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Here are some verses and thoughts to encourage you if you are feeling particu-

larly down about your struggles and your failures. 

 

My wise and loving  mother (who is also a licensed counselor) reminds me “God 

chose these children for you. And he chose you for these children.” God knew 

your weaknesses, your struggles, and your sins ahead of time, and he specifically 

chose you as the best possible mother for these particular children. He can use 

even your failings and shortcomings as part of the process to grow and shape 

your children into the people he desires them to be. 

 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 

reproach, and it will be given him.” (James 1:5) Need more help from God? God 

never gets tired of hearing us ask for wisdom. He never thinks, “Really? Again? 

Seriously?” Instead, he gives generously. And without reproach. 

 

“If the goal of sanctification is actually growing in humility and greater depend-

ence on Christ, then the Holy Spirit is doing an excellent job. Through his ongoing 

struggles with indwelling sin, the maturing believer will spend many years learn-

ing that he is more sinful than he ever imagined, in order to discover that he is 

indeed far more loved than he ever dared to hope.”  

― Barbara R. Duguid, Extravagant Grace: God's Glory Displayed in Our Weakness 

Sibling Opposition Solution (S.O.S.) 

Lesson 4 Activity 

Don’t Let Past Mistakes Stand in the Way 

of Future Success 
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“For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members an-

other law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the 

law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver 

me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:22-24) The entire Christian life is a 

struggle. It can be so discouraging. But our pastor likes to remind us that struggle 

is a sign of life! 

 

“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one 

has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive.” (Colossians 3:12-13) 

 

“Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do 

not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:21-22) 

 

Remember, dear friend, that we are asked to forgive those who sin against us 

over and over and over again. And, God says that our forgiveness of others is 

based on God’s forgiveness of us. How many times will He forgive you for the 

same offense? Seven times? Nope. Seventy-seven (i.e. a lot of) times. 

 

“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not 

deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as 

high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward 

those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove 

our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 

LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he re-

members that we are dust.” (Psalm 103:8-14) 

 


