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Scroll to Scroll - #51: Nitzavim (you stand) 

 

 

PART 1: INTRODUCTION AND READING THE TORAH PARSHA 

 

Prayer for Blessing the Scriptures 

 

Barchu et-Yahweh hamvorach 

(Cong. Baruch Yahweh hamvorach lay-oh-lam va-ed) 

Baruch Yahweh hamvorach lay-oh-lam va-ed 

Baruch ata Yah-weh, Elo-hay-nu Melech Ha-Olam 

Asher bachar banu michol ha-ah-meem 

Ve-nah-tan lanu et-torah tow 

Baruch ata Yah-weh no-tayn ha-Torah (ve’breet chah-dash-ah) 

 

 

ALL READ IN UNISON IN ENGLISH: 

 

Bless Yahweh, Who is to be blessed 

Blessed is Yahweh, Who is to be blessed forever and ever 

Blessed are You, Yahweh our Elohim, King of the Universe, 

Who chose us from all the peoples and gave to us the Torah  

Blessed are you Yahweh, who gave us the Torah (and the Renewed Covenant Scriptures) 

 

Fall Feast and Special Teachings Schedule for 2022! 

(All airing dates that fall on a Weekly or High Shabbat were taped and scheduled 

before that time!) 

 

Thursday, September 22nd
→ Nitzavim Parsha (Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20) 

Sunday, September 25th
→ Yom Teruah Special 

Sunset Monday, September 26th to sunset Tuesday, September 27th
→Yom Teruah High 

Shabbat. 

 

Thursday, September 29th
→ Vayelech Parsha (Deuteronomy 31:1-30). 

Sunday, October 2nd
→ Yom Kippur Special 

Sunset Wednesday October 5th to sunset Thursday, October 6th
→Yom Kippur Fast. 

High Shabbat. 

 

Thursday, October 6th
→ Ha’azinu Parsha (Deuteronomy 32:1-52). 

Friday, October 7th
→  Sukkot Special Complete, including parsha 54, Ve-Zot Ha-

Barachah. 

Sunset Monday, October 10th to sunset Tuesday, October 11th: 1st night of Sukkot. High 

Shabbat. 

 

Sunset Friday, October 14th to sunset Saturday October 15th
→Shabbat in the midst of 

Sukkot, covered by the Sukkot Special. 
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Thursday, October 20th
→ Recycle back to Bereshit (Genesis 1:1-6:8). 

 

Parsha: Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20. This week we will read the entire portion. 

 

Atem nitsavim hayom kulechem lifney Yahweh Eloheychem 

rasheychem shivteychem zikneychem veshotreychem kol ish Yisra'el.  

 

Tapechem nesheychem vegerecha asher bekerev machaneycha 

mechotev etseycha ad sho'ev meymecha. 

 
Meaning of this week’s Torah portion and summary of contents: 

 

Nitzavim means “you stand” and it begins with more warnings for the price of 

disobedience.  This is literally the beginning of the end of Israelite wandering and 

Moshe’s own life, so it is critical that every opportunity be taken to explain Israel’s 

responsibilities to them.  This is an abnormally short portion. 

 

END PART 1 

 

PART TWO: HAFTORAH AND RENEWED COVENANT READINGS  

 

1) Haftorah: Isaiah 61:1-63:9  

 

Ruach Adonay Yahweh alai. Oti levaser anavim shelchani, lachavosh 

lenishberei lev, likro lishvuyim deror, ve-la’asu-rim pekach koach.   

 
2) Renewed Covenant: Romans 9:30-10:16 

3) Beyond the Torah: Haggai 2 

 

HAGGAI 2 

 
1 In the seventh month, in the twenty-first day of the month, came the word of YHWH by 

the prophet Haggai, saying, 2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 

Yehudah, and to Yehoshua the son of Yehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of 

the people, saying,  3 Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and 

how do you see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 

 
4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, says YHWH; and be strong, O Yehoshua, son of 

Yehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of the land, says YHWH, and 

work: for I am with you, says YHWH of hosts:  5 According to the word that I 

covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so my spirit remained among you: 

fear not.  6 For thus says YHWH of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake 

the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 
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 7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this 

house with glory, says YHWH of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says 

YHWH of hosts.  9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, says 

YHWH of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, says YHWH of hosts.  

 
10 In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the 

word of YHWH by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 Thus says YHWH of hosts; Ask now 

the priests concerning the Torah, saying, 12 If one bear Set-apart flesh in the skirt of his 

garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or cooked food, or wine, or oil, or any meat, 

shall it be Set-apart? And the priests answered and said, No. 

 
13 Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be 

unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean.  14 Then answered 

Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, says YHWH; and so 

is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean. 15 And now, I 

pray you, consider from this day and forward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone 

in the temple of YHWH:  

 
16 Since those days were, when one came to the grain heap to draw twenty measures, 

there were but ten: when one came to the vat  to draw out fifty vessels out of the press, 

there were but twenty. 

 
17 I struck you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labors of your 

hands; yet you did not turn back to me, says YHWH.  18 Consider now from this day and 

forward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth  

 

month, even from the day that the foundation of YHWH's Temple was laid, consider it. 19 

Is the seed still in the barn? Yes, and so is that of the vine, and the fig tree, and the 

pomegranate, and the olive tree, has not brought forth. But from this day on I will bless 

you.  

 

 20 And again the word of YHWH came to Haggai in the twenty-fourth day of the month, 

saying, 21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Yehudah, saying, I will shake the heavens 

and the earth;   

 
22 And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the 

kingdoms of the pagan; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and 

the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother.  

 

 23 In that day, says YHWH of hosts, will I take you, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son 

of Shealtiel, says YHWH, and will make you as a signet: for I have chosen you, says 

YHWH of hosts. (Haggai 2:1-23 personal translation) 

 

END PART 2 
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PART THREE: TORAH, HAFTORAH AND RENEWED COVENANT 

LINGUISTICS 

 

Critical sections are in bold. 

 

ATEM NITZAVIM HA YOM (29:9) = you are standing today. Another word/root is 

TZAV which means “to command; lay a charge upon,” so as the Israelites stand they also 

receive their charges. Also the fact they are “standing before YHWH” has some rabbis 

believe they were literally standing near the Ark. 

 

29:9. You are standing here today. The Midrash (Eichah Rabbah 3:1) comments on this 

verse: Even if all the curses expounded in the preceding parsha befall you, still, you are 

standing today. As a nation, you will continue to stand, and you will not be destroyed by 

these numerous punishments. The Midrash adds that this lesson is clarified by the 

translation of Onkelos: atown qiyamin din.   

 

This Midrash is puzzling: What does the translation of Onkelos show that we would not 

see from the Hebrew words of the verse itself? Me’at Tzori explains that generally the 

Hebrew nitzav refers to standing by for a purpose, in anticipation of some event. When 

that is indeed the meaning, Onkelos translates with the term aiter. Since in our verse the 

people were standing at the ready to enter a covenant with Hashem, the appropriate 

translation of nitzavim should be meatriyn (as Targum Yonatan indeed translates). 

Onkelos’ qiyamin, standing, (which can also mean existing), is the basis for the 

Midrash’s teaching that the people would withstand all the punishments they would 

experience. – Artscroll: The Zichron Meir Edition of Targum Onkelos (Devarim), p. 318.     

 

My comments: And this is less than half of what Artscroll has to say about this reading, 

because for them it is complex. However, I believe the answer is much simpler when we 

look at the Aramaic term in isolation from the Hebrew, as opposed to looking at the two 

languages in tandem. It is true though that qiyamin does mean “existing” but Artscroll 

should have explained why that is the case. The reason is that qiyamin  also means 

“resurrection” which, like the Latin, means “to stand again.” Thus it is the “standing 

again” after death that makes them exist. Hebrew does not do this with its terms to 

“stand” so the answer to an Aramaic problem is an Aramaic answer. 

  

VE GERECHA ASHER BE KEREV MACHANEYCHA (29:10) = from the 

proselyte/alien who cuts your wood to the one who draws your water. The implication is 

some of the workers or artisans were perhaps of other races, referencing the EREV RAB 

(mixed multitude) that came out of Egypt and attached to Israel (Exodus 12:38-40). 

  

ALAH (29:11) = oath but more accurately CURSE.  The acceptance of the covenant 

includes penalties for breaking it.  It may be shocking to some that when a Biblical 

speaker hears the phrase from Islam about ALLAH, this meaning could easily come to 

mind.   
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However, to be fair, AL/EL is the general Semitic designation for “god,” going from 

Akkadian on forward into Hebrew and Aramaic and Arabic. Islamic use of ALLAH is 

probably borne more directly from their Aramaic dialect’s accenting of Hebrew ELOAH, 

which would be ALAHA.  Arabic tends to drop the final AH sounds from proper nouns 

and names.   

 

As a result, Aramaic word for “light”—NOHRA—becomes NOHR in Arabic. Similarly, 

ALAHA, which the Arabians would have heard about in Aramaic by the Aramaic 

Christians who were in their country 300 years before Mohammed was even born, would 

have had its final AH dropped also. The end result is that ALAHA (Eloah) becomes 

ALLAH in Arabic. While there is no direct linkage between this Hebrew word to CURSE 

and Islam’s “ALLAH” it remains a significant fact that YHWH is not called upon even 

once in their scriptures.  

 

Another way to look at the dynamics within this word is to suggest that when one keeps 

the OATH, one avoids the CURSE for breaking it. 

 

Supplementary Note on Deuteronomy 29:11: ENTER…CONCLUDING. Scripture 

and the Targums use two ancient technical terms for establishing a covenant: oveir and 

koreit in Hebrew and alal and gazar in Aramaic. The first literally means “passing 

through” and the second “cutting.” Rashi explains that in ancient times people would 

establish a covenant by taking something, such as an animal, “cutting” it in two, and the 

people who were entering into the agreement or covenant would “pass through” the two 

parts. An example is found in Genesis 15:10, 17-18, and Jeremiah 34:18. – Onkelos on 

the Torah: Understanding the Bible Text (Deuteronomy), p. 263. 

 

ASHER EYNEYNU POH IMANU HA YOM (29:14) = who are not with us today. That 

is to say, future generations who are just as redeemed from bondage as the first 

generations after the Exodus were.  This is why in the Haggadah, the traditional rabbinic 

telling of the Passover story, there is a line that says, “And if the Set-Apart One, blessed 

be He, had not redeemed our ancestors from Egypt, we too might still be there.”  When 

Abba YHWH redeems it is for all times.  When man redeems it is always temporary. 

 

WORMWOOD (29:17) = from Bible.ort.org: Laanah in Hebrew; aklam in Arabic 

(Saadia; Ibn Janach), exenjos in Old Spanish (Radak, Sherashim). Wormwood (Artemisia 

absinthium) is an herb yielding a bitter, dark green oil. A paradigm of bitterness, and 

hence translated merely as 'bitterness' (pikra) by the Septuagint.  Linkage to Revelation 

and the star Wormwood is pretty obvious (AGR). 

 

LEVAVO FONEH HA-YOM ME’IM YAHWEH ELOHAYNU (29:17) = whose 

heart strays away this day from Yahweh your Elohim. The Torah here is very emphatic 

that the Israelite is in danger of losing the totality of their relationship with Father Yah.   

 

However, Targum Onkelos decided to insert the word FEAR in here, to say, “whose heart 

is turning away from the fear of Elohim,”  Rabbi Israel Drazin, the translator of Onkelos 
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on the Torah: Understanding the Bible Text (Deuteronomy), says the following about the 

change on p. 265:  

 

Our translator adds “fear” to remove the possible mistaken notion that the Israelites 

would sink so low that they would forsake God Himself. 

 

My comments: With all due respect to Rabbi Drazin, a man who has produced one of my 

very favorite scholarly resources of all time, that idea may not be so “mistaken” given the 

plain statements in the Torah.  Given the extreme punishments described at length last 

week from Deuteronomy 28, such a person who suffers so much only to die would most 

certainly feel forsaken by his Elohim, and that therefore he forsakes Him as well. There 

are many times in the Torah in fact where Father Yah complains He has been completely 

forsaken by His treasured people and just because He forgave them doesn’t mean they 

sinned any less than what they did by the total abandonment of the Mighty One of Israel.  

 

HITH BAREKH (29:18) = rationalize but literally “bless himself.”  This becomes a 

stunning rebuke not just for folks then but for many believers today.  Many people ask 

Abba YHWH for blessings but the Hebrew people are unique and always bless Abba 

YHWH FIRST and then ask. As this text clearly says, those who bless themselves are 

headed for trouble! 

 

LI KI BISHRIUT LIBI (29:18) = even if I do as I see fit but literally, “according to the 

vision of my heart.” Going along with the last statement, once we bless OURSELVES 

rather than Abba YHWH, we will tend to make ourselves into mini-idols and claim self-

revelation based on our hearts and not on His Word.  The Hebrew here is going strongly 

against certain Christian beliefs that justify ignoring Torah by saying “He knows my 

heart”—the “He” of course allegedly being Abba YHWH. 

 

The thing is, of course Abba YHWH knows our hearts—that’s like proclaiming water is 

wet—but the issue isn’t that; the issue is what do we DO about the fact that Abba YHWH 

knows our hearts? I ask this because, for most of us, this is a terrifying prospect.  We tend 

to say the phrase in tender comfort, almost like a lullaby “He knows our heart” when in 

reality, when we realize there is no sin of ours He doesn’t know about it should be more 

like—“OH S___! He KNOWS our heart!” 

 

The heart—in other places it’s called SOUL (nephesh) or MIND, often is naturally 

AGAINST YHWH and what’s more He KNOWS our HEART-SOUL-MIND is EVIL 

and a vision done according to our own hearts, without help from the Ruach ha Kodesh 

and without being certified in His Word, is really setting oneself up for danger, as shown 

from The Scriptures 1998 version here: 

 

And יהוה saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (Genesis 6:5 

- The Scriptures 1998) 
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And יהוה smelled a soothing fragrance, and יהוה said in His heart, “Never again 

shall I curse the ground because of man, although the inclination of man’s heart 

is evil from his youth, and never again smite all living creatures, as I have done. 

(Genesis 8:21- The Scriptures 1998) 

 

LO YOVEH YAHWEH SELOACH (29:19) = Yahweh will never forgive him. Instead, 

later in that same line we are told Father Yah’s qinah, His jealousy or zeal, will cause 

Him to be wrathful and place a curse to wipe such a person out!  Why such severity? 

Because what this person has in effect done is proclaimed himself as a “god” against 

Father Yah. Whether such a person intends to do this misses the point; instead what 

matters is such a person has said that he knows better than Abba YHWH and he can 

make better laws than Abba YHWH. Idolatry of self is even worse than idolatry directed 

against vain objects! 

 

29:22. SULFUR AND SALT. The words “sulfur and salt” are powerful metaphors, for 

they remind readers of Sodom and Gomorrah. Sforno states that the Israelites will 

understand that the devastation will not be natural, but the hand of God, which destroyed 

Sodom and Gomorrah using sulfur (Genesis 19:24) and turned Lot’s wife into a pillar of 

salt (Genesis 19:26). Chazkunee adds that nothing withstands fire better than salt and 

nothing is more easily devoured in fire than sulfur. If the Jewish people fulfill the Torah, 

they will withstand trouble as salt does; but now that they neglected Torah, the “fire” that 

emanates from Torah (see 33:3) will consume them like sulfur. – Onkelos on the Torah: 

Understanding the Bible Text (Deuteronomy), p. 267. 

 

VAYELCHU VAYA-AVDU ELOHIM ACHERIM (29:25) = they followed after and 

served other gods. Targum Onkelos in this case wants to clarify the Torah language here 

by saying instead, they went and served the idols of other nations, because that way it is 

clear the gods who are represented by the idols are non-existent.  Even though this is 

what the Hebrew Torah means, the literal wording of it does leave it open to what 

scholars call monolatry, which is the belief in many gods but the worship of only the one 

deity in charge.  It would be like a Greek pagan saying they only worshipped Zeus but 

still believed in the rest of the Olympian deities.  

 

However, such is clearly the concern only of a later time, as ancient Israelites understood 

the idol equated to the deity, or as Paul would teach, each idol is a demon, so to bow 

down to one was literally to bow down to the other. Such is also confirmed when reading 

pagan sources that talked about “connecting” to the actual deity through the contact with 

the idol.  I certainly don’t fault Onkelos himself for going the extra mile here, especially 

since it is clear the man expects his work to be read alongside the Torah original and a 

careful comparison of both would reveal the true intentions.  This is why the rabbis often 

said, “Let the Mikra (Torah) be read twice and the Targum once,” referring directly to 

Onkelos. See: Onkelos on the Torah: Understanding the Bible Text (Deuteronomy), says 

the following about the change on p. 267:  

 

29:25. IDOLS OF THE NATIONS. Onkelos avoids the implication intrinsic in the 

Bible’s “other gods” that there are other deities. 
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30:1. YOU TAKE THEM TO HEART. The Bible sees the heart as the organ of 

thought, what we currently call the “mind.” The divine duty is not an emotional 

attachment to God’s laws, but a full understanding of them. Sforno elaborates when you 

learn to distinguish “truth” from “lies”, you will recognize how far you have strayed from 

God in your ideology and way of life that is so contrary to Torah. - Onkelos on the 

Torah: Understanding the Bible Text (Deuteronomy), p. 271. 

 

ET SHAVUCHA VERICHAMECHA (30:3) = bring back your remnants, can also read 

“bring back your captives”.  In a sense, those who are in exile are in captivity.  

 

IM YIHIYEH NIDACHACHA BIKTSEH HASHAMAYIM MISHAM YEKABETSA 

YAHWEH ELOHEYCHA UMISHAM YIKACHECHA (30:4) = even if your exile 

extends to the furthest reach of the heavens, Yahweh your Elohim will gather you up 

from there and He will take you back. As Yeshayahu explains in his 50th chapter, Abba 

YHWH asks, “WHERE is your certificate of divorce that I abandoned you with?” and 

this is a QUESTION, not a statement.  Because Abba YHWH did exile Israel (to use the 

metaphor of a bad marriage, He put the wife out of the house for adultery with other 

gods) but He never gave her a WRIT of divorce to end the marriage.  As a result, Abba 

YHWH, as the One who was “cheated on” had the discretion to decide to keep the 

marriage going, so that when He had forgiven Israel, He could bring her back instantly 

back into the house. 

 

MUL (30:6) = remove (from your hearts), but more accurately, Abba YHWH will 

CIRCUMCISE your hearts. The image of circumcision, where excess flesh is removed 

under His command, is a powerful one and suggests that we build up “barriers of flesh” 

in our inner spirits that need to be broken down.  In more deliverance style circles we 

might refer to these as “strongholds” that need to be destroyed so that we can have the 

Ruach ha Kodesh live fully inside of us. In this verse, such strongholds are literally said 

to be blocking love from Abba YHWH to us and from us to Him, in the form of 

obedience. 

 

Note on Deuteronomy 30:8: The text here literally reads in Hebrew, “you will return (or 

repent) and obey Yahweh, keeping all of His Commandments, as I charge you with 

today.” To “repent”—a very useful thing to look at this time of year—means to “turn 

around” or “return,” because the assumption is we were righteous before, in the form of 

Adam and Eve in the Garden. When a Jew therefore talks about “heaven,” he really 

means SHUV, a RETURN to the Garden of Eden before sin entered the world. The 

returning back to the right road puts us on the narrow path to life. 

 

VEHOTIRCHA (30:9) = and you will prosper, but also can mean “will let you live”. 

 

LO BASHMAYIM HI (30:12) = It is not in heaven!  This is a battle cry the rabbis give in 

support of the Oral Law.  More details in the Torah Thought for the Week.  
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VENIDACHTA (30:17) = drawn away is the usual rendering, but this implies a kind of 

passive seduction of going to false gods. Instead, the other meanings suggest English 

terms like “force, push out, expel”. 

 

HA-IDOTI VAHEM HA-YOM ET-HA-SHAMAYIM VE’ET HA-ERETZ (30:19) = I 

call before you this day the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you. Since Abba 

YHWH will say in the next few words this is a matter of life and death, 2 witnesses are 

required to put anyone to death, even if Abba YHWH is one of the Witnesses bringing 

the charge. The heavens and the earth—at least in some metaphoric sense—must agree 

with Abba YHWH on this matter in much the same way the 2 angels sent to Sodom had 

to “sign off” before destruction came there.  The fact is, in some rare cases, a 3rd witness 

can contradict the other  2 witnesses and force an additional witness to be found to decide 

the matter. But in almost all cases, 2 witnesses is just fine in capital cases.  

 

Onkelos Highlights – Chapter 30 

 

Worshipping idols is so abhorrent in Judaism that Maimonides states in his “Guide to the 

Perplexed” 3:37: “It is the object and center of the whole law to abolish idolatry and 

utterly uproot it.”  In verse 17 Onkelos, the rabbinically authorized translation, renders 

“other gods” as “idols of the nations.” The Aramaic term for “idols” is ta’avat, a 

derogatory term that literally means “mistakes.” Additionally, “other” is converted to “of 

the nations” to emphasize that the Israelites should have no dealings with idols 

worshipped by other people. -  Onkelos on the Torah: Understanding the Bible Text 

(Deuteronomy), p. 274. 

 

My comments: While I appreciate the apparently praiseworthy tone regarding Onkelos 

using an Aramaic term for “idols” that means “mistakes,” I think the rabbis would have 

been much better off consulting the Peshitta Tanakh which pulls no punches whatsoever. 

The Peshitta Tanakh uses petkra (פתכרא) for idols and there is no doubt that is exactly 

what it means. In other words, there is no political correctness or “pulling punches” with 

the Peshitta Tanakh. It’s an “idol” pure and simple. Here are some examples of this 

important word in action in both the Peshitta Tanakh and Renewed Covenant writings: 

 

[Asa] also put away the male cult prostitutes from the land and removed all the 

idols (פתכרא) which his fathers had made. (1 Kings 15:12 NAU) 

 

Their idols (פתכרא) are silver and gold, the work of man's hands. They have 

mouths, but they cannot speak; they have eyes, but they cannot see; (Psalm 115:4-

5 NAU) 

 

"Then the spirit of the Egyptians will be demoralized within them; and I will 

confound their strategy, So that they will resort to idols (פתכרא) and ghosts of 

the dead and to mediums and spiritists. (Isaiah 19:3 NAU) 
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For you know this: That every man who is a sexual sinner, or impure, or greedy, 

or a worshipper of idols (פתכרא) has no inheritance in the Kingdom of the 

Mashiyach and of Elohim. (Ephesians 5:5 The Apostolic Writings) 

 

And the remnant of men who were not slain by these plagues repented not of the 

works of their hands and worshipped demons, and idols (פתכרא) of gold, and of 

silver, and brass, and stone, and wood, which cannot see nor hear. (Revelation 

9:20 – The Apostolic Writings) 

 

Therefore this Aramaic tradition does not rest on calling idols and idolatry a “mistake.” 

Rather, the Peshitta traditions for both Tanakh and Renewed Covenant have even a 

greater and much more granular and precise definition of idolatry than either the Torah or 

even Onkelos does! Perhaps then one day the Orthodox might rethink their decision 

about calling Peshitta Tanakh Christian, when the world’s scholars overwhelmingly 

acknowledge its Jewish origin, for reasons that are a lot like this one. 

 

Haftorah Reading: Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 61:1-63:9: 

 

TZIMCHA (61:11) = branch or sprouts.  The same word used prophetically in Jeremiah 

23:5-6 regarding Yeshua. Noting also this is a sound-alike for SIMCHA (joy). 

 

TIPHERET (62:3) = beauty, but particularly, the kind of beauty that brings harmony.  In 

mystical thought ְפֶאֶרת    is an attribute of Abba YHWH that unifies masculine and  תִּ

feminine aspects in a harmonious heart. 

 

TZANIPH (62:3) = turban or diadem.  Compare with the imagery of high priest 

Yehoshua ben Yehozadak in Zechariah 6:12. 

 

62:4. And your land [will be called] “inhabited.”  The term baal literally means 

husband. Inhabited land is like a woman with a husband; a desolate land is like a widow 

(Radak).-Artscroll: The Milstein Edition of the Later Prophets (Isaiah), p. 465. 

 

62:5. As a young man takes a maiden in marriage, so will your children settle in you. Just 

as a young couple settles down together, so too will your children be settled in your land 

(Targum Jonathan Ben Uzziel on the Prophets). The ideal marriage is of a young man and 

a maiden. So too, when the land was inhabited by foreign nations, the land was not 

considered as being settled, in the ideal sense; the nations were not appropriate settlers. 

Only the children of Israel are an appropriate match for the Holy Land (Radak). 

 

The reunion of Jerusalem with its children will not be like that of a divorced couple 

remarrying, whose joy may be marred by emotional scars. Rather, it will have the 

freshness and joy of a new marriage (Malbim). 

 

And like a bridegroom rejoicing over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you. The 

intense joy experienced by the bridegroom during the seven days of celebration will be 
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continuously experienced in the Messianic Era (Radak). - Artscroll: The Milstein Edition 

of the Later Prophets (Isaiah), p. 465.   

 

NISHBA YAHWEH BIMINO UVIZROA UZO (62:8) = Yahweh has sworn by His 

right (hand) and His strong arm.  YAMIN means “right.”  When Benjamin was named as 

BIN-YAMIN the literal meaning was “son of my right hand”. However it has always 

been understood as also meaning “son of my strength” since the right hand is usually the 

strong hand for people (I am left handed).  Rachel originally wanted to name her son 

“Ben Oni” or son of my pain.  Jacob though did not want the child to go through life 

feeling guilty of causing his mother pain and death in childbirth. So Jacob reasoned 

Rachel poured the last of her strength into giving him life. In any case the proximity of 

these two terms of “right” and “strength” shows in part why the two concepts became 

associated with one another. 

 

IMRU LEVAT-TSIYON HINEY YISH’ECH BA HINEH SCHARO ITO 

IFE’ULATO LEFANA (62:11) = Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold your salvation 

comes and behold his reward is with him and his recompense is before him.   These 

words are quoted fairly closely by Yeshua at the end Revelation and apply to him! In 

Aramaic Revelation 22:13 Yeshua’s declaration reads: HA ATEH ANA MEKHDA 

(behold, come I suddenly). W’AGRI AMI (and my reward [is] with me). W’ETEL 

L’KOLNASH (to recompense all men/everyone) AYKH AVADEH (according to their 

deeds) 

 

BE’API (63:3) = by my anger but literally “nostril” as a kind of nasty snort. 

 

BE’CHAMATI (63:3) = wrath, but literally “my heat”. 

 

NITZCHAM (63:3) = juice of grapes, used euphemistically as an image of bloodshed.  

However, the same exact root can mean eternity, perpetuity. 

 

USHNAT GE’ULI BA’AH (63:4) = year of my redemption has come.   The sense of 

redemption, whether with Boaz to Ruth or Abba YHWH buying Israel for a dear price, is 

always reflected in the word GA’AL, as it is here. This sense of transferring ownership 

back most squarely though applies to the Jubilee so I believe this “year of redemption” is 

a synonym for a Jubilee or Yovel year.  But notice that it is MY YEAR, implying that 

Abba YHWH’s schedule for redemption is different than what man supposed it to be.  

The point seems even stronger when we read the next two lines in that context.  

Remember Abba YHWH is speaking here, not Isaiah! See GAAL also in 63:9. Also read 

the next line AFTER the portion ends, “and they grieved Him in His Ruach ha Kodesh”!  

What a line to leave out (63:10)! 

 

Renewed Covenant: Romans 9:30-10:16 

 

9:31. But Israel who ran after the Torah of righteousness, has not found the Torah of 

righteousness.  By Paul talking about the “Torah of righteousness” he affirms its kosher, 

eternal and authoritative status. Israel ran after the Torah of righteousness but did not find 
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it because they let their own man-made traditions get in the way of obeying the Written 

Word, a point which Yeshua mentions often, that they nullified the Word that they might 

establish their tradition (Matthew 15:3, Mark 7:9). But for both Israel and the nations, the 

answer is to keep the Torah. Because Israel did not, this created the very conditions 

required to bring a Renewed Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

 

9:32. Because they went after it, not by faith, but by the works of Torah. Paul’s point here 

is that true Torah observance is based on faith that the person knows these instructions 

come from Elohim and are given by Him for our good. If we simply do a ritual in Torah 

for the sake of performing it only, it will not count. As such, Israel ran after the outward 

procedures of Torah but did not do so with faith, that is, with the inner heart of 

repentance and obedience. As a result, just like Cain’s sacrifice in Genesis 4, externals 

alone were not enough to justify the effort. Romans 10:3 is a perfect description of the 

entire problem. 

 

10:4. For Mashiyach is the goal of Torah for righteousness to everyone who believes in 

him. The Aramaic word sekah can mean either “goal” or “end.” It has been badly 

translated into Greek as “end,” as in “end of the law,” when context demands that 

Mashiyach is the goal of the Torah. The Torah was working its way to get to the 

Mashiyach so he could explain its true meaning and application. This is very similar to 

what Paul teaches in Galatians 3 and 4, and which also gets taken out of context, that 

Torah instructs us to recognize the Mashiyach without losing its authority in the process. 

 

10:5. Whoever will do these things will live by them. Meaning, obedience to the Torah 

brings blessings from Master YHWH and even prestige from the nations: See, I have 

taught you statutes and judgments, just as YHWH my Elohim commanded me, that you 

should do thus in the land you are entering to possess. So observe and do them, for that is 

your wisdom in the sight of the peoples who will hear all those statutes and say: Surely 

this nation is a wise and discerning people (Deuteronomy 4:5-6). 

 

10:6-7. A wonderful midrash on Deuteronomy 30:11-14, but in a critical difference Rav 

Shaul substitutes the original’s “Torah” with Yeshua. In both cases the point is the ending 

goal is to observe Torah, not abrogate it. 

 

10:13. Not the vague “name of the Lord” where the identity of the “Lord “is ambiguous. 

Master YHWH is clearly the name of YHWH, not the Son, Yeshua. 

 

Torah Question of the Week: 

What ancient Jewish prayer is suggested by the opening words of this Torah portion?  

 

END PART 3 

 

PART FOUR: Q&A AND SUMMARY 

 

Torah Question of the Week: 

What ancient Jewish prayer is suggested by the opening words of this Torah portion?  
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The title is YOU STAND, and Nitzavim suggested a STANDING PRAYER as the 

Israelites are literally before the presence of Abba YHWH.   

 

Today we call the standing prayer, which is said on Yom Kippur and other key times of 

the year AMIDAH (to stand). 

 

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S STUDY QUESTIONS (Ki Tavo): 

 

1) What is the difference between the phrase “land of Canaan” and “land flowing with 

milk and honey”? 

 

The difference is that Canaan encompasses 7 nations but “milk and honey” only 

flows through 6 of them: Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Hivites, Perizities, and 

Jebusites.  The Girgashites are excluded in the “milk and honey” description which 

may mean milk and honey did NOT flow through Girgashite territory.  Other 

authorities believe that the Girgashites got absorbed by one of the other six nations, 

but if so, there is no evidence of this in the Torah text.  

 

2) Where did we encounter the family line of Islam’s founder this week? 

 

“Lift up your eyes all around and see all of them have gathered, they have come to 

you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are supported on the side.  Then 

you shall see and be bright, and your heart shall throb and swell, for the wealth of the 

sea is turned to you, the riches of the gentiles come to you.  A stream of camels cover 

your land, the dromedaries of Miḏyan and Ěphah; all those from Sheḇa come, bearing 

gold and incense, and proclaiming the praises of יהוה. All the flocks of Qĕḏar are 

gathered to you, the rams of Neḇayoth serve you; they come up for acceptance on My 

altar, and I embellish My esteemed House.” (Yeshayahu 60:4-7 - The Scriptures 

1998) 
 

According to Muslim belief, Mohammed came from the tribe of Kedar. 

 

3) If you know the answer to #2, how does Abba YHWH feel about this lineage? 

 

Kedar is a cursed tribe and it is also doomed: 

 

For thus יהוה has said to me, “Within a year, according to the year of a hired man, all 

the esteem of Qĕḏar shall come to an end,  and the rest of the number of archers, the 

mighty men of the people of Qĕḏar, shall be few. For יהוה Elohim of Yisra’ĕl has 

spoken.” (Yeshayahu 21:16-17 - The Scriptures 1998) 

 

To Qĕḏar and to the reigns of Ḥatsor, which Neḇuḵaḏretstsar sovereign of Baḇel 

smote: Thus said יהוה, “Arise, go up to Qĕḏar, and ravage the men of the East! “Their 

tents and their flocks, their curtains and all their vessels shall be taken. And they shall 

take away their camels for themselves. And they shall cry out to them, ‘Fear is on 

every side!’ (Yirmeyahu 49:28-29 - The Scriptures 1998) 
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4) Wild card question (not necessarily from this portion):  One of Moshe’s direct 

descendants may have gone into paganism but this was partially covered up by the 

Masoretic scribes who compiled the traditional text. Where is this clue and how do 

we understand this cover up’s reasoning? 

 

The answer is here in Judges 18: 

 

And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was 

born to Yisra’ĕl. But previously the name of the city was Layish.  And the children of 

Dan set up for themselves the carved image. And Yehonathan son of Gĕreshom, son 

of Menashsheh, and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day the land 

was taken into exile. And they set up for themselves the carved image of Miḵah, 

which he had made, all the days that the house of Elohim was in Shiloh. (Judges 

18:29-31 - The Scriptures 1998) 

 

JPS says: Here Manasseh has a suspended nun (  ַנ) indicating an earlier reading 

“Moses”; c.f. Exodus 2:22. 

 

And Stone Tanakh also explains this well: The letter N of Manasseh is suspended 

above the line.  This implies that the remaining letters are to be read as an 

independent word…Moses.  The Talmud therefore identifies the Jonathan of our 

verse as the son of Gershom, the son of Moses (Exodus 2:21-22) but out of respect 

for Moses a letter was added to mask his name.- The Stone Edition Tanakh, p. 632 

 

5) How does the Parable of the Sower contain a clue about the giving of the Ten 

Commandments and the events that followed? 

And that which was sown into a thorny place is he that hears the word and the 

cares of this world and the deception of riches choke the word, and it becomes 

without fruit. (Matthew 13:22 – The Apostolic Writings) 

This reference to a THORNY place is a reference to Mount Sinai, for Sinai means 

“thorny” in Hebrew.  The word, or the SEED fell at Sinai and the cares of the world 

choked the Israelites, causing that generation to die. 

 

STUDY QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED NEXT WEEK 

 

1) In this short Torah portion is a little line that totally blows out of the water the false 

Christian teaching of Dispensationalism—or the idea that there was ONLY an Age of 

Law in the Tanakh and ONLY an Age of Grace in the Apostolic Writings.  Where is 

that line? 

 

2) The rabbis have started the Haftorah portion at 61:10 rather than 61:1, perhaps 

because Yeshua read from 61:1 in Luke 4.  However, while they may have avoided 

quoting from Yeshua, they ran right smack dab into quoting someone else who is 

fairly important to Yeshua as well!  Who is this person and where is the quote? 
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3) How is a detail in this Torah portion directly linked to one of the greatest miracles in 

Exodus? 

Torah Thought for the Week: 

The Wrong Battle Cry: Lo Bashmayim Hi 

 
In the Talmud, Tractate Baba Metzia says the following: 

 

R. Eliezer declared that a certain oven made out of separate coils of clay is not 

susceptible to ritual defilement, while the sages declared that it was.  

 

To prove his case, R. Eliezer brought forward every imaginable argument, but the 

Sages did not accept any of them. Finally, he said to them “If the Halakhah 

(religious law) is in accordance with me, let this carob tree prove it!” Sure 

enough, the carob tree immediately uprooted itself and moved from its place. “No 

proof can be brought from a carob tree,” the sages retorted.  

 

R. Eliezer then said to them “If the Halakhah agrees with me, let the channel of 

water prove it!” Sure enough, the channel of water flowed backward. “No proof 

can be brought from a channel of water,” they rejoined.   

 

Again he urged, “If the Halakhah agrees with me, let the walls of the house of 

study prove it!” Sure enough, the walls tilted as if to fall. But R. Joshua rebuked 

the walls, saying, “When disciples of the wise are engaged in a halakhic dispute, 

what right have you to interfere?” Hence, in deference to R. Joshua they did not 

fall and in deference to R. Eliezer they did not resume their upright position; they 

are still standing aslant to this day.  

Again, R. Eliezer then said to the Sages, “If the Halakhah agrees with me, let it be 

proved from heaven.” Sure enough, a divine voice (a Bat Kol) cried out, “Why do 

you dispute with R. Eliezer, with whom the Halakhah always agrees?”  

 

R. Joshua stood up and protested: Lo Bashmayim Hi “The Torah is not in 

heaven!” (Deut. 30:12). We pay no attention to a divine voice because long ago at 

Mount Sinai You, God, wrote in your Torah, ‘After the majority must one 

incline.’ (Ex. 23:2)” 

 

The phrase LO BASHMAYIM HI obviously comes from this Torah portion, 

Deuteronomy 30:12, and it is in my opinion the most rabbinically TWISTED statement 

of them all.  The original context, clear in both Hebrew and English is that the Torah is 

NOT hard! 

 

“For this command which I am commanding you today, it is not too hard for you, 

nor is it far off. It is not in the heavens, to say, ‘Who shall ascend into the heavens 

for us, and bring it to us, and cause us to hear it, so that we do it?’“Nor is it 

beyond the sea, to say, ‘Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it to us, and 
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cause us to hear it, so that we do it?’ “For the Word is very near you, in your 

mouth and in your heart – to do it. (Deuteronomy 30:11-14 -The Scriptures 1998) 

 

Who are the people that are hearing this instruction?  Surely not just the priests and 

leaders but ALL of Israel!  The Torah is therefore NEAR all of Israel to hear it and do it. 

Now this is not to say they don’t obey the rulings of priests and elders in certain areas.  

Rather, the Torah as a general model is NOT HARD.  The concepts and goals of it are 

easy to discern when a person of course grows up in that culture of priests and other 

leaders to build the overall infrastructure. 

 

But that’s not what the rabbis are saying. Instead, they are saying almost the opposite that 

they alone have authority to interpret Torah away not just from the people but away even 

from YHWH Himself Who clearly disagreed with them.  And they say back to YHWH, 

“We don’t listen to the divine voice!”  

 

The other “justification” is “after the majority you shall incline.”  However Exodus 23:2 

DOES NOT READ THIS WAY! 

 

You must not carry false rumors; you shall not join hands with the guilty to act as 

a malicious witness: You shall neither side with the mighty to do wrong -- you 

shall not give perverse testimony in a dispute so as to pervert it in favor of the 

mighty --nor shall you show deference to a poor man in his dispute. (Exodus 

23:1-3 - JPS 1985) 

 

1985 and 1999 JPS water things down a little bit, opting for “side with the mighty to do 

wrong” when really the word is CROWD.  Actually the 1917 JPS, KJV-style language 

style aside, has a way more accurate reading: 

 

Thou shalt not utter a false report; put not thy hand with the wicked to be an 

unrighteous witness.  Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt 

thou bear witness in a cause to turn aside after a multitude to pervert justice; neither 

shalt thou favor a poor man in his cause. (Exodus 23:1-3 - JPS 1917) 

 

So instead of “inclining after the majority” the real reading is NOT to incline after the 

majority to do an evil act.   Check most other translations, Jewish and Christian, and they 

agree. BTW that includes the Stone Tanakh—the one version you would think would 

back up the Mishnah quote here.  The reason this reading is confirmed is the Hebrew is 

so amazingly clear going word for word: 

 

LO (do not) TIHYEH (incline/follow) AKHRI (after) RABIIM (crowds/multitudes) 

LE’RAOT (to evil). 

 

Therefore, both Torah lines are being misread, and that’s putting it nicely.  The rabbis 

have turned LO BASHMAYIM HI from a cry of independence that the common person 

can broadly at least understand the Torah into a dictatorship where only the rabbis have 

the right answers…even if that means telling Abba YHWH to literally take a hike. 
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And when Abba YHWH spoke clearly and plainly through His Son Yeshua, they didn’t 

hear that voice either. I say these things for a simple reason:  To show clearly why the 

Oral Law as a WHOLE is a power grab.   

 

This is not the say the rabbis don’t do a lot of great work and get a lot of stuff right in the 

overall system because they do.  But it is the locking down of all dissent and debate that 

is wrong…so many believers came out of the church for this same behavior—they don’t 

need to substitute one system of manmade rules for another. 

 

Nor is this an isolated case in the Talmud.  The same tractate allegedly has YHWH 

rejoicing and laughing, “My children have defeated me!” I don’t think so.  Instead 

YHWH’s own son said the opposite: 

 

Come to me all who labor and bear burdens, and I will give you rest. Bear my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, that I am tranquil and I am meek, and in my 

heart you will find tranquility in your souls. For my yoke is pleasant and my 

burden is light." (Matthew 11:28-30 - The Apostolic Writings) 

 

And when the Pharisees try to do otherwise, make that power grab AWAY from Written 

Torah, Yeshua says this: 

 

Woe to you scribes and Pharisees!  Pretenders who please only men!  For you shut up 

the Kingdom of Heaven before the sons of men.  For you are not entering yourselves, 

and those who would enter you do not allow to enter.   

 

Woe to you scribes and Pharisees!  Pretenders who please only men!  For you 

consume the houses of widows, and that for a pretense you lengthen your prayers.   

 

Because of this you will receive a greater judgment. Woe to you scribes and 

Pharisees!  Pretenders who please only men!  For you traverse sea and land that you 

might make one proselyte, and when he has become one, you make him double the 

son of Gehenna that you are yourselves. (Matthew 23:13-15 - The Apostolic 

Writings) 

 

Strong words, no doubt.  But that didn’t mean all Pharisees were wrong or bad…only that 

they should have stuck to rulings on the WRITTEN TORAH, which when they properly 

understand, Yeshua says in Mark 12, “You are NOT FAR from the Kingdom of 

YHWH.” That is because that Pharisees did the Written Torah which brought him near---

there’s no other way to view it. 

 

But I think the best lesson on this Yeshua left for Rav Shaul to finish up, as he explains 

that since Yeshua is the Torah made flesh we should read Deuteronomy 30 just a little bit 

differently than the rabbis of the Mishnah: 
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For Mashiyach is the goal of Torah for righteousness to everyone that believes in 

him. For Moshe describes the righteousness, which is by Torah, this way: 

Whoever will do these things will live by them.  

 

But the righteousness, which is by faith, says thus:  "You will not say in your 

heart, 'Who ascends to heaven and brings Mashiyach down ?' Or 'Who descends 

to the abyss of Sheol and brings up Mashiyach from the house of the dead?'" 

 

But what says it? "The thing is near to your mouth and to your heart": that is, the 

Word of Faith which we declare. And if you will confess with your mouth our 

Master Yeshua and will believe with your heart that Elohim has raised him from 

the dead, you will live. 

 

For the heart that believes in him is made righteous; and the mouth that confess 

him is restored to life. For the Scripture says: "Everyone that believes in him will 

not be ashamed."   

 

And in this, it discriminates neither Jews nor Gentiles. For there is one, Master 

YHWH, over them all, who is abundantly generous towards every one that calls 

on him. For everyone that will call on the name of Master YHWH, will have life. 

(Romans 10:4-13 – The Apostolic Writings) 

 

I quoted part of this Scripture a few weeks back but in a different context.  Nevertheless, 

the point stands.  Yeshua is the GOAL of Torah and he HAS come down from heaven 

and he HAS risen up from the dead, so that we don’t have to think about how WE can do 

these things.  And he came back to bring that Torah NEAR to us once more!   

 

That is the real lesson behind LO BASHMAYIM HI.  It is not that the Father made the 

Torah so hard as to put it far away from us but that He sent His Son Yeshua to show us 

how to properly UNDERSTAND IT, as Yeshua told his disciples: 

 

And he said to them, "These are the words that I spoke with you while I was with 

you, that it was necessary that all things that were written in the Torah of Moshe 

and in the prophets and in the Psalms concerning me be fulfilled." Then he 

opened their mind to understand the Scriptures. And he said to them that, "Thus it 

is written and thus it was right that the Mashiyach suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day.” (Luke 24:44-46 – The Apostolic Writings) 

 

So it was written.  So it shall be done! 

 

I’m Andrew Gabriel Roth and that’s your Torah Thought for the Week!  Next week is our 

2022 Yom Teruah Special! Then a few days later we  will be exploring Vayelech, or 

Deuteronomy 31:1-30. Our Haftorah and Renewed Covenant readings will be altered 

because it is Shabbat Shuvah, the Shabbat of Returning: Hosea 14:1-10, Micah 7:18-20 

and Joel 2:15-17 and our Renewed Covenant reading for Vayelech will be Matthew 

28:16-20 with the Shabbat Shuvah reading being Hebrews 4:1-8. Stay tuned. 


