
 

Welcome to Our Guests!  
 

Please join us for fellowship in the lounge after  
the service. We’re glad you’re here! 

 
The flowers in the chancel are dedicated to the glory and honor of God 

and in loving memory of my husband, Vern, by Shirley Hipwell. 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music and Fine Arts 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Director 
 

Participants: The Gathering Band 
 

Greeters:  10:00 a.m. 

Clinton Street:   Carroll & Dorothy Bennink 

 Gathering Area:   Doug & Tina VanderWall 

 Portico:   Ray & Barb Nelson 
 

Usher Team:   Paul McNergney  

   Bill & Chris Bussell  

   Barb Scott  

   Ann White 
 

  Our Church Family & Friends 
 

Prayers of sympathy & support: to the family of Donna VanderBroek who 

passed away on December 18th in Alabama.  A memorial service will be 

held in Spring of 2022. 

 

Prayer requests: Brian Anderson & Joan Tandler, Larry Braak, Dick Christy,  

Carole Groening, Dick Fox, Jean Kocher, Sandy Sikkenga, Norm Spring 

and Lisa Stoner   
 

Thank you cookie bakers! Karen Abraham, Wanda Anderson, Ed Buening, 

Lee Elenbaas, Marilew Helmers, Cindy Podorsek   

Your First Pres Staff & Leadership 
 

Rev. Dr. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

 e-mail: troyhb@fpgh.org 
 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, AssociatePastor 

 e-mail: kristineab@fpgh.org 
 

To contact any staff member email: staff@fpgh.org 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Tommy Langejans, 5th & 6th Grade Ministries Coordinator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director  

Karen Nienhouse, Congregational Care Assistant  

Tina Ramones, Administrative Assistant 

Kerri Roberts, Office Assistant  

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Mary Switzer, Sunday Host 

Melissa VerHage, Worship Coordinator & Event Host 

Download the Realm Connect app today! 

• Update your personal information   

• Communicate with groups & teams 

• Follow church announcements  

• Access the Member Directory 

• Manage your giving Already connected? 
Scan QR code for  

web browser access. 

What: Whole Body Worship, Yoga through a Biblical  

 lens, meditation, prayer, rest 

Who:   All are welcome 

Where: Chapel 

When: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month 6:15-7:15 

Bring: Yoga mat, water, (optional block, pillow, blanket, eye pillow) 

Rev. Dr. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

616-842-6760    www.fpgh.org 

 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 

 
First Sunday of Christmas 

508 Franklin Avenue, Grand Haven, Michigan 49417 

 

Our Vision:  

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered community  

of acceptance, growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 

"Everytime we relax and think we've really 
understood him, he will be up ahead, or  
perhaps staying behind while we go on  
without thinking. Discipleship always  

involves the unexpected." 
 

~N. T. Wright  



 

Combined Worship 

10:00 a.m.  

  

Please check-in online before you silence all electronic devices 
  
 

Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church!   
If you do not have a church home in the Grand Haven area, we invite you  

to make our church yours. We are an open congregation and we welcome you.  
 

 

Preparing 
 

PRELUDE -  Hallelujah  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 Please feel free to use the Prayer Request Card in your pew and place it in the  

offering plate. Your requests will be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
 

Gathering 
 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE TOGETHER Maddie Lambert 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in  

the heights! 
All:  All the shining stars praise you, O God, for you commanded  

and they were created. 
One:  Praise the Lord from the earth, young men and women, old and  

young together! 
All:  Let everyone praise the name of the Lord, for your glory is  

above earth and heaven. 
 

*OPENING HYMN 110 - Love Has Come 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Loving God, thank you for coming to us as one of us as Jesus Christ. 
Forgive us for not allowing Jesus to leave the manger. Forgive us for 
preferring that Jesus remain a helpless babe who does not ask anything  
of us. We say we want you to be Lord, yet we turn away from you when  
we do not get our way. Forgive us for worshipping our control instead  
of worshipping you. Help us to see that the freedom and peace we crave 
can only be found in you.  (time for silent confession) 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN 121, vs 4  
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and 
enter in; be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great  
glad tidings tell; O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN 121, vs 3  
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to 
human hearts the blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming,  
but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear 
Christ enters in.  

 

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN  
Return to the pews to worship with your family. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 
We invite you to turn to your neighbors in worship and say “hello” or  

“The peace of Christ be with you” as you give each other a wave. 
 

CAROL SING 

Proclaiming 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE READING  
First Lesson – Colossians 3:12-17 p. 958 pew Bible 
Second Lesson – Luke 2:41-52 p. 833 pew Bible 

  

One:  The Word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON     Letting Go Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 
 

Responding 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and  
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY - God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  
 

*DOXOLOGY HYMN 145 - What Child Is This, vs 3 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. Raise, 
raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. Joy, joy, for Christ is 
born, the babe, the son of Mary.  

 

*PRAYER OF THANKS  
 

*CLOSING HYMN - On This Day Earth Shall Ring 
 

*CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 
One: As we faithfully live our lives in this coming week, what does  

God call us to do? 
All: We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered  
 community of acceptance, growing in faith and living as  

Christ’s hands to serve. 
 

*BENEDICTION and CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN 136, vs 3  
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on 
the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. Down in a lowly manger the 
humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that blessed 
Christmas morn. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and 
everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

POSTLUDE -  Joy to the World Virgil Fox 
  

 

Worship Concludes—Service Begins! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2022 Giving Envelopes  
If you use weekly giving 

envelopes they are now available 
in the Gathering area. If you 
would like envelopes please 
contact the church office. 

Note to those wearing hearing aids with T-coil option: The main 
sanctuary seating area is equipped with an induction loop system. 

*for those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

 

 
 

December 27 & 28 & January 3 

• Church office closed 
 

January 9 

• 4:00 pm work party to take down 

Advent decorations 

• Children and Youth activities will 

resume 
 

More information available in FPC’s 
Weekly Updates, Tidings, and Website: 

www.fpgh.org 

Thanks to our generous  
blood donors on December 10 
there were 48 life saving units 

of blood collected. 

We love and are so thankful for everyone who provided meals in the  
Fall of 2021 for Youth Group! If you are looking for a way to serve our 
students, please consider signing up to provide dinner. One volunteer 
said, “This was such a fun and easy way to serve  
our kids!” We encourage meal providers to prepare  
dinner for 35 students and to sign up with a  
partner. We will provide beverages, cups, plates, 
and silverware. We eat from 6:20-7:00 pm in  
Fellowship Hall. In 2022 we still need meal  
providers for the following dates: 

• February 6 and 27 

• Mach 20 and 27 

• April 10 and 24 

• May 15 

What is Per Capita? 
Per capita is a set amount of money (apportionment) per church member that is 
paid to the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Every Presbyterian shares in the 
benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of government locally and nationally. 
 
Please prayerfully consider paying your family’s per capita ($35.23 per member) 
if you haven’t done so already.  Every dollar amount received goes back into 
funding the missions of our church and community. 

January 9th 
 7th-12th grade  

payment and  
permission slips due 
for Georgia mission 

trip. 


