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The Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time brings us the familiar and powerful parable from Matthew's Gospel 
about the servants who are each given sums of money to invest. We are all called upon to use the gifts we have 
received as gifts, and to return them, fully developed and utilized.

Wednesday is the Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, religious.

During these last two weeks of Ordinary Time, the first reading is from the Book of Revelation, with its mystic 
imagery. Written for readers who were familiar with apocalyptic writings, the writings sends a hidden 
message of salvation to the earliest communities of Christians, and to us.

Luke's Gospel offers the story of the blind man who hails him, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” An 

unpopular tax collector, Zacchaeus, climbs a tree to get a glimpse of Jesus and is given personal recognition 
as Jesus says, "Zacchaeus, today I must stay at your house.” Luke's version of the parable of the talents offers 
praise for the servant who has invested the ten coins and earned another ten. "Well done, good servant! You 
have been faithful in this very small matter; take charge of ten cities." He weeps over Jerusalem: “If this day 
you only knew what makes for peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes." Jesus drives out the sellers from 
the temple while the chief priests plot against him. Religious leaders try to trap him with a trick question about 
a woman who marries seven brothers but Jesus refutes them.

Next Sunday is the Thirty-Fourth or Last Sunday in Ordinary Time and The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ the King. Jesus tells the marvelous parable about how we will all be judged - as a shepherd separates 
sheep from goats, based upon our care for the poor: "Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of the least 
brothers of mine, you did for me."

Daily Prayer This Week

Making changes in our lives and the fear of making those changes are both themes in this week's gospels. 
Zacchaeus boldly reforms his life after he allows Jesus into it. The servant who is given a gold coin hides it in 
a handkerchief because he is afraid of his master. He has a chance to be given responsibilities, but his fear 
keeps him from doing anything.

We are often afraid when we consider making a change in our lives. We can see habits that are not healthy, a 
benign neglect of those we love and patterns that are deeply set in our lives. We may know deep down that we 
want to change them but we don't have the confidence to believe we can do it. This week we are invited by 
Jesus to know that while we can't make those changes alone, we can, if we allow Jesus to be with us in them.

Where do we start? With a small prayer. In those tiny pockets of time during our week, when we travel, ride 
to work, do dishes, or even in the shower, we can make these reflective moments to ask for help. Just as Jesus 
asked the blind man, "What do you want me to do for you?" he is asking us the same question.

What do we want Jesus to do for us? Where do we want to make changes in the patterns of our lives? What 
changes are we afraid to make?

Dear Jesus, I ask for your help. Heal my fears. You have asked how you can help me and I am afraid to answer. 
I know what changes need to be made in my life but it seems overwhelming. Help me to open my heart to what 
you are asking - and to what I know I need. Be with me when I don't always know how to live in these new 
patterns and give me the humility to keep asking you for help, over and over. Let me feel your presence in my 
life and that will give me the strength and courage I need to live my life more faithfully.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Preparing for Advent
Setting the Stage For Our Advent Journey,
Even Before It Begins.

Getting in Touch with Myself 
One of the best ways to prepare for the very special season of Advent is to "get in touch with ourselves."  It 
may sound odd, but one symptom of our contemporary lives is that we can often be quite "out of touch" with 
what is going on in our very own hearts.  We are about to begin our Advent, right at the time our Western 
culture begins Christmas preparations.  It is a busy time, and our heads are filled with details to remember.  
And, it is a time of emotional complexity that is part of this holiday season - with all of the expectations and 
challenges of family and relationships:  who we want to be with and who we struggle to be with. So, our hearts 
are a bit tender, if not completely defended from experiencing anything deeply.
We are about to hear some very powerful and stirring readings from Isaiah, the Prophet.  We will re-enter the 

And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’ with great 
power and glory, and then he will send out the angels and gather [his] 
elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky. 
Mark 13:24-32

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

ancient tradition of a people longing for the coming of a Savior.  We may remember the days of our childhood 
when we longed for Christmas to come, because it was a magical time of receiving gifts. As adults, we have 
to ask ourselves: "What is it I long for now?"  The answer won't come easily.  The more we walk around with 
that question, and let it penetrate through the layers of distraction and self-protection, the more powerfully we 
will experience Advent.

Salvation From 
We are about to read and pray about the expectant hope of Israel, as expressed through Isaiah.  The images we 
will be using are about darkness and gloom - about thick clouds covering the people - and about hunger and 
thirst.  They are images that attempt to capture a sense of what we feel when we are distant from our God.  
There are many images about war and conflict.  They express the powerlessness and anxiety we experience 
when we feel vulnerable and defense-less.  Most of all, there are images of a future day - a day that can only 
be called the Lord's - when all the tears will be wiped away, when there will be plenty to eat and drink, and 
when there will be no more conflict and no more war.  God's salvation will be made known.  God's victory 
will be complete.

These are very precious days for us to come into intimate contact with our own need for salvation.  It is a time 
to make friends with our tears, our darkness, our hunger and thirst.  What is missing?  What eludes my grasp?  
What name can I give to the "restlessness" in my heart?  What is the emptiness I keep trying to "feed" with 
food, with fantasy, with excitement, with busyness?  What is the conflict that is "eating at me"?  What is the 
sinful, unloving, self-centered pattern for which I haven't asked for forgiveness and healing?  Where do I need 
a peace that the world cannot give?

Coming to know where I need a Saviour is how I can prepare for Advent 
I am preparing to listen to the promises, listen to these rich texts announcing the liberation I can truly long for.  
When my heart is open, when my hands are open, when my mouth is open and ready to ask for freedom, 
healing and peace, then I am ready to begin Advent.
 
Come, Lord, Jesus.  Come and Visit Your People.
We Await Your Coming;  Come, O, Lord. 

Isaiah 35 

The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and bloom.

They will bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful song. The glory of Lebanon will be given to 
them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; They will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. 

Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak, 

Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; 
With divine recompense he comes to save you. 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like a stag, 
then the tongue of the dumb will sing.  Streams will burst forth in the desert, and rivers in the steppe.  The 
burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, springs of water; the abode where jackals lurk will 
be a marsh for the reed and papyrus. A highway will be there, called the holy way; No one unclean may pass 
over it, nor fools go astray on it. No lion will be there, nor beast of prey go up to be met upon it. It is for those 
with a journey to make, and on it the redeemed will walk. 

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy; They 
will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/preparing-advent.html
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SPP PARISH NEWS

THE CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION The Chapel of the Incarnation is open for private adoration 
every Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Worshippers registered at the parish of SPP on MARS can book using 
the following link: https://forms.gle/gCYh546njjrYnNQV6

MASS BOOKINGS FOR NOVEMBER Do note that the MARS platform for our Parish is now opens for 
November bookings (Tuesday) at 9.00am. Please only book Masses that you’re able to attend.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions dates for the month of November and December 
are still availiable. For more information, please refer to myCatholic.sg

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

NEW AUDIOBOOKS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF ST PAUL: In his World Mission Sunday 
message, Pope Francis reminds us that “To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe 
with him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters.”As an aid for the synod, a highly 
recommended book is Pope Francis’ encyclical on fraternity and social friendship, Fratelli Tutti, now 
available as an audio book so you can listen to it as you commute, walk, cycle, wherever you are. Also on 
audiobook is Nostra Aetate, the ever relevant Vatican II document on our relationship with other religions. 
Both available on Audible, and wherever great books are heard! Soon also on Spotify and Apple Music. 
Fratelli Tutti https://youtu.be/n4cTrWRwJaM Nostra Aetate https://youtu.be/_9QMkt8lmjo Listen to 
samples of both books on Audible shorturl.at/ejlvA 

New Parish UEN - Please note that from 1 Oct 2021 onwards, the Parish 
will be using a new PayNow Unique Entity Number (UEN). More details may 
be found below:

UEN   : T08CC4030K
Account Name : Church of SPP Operating Fund

本堂新的UEN号码 - 从10月1日起，本堂将采用新的PayNow 单一机构识别码, 即UEN。

详情如下：

新UEN号码   : T08CC4030K
账号名称   : Church of SPP Operating Fund

GIFT CONTRIBUTIONS- This weekend is the collection for the GIFT 
(Giving in Faith and Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, 
evangelising and missionary Church. Sign up for a monthly pledge, the most 
sustainable source of funding for the archdiocese, to support its organisations 
and projects. Or give regularly via PayNow to 201231391K (include name and 
mobile no. or email). GIFT envelopes can be dropped into the collection 
box/bag. More info at catholicfoundation.sg



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


