demonstrated in the miracles of Christ and His 
authorized messengers.  But instead of all of those OT promises about a kingdom on earth 
being realized Christ instead ascends to heaven to take His throne.  This we call the 
inaugurated kingdom.  He is King, He has the name above all names, we are able to ransack
the strongman’s house because he is bound.  This is a day of patience and salvation as the 
word goes to all nations.  But one day Jesus will come again and this we call the 
consummated kingdom as He comes to crush all His enemies, judge them and make all 
things new fully realizing the plan of God’s kingdom.  Where you are on this timeline will 
determine how you preach the kingdom. 

John preached repent and be baptized because the kingdom is near; Jesus and the disciples
here preached repent and be baptized because the kingdom is hear; we as the church 
preach repent and be baptized because the kingdom is already but not yet.  Some people 
think that the kingdom is only future awaiting some millennial reign, this is not the case.  
Romans 14:17 clearly indicates that Christians are experiencing the kingdom, ‘For the 
kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.’  The Spirit who gave glimpses of the Kingdom in the OT is in the One 
in whom we experience kingdom realities now.  We are seated with Christ in heavenly 
places; we have experienced new creation resurrection power; we taste the powers of the 
age to come in the Spirit.  When we call upon people to accept Jesus as Lord, this is not 
some bland idea of Lordship but as the One who is seated on the throne at God’s right hand
who has been given the rule over all.  Creation is called upon to acknowledge and submit to 
their King.  This is the message we preach and the message the apostles preached.  Paul 
preaches the way he does because of what time it is, Acts 17:30-31, ‘The times of ignorance
God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has 
fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’  Christ 
has been resurrected and appointed to the position of judge and King, all must repent.  
Again in Phil 2 after discussing how Christ is our model for humility because He humbled 
Himself in the incarnation and the humiliation, God has inaugurated Christ as King, v9-11, 
‘Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.’  Why must every knee bow, because the kingdom hewn without hands has 
come, Christ is King.  The surprise is that He has not immediately judged His enemies, if He 
asserted His full reign He would and that is why we speak of the already but not yet.  



Judgement

Here is the third thing that Jesus gives His disciples to say, v10-12, ‘But whenever you enter
a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your 
town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the 
kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom
than for that town.’  As with the sending out of the 12 Jesus prepares the disciples for 
rejection and how to respond to it 9:5.  They are to proclaim against it, they are not to call 
down fire from heaven as the disciples hoped to do against the Samaritans in 9:54.  The act
of wiping the dust off of ones feet was what a Jew would do after going through pagan 
territory.  The message is clear, if you reject the Messiah you are no better than a pagan, 
your Jewishness will not save you, you must accept Christ.  

Now this raises the question for us, if we go and do some evangelism in Temuka and the 
people in Temuka are hard and don’t want to hear, is this a model for how we are to 
respond to rejection?  Why not?  We recognize that there is something specific that God is 
doing here with Israel.  He has sent prophet after prophet and now He is sending His Son, 
there is no one better to send.  They have had John the Baptist, the various miracles, Christ 
Himself and now His miracle empowered messengers.  If they reject this offer, it is their last
offer, the rejection of Christ will result in Israel coming under God’s judgement, a judgement
which resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 70 AD.  

V12, ‘I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.’  Sodom 
we know is a symbol of the lowest of the low.  For those who have as much light as Israel 
to reject their Messiah, Israel will be worse than Sodom.  And as a result will suffer a worse 
judgement.  Please notice the emphatic way Christ stresses this with the words, ‘I tell you.’  
Two things must be pointed out here.  Firstly, homosexuality is a perverse sin, it not only 
violates the law of God but the laws He instilled in nature, Gen. 18:20 describes Sodom’s sin
as ‘very grave’, but it is not the most high-handed sin.  The most high-handed sin is the 
unforgivable sin, to sin against full knowledge and this is what Israel is doing when they 
reject Christ and His disciples.  Imagine Jesus was in this room right now, and He performed
miracles and John the Baptist preceded Him, and He invited you to follow Him and you said,
No!  The more light you sin against the more sinful your sin.  The greatest sinners in hell will
be religious people because they had more light.  This means that living in an age where we
have had 2000 years of the truth, of having a bible in our language for 400 years, of having 
churches in every town, of having the benefit of Christianity shaping our civilization with its 
laws.  These things add up to make New Zealand and the West very accountable.  Granted 
we are not in the exact same position as the first century Jews but we are without excuse.  
Have you grown up in a Christian home where you have been taught the truth about Christ, 
if so your rejection of Christ is more serious than a Muslim doing so.  

The second thing that is emphasized by verse 12 is that there are levels of punishment, 
degrees of guilt therefore degrees of torment.  Jesus says more about this when He 
pronounces woes upon those towns that have already chosen not to believe in Him, v13-16,
‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 
15 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.
16 “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one 
who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”  These are the second woe oracles spoken by 
Christ in Luke’s gospel so far.  Woes are prophetic pronouncements usually preserved for 



the enemies of God’s people.  The surprise comes when God begins to pronounce those 
woes against His own people. 

There are three comparisons here.  Firstly, there is any town who is like Sodom if they do 
not believe.  Secondly, there is Chorazin, this is a small village near Capernaum where Jesus
had His base for the Galilean part of His ministry, an area where intensive teaching and 
miracles were done.  thirdly, we have Bethsaida, this is where the disciples Andrew, Peter 
and Philip come from, this too is a small village near Capernaum.  These are compared to 
Tyre and Sidon.  Jesus says that if the signs done in them had been done in these pagan 
towns they would have repented.  These were Phoenician sea-coast towns who were 
notorious for their evil, they were prophesied against in both Is. 23 and Ezekiel 28.  They 
would have put on sackcloth and ashes in repentance but not these towns who had so 
much.

The fourth place mentioned is Capernaum, v15, ‘And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to
heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.’  Many things had been done in Capernaum, 
Luke 4:23, 31-41, 7:1-10.  They thought they were ok and going to heaven, but because of 
their rejection of Christ they will be brought down to Hades.  Hades can simply mean the 
common place of the dead, but here in contrast to heaven it is clearly referring to Hell. 

Judgement is something we avoid, Hell is something we don’t like talking about.  We live in 
a day where God’s love is in vogue, but His holiness is embarrassing.  God sending His Son 
to save us is popular but the thought of sin having to be judged by God killing His own Son 
is seen as cosmic child abuse.  The idea of heaven is welcome and assumed but the 
teaching of an eternal conscious torment is possibly the most disgusting and revolting 
notion.  Well known emergent church leader Brian Mclaren is someone who is against such 
teaching.  He is someone who sees the notion of Christ’s substitutionary atonement as 
cosmic child abuse and someone who embraces the idea of annihilation.  Annihilationism is 
a belief that has been held by the cults like the Seventh Day Adventists, JWs, liberal 
theologians and some recent evangelicals like John Stott.  It is the belief that God punishes 
sin by annihilating the sinner from existence not by an eternal punishment in the lake of fire.
Mclaren makes the following emotionally charged statement:
‘If a human father decided to throw his child in a fireplace for just ten seconds as 
punishment for disobedience, we wouldn’t fault the father simply for being unsentimental: 
we would say such behaviour was unholy, an act of torture in violation of our most 
fundamental sense of justice.  Any definition of justice and holiness that involves being 
unsatisfied unless the imperfect are suffering eternal agony seems to many of us as 
unworthy of a human being and if so, how much more unworthy of God whose justice must 
be better than our own.’
(from www.albertmohler.org A theological conversation worth having: a response to Brian 
Mclaren.)
The wrong assumptions in Mclaren’s arguments are manifold.  He assumes that sinning 
against God is as serious as sinning against human beings.  He assumes that every person 
who will be punished is a child/son of the Father.  He assumes that our human sense of 
justice can judge the divine justice.  He is forgetting that God would order the wiping out of 
the people of the land of Canaan for their idolatry not as racial cleansing, but this would not 
go down by human standards.  He is also assuming that the purpose of hell is for God to 
enjoy the suffering of those being punished.  In all of the above he is incorrect, however, he
is not the only one who is thinking in this fashion.  He is not the only one who is discontent 
with the Bible’s expressions about God’s final reckoning with sin.  The terrors of hell are 
unimaginable, and that really is the point.  Hell is something to be feared.  It is not a 
marketing ploy using fearmongering to manipulate the masses, it is a genuine danger of 
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which all must beware.  Its punishments are so severe that the human mind cannot think 
upon them without cringing or becoming so hardened that we no longer care.  But for all 
this it is still the teaching of God’s word and for this reason we need to wrestle with it and 
believe what the bible teaches.  

It is not a comfortable thing to preach, but it was what Jesus told His disciples to declare, 
and so should we.  

So when we go to preach what should we preach, peace in Christ, the kingdom that is 
already but not yet, and the judgement for those who refuse to accept Christ.      
  


