
This lesson provides an overview of World War I from the U.S. perspective at a level meant for middle school 
students. Topics include militarism, imperialism, alliances, and nationalism (as they relate to WWI, a 
comparison of map of Europe before and after the war, wartime propaganda, trench warfare, the events that 
led the U.S. into the war, different groups involved with the war (including Native Americans, women, 
immigrants and Black Americans, the war on the homefront, and the ending of the war. Teachers can utilize 
this in combination with the World War I inquiry from Peacefield History or as a standalone resource. 

Lesson Plan Great for grades 7 - 10!

Supporting 
Question

In what ways was the United States involved in World War 1?

Formative 
Performance 
Task

Student will work with the teachers to complete an interactive Google Slides presentation. Although the 
framework of this lesson is teacher-led, there are many opportunities for student interaction and 
cooperative learning. 

Conceptual 
Understanding 
(NY State)

8.4e - After World War I, the United States entered a period of economic prosperity and cultural change. 
This period is known as the Roaring Twenties. During this time, new opportunities for women were 
gained, and African Americans engaged in various efforts to distinguish themselves and celebrate their 
culture.

Content 
Specifications 
(NY State)

8.4a - European militarism, the alliance system, imperialism, and nationalism were all factors that 
contributed to the start of World War I.

8.4b - International, economic, and military developments swayed opinion in favor of the United States 
siding with the Allies and entering World War I. Domestic responses to World War I limited civil liberties 
within the United States.

- Students will examine an overview of the causes of World War I, focusing on the factors leading 
to United States entry into the war.

-  Students will examine examples of war propaganda and its effects on support for United States 
involvement in the war.

- Students will examine the restrictions placed on citizens after United States entry into the war, 
including the Espionage Act (1917) and the Sedition Act (1918).

8.4c - New military technologies changed military strategy in World War I and resulted in an 
unprecedented number of casualties.

-  Students will examine the effects of the changes in military technologies used during World War 
I, including trench warfare, chemical weapons, machine guns, and aircraft.

8.4d - Following extensive political debate, the United States refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles. 
The United States then sought to return to pre-war policies by focusing on domestic rather than 
international matters.

Sources: NOTE 1: There are many options for teachers within this presentation. 

● OPTION 1 - Utilize the classroom presentation and have students follow along with the printed 
handout and complete the questions within the printed handout. 

● OPTION 2 - Have students complete the questions in the digital version of the presentation and 
have students use the printed guide without the questions included. 

● OPTION 3 - Have students complete the full presentation digitally. This presentation can be 
used digitally in Google Slides and it is Pear Deck compatible (some of the formatting may need 
editing for use with Pear Deck.)

Note 2: In the digital presentation, the text is locked in the background so students don’t delete it 
accidentally. Teachers can fix this by clicking slide - edit theme. There, the text will be editable. 

Teacher Resources:

● Google Slides Version of the printed handout with questions
● Google Slides Version of printed Handout without questions
● Google Slides Version of the Classroom Presentation
● Digital Version of the presentation
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Woodrow-Wilson-and-the-Ideals-14-Points-Inquiry-Based-Essay-Assessment-4394094


❏ DISCUSS slides 19- 23 (page 2 of the handout) and discuss the sinking of the Lusitania. Students should answer 
the question about the Lusitania and neutrality. (20 min. total)

❏ DISCUSS  trench warfare and give students the rest of the period to complete the handout regarding trench 
warfare. Teachers may find that students will need some time during the next day of class to complete the rest of 
the questions. Notably, they will need to watch more than one video to answer all of the questions, but they 
don’t need to complete ALL of the questions. Teachers might also assign the remainder of page five for 
homework. (20 min.)

❏ DISCUSS the introductory slides about the world in 1914. This includes slides 1-8 and the first page of the 
handout. (15 min). Have students analyze the images and discuss how they relate to each of the terms. There is 
an answer key provided, however, students may find different ways to relate the images to specific terms. There 
is no one correct answer for each image. Teachers may find that students provide different answers and still 
reason those correctly. Then discuss the events that led to the assassination. 

❏ DISTRIBUTE green, blue, and brown colored pencils. Have students gradually color in the map as you discuss 
the alliances that broke down as Europe turned towards the war (slides 12 - 18). (15 min. - the time allotted can 
really vary here. Sometimes students have a lot of questions about the European map because they haven’t often 
discussed this area of the world previously.) Have students answer the questions about the map. The map 
questions can also be used as an exit ticket if teachers run out of time in class. 

If teachers find themselves with extra time, there is a link at the bottom of slide 19 that includes a couple of extra 
videos. These videos discuss American Neutrality. Teachers may use them as a possible extension activity.

Lesson Plan 

Before Class...

❏ READ THROUGH the slides, and decide how you would like to divide up the information. I provide a possible 
framework below, however, you may wish to make adjustments depending on your teaching schedule. If you’ve 
purchased the full unit, the Unit Guide overview also provides a variation on this framework. Teachers might choose to 
divide up the slides and handouts before providing them to students. 

❏ If working with the digital version, teachers will need to decide whether they would like to use the lesson just directly 
through Google Slides or through a program like Pear Deck. The slideshow is adaptable for either. (If using Pear Deck, 
teachers can use the drawing feature to have students type in the text boxes.) 

❏ COPY PRINTED HANDOUT - make a copy for each student (if needed)

Class Procedure...

Great for grades 7 - 10!

Today’s lesson procedure will really vary depending on whether teachers will need to provide extra time to students to 
complete the video-based questions. I find that students definitely well. Although they love to watch these videos, they 
often “forget” to write down any information as they watch. Prompted them to take a few minutes after each video to 
jot down what they remember. When the information is discussed collectively as a class, teachers can have students 
fill in any of the space 

❏ If necessary, give students time to complete their questions regarding trench warfare. 
❏ DISCUSS the experience of trench warfare with students and review their notes. 
❏ DISCUSS slides 26 through 29. Slide 30 can be used as an exit ticket type slide or as a bell ringer the next day 

of class. 

This outline is based on a class schedule that includes 40 minute class periods. At first glimpse, it 
might appear as those there is a lot of direction instruction. However, most of these days include 
sections for self-directed learning or cooperative learning.  
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The belief that one’s nation is 
superior to another. A more 
intense form of patriotism.

These are agreements formed 
between two or more nations, 
often for political reasons.

The belief that a nation should 
not just have strong armed 
forces but that they can be used 
to further its territorial goals.

The taking over of another 
nation’s land, usually for 
economic gain.

Name ___________________________
Social Studies

In 1914, the world was full of tension and conflict. There were also several forces 
that were raising the stakes even more.

For many years, European countries had been scrambling 
to establish military dominance over each other. This was 
called MILITARISM. For example, Germany and Great 
Britain were both building great navies. Weapon supplies 
were growing also. Armies were growing to a massive size. 

As European countries worked towards a goal of military 
domination, they are formed ALLIANCES.These alliances 
would change once war was declared. However, for a 
time, there were two major alliances that gradually 
formed - The Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente.

Many European countries gained colonies through 
through IMPERIALISM.This was particularly the case in 
Africa, as most of the continent was under European 
control by the start of World War I. European countries 
would compete over the same territory.

NATIONALISM encouraged the push for war, as 
countries believed that they were better than the other. 
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